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PREFACE. 

T he lectures contained in these volumes were 
delivered by Dr. Dunham while he occupied 
the chair of Materia Medica in the New- York 
Homoeopathic Medical College. 

They have been edited from his note-books, 
practically verbatim, and are the ripe fruit of his 
thought and experience, — in his own latest words, 
“ too valuable to be lost.” 

His wife, now also deceased, made arrange- 
ments for their publicatioh, hoping thereby to 
render his labors more available to the profession, 
and thus promote a chief object of his life, — the 
benefit of his fellow-men through the development 
and dissemination of a rational and scientific Thera- 
peutics. 

IRVINCTON-ON- Hudson, ’Aug. 27, 1878. 
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“ His life was gentle ; and the elements 
So mixed in him, that Nature might stand up 
And say to all the world — THIS was a man 1 " 

T he memory of this great and good man is enshrined 
in the work he accomplished on earth, as well as 
in the hearts of all who came within the circle of his 
wise and helpful benevolence. 

“ Si monumenlum qusris, circumspice ! ” Although 
no words can enrich such a record, they may serve, even 
in a fragmentary review, to present the leading traits of 
this noble life with sufficient distinctness for profitable 
study, 

Carroll Dunham was the youngest of four sons of 
Edward Wood Dunham and Maria Smyth Parker, 'and 
was born in the city of New-York, October 29, 1828L 
The families of both parei.jts were old and prominent 
residents of New Brunswick, in the State of New Jersey. 
Mr. Dunham was for many years a successful merchant, 
and was distinguished for his intelligence, energy, probity 
and methodical habits of business. About the ycar**i820 
he removed with his family from New Brunswick to New 
York, and in 1855 he retired from business with an 
ample fortune, honorably acquired He soon afterward 
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became president of the Corn Exchange Bank, which 
position* he retained until his death. His wife was a ladj^ 
whose character happily combined gentleness with pru- 
dence and firmness ; qualities which her son Carroll 
seems to have inherited along with the* business aptitude, 
energy and uprightness of his father. Mrs. Dunham died 
during the cholera epidemic of 1832, when Carroll was 
but four years old. 

TJiose who remember Carroll Dunham as a boy, 
speak of him as remarkably docile, bright and cheerful, 
and considerate of the feelings of others. His general 
health was good, but he usually avoided the rough sports 
of his companions. ** He was always,** says one of his 
elder brothers, ** looking into things, with an eager desire 
to know all about their qualities and uses.** As a youth 
he was affectionate, truthful and energetic, more fond of 
books than play; and even at that time, his demeanor 
toward his fellows was marked by that same modest 
reserve — far removed from timidity — which was a prom- 
inent characteristic throughout his whole life. 

He entered Columbia College in 1843, and graduated 
with honor in 1847. Immediately afterward, he com- 
menced the study of medicine under Dr. Whittaker, an 
old-^school practitioner, very capable, and at that time of 
high repute as a trainer of students. In 1850 he received 
his degree of M. D. from the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of New-York, then located in Crosby street 
His previous mental training, as well as his greater natu- 
ral ability, enabled him, during his student life, to outstrip 
bis fellows; and the cheerful readiness and patience with 
which he smoothed the difficulties of those who sought 
his aid soon drew around him a select number of fol- 
lowers, to whom he explained, in bis own way, the 
lectures of .the day. 
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About this period of his life, Carroll ■was , cured of 
a dangerous iHness by a homoeopathic physician, after 
eminent practitioners of the “regular” school had failed. 
This circumstance made a deep impression upon both 
father and son,* and led the latter to investigate the 
principles of homoeopathy, and to institute comparisons 
between the old and new methods of treatment. In fur- 
therance of this inquiry,., after completing his college 
studies, he went to Philadelphia to seek the acquaintance 
of Dr. Constantine -Hering, as one of the most learned 
physicians of the new school ; and not only profited 
largely by his teachings and advice, but (to use his own 
words) “ I gained the. most helpful, generous and genial 
friend I* have ever made.” 

It was the wise desire of both his fatlier and 
himself that his preparation for the arduous duties of his 
profession should be as complete as possible. After 
graduating, therefore, instead of beginning to practice, he 
'sailed for Europe, to glean a further harvest of observa- 
tion and study in foreign hospital-s, and from the leaders 
ot medical and surgical science .abroad. In Dublin, he 
served as an '* interne *’ in the Lying-in- Hospital ; he 
also investigated the Stokes treatment of fevers in Meath 
Hospital. While in Dublin he received a dissccting- 
wound, which nearly ended his career; but, after the 
resident physicians had given him up to die, he called 
homoeopathy to his aid, and cured himself with Lachesis. 

•From Dublin, Dr. Dunham went to Paris, where he 
studied specialties under such instructors as Bouillard, 
Velpeau, Trousseau, Ricord, Simon, Heurteloup,' and 
others, while he also regularly visited the Homoeopathic 
.Hospital under the charge of Tessler. From Paris he 
went to Berlin, and thence, after a brief stay, to Vienna, 
where he remained several months, attending the hospital 
. la 
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cltniques 'of* Wurtnb, and the lectures of Kaspar on* 
Materia Medica. Froltn Vienna he directed his course to 
Munster, to visit Boenninghausen, who received the young 
physician with cordiality, and very soon learned to 
appreciate his tireless industry and activ 9 intelligence, and 
prophesied for him a brilliant future. Here the eager 
student remained long enough to watch numerous cases 
treated by Beenninghausen, and to become thoroughly 
familiar with the methods of c-vamining and prescribing 
for patients practised by that distinguished German. 

Having thus liberally availed himself of the &dvan> 
tages of foreign culture. Dr. Dunham turned his -steps 
homeward. During the whole period of his absence he 
was in close correspondence with his father, between 
whom and himself there existed a rare degree of affec- 
tion and confidence. It had been his practice from his 
boyhood, when absent from home, to correspond almost 
daily with his father, and thus he acquired the habit of 
clear and terse expression, which is characteristic of all, 
his writings. At a later period, liis most elaborate arti- 
cles were rarely re-written, so effectual was his early 
training in intellectual work. It is worthy of remark, 
that wherever the young physician tarried ioi a season 
in his travels, he was sure to make warm and constant 
friends, witli many of whom, eminent in the homoeo- 
pathic world, he kept up a life-long correspondence. 

On his return to America, he began practice in 
Brooklyn; and at the very outset, so marked were his 
ability and success, that Dr. P. P. Wells, who had been an 
esteemed friend, as well as the physician, of the Punham 
family for many years, says of Carroll: “He was always 
my friend, never my pupil.” In February, 1854, Dr. Dun- 
ham married Miss Harriet E. Kellogg, daughter of Edward 
and Esther -F. Kellogg, -r- a woman of rare personal 
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beauty and highly endowed mind. From 'this union 
resulted many years of domestic happiness/ a helpful 
compauiionship and co-operation in his arduous labors, 
and the prolongation of his useful life through her tender 
watchfulness and "devotion. So thoroughly were their two 
lives intertwined and identified, that they repeatedly told 
their children — as if to prepare them for the future — 
that should one parent die, they must expect the other 
soon to follow, — a prediction which was literally fulfilled, 
as in less than a year after Dr. Dunham’s death, his 
wife 4Us laid by his side in Greenwood. Her sad, brief 
widowhood was spent in an attempt to continue his life- 
labors by collecting and publishing in book-form his 
numerous, but scattered, contributions to medical science. 

In, the year 1858, a severe attack of illness necessi- 
tated a removal from Brooklyn, and he took up his 
tesidence at Newburgh, N. Y. In this removal he sought 
rest of mind as well as of body, and it was not his 
intention to resume practice until fully restored ; but the 
remarkable success which attended his prescriptions in 
one pr two cases which were pressed upon him with an 
urgency not to be denied, brought other claimants to his 
door ; and thus, in spite of the delicate state of his 
health, he soon became professionally busy. After resid- 
ing in Newburgh about six years, - his healtli again gave 
way under an attack of cardiac rheumatism, and he 
removed for a short time to New-York. While there he 
had the assurance of leading specialists of the old school, 
whose prognosis was invited, that he could not long sur- 
vive. Llpon this he sought the advice of Dr. Hering, 
who, after a careful and exhaustive examination of the 
symptoms, prescribed a single remedy (Lithium carboni- 
cum), which promptly conquered the disease. His own 
case thus, more than once, forcibly illustrated the sound- 
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ness of the .medical rule which he so cdten advocated, 
"a single .remedy, and if possible, a single dose.” Soon 
after, he moved his residence to lrvington-on>Hadson, 
which he made his home, for the most part, until his 
death, having, however, an office and consulting practice 
in New-York to which he attended upon certain days in 
the week. 

During the whole of his active professional career, 
his health often gave way under the strain he put upon 
it, and he was several times compelled to seek a , change 
of scene and climate. He visited Europe thrice the 
pursuit of health; also, Nassau and other foreign resorts; 
but no suffering or sickness could prevent his active 
mind from utilizing his travels in the acquisition of 
knowledge, or blunt his zeal in the promotion of medical 
interests. During his last visit to Europe, though so 
weak and worn as to contemplate an unusually long 
absence, he exerted himself successfully to secure the 
good-will and co-operation of foreign physicians in his 
project of a “World’s Homoeopathic Convention.” 

The confidence in his ability to manage this scl^me 
and carry it to a successful issue was .so general among 
his colleagues, that our National Society conferred on him 
plenary power to arrange its details and to choose his 
associate workers. And in 1875, as has been truthfully 
said, “ Our National Institute honored itself by electing 
him President for 1876, when the fruit of his special labor 
should be fully ripe.” How efficiently he performed the 
duties of that office, and with what dignity, courtesy and 
fine tact he presided over that convention, few who were 
present will ever forget A detailed history of that con- 
vention would show that in planning, arranging* and 
executing his .plans, he performed an amount of labor 
which few men could have borne. On April 27, 1876, 
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he thus wrote to a professional fiiend: "llie responses 
of our friends from abroad are very gratifying. Two 
years ago I had not much confidence; but when 1 found 
that the thing was to be, I determined that it should be 
a success." And this letter contained a list of foreign 
communications aggregating one thousand four hundred 
and fifty-six pages of large paper, and in half a dozen 
different languages. More came in May and the first 
week of June, from foreign and home contributors, pre- 
senting *a mass of manuscript to be translated, abridged, 
corrected and put through the press, before which a 
literary Hercules might have stood appalled. This work 
was done by him or under his personal supervision ; 
every article was carefully re-read by him, and tlie 
proofs were finally corrected by his pen; and all this 
material was collected by him through a voluminous cor- 
respondence. In addition, he assumed the care of the 
general arrangements for the sessions of the convention 
in Philadelphia. “Of course,” he wrote at this time to 
a friend, “ I have convention on the brain. I eat, sjeep 
and five it; and have put some of my best blood into 
it ; " adding ^ords which now have a peculiar pathos, 
“but hope to have some left, when all is over." 

During the sessions of the convention in the latter 
part of June, 1876, the heat was extreme, being often 
not less than 100® Fahr. in the shade; but be clung to 
his post, 'though in daily danger of utter prostration, 
performing all his duties to the end. He left Philadel- 
phia, exhausted by his labors, and took a trip tp tlie 
Upper Lakes, from which he returned so much improved 
that he thought himself strong enough for the remaining 
work of the convention. But he wa^ immediately stricken 
down by a severe attack of diphtheria, from which, in hf* 
enfeebled, condition, he convalesced slowly. He Resumed 



XIV 


MEMOIR OF THE AUTHOR. 


his labors tbo soon; but in the presence of duties tinfuk 
filled, it ^as simply impossible for him to be idle. On 
-June 19th he* had -written to a friend: “I am better, but 
not yet in working order. I hope to be in New- York 
' on Wednesday, however, and to be fit for work . next 
week.” The central desire in his mind, the one thing to 
strive for, was “to be fit for work.” On September 11, 
while confined to his bed at Irvington, he dictated to a 
friend at his bedside clear and definite instructions con- 
cerning the revisal of some manuscripts for the •Centen- 
, nial volume, and, nine days after, writes : “ I am conva- 
lescent, but miserably feeble. It seems as if I never 
should fSel strong again. I sit up part of the day.” 
Again, on October 6th: “Strength comes slowly, but 
it comes." 

He took to his bed, for the last time, on December 

2d, 1876, where he lingered, under the devoted care of 

his family, and his physicians Drs. Wells and Joslin, 

until February l8th fpllowing, when he passed peacefully 

to his rest, in his 49th year. “Though his death,” says 

Dr.* Joslin, “was obviously caused by exhausted vitality, 

consequent on his labors in connection with the World’s 

* 

Homoeopathic Convention, and though the nervous sys- 
tem must be looked upon as the main seat of trouble, 
still the mind remained clear to the last, and was never 
clouded during any period of his illness. His old friend 
and physician. Dr. Wells, who attended Dr.' Dunham 
with me, remarked to me that he died of no disease, 
but from exhaustion produced by excessive and protracted 
labor. He had a certain irritating cough, originating 
apparently in a small spot in the larger bronchi, and 
relieved after a tim* by the expectoration of a small 
quantity of tough mucus. This was an annoyance, but 
could not be said to have .had much influence on his 
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dedtne. An irregular fever was present, ewdently vary- 
ing with every slight strain on his nervous system. His 
kidneys showed evidence of acute disease for several 
weeks, but this difficulty seemed to be passing off before 
his death. His old enemy, rheumatism, appeared in slight 
degree several times during his last illness. He had for 
nwny years b^en a sufferer from valvular disease of the 
heart ; but tlvis was apparently rather improved than 
otherwise. He said he had kept watch over his heart 
with a flexible stethoscope, and was confident that no 
hypertrophy had taken place, which he attributed to the 
fact of his always being careful to keep well nourished, 
contrary, as he remarked, to some advice he h^ received.” 

In a private letter, written to correct some misap- 
prehensions about his last illness, his wife writes thus; 
“ A mind so acute as Dr. Dunham’s could not have death 
approach his body and be unaware of it. Neither could 
a mind so exalted fail to submit tranquilly to an inev- 
itable fate, from which the spirituality of his life took 
away all fear. He passed as from one phase of life to 
another of equal or greater activity; from one room in 
his Father’s house to another. ■ He said : ‘ I do not sec 
my way through this illness ; ’ and at the end of the 
seventh week, a month before he died, he said, with per- 
fect tranquillity: ‘I shall go on in this way two weeks 
longer, and then I shall slip into my grave.’ And again': 
‘ I shall go on in this way through the ninth week, and 
then I shall go to Greenwood.’ Any one who knew the 
correctness of his professional prophecy, must, after these 
remarks, have struggled against conviction, to have any 
hope of his recovery. * • * He complained of no 

pain; but from the beginning of his confinement, he 
constantly spoke of being ‘perfectly wretched,’ he could 
not tell how; but he never showed, as in former illnesses. 
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any vigor 'underneath, • • • About five days before 
the last morning, I noticed a change in his complexion, 
and this .deepened and became more permanent every 
day until the last moment Up to that time he had 
wished the room cool; from that time he frequently 
asked if it was warm enough. Sunday morning, about 
eight o’clock, he asked the temperature. When told thSt 
it was between 69® and 70®, he said: ‘There is an 
unfriendly feeling in the air; you had better light the 
fire.’ He lay and looked into the flame, saying r ‘'That 
is very pleasant;’ and he watched us feed. the flame, and 
seemed to enjoy ‘the cheery influence, speakii^ now and 
then. And^ he passed away a little before nine o’clock, 
without any struggle. He peacefully ceased to breathe.” 

In some characters, opposing principles contend with 
varying fortune for mastery, and thus produce a com- 
plexity of contradictory phenomena, very difficult of anal- 
ysis. It is not easy, out of such conflicting elements, to 
form a just judgment of* the man they constitute. But 
the character of Carroll Dunham was like a clear crystal, 
many-sided, indeed, but transparent throughout; and his 
whole life was so harmonious, his consecration of himself 
to a noble ideal of duty so evident, that the friend of a 
^few we'eks and the friend of a life-time would form, essen- 
tially, the same judgment of him ; differing only in the 
degree in which tliey would comprehend and revere the 
rare nobility of his nature. 

Dr. Dunham was a voluminous writer, though he 
never concentrated his energies on the production of a 
single lafge work. . He began to contribute articles to the 
medical journals when in Europe in 1852, and continued 
to do so steadily (or twenty^Ave years, un^ death ended 
his labors. He*' devcHed his eflbrts principally to the 
elaboration and* periediion of the niateria medica ; riioo|[h 
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many of liis writings are of a miscellaneoils chatacter, 
being reports, reviews, dtnical cases, public ‘addresses, 
lectures, monographs and translations; the most notable 
cf the last being Bcenninghausen’s work on ahoopmg* 
cough. But these productions of his pen are not to be 
classed among the lighter or more ephemeral growths of 
medical literature. His faculty of giving his best powers 
to whatever he found to do, great or small, confers a 
permanent value on all that he wrote. He touched no 
subject without revealing something new and instructive, 
while the confidence he inspires in his statements, the 
judicial impartiality with which he treats matters in debate, 
and the lucid and manly language which h^ employs, 
give a rare rest to his compositions. 'There was no flaw 
in the fabric of his thought. He never said an unkind 
word or a silly one ; and his opponents (he had no ene- 
mies) always admitted that his criticisms were just and 
manly. Every utterance of his was as perfect as the 
workings of that noble mind could make it. All his 
spei^ches, all his writings, all his labors were, in every 
part, symmetrical ; for all were bom of his earnest desire 
to "do good and communicate.” Many of these con- 
tributions to our literature appeared in the "American 
Homoeopathic Review,” of which he was editor for some 
years; but all the prominent journals of our school, with 
scarcely an exception, were frequently enriched by articles 
from his pen. Besides his published writings, he main- 
tained a more or less active correspondence with profes- 
sional friends at home and abroad; in which way his 
great influence was the more widely and thoroughly felt, 
in die advancement of medical science and espedally of 
homoeopathic therapeutics. 

Always subordinating his private interests to his 
elevated sense of duty. Dr. Donham neyer sought titular 
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honors or any public recognition of what he was or what 
he had done. But honors found him out; and he was, 
at various times, elected to high positions in many 
learned and scientific societies, both foreign and domestic; 
testimonials to his reputation as a physician and a scholar 
which were fully deserved. 

When the death of Dr. Dunham. was announced, so 
general and profound was the sense of an irreparable 
loss, that the whole homoeopathic profession rose up as 
one man, both in this country and in Europe, to give 
utterance to their sorrow, to do honor to his memory, 
and to commemorate his character and services. Every 
one felt that we had “lost our best man.” Special 
memorial meetings were called in many of our cities ; all 
our societies paid their mournful tribute to his worth; 
obituary notices from the pens of our most distinguished 
men appeared in all our journals. Not even the death 
of Hahnemann stirred up such depths of grief; for Dun- 
ham, stricken down in the prime of his manhood, was 
nearly as widely known and admired, and was vastly 
more beloved. Perhaps we cannot give a better idea of 
the man, and of the impression which he made, than by 
quoting from some of the remarks and addresses which 
were then made as an offering to his memory. 

A life-long friend remarked : “ He was many-sided to 
such an extent as I have never seen in any other man. 
His learning was surprising, his literary cultiire great, 
and his modesty great as either. He spoke the lan- 
guages of modem Europe as his own. His insight into 
the elements of disease, and into the nature of the agents 
by which they are cured, was wonderful. He has left 
an example which may God help os to follow 1 ” 

Another ‘friend said- of him: “-Not long after the 
beginning of our acqumntance, we were associated in the 
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investigation of some profesiuonal controversies. , I confess 
I was hardly prepared for the display of cleAr, discrimi- 
nating sagacity with which he took up the subject in 
dispute ; and the earnestness with which he pursued the 
delicate and unpleasant task to a logical conclusion. * * * 
Most of the members of this society know something of 
the important part he took in the reorganization of our 
medical college. But few are aware of the amount of 
arduous labor which he gave to that business, or of the 
peculiar difficulties he surmounted in its accomplishment. 
* * • His opinions always »commanded respect, and 
usually controlled the course of action. And it may be 
said, without hesitation, that the existing laws of the 
State for regulating medical practice and for suppressing 
quackery owe much of their fair and liberal character to 
the influence he exerted. • • • Though the functions 
of arbitrator or inquisitor were net congenial to his 
modest and retiring disposition, yet he never hesitated to 
occupy any position or perform any duty legitimately 
imposed upon him. • • * In the social circle, amongst 
neighbors and friends, his genial nature shone conspicuous. 
With a vast fund of curious and interesting information, 
gathered from books and travel, he possessed a rare wit, 
and a fine appreciation of humor, which gave to his 
conversation a delightful charm and freshness.” 

The committee of the New- York County Homceo- 
pathic Medical Society, after bearing grateful testimony 
to his invaluable contributions to the materia medica^ in 
the knowledge and practical application of which he was 
almost without a peer, speak thus of his qualities : 
“ Possessing intellectual capacities of the highest order, 
he never exerted them for selfish ends, but always for 
the public good. Pure in his private life; exceptionally 
modest and retiring in his demeanor, ever gentle and 
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kind, he. knew not how to stoop to meanness and detrac> 
tion; generous and large-hearted, he was alwa/s ready 
to aid others, and all who were brought in contact wiA 
his noble and tender nature were compelled not only to 
admire and venerate the accomplished physician, but to 
trust and love the true-hearted Christian man/^ 

From a Western physician we have this testimony : 
*‘At the meetings of our institute, he was the one who 
moved about the most quietly, who came and went with 
. the least parade, and who, while he spoke very seldom 
in debate, always spoke ♦to the purpose.* He w^as the 
member whose committee never failed to report, and 
whose papers were always well digested, clear, concise, 
practical, and ready for the printer. He was the source 
of appeal for men on both sides of mooted questions. 
His influence was almost unbounded. He had the skill 
and tact of a great diplomatist, but these were never 
used for his own personal purposes. His pen was 
his sword, — the sword of Melancthon and hot of 
Luther, bright, keen, trenchant, — but it can truly be 
said that it ‘never carried a heart-stain away on its 
blade.'*' 

Another friend said : “ His life was one of truth and 
goodness. His name can never be mentioned without 
awakening feelings of love and reverence. His action in 
all matters, great or small, was . prompted by purity of 
heart sand love of right. By years of devotion to his 
profession, by his searching investigations, by his lucid 
writings, by his spotless integrily, and by his sincerity of 
purpose, he acquired unequaled influence among his col- 
leagues; and I truly believe that Carroll Dunham has done 
more for the interests of homoeopathy, not only In tills 
city or country, but in the World at large, than any other 
man since the time of Hahnemann;** 
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His life-long friend. Dr. P. P. Wells, Saud,. after his 
death : '* I would willingly *have died for him.” 

One who had .ktiown him from his l>oyhood thus 
spoke of him : “ When I pass in review the thirty-five 
years of our friendship, 1 can honestly and heartily say, 
that I do not remember a single word or act of his for 
which any of his friends need blush, or which he, now 
gone to his last account, would wish to be unsaid or 
undone. The only impatience I ever felt toward him 
during this* long period, arose a few times because his 
calm, deliberative nature refused to plunge into the arena 
of medical polemics. But he was so magnanimous, or to 
use \he more expressive Saxon word, so large-minded, 
that he could not be partisan; he could not but view 
both sides of every question at issue, and, as a conse- 
quence, he was liberal and generous even to his opponents, 
always ready to make allowance for the opinions and 
acts of those who differed with him. He was truly one 
of the ‘blessed peace- makers.' The character of his 
mind was essentially judicial ; approaching a subject 
impartially, he calmly weighed it in all its bearings; and 
had he been educated for the bar, his keen intellect and 
sound judgment would have graced the highest bench in 
the land. Actuated by an earnest love of truth and 
justice, he was thoroughly unselfish and always subordi- 
nated his private interests to the good of the cause with 
which he was identified. More than this : his whole life 
was devoted, in a most self-sacrificing spirit, to the duties 
which the profession laid upon his willing shoulders ; 
duties and responsibilities which he never refused and 
which came to him unsought, simply because all recog- 
nU;ed his eminent fitness for their dischaige. Thus he 
WSM often overburdened, and on several occasions his fail- 
ing benltii compelled him to break off from all lab^r, and 
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go abroad to rest and recuperate. But the moment he 
returned, those labors were resumed ; and when, at last* 
exhausted liature succumbed, his death was merely the 
cfowning act of a whole life of self-sacrifice. Though 
not physically strong, he was a- steady worker and close 
student; and though independent of his income as a 
practitioner, and possessed of a competence by inherit- 
ance, which would, especially in view of his impaired 
health, have justified him in leading a life of elegant 
leisure, he accomplished an immense amount of literary 
labor; more, in fact, than most men, in full health and 
impelled by necessity, could have performed. 

“ His judgment was so sound, his convictioni so 
sincere, his aims so unselfish, his life so pure, his sym- 
pathies so tender; he was so free from conceit or arro- 
gance, so modest and unobtrusive, so devoid of petty 
ambitions, so intent on doing his whole duty, so liberal 
and tolerant toward tliose who differed with him, that he 
commanded the respect and won the affection of all "^'ho 
knew him. lie wielded an immense power for good, not 
only by what he actually did, but by the mere force of 
his example, of a quiet, honest, thoughtful life. 

I have spoken of him as unselfish ; I may add, 
from my private knowledge, that he was very generous 
and open-handed to all in need, imparting freely not 
only of Jiis stores of knowledge, but of his purse. I 
could recount many acts of kindly charity and timely 
aid to poor struggling brethren ; but I refrain, for he was 

one of those who never let their right hand know what 

^ 0 

their left hand gives. 

“His un\'arying cheerfulness was another marked 
characteristic. Notwithstanding his physical 'infirmities and 
his engrossing labors, he always seemed to dwell in a 
bright and 'serene atmosphere, full of hope and peace. 
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His very presence was refreshing and inspiriting ; .he went 
in and out among us, impressing all with the 'conviction 
that he was a true man, who had consecrated his life to 
a noble ideal of duty. 

“ Yes, friends and colleagues, we have lost our noblest 
and best man, one who was the heart and soul of the 
highest work done in our profession. In him we lose 
more than we now know; for, ^take him all in all, we 
ne’er shall look upon his like again.* But those who were 
so blessed as to call him friend, will always be thankful 
for his life and example; for such a man as he ennobles 
not only the age in which he lived, but humanity 
itself** 

Much more might be quoted of the same purport; 
but these extracts will suffice to show how grc.it and 
good a man was Carroll Dunham ; as true a hero as 
ever fell in the front of battle, fighting for the right. 

We cannot close this brief memorial more fitly than 
by quoting his parting words to his class, for they strike 
the key-note of his own life: 

May you have the pleasant consciousness, not only 
that you have made some permanent additions to the 
common stock of knowledge for the common good, but 
also that many men and women have been the happier 
for your lives.*' 


E. M. Kellogg, M. D. 




MATERIA MEDICA AND 
THERAPEUTICS. 

I N the exercise of any art which involves the use 
of tools or implements of any kind, the first 
condition essential to success is this: 

That the scope and limits of the art be clearly 
defined and well understood, in order that no attempt 
may be made to exercise the art under circumstances 
which do not call for it, and which would necessarily 
preclude success. 

A second condition no less essential is a thorough 
familiarity with the tools or* implements of the art; 
the origin, nature, powers and capabilities of each, 
and their relations to each other. This knowledge 
will teach us properly to select our tools according 
to the work we have to perform. 

The problems before the artisan, then, are these : 

I. When to use his tools. 

2. What tools to select for each piece of work . 

3. When selected, 'how to use them. 

The practitioner of medicine, in the exercise of 
his performs many functions. He may 

3 ct jj^mpliy as a diagnosdeator of disease,* detecting 

2 
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and explainfng the seat and effects disease, but 
without undertaking to treat it Or, if he undertake 
to restore the sick to health, he may act simply as 
a surgeon, employing mechanical means ^one, doing, 
as the etymology of the word surgeon or chirurgeon 
implies, handiwork. Or, he may act as the chemist, 
antidoting by chemical re-agents, noxious substances 
that are acting injuriously uppn the body. Or, he 
may act as hygienist bringing the laws of physi- 
ology to bear upon the regimen of his patient and 
so ordering his mode of life as to eliminate the dis- 
coverable cause of disease. Or, finally, he may act 
as a therapeutist, by introducing into the organism 
of the patient certain substances from the external 
world which have the power of producing special 
modifications in the condition of the organism ; and 
by means of these modifications he aims to cause 
the diseased action of the organism to cd&se and to 
be supplanted by -the normal healthy action. 

It is only with the' practitioner of medicine in his 
last-named capacity, viz., as therapeutist, or curer of 
disease by means of drugs, that we have to do in 
the study of the sciences of materia medica and ther- 
apeutics. 

The practitioner of medicine, in this capacity, 
employs certain tools or implemente Called drugs. 
These are the tools of hfe ait. The problems before 
him are to determine : ' 

1. When these tools are to be empl|yed., 

2. Their nature, history, and propertieii cdHect- 
ively and individually. 
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3. How they are to be used. 

The first of these probl^s, vLe. : When and under 
what circumstances are drugs to be employed in 
taking cdire of the sick ? has met with a variety of 
practical answers at difiSsrent p^ods in medical his- 
tory. At one time by a certain class of physicians* 
as is well known, drugs were universally and most 
lavishly employed in all cases of sickness. Anoth^ 
school in our own day goes to the opposite extreme 
of denying the power of drugs to control the course 
or result of disease, and altogether abstains from 
using them. Between- these extremes there are all 
degrees of opinion and practice. 

One might think that as this is a practical ques- 
tion, it might be settled by an appeal to experiment 
But if is obvious that no experiments can 'be 
decisive, unless the experimenters agree upon the 
mode of making them. Two series of experiments 
cannot be compared unless their conditions are 
identical. 

If one carpenter should use a plane to make 
smooth the. surface of a plank, an^ another should 
use a gouge for the same purpose, these two artisans, 
on comparing results, woul^ be found to have formed 
very differeht opinions respecting the efficiency of 
tools. . Now, it is notorious that physicians have been 
altogether at variance in fespect of the prinsiples 
upon which drugs should be selected and the mode 
in which they should be used in treating disease. 
This will account for the unseffkd state of the prob- 
fom we are eonsidering. 
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As has 'been said, there is an influential school 
of medicine — the expectant or physiological — vrluch 
professes to abstain altogether from the use of drugs. 
Some advocates of this school argue, upon theoretical 
physiological grounds, that it is impossible for drugs 
to alter the course of action upon which the organ- 
ism has entered in disease; that the organism must 
be allowed to carry out this course of action to its 
physiological conclusions, — indeed cannot be pre- 
vented from so doing. The fallacy of these argu- 
ments will be shown hereafter. 

Others of this school point to the great successes 
of homoeopathic and hydropathic physicians as proofs 
that drugs are a mischief and a mischief only. But 
this argument rests on the erroneous assumption that 
homoeopathists use no drugs. 

The legitimate conclusion from the successes of 
homoeopathists and hydropathists is, that drugs 
unnecessarily and wrongly used are potent for evil ; 
and the practical lesson to be drawn from this con- 
clusion is, that it is a matter of the first importance 
to learn when it is necessary to use drugs and how 
to select and use the right drug for each case. 

When called upon to take charge of a sick per- 
son, the first business of the practitioner is to make a 
diagnosis, — in homely words, to find out what ails the 
suflefer. The prognosis follows upon the diagnosis, 
and may be called a part of it In doing this the 
practitioner observes the objective condition and sur- 
roundings of the patient hears his subjective symp- 
toms from the patient himself if he is able to state 
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'diem, or from his friends; and Ibtens to the. previous 
history of the case He inquires into the previous 
habits and occupations of the patient, ascertains 
whether he has been subjected to exposure or fatigue 
of mind or body, has been in the way of contagions 
or miasms of any kind, has been guilty of excesses 
or subjected to privations. Again, he looks for indi- 
cations of any taint of constitution, any morbid 
diathesis inherited or acquired. In this way he 
endeavors to add to direct observations of the 
patient’s present condition a knowledge of the pre- 
disposing and exciting causes of the disease under 
which he is laboring. Upon these data he forms 
his diagnosis. And up to a certain point his treat- 
ment is governed by his diagnosis. If, for instance, 
he finds the patient lying at the point of death from 
a mortal wound, or from cerebral apoplexy, or from 
whatever cause, he can do no more than communicate 
to the friends his diagnosis and prognosis, his view 
of the nature of the disease and his prediction of its 
course and termination, and leave the patient to their 
kind offices. Or if he find a wound, a fracture, a 
hernia, his diagnosis will be > made accordingly; and, 
whatever his prognosis, he will employ the appro- 
priate surgical means for closing the wound, adjusting 
the fractured parts, or reducing the hernia ; and here- 
with, if there be no complication, his business will* 
come to an end. Or if, again, he find as the excit- 
ing cause of the disease, some vic^ation of the laws 
of healtii, his first business will be to cmise this viola- 
tion to cease. If it have been an error in die^ the 
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diet must be regulated. If an unduly small orundidy 
great amount of exercise, this must be corrected; if 
an improper exposure to heat or cold, light or dark-' 
ness, this must be adjusted ; excesses must be curbed, 
deficiencies made up. In a great many cases, such 
an attention as this to the hygienic needs of the 
body will suffice to restore the patient’s health. In 
every case it is to be the first concern of the phy- 
sician; for, you may be well assured, without this 
care all administration of drugs will be in vain. 

How to do in detail all that has been briefly 
alluded to as the duty of the practitioner in certain 
specified and in all similar cases, will be taught from 
the chairs of surgery, physiology, chemistry, and 
theory and practice. But from each of these chairs 
save that of chemistry, and, above all, from the 
chair of pathology, it will every day be taught that 
in a large number, I might say in a large majority, 
of cases, of sickness, no amount of attention to the 
hygienic needs of the patient will be sufficient to 
put an end to his illness and restore him to health. 
Should his habits be regulated with the strictest 
observance of physiological laws, there will still be 
observed in him a diseased action of the organism, 
which, unless arrested or changed into a healthy 
action, will result in some kind of injury or deformity 
‘of one or more organs of the body, or may result 
in death. 

V 

Now, since in the case supposed the procedures of 
hygiene have failed to effect this necessary change of 
the morbid action into healthy action; sincew although 



MATSRU MBDICA AND THERAPEUTICS. ^ 

condidohs and suiroundings and diet ^d habits 
of the patent art jnst what diey should be, neverthe- 
less the disease condnu^ to progress and to injure 
or even destroy the organs of his' body, we must 
either leave him to his fate, trust to nature to, cure 
him, — a cruel step-mother, as I shall show, some- 
dmes called kind and benignant, but only so because 
less cruel than a false and monstrous system of 
therapeutics, now happily declining, — 1 say we must 
leave him to his fate, or else we must find some 
particular means of bringing to bear on the diseased 
organism an influence capable of converting its mor- 
bid action into healthy action. 

An influence of this kind is that which is exerted 
by drugs. Cases requiring tlie exercise of this in- 
fluence, — cases in which hygiene has failed, or in 
which experience has shown that hygiene will fail, to 
arrest the morbid action of the organism, — these are 
die province of therapeutics, these are the cases in 
which drugs should be employed. 

This may be made more clear by illustrations. 
Suppose a case of infl^mation of the lungs. The 
patient .is seen in the flrst .stage, that of congesdon. 
The physician ascertains the exciting cause, which 
has probably been undue exposure to cold winds or 
to 9 , wet atmosphere, conjoined to a predisposing 
wea!kness of the lungs. All means are at ’once 
employed to adjust the temperature of the apart- 
ment so as to supplement the , deficiency of heat, 
by whi^ in part the malady was induced. Expe- 
lieoce abundandy demonstrated that this cdre 
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will not be- sufficient to restore the lung to its nor- 
mal state; Pathology teaches that in ihis stage the 
capillaries of the lungs are gorged to their utmost 
capacity ; that the blood has almost if not altogether 
ceased to course through these capillaries ; that the 
lining membrane of the air-cell in the part affected 
has ceased to perform its normal function ; and that 
if this state of things continue, the membrane of 
capillaries and air-cells will assume a new function 
and will pour out an exudation which will fill up 
and obliterate the air-cell. If, in this state of things, 
we could bring to *bear upon the patient some 
influence capable of acting just exactly upon the. 
part affected by the disease, and of so acting as to 
resolve this stasis and set the blood in motion again ir 
thus to relieve the gorged capillaries and to restore 
to the membrane of the air-cell the peculiar power 
which nature gave it, this influence would promptly 
effect a cure. ' It is an influence oT this kind which 
we exert when we give a drug which is a specific for 
any diseased condition. And the object of the science 
of materia medica is to discover drugs which possess 
properties of this character, to ascertain the particular 
properties of each drug, and to learn how to give 
each drug in just those cases in which (ts peculiar 
pn^rties will enable it to exercise such an influence 
a§ has been described. 

If, in the case of inflammation of the lungs which 
has been supposed, we know of no «ich dn^, hut 
leave the case to nature, as the saying is, why dien, 
either the inflammation and the consequent bxuda- 
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tion are so extensive as to consolidate a‘ larger part 
of the lung than the patient can spare, and death 
follows ; or else after a bng and tedious illness the 
exudation ceases to be poured out, and then becomes 
more or less completely absorbed again. This ab> 
sorption,* however, is rarely complete. The lung is 
left more or less consolidated and unfit for purposes 
of respiratiop, and more or less prone to the for- 
mation of secondary abscesses or of a nidus jfor the 
deposit of tubercle, while the patient goes forth again 
more or less a cripple in his respiratory organs. 

Such is the benignity of nature, to whose cura- 
tive power we are counseled to intrust our patients 
rather than endeavor to produce specific cures by 
means of drugs. 

Let us meet, at once and for all, this question 
of nature as the great curer, superseding all the 
appliances of art 

How does nature amputate a limb.? First she 
rots the skin, then she rots the muscles, then she 
rots die fascim and the vessels and the nerves, 
leaving them hanging out from the stump; last of 
all, after a long period, t^ie bone, becoming dead 
and britde, by some happy chance gets broken off. 
There is left a conical stump that will not be^r to 
be touched, that will not tolerate an artificial limb, 
that is a torment to die patient, if indeed the months 
of suftering which the operation involves, or the 
drain of the constant discharges have not before 
dus dme carried him off Compare this process and 
result w^di the expeditious amputmlons, the <^nven- 
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ient stumps and the shapely and helpful artificial 
limbs of modern surgery ! Dr. John Ware says that 
“ the business of the medical practitioner is to stand 
between the patient and his friends and prevent the 
latter from interfering wjth the processes of nature ! ” 

He would not think of applying this doctrine 
to the case of amputation ! But he can be justified 
in applying it to cases of internal disease only on 
the assumption that he has as yet no knowledge 
of any better method than nature’s. If this be so, 
then it should be stated as a fact affecting present 
time only, not laid down as a principle to hold 
good forever! 

How does nature relieve a non-inflammatory 
congestion of the lung ? By opening a blood- vessel 
into one of the air-tubes and causing an haemop- 
tysis. We very well know the ordinauy sequelae of 
pulmonary haemorrhage, and how few are they who 
escape its termination in consumption! Is nature 
to be imitated in this? 

Jiow does nature cure a surplus of aicid in the 
blood? By deposits in the joints, inflaming their 
synovial membranes and destroying the function of 
the joints, or by deposits in the kidneys or bladder 
causing nephritis or cystitis or calculi, or both. Shall 
we, from a superstitious devotion to nature, withhold 
cmrsdlves from seeking out a better mode of cure? 

It may* be objected that this is not a ^r state- 
ment of the doctrine which is, that we to imi- 
tate nature, not in her mode of eliminating the 
proximate cause of the disease, but in the fact of 



MATERIA MEDICA AND THERAPEUTICS. II 

its elimination. This reduces nature’s’ t^ching to 
the simple lesson that we are to “get rid of what 
annoys us,” leaving us to find out the ways and 
means. So axiomatic a piece of advice as this 
would hardly seem to* call for the admiration which 
has been expended on “ nature, the great healer of 
diseases ! ” 

The manner in which it has been proposed 
to imitate nature in the cases alluded to is this: 
Whereas in case of pulmonary congestion, she 
abstracts blood from the lungs, the doctors take it 
from the arm, whereas she gets rid of the excess 
of acid in the blood by pouring it into the joints 
and the kidneys, the doctors neutralize it by intro* 
ducing an alkali into the blood. 

But the result of this indirect imitation of nature 
does not differ much from tliat of a direct imitation. 
The cause of the pulmonary congestion being left 
unaffected, this congestion continues to be produced, 
notwithstanding that the doctor abstracts blood 
from the arm to relieve it The continued conges- 
tion exhausts the patient by interfering with respira- 
tion. The doctor at thi same time exhausts him, 
taking away his blood to cure the ever-reproduced 
congestion. Between disease and doctor the patient 
dies! And in this termination, there is still an 
imitation of nature! For does not nature put an 
end to the life of every living creature? 

Let us take a higher view of diese matters. Let 
us ta]^ a lesson from the Creator alike of ourselves 
and of that vdiich we call nature! 
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Man* comes into the world the most helpless of 
all living creatures, the feeblest, apparently the lea^ 
provided for. If we look no higher than to the 
operations of external nature, we should say that his 
race must perish from off the earth, a victini of 
cold, of starvation, of maladies to which more than 
any otlier. creature he is subject The very opposite 
of all this happens. Every apparent law of nature 
is controverted. Man, the feeblest creature, domi- 
nates the earth. Every animal is subject to him. 
The three kingdoms of nature, throughout the globe, 
minister to his needs. How comes this contradic- 
tion ? By the exercise’ of the intellectual faculties 
with which man has been endowed, man the feeble 
becomes mighty. Naked, he clothes himself with 
the spoils of animal and vegetable creation.. Sur- 
rounded by crude food, yet unable to digest it in 
its natural state, his inventive faculties contrive for 
him the means of converting raw flesh and crude 
vegetables into delicate smd savory nutriment, for 
which he gathers condiments from the ends of the 
earth. An easy victim of a host of miasms, he is 
endowed with intelligence to discover and with 
energy to procure, from distant climes if need be, 
specific remedies for the cure of every madady and 
the alleviation of every physical suifisring. That 
he has to some extent succeeded in applying this 
intelligence to this beneficent end, is a guarantee 
of a success that may increase untsl we shhll <have 
a remedy for every ailment 

That we hitherto lack a great -nuiAber of s^- 
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ciiics, this fact; instead of throwing lis back into 
that stolid reliance upon nature, that stolid submis- 
sion to the ills of our original state which is char- 
acteristic of the unenlightened savage, may well 
incite us to renewed ^ertions in this path of inves- 
tigation and discovery so fruithil of blessings to our 
race ! 

To return now from this digression, we perceive 
that our first question may be answered as follows : 

Drugs are to be used in cases in which disease 
persists after the employment of such mechanical, 
chemical or .hygienic means, or all of them, as the 
laws of physiology may indicate, shall have proved 
ineffectual or insufficient to change the morbid 
action of the organism into a healthy action. 

The employment of drugs must always be sec- 
ondary and subordinate to a resort to hygienic 
measures. 

Having thus determined when drugs are to be 
employed,’ viz. : when, after the exciting causes of 
disease, have been removed, the disease still persists, 
and when some special influence from without the 
body is needed ^ bring, it back into the way of 
healthy action, we come now to the second problem, 
viz. : 

What is the nature of drugs in general, and 
how to ascertain the nature and properties of each 
particular drug. 

The iwganism is made up of organs which per- 
fotm their functions by virtue of a susceptibility 
which the tissues of which they are composed pos- 
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sess to . certain stimuli which are necessary to life, 
and which are called general stimuli. These general 
stimuli are light, heat, electricity, air, nioistu«*e, ali- 
ment. The tissues of the lung are endowed with a 
susceptibility to the atmospheric air which acts as a 
stimulus to them, and under the influence of which 
they perform the function of respiration. If this 
stimulus be withdrawn, the lungs cease to perform 
this function, and the animal perishes. If the quM- 
tity or quality of this stimulus be much altered, the 
function is performed in an unnatural or , diseased 
manner, and sickness results. Heat is, also a stim- 
ulus to the lungs as well as to other organs. 
Aliment is a stimulus to the digestive apparatus. 
Instances of this kind might be multiplied. 

Now, it is well understood that when one of 
these stimuli has been in excess or in deflcit, and 
consequently the function of the corresponding organ 
or apparatus comes to be abnormally performed, it 
will often be sufficient to re-adjust the proportion of 
the stimuli, for the organism to recur to its normal 
condition. .To accomplish this re-adjustment is the 
task of the science Of hygiene. * 

But, furthermore, it is also well known, as has 
been already stated, that hygiene, though it may 
with perfect nicety re-adjust the proportions of the 
general stimuli by virtue of which life goes on, is 
not always able by this re-adjustment to' restore the 
organism to its former healthy cmiditioo. - The 
organ or apparatus; which, through scnne deficiency 
or excess or perversion of sonUe stimulus or odier. 
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became diseased, will often remain diseased after 
hygiene has corrected the disproportioned 'stimulus. 
Permanent disease exists, and hygiene has done all 
it can do. ‘ . 

In this state of things we are powerless unless 
we can bring to bear upon the di&eased organ 
some influence which may have the power to di- 
rectly convert its diseased action into the pristine 
healthy action. This, it will be conceded, is the 
desideratum and this must, in some way or other, 
be accomplished. The substances in which such 
influences reside are what we call drugs. 

We now perceive the two requisite conditions 
for the successful employment of drugs in treating 
sickness. 

1. We must possess substances which are . capa- 
ble of exerting such an influence upon the different 
organs of the body as to be able to produce defi- 
nite changes in the mode of action of these organs; 
and 

2. We must know how to apply this knowledge 
of the action of drugs to particular cases of sickness. 

As a conseqUfeiice of what has been said, then, 
a drug may, in general, b*e defined as being any 
substance which is capable of changing or definitely 
modifying the mode in which any organ or system 
of the body performs its functions, or of changing 
or modifying the tissues of the body. 

The study of materia medica is the study of the 
i»l^ and properties of drugs. How, then, are 
these to be ascertained? It iQay not be unprofitable 
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to glance ‘briefly at the history of (hte mataia 
medica at this point. 

There was a time when it was supposed that the 
properties of drugs were indicated by their physical 
properties, their color, odor, shape or taste. Thus, 
aloes, from the yellow color of its solution and from 
its bitter taste, was conceived to act pre-eminently 
upon the liver. ‘ 

This was the famous doctrine of the Signature, 
most groundless and fanciful, and yet, like every 
other visionary notion, it was not without some sem- 
blance of support in analogy. 

The chemical properties of substances furnished 
another supposed means of ascertaining their sup- 
posed properties as drugs. If they were to be 
employed as chemical re-agents in the cure of dis- 
ease nothing could be more rational. But' it' must 
be remembered that we know but little about the 
chemistry of disease; indeed, that chemistry deals 
only with the results of organic action, while we 
aim, by the action of drugs, to modify organic action 
itself. Furthermore, experience shows us that sub- 
stances possessing analogous chemical action pro- 
duce very different effects as drugs. And, finally, 
when we come to the vegetable kingdom, we find 
the chemical composition and reactions of the dif- 
ferent varieties to be nearly identical, Vhile their 
action upon the vital oi^anism is as various as 
could be imagined. 

But leaving the history of materia m^io, let us 
ask ourselves again whjn it is that we seek? To find 
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out the properties of substances that we suppose to 
be drags, to ascertain whether substances ‘which we 
are investigating be really drugs or not, i. e., whether 
they be capable of modifying the action of the 
organs of the body. What method so direct so 
simple, so certain, as to test them on the living body; 
not on the lower animals, for these are often variously 
affected by drugs; but on the human beings for whose 
benefit they are to be employed as medicines. 

But shall they be tested on the sick? This 
might be regarded as hardly justihable, or if it were 
justifiable, it would be difficult to draw an inference 
from the action upon one case of sickness respect* 
ing its action upon another case of sickness; since 
each case of sickness is different from every other 
case. And then again, if we were* to gain knowl- 
edge of drugs only by experimenting on the sick, 
and this knowledge were to serve us only in case 
we should meet a similar case of sickness again, 
our knowledge would be always too late to be of 
service. We should know well what had happened, 
but should have no store of general knowledge 
ready for any case that might occur. 

It is a general rule in physics, that when we try 
ah experiment we should have every element that 
enters into the experiment in as normal a condition 
as possible. This can only be done if we experi-. 
ment on the body in health. 

Accordingly, all trustworthy and useful knowl- 
edge of drugs has been obtained by experiments 
upon the healthy subject 
3 
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Such experiments are what we call proving[S tX. 
drugs. They are made by gfreater or less numb^*s 
of independent observers. The coiiKsdences of 
effects observed by independent provers are cheering 
evidences of the correctness of this method. By 
the application of physiological knowledge to the 
results of these provings, a more or less complete 
appreciation of the action of a drug may be gathered. 

It is in this way that we ascertain the nature and 
properties of drugs. 

The special method and importance of drug- 
proving will form the subject of a future lecture. 
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I N our last lecture we discussed the nature of the 
sciences of materia medica and therapeutics, 
defining the one to comprise a knowledge of the 
properties of drugs, and the other a knowledge of 
the method of using drugs to cure sick people. 

We then discussed two of the three general 
problems which present themselves to the medical 
practitioner in his capacity as a curer of disease by 
means of drugs. These were: 

I. Under what circumstances of sickness he is 
called upon and required to resort to the use of 
drugs in treating disease. 

2 . The means of ascertaining the properties of 
drugs. To this second problem I wish to devote 
a few more words, for 1 greatly desire that you 
should very clearly understand the impQs^bility of 
acquiting a definite and complete knowledge of the 
^solute and positive properties of drugs in any 
other iKray than by provings upon the healthy 

of the action of drugs upon the 
properties of the drug in relation to 
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the organism when in that particular aUuMmal con- 
dition,- but give uS|^no absolute knowledge of its 
constant action upon the organism. Yet we can 
have no science of therapeutics without some such 
knowledge of the constant and uniform properti^ 
of drugs. 

If we gfive mercury to a patient laboring under 
Bright’s disease, we find that an exceedingly small 
quantity produces a very powerful and, remarkable 
effect, and such an effect as we see from mercury 
under no other circumstances. 

Now, this knowledge would be of service to us 
if we should contemplate giving mercury in another 
case of Bright’s disease ; but it would not help us 
at all if the question were whether or not we should 
give mercury in some other disease, as for example, 
pericarditis. And yet you will perceive that one 
great essential of a science of therapeutics is, that 
it shall cfhable us to predict the effect of the appli- 
cation of a drug < in a new case ; to know before- 
hand what effect we shall be able to produce; and 
by this knowledge to select a drug capable of pro- 
ducing the effect we desire. 

Now, on the other hand, if a dozen or a 
hundred healthy persons take mercury, the effects, 
produced on them are, with the exception of slight 
differences depending on the idiosyncrasies of die 
provers, identical. This mediod then enables us to 
gain an absolute knowledge of the constant and 
uniform properties of drugs in their relation to tiie 
living organism. 
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If now, having gained this knowledge, we could 
advance a step farther, and 6*1 out what relation 
the effects which a drug produces on the healdiy 
subject bear to those symptoms of disease which 
the drug is capable of removing, we should possess 
the elements of the much desired science. For, 
then, having the symptoms of the disease before 
us, and knowing the relationship which these symp- 
toms bear to the effects of a drug capable of remov- 
ing them, we could select our drug with a priori 
certainty of curing our patient 

Having thus considered the problem of the 
general nature and properties of drugs, and the 
method of ascertaining these properties, we come 
now to the third problem: How to use drugs. 

Let us suppose that by the method already 
pointed out^ viz. : experiment on the healthy human 
subject, we have gained a tolerably accurate knowl- 
edge of the properties and powers of certain drugs 
to modify the action of the organism. 

Let us further suppose that a sick person is 
under our charge, in whose case the resources of 
hygiene have already bc^ji exhausted and to no 
purpose. His regimen and food have been regu- 
lated as well as could be desired. Still he does 
not recover. The interposition of some influence 
from without is needed to restore him to health. In 
shor^ drugs are required. We know the properties 
of a variety of drugs, their action on the healthy 
subject The question now is how, on the basis of 
this knowledge, i^iall we select a suitable ^medy 



22 STUDY OF MATERIA MEDICA. 

for the sick man? How shall we s^ply pur know!- 
e(!ge of the action %f the drug on the healthy sub- 
ject, so as to know what drug to select for 'this 
particular case of sickness? We demand, in other 
words, a principle or law for the selection of reme- 
dies. The selection and administration of remedies 
constitute the science of therapeutics^ as the inves- 
tigation of the properties of drugs constitutes the 
science of materia medica; and the principle or law 
of which we are in quest would be the great central 
principle of the science of therapeutics, just as the 
law of attraction is the central principle of the sci- 
ence of mechanics, and the law of the diffusion of 
light is the central principle of optics. It is impos- 
sible to conceive of a science (properly so called) 
without some such fundamental principle. A collec- 
tion of facts bearing on therapeutics might be made 
which would be an interesting historical risumi 
of what had been done in the past, but which 
would be of but little or no service to the physician 
in ’the treatment of any new case,^ — which would 
not enable him to predict the result of treatment in 
a new case. And yet there are some medical men 
who deny the necessity for any therapeutic law and 
rely only on uninethodized. experience. Of tiiese 
we ^all presently speak at greater length.' 

I wish now to speak of the physiological sdiool, 
so called; as that which makes, ju^ now, the loudest 
claims to exclusive possessitm of the l^y sqtehtific 
method of treating diseased I shafi speak of it at 
some length, because it is Of the greatest impor- 
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tance tiial you learn as early in ybur • studies 
as possible to analyze closel|| and fearftssly «!! 
claims and pretendons of this kmd, and that you 
learn to distinfguish clearly between assumptions 
and facts. 

The physiological school scoffs at a therapeutic 

law, because a law of this kind is empirical, and 

does not rest on a rational understanding of the 

causes of disease. And this is true. It is likewise 

* 

true of physics. The laws of the attraction of grav- 
itation, and of the diflusion of light and of chemical 
* affinity, in definite proportions, are empirical laws. 
They do not rest on a rational understanding of 
the causes of the phenomena with which they dOal 
respectively, for, in truth, we know nothing about the 
causes of these phenomena, and have never been 
able to find out anything about them. These laws 
are simply inductions from a multitude of observed 
facts. But the physiological school undertakes to 
find out the causes of the phenomena of disease; 
to trace the symptoms of disease back to their ulti- 
mate origin, and then acting on the general princi- 
ple, *“ remove the cause and the effect will cease,” 
to remove the cause thus discovered and so cure 
the disease. 

We have shown that in matters of hygiene this 
is possible and is the true method. It would be 
the true method in therapeutics if it were possible. 
But it i$ not possible, as we shall best show by an 
exampla 

Supper a fitUy developed inflammation of the 



24 


Sl'UOV OF MATFRIA MEDICA. 


lungs. .The rational symptoms are: beat Of the 
acieleratfed and har^ned pulse, difficult respitatioiv 
oppressing pain in the* thora3^ dry coug^, touglv 
rusty expectoration. • The physical signs are: dull- 
ness on percussion, bronchial respiration, and oh the 
margins of the dullness, fine crepitatbn. The patho- 
logical condition is: locally, a deposit of hbrine in 
the air-cells and tubes, consolidating the lung; and 
generally, a marked excess of hbrine in the blood. 
Now, the physiological school assumes this geneial 
pathological condition to be the essential cause of 
the disease ; to lie at the foundation -of all its symp ^ 
toms; and it therefore proposes, as the method of 
cure, to get rid of this pathological condition, viz., 
the excess of fibrine in the blood and the local 
deposit of fibrine in the lung. To accomplish this 
several means may be resorted to,' which, though 
apparently different, are the same in principle. 
Blood may be abstracted from the arm. This 
will diminish the quantity of the circulating fluid, 
and thereby diminish the actual, although not the 
relative, quantity of fibrine. But as the quantity 
of the circulating fluid must always be the same, 
water is poured into the vessels from the surround- 
ing tissues or from the intestines, and thus the blood 
is really diluted. All other antiphlogistk or deriva- 
tive methods or medicines act in the same way. 
But does this method reach the neal ultimate cause 
of the disease? By no means. /In he^f^ ihe blood 
does not contain too much $brine. ^How came it 
to do so in disease ? This leads :|o the question : 



STUQY' OF MATERIA MEDICA. 25 

Where is the fibrine manufactured! and ‘how came 
so much to be made, or by means is ftbri^e 
generally removed fiom the blood, and how happens 
it that it is not more rapidly removed ? To these 
questions the physiologists can return no certain 
responses as yet But if they could do so, is it not 
obvious that in order that the blood should contain 
too much fibrine, there must have been either too 
much made or too little consumed. Now, if either 
of these be die case, how unwise to think of recti- 
fying matters by merely conveying away the surplus. 
It is like endeavoring to pump out a leaking vessel 
while the leak is still open. The pumping out is 
only a palliation, — can ‘never be a cure. The cau^ 
of the disease must lie in the secretion of the fibrine. 
But ‘this process is conducted, as you learn from 
the chair of physiology, through the agency of a 
structureless cell-wall, and by a process of which 
we know, and can know, absolutely nothing. It is 
an ultimate fact, a part , of the fact of life. Such are 
all the ultimate causes of disease. And as diseased 
organic action is merely a modification of healthy 
organic action, as disease .is only modified life, we 
can never hope to attain a knowledge of the real 
causes of disease, and can never base a therapeutics 
on the rational method of removing the cause. We 
mu^ fall back, as all investigators of natural science 
have done^ on an empirical science and an emprical 

T^ great ^ajority, however, even of the old 
regard a therapeutic law as a 
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great dea^eratum, as something essential to the 
cAistStution of medicine as a science. 

But to return to our patient. How shall we 
determine what drug to give him? We have prob- 
ably made a diagnosis, and given to the collective 
symptoms which he presents some name of a dis- 
ease, although, if we have much experience at the 
bedside we shall undoubtedly have remarked that 
though the same name may be given to a large 
number of apparently similar cases of sickness, yet 
in reality no two of them are in all respects alike; 
indeed they often differ very widely. This is because 
the peculiarities of the individual patient are super- 
added to the general symptoms of the disease under 
which he is regarded as laboring. 

But having formed our diagnosis and given a 
name to the case, we might recall from the annals 
of medicine a number of cases to which a similar 
name had been given, and which had been cured 
by such or such drugs. Now, there is a school 
of . medicine, and it includes some very brilliant 
names, which teaches that such clinical experience 
as this is our only trustworthy source of thera- 
peutic knowledge, that we must gather up *reports 
of cases and analyze them, find out what mode of 
treatment cured the greatest number of cases, and 
ildopt this as the right mode. 

Louis, in Europe, and Bartlett and La Roche, 
in this country, are the representatives of diis 
methodical or numerical school. 

Now, it will be easily sho^n, I believe, that 
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while this method may- be better than, nothing, 
while it may answer as a make-shift until sAne 
better be discovered, it is very far from being in any 
true sense a science of therapeudcs. One objec- 
tion is this: Its aim is too low. It aims to cure 
only a majority of cases of any disease; for it avails 
itself of a method that succeeded only in a majority, 
not in all; it does not provide for the minority that 
were not cured by this favorite mode of treatment 
It makes no provision for the investigation of the 
reason why it was tliat the mode in question foiled 
in a certain number of cases, although it succeeded 
in a majority. And yet this failure could not have 
been accidental. There are no accidents in nature. 
There must have been some good reason for the 
failure, a reason, to be ascertained by investiga- 
tion and so turned to account as to diminish the 
minority, and finally altogether to eliminate the 
failures. 

This point may be illustrated by example. If 
we gather the clinical records of intermittent fever, 
we shall find that a large majority of the cures 
recorded were effected b>* cinchona or its derivatives. 
The methodical school would therefore pronounce 
cinchona the rare for^ intermittent, still a minority 
of cases will be found which cinchona foiled to rare. 
There must be a good reason for this fmlure, arid 
a trae science of therapeutics should make provision 
for the searchmg out and foe finding of this reason. 
Hie science c$ the mefoodbts m^es no such pro- 
virion. The highest ideal of the mefood^M^ then. 
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would be to cure a majority of the cases intrusted 
to* them. This is too low an ideal to sadsfy^ a 
reasoning creature. 

To find out this reason why cinchona, which 
cures so many cases, yet fails to cure other cases 
bearing the same name, one must evidently examine 
carefully the cases cured, on the one hand, and the 
cases which failed to be cured, on the other hand, 
in the hope of finding some traits of difference 
among the many features of resemblance. It 'will 
be found that such points of difference exist; that 
while the symptoms of chill, fever and sweat may 
exist in all, thus entitling all to the generic name 
of intermittent fever, there are, nevertheless, minor 
differences between the two classes of cases suffi- 
cient to make them quite distinct Thus, for exam- 
ple, some cases have thirst, while others have 
none. Some have gastro-intestinal complications, 
while others have none. Or, complications of other 
organs or systems may exist. We thus see differ- 
ences in cases grouped under the same nosological 
name. But as yet this does not help us to a reason 
why cinchona should cure some of these cases 
and not others. And yet this is the very “pith 
and marrow” of the question. This is the all-im- 
portant question for solution. Foi^ it is obvious 
that if we could find out why cinchona cures cer- 
tain cases presenting certain symptoms, we should 
know with certainty whether to give ^cinchona oil 
not in a new case. We should ha^ edabli^ed a . 
relation between' cinchona! or its properties and the 
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symptoms- presented by cases. of sickness.' .Such a 
relation is a law. We should then have iSscovered 
the great desideratum, the therapeutic law. What 
we seek to know then is this: What relation i§ there 
between the physiological action, the absolute 
properties of drugs, as ascertained by provings on 
the ' healthy subject, and the symptoms of disease ? 
We have shown that the properties of drugs, in 
the sense in which we use the term, are accurately 
ascertained only by the symptoms they produce on 
the healthy subject The question, then, may be 
expressed as follows: What relation subsists be- 
tween the symptoms which a drug produces on the 
healthy subject and those which it will remove 
from a sick man? If we could answer this ques- 
tion, we should know what drug to select for our 
sick man, who has been waiting for a prescription 
while we have been discussing this subject 

Very long ago, an answer was given to this 
question- in the words : Contraria conlrariis oppo- 
nenda, which means that the relation of contra- 
riety or opposition should exist between the symp- 
toms of the patient and the symptoms which the 
drug that we are to ^lect to cure him is capable 
of producing. This was assumed to be the natural 
solution the .question. It was argued, and still 
is. argued, that if a patient be heated, he seeks 
that which will cool him ; if thirsty, that which will 
Klin not thirsty ; if constipated, a laxative ; if 
fn tim bowds, an . astringent, etc., etc. 

<jj^ecti^ to this proposed law is twofold r 
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1. It rests upon a confusion of ideas. The 
procedures of hygiene are confounded with thtwe 
of therapeutics. In hygienic treatment the problem 
is to find out which of the naturfd general stimuli 
necesWry to maintain health has been deficient or 
in excess or perverted, and to re^twe or regulate 
it By this method, if there be too much heat 
from this stimulus having been in excess, the 
obvious remedy is a diminution of the supply. If 
thirst spring from a too sparing supply of water, it 
is obvious that this must be made up, etc. And 
the test of a successful judgment in sucli cases is 
the cessation of the symptom. So in the case of 
constipation, if the impacted faeces act merely as 
a mechanical irritant, as a foreign body in the 
intestine, their removal by direct mechanical means 
or indirectly through an irritation produced' in the 
intestine by drugs, is purely a hygienic procedure, 
and may be effected in accordance with the law 
Coutraria contrariis. 

2. But when we come to symptoms which 
result not directly from abnormal supply of stimuli, 
but from a modification of the vital forces, and 
which consist in alterations of sensation, of func> 
tion, of tissue, how can we find the contraries, the 
opposites of these symptoms ? What symptom pro- 
duced on the healthy subject by a drug can be 
the opposite or contrary of a spre throat, of a 
gastralgia, of a toothache, of a miliary rai^ of a 
delirium, of a nausea, of a small-pox fm^fcole, of a 
scarlatina eruption, of a varicose ulcer? 
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No more words are needed to show'^e ab> 
surdity of die maxim viewed in this light, — die 
impossibility of die proposed law. But it may be 
ssud that this interpretadon does not do it justice. 
It may be urged diat we are *^10 seek not die con- 
traries of the symptoms themselves, but the oppo- 
sites of that physiological or pathological state 
whicdi gave rise to the symptoms. 

In considering die subject from this point we 
shall be able to pronounce an opinion at the same 
time upon anodier principle of dierapeudcs, that 
indeed which is at the present day regarded widi 
almost universal favor, — the method, it may be 
called, of treating disesses upon general principles. 

This method ignores any therapeutic law, its 
possibility or necessity. The reliance of this method 
is upon pathology, by means of which science it 
proposes to ascertain the interior changes in tissue 
and structure, which lie at the foundation of, and 
give rise to, the symptoms of the patient, and thus 
get a rational appreciation of the symptoms. It 
studies the symptoms produced by the drug in the 
same way. After having formed a theory of the 
conditions which produce' these symptoms respect- 
ively, this mode of treatment prtiposes to select a 
drug capable of producing a pathological condition 
opposite or contrary to that which gave rise to the 
symptoms of the patient 

Except in words, this method does not differ 
from that which we have discussed. Instead of 
t^pposing syh^rtoms to symptmns directly, a theory 
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is formed respecting each series of symptoms, and 
these theories are opposed to each other. , 

Using the word symptom as we do, in its broad- 
est sense, to include every fact that can be ascer- 
tained or observed by the medical praedtioner, both 
objective and subjective, the symptoms of a patient 
comprise all that can be known respecting the 
patient’s disease. To theorize upon the proximate 
or ultimate cause of these symptoms is npt to add 
anything to our knowledge. It is indeed interpos- 
ing an hypothesis, the probable result of which will 
be to lead us astray. In no possible event can it 
facilitate the cure. 

Let us suppose a casej, A patient presents a 
series of symptoms, among which paleness, palpi- 
tation, want of appetite, loss of strength, perhaps 
haemorrhage from various surfaces, are prominent 
These, with the other symptoms, furnish all that 
can be ascertained about this patient Physiology 
and pathology enable us to comprehend how these 
symptoms are connected with each other, and with 
certain states of the solid and fluid tissues of the 
body; and thus these sciences enable us to form a 
diagnosis and a prognosis and to institute a hygi- 
enic treatment ^ut when we come to therapeutics, 
if we adopt the method of treating on “ general 
principles,” we shall say, the bjood is deficient in 
red globules, hence the paleness and palpitation. 
The serum is in excess, hence the anasarca 
and the loss of strength. There are Ispdty an4' 
flaccidity of the sur&ce membruies^ and of the 
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muscles and nerves, hence the haemorrhages and 
the debility. 

The indication is to give a remedy which will 
increase the red globules and will give tone to 
membranes, muscles and nerves. 

This sounds wise and practical. But on analysis 
it proves to be mere verbiage. The patholo^cai 
statement is a mere restatement of the symptoms, 
adding nothing to their force or significance. 

The indication may be reduced to this simple 
general indication : Give a drug that will cure the ’ 
patient, — a thing we all wish to do. We know of 
no drug that will, in the healthy subject, increase 
the red globules of the blood ; nor can we ever 
know a drug that will give tone to the healthy 
membrane, muscle and nerve. For what do we 
mean by tone? Nothing more nor less than 
healthy normal condition. Can any drug ever pro- 
duce this condition in a healthy subject? Can we 
reproduce what is already in active existence ? 
It is manifest, then, that this method is, after all its 
parade of science, its pathological analysis, its 
indication, and its appeal to general principles, 
nothing else but the raw and crude resort to unmeth- 
odized, empirical experience. Iron, which in the case 
supposed, would of Course be the drug selected, 
will in reality be chosen, not because its symptoms ■ 
sustain, or their hypothetical, pathological cause 
bear^ any relation of contrariety to the symptoms of 
die patient or their hypothetical pathological cause ; 
but solely because it was found out in some man- 
4 
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ner unknown that iron would cure such aifd 

manifold experience has corroborated the discovery. 
Just as it was found out that cinchona would cure 
intermittent fever and mercury syphilis. The fact 
that iron cures the case, and that iron is a constit- 
uent of the red globule, is a mere curious cwnci- 
dence. But unless a law shoulfl be. induced from 
such experience, we have shown that the experience 
alone cannot serve as the basis of a science of 
therapeutics. 

It is clear, then, that the relation between the 
symptoms of a disease and the symptoms of the 
drug that will remove them, cannot be that of con- 
trariety or opposition. 

How may we ascertain what it is if indeed 
there be any fixed relation? 

If we had no knowledge of any drugs tliat 
almost uniformly cure certain diseases, it would be 
almost impossible to find an answer to this ques- 
tion. But, fortunately, we possess several drugs of 
which we know by long and often-repeated expe- 
rience, indeed by common consent, that they do 
cause the disappearance of certain definite groups 
of symptoms. Now, is it not probable that if we 
avail ourselves of these facts, and if we prove some 
such drug upon the healthy ofgatusm, and compare 
the -symptoms thus produced by it. with the . symp- 
toms which we know it to be capable . of curing, 
we shall thus at last, after a number of such trials, 
arrive at a knowledge of the .wlatacm whk^ exists 
between the symptoms whidi a drug cSh produce 
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on &e healthy, and those which it can ‘remove in 
' the sick? This relation, if constantly observed, 
would serve as a therapeutic law. For, by provings 
upon die healthy we have it in our power to 
ascertain the symptoms which every drug is capa- 
ble of producing. We can have thus an armament 
in reserve to meet any symptoms that may present 
themselves in a patient And there is no limit to 
the extent to which this may be carried. 

Now, this has actually been done with respect 
to all the well-known and conceded specific medi- 
cines, and indeed to nearly all knoVm drugs. It 
has been observed that a constant relation exists 
between the symptoms which a drug will produce 
In the healthy subject and those which it will cure 
in the sick. This relation is that of similarity. 

It is not necessary to adduce at this time 
instances in corroboration of this statement They 
will occur during every lecture of this course when 
we come to the study of individual drugs. 

From the fact of this constant relationship of 
similarity springs the therapeutic law which I believe 
to be the universal and only on^—Similia simili~ 
bus curantur. Diseases are to be cured by drugs 
which are capable of producing in the healthy sub- 
ject symptoms amilar to those of the disease in 
question. 
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The homoeopathic materia medica is made 
up, theoretically at least, of the objective and sub- 
jective symptoms produced upon healthy persons 
by drugs, taken with a view to ascertain their 
physiological or pathogenetic effects. I say the- 
oretically, because our materia medica being as 
yet incomplete and imperfect, whereas the exigen- 
cies of practice are as wide and various as the 
distribution and the diseases of the human race, 
we are under the present necessity of supplement- 
ing our pure provings by observations of the action 
of remedies on the sick (called clinical symptoms), 
by toxicological records which are involuntary prov- 
ings made in a rougher way than we could desire, 
and even by hypothetical conclusions from the 
scanty data of incomplete provings, as, for exam- 
ple, when from the action of a drug upon the 
mamma we infer its effect upon the ovary, etc., etc. 
The necessities for the temporary expedients will 
be less frequent in proportion as we are able to 
carry forward the development of the science of 
materia medica. This is a work which ’requires 
much time, labor and self-sacrifice of diose who 
engage in it, and several generations must pass 
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dway before the science will' have attained tolerable 
completeness. Were it never so complete,' we are 
called upon to deal with bedside problems that 
would severely tax its resources. And we are com- 
pelled to base our prescriptions frequently upon 
clinical observations, upon analogies, upon some 
trivial s)rmptoms in some region of the body quite 
remote from the pathological center of the disease; 
certainly such cases as these most brilliantly illus- 
trate the value of our grand therapeutic law, which 
leads us to success through many dark places on 
which pathology would shed no light Neverthe- 
less, as students of science we cannot but desire 
that our materia medica should be as complete, and 
should present us pictures of drug diseases, as 
numerous and varied as the maladies for which we 
are called to prescribe; as workers in the domain 
of science, we cannot but determine to give our- 
selves to this task of developing the materia medica. 
It behooves us then to examine our present 
materia median, and mark where it is weak and 
defective, that our earnest efforts may be given first 
to those points. Before specifying some of these 
points, let me speak for a moment of others on 
■ which I think the materia medica is strong, since 
by thbse we may exemplify the characteristics of a 
serviceable pathogenesis. 

I consider that in its account of the action of 
drugs upon the alimentary canal as compared w'ith 
other regions, the homoeopathic materia medica is 
reasonably complete and definite. As regards the 
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stomach, the symptoms of drugs are, in genera], so 
clearly stated that we can distinguish, as Dr. Hir- 
schel has shown in his prize essay on cardlalgia, 
the neuroses from the various organic affections, 
and in each of these departments it is not often 
necessary to hesitate long in the selection of the 
remedy. 

If this be true of the stomach, it may be still 
more emphatically stated of the lower portions of 
the alimentary canal. Amon^ the points upon 
which the symptoms of the materia medica give 
data which enable us to distinguish the indications 
of one drug from those of another, may be named: 
the sensations and pains, both those felt by the 
patient -irrespective of his actions, and such as are 
induced by motion, touch, etc. ; second, perform- 
ance of function ; third, contents of the intestine, 
as evidenced by evacuations ; fourth, symptoms 
attendant upon evacuation. 
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a twofold study, each branch of which may be a distinct 
and indepeftdent study, viz, : i. Study of the phenomena 
of natural disease, and z. Study of the phenomena of 
the action of drugs on the healthy subject — These studies 
must be empirical and positive, recognizing only facts and 
disregarding hypotheses — ^symptoms in the broad sense the 
only object of study — Similarity being the object of our 
search, cases are to be individualized, and nosologies to be 
disregarded — Each case studied in and for itseff — Same 
with diseases and pathogeneses — What are symptoms t — 
How are physiology and pathology to be employed f — Varie- 
ties of symptoms — Generic, specific, characteristic — The same 
of diseases as of drugs What is a proving f — How to 
study a drug. 

T he last lecture concluded with a statement of 
what I regard as the universal therapeutic 
law; that commonly expressed by the words 
ilia similibm curantur” or, “Sick persons are to 
be cured by drugs which produce in the healthy 
sytiiptoma sanilar to those of the sick per$pns." 
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Adherence to this law as the universal law of 
cure is distinctive of the homoeopathic ^hpol of 
medicine. Nevertheless, the statement of die law 
did not by any means originate with Hahnemann,, 
the founder of homceopathy ; nor is the acceptance 
of the law as a j^w of cure confined to homoeo- 
pathicians. Many most distinguished physician* • of 
the old school, as Pereira, Watson, Trousseau, 
Bouchut, and many others, accept it as a law of 
cure, of wide application, altho^jgh they deny its 
universality. I believe, their denial springs from a 
confusion in their minds between the procedures of 
hygiene and therapeutics. The law was clearly 
expressed in a very remarkable passage of a work 
ascribed to Hippocrates. Paracelsus had a glimpse 
of this truth, and expressed it in his quaint and 
mystical fashion; and in so far as the imperfect 
state of the materia medica allowed, it is believed 
that he practiced in accordance with it. *‘Stoerck 
was struck with the idea that if stramonium dis- 
turbs the senses, and produces mental derangement 
in persons who are healthy, it might very easily 
be administered to maniacs for the purpose of 
restoring the senses by effecting a change of 
ideas.” (Hahnemann’s “ Organon,” 4th American 
Edition, p. 76.) This was a perception of a partic- 
ular ‘instance, but not of the general law. ^ 
Stahl expresses himself as follows: “The 
received method in medicine, qf treating diseases 
by opposite remedies — that: is to say,, by medi- 
cines which are opposed to d%e effects they pro- 
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duce (contritria cmtrarits)--~\& ^lompletely false and 
absurd. I am convinced, on the contrary, that 
diseases are subdued by agents which produce a 
similar affection (similia similibus) ; burns by the 
heat of a fire to which the parts are exposed j the 
frost-bite by snow or icy -cold wj^ter; and inflam- 
mations and contusions by spirituous applicatft>ns. 
It is by these means I have succeeded in curing 
a disposition to acidity of the stomach by using 
very small doses of sulphuric acid in cases where 
a multitude of absorbing powders had been admin- 
istered to no purpose.” 

This was written in Denmark in 1738, nearly 
fifty years before Hahnemann’s first publication on 
the subject It is a distinct statement of tlie law. 

Hahnemann, who was a very learned man and 
a very highly educated physician, became, early in 
his practice, deeply and painfully convinced of the 
great uncertainty of medical science as it was then 
taught and practiced, and of the serious injuries 
that were often inflicted on the patients by .the 
improper use of drugs. He fully indorsed the say- 
ing of his predecessor, Girtanner, that “ the doctor 
with his drugs is like a blind man with a club. 
He aims to crush the disease, but is quite as likely 
to destroy the patient.” Hahnemann whs by no 
meaqi singular in this view of actual medical 
science. Most of his contemporaries agreed with 
him. And from his day to the present, eminent 
physidans of the old school have expressed similar 
convictsons. What fruits did this conviction bear? 
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It is related of Sir Isaac Newton that when ^ked 
to account for his transcendent genius and its won- 
derful achievements, he modestly replied that it con- 
sisted in nothing but this: that he had a little more 
patience and perseverance than some other men. ' 

So Hahnemann, when convinced of the uncer- 
tainty and unsafeness of the medical science of his 
day, rested not in his search for something more 
safe and sure. “ He that seeketh shall find.” • To 
the receptive, eager mind, a trivial incident may 
serve as the clue to a brilliant discovery, just as 
the falling apple did in Newton’s case and the 
swinging chandelier in Galileo’s. 

Hahnemann, having taken a dose of tincture 
cinchonae, observed the symptoms which resulted 
from it He was struck with their similarity to the 
symptoms of an attack of intermittent fever, from 
which he had suffered years before. He knew that 
cinchona was the great specific for intermittent 
fever. The question at once occurred to him, Can 
it be that this similarity is a mere coincidence in the 
case of this particular drug and the disease which it 
cures, or is it an example of a general law of nature? 
If it be indeed a general law of nature, may it not 
be the great therapeutic law of which we are in so 
great need? Up to this point of perceiving or 
suspecting the law, Similia similib^s curdi^iur, 
Hahnemann had been preceded, as he very well 
knew and ppenfy stated, by Hippocrates^ Stoerdc 
and Stahl, and others.- They, however, contented 
themselves with throwing out uitimation w con- 
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jecture and abandoning it. Not so Hahnemann. 
He argued: if diis be a general law, it is capable 
of demonstration in two wajrs: 

1. A posteriori ^ — by searching and analyzing 
the records of medicine, — a task which he forthwith 
undertook with great success, and, 

2. A priori , — by the direct experiment, — by 
ascertaining the effects of some drugs on the 
healthy subject, and then giving them to sick peo- 
ple whose symptoms happened to be similar to 
those which the drugs had produced. 

By experiments and observations of these kinds, 
carried on for twenty years, Hahnemann satisfied 
himself of the truth of the law. The points of evi- 
dence will be laid before you when we study the 
different drugs of the materia medica. 

But now, please take notice that this law 
requires that the sick person shall receive a drug 
which is capable of producing in the healthy sub- 
ject symptoms similar to those of the patient This 
law can never be applied in practice unless 'we 
possess a materia medica which contains a record of 
the symptoms which dn'gs produce in the healthy. 
No such materia medica existed in Hahnemann’s 
day. All that there was, was a mere record of 
the effects upon the sick, and of hypotheses and 
guesses. Now came into operation that infinite 
^dence and that perseverance which mark tran- 
sc^dent genius. Hahnemann undertook the Titanic 
hbair of creating this indispensable materia medica. 
Prolog more than a ^hundred drugs upoQ, himself 
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and his friends, subjecting himself thereby to toil 
and suffering indescribable, he compiled for us the 
“Materia Medica Pura,” in six volumes, and the 
“ Chronic Diseases,” in five volumes, — an imperish- 
able monument to his genius and self-devotion. 

This materia medica, founded by Hahnemann, 
and enlarged and enriched by the labors of his 
successors and by the addition of all that is trust- 
worthy in ancient or contemporary literature, is our 
treasury of knowledge of the action of drugs upon 
the human organism. 

You will observe that the therapeutic law we 
have laid down speaks of two classes of symptoms: 

1. Those of the patient; and, 

2. Those produced in the healthy subject by 
a drug. If the latter be similar to the former, then 
the drug which produced the latter will remove the 
former. 

This statement points to two subjects for our 
study, — the symptoms respectively of sick persons 
and of drug-provings. 

The law, it will be noticed, is empirical. It is 
based on no theory of the action of drugs, and it 
involves no theory whatever. It merely states that 
a coincidence has been observed to exist between 
the symptoms which, a drug will cause in the 
healthy and those which it will remove in th^ick. 
In this respect it is analogous to the laws of grav- 
itation and of '(tchemical affinity, and in definite 
proportions indeed, to the great cent^ laws Of all 
the natural sciences. 
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Ir like manner the studies of the two classes 
of symptoms to which the law points us, are to be 
made in a positive and empi^cal manner; and we 
are to take care that no hypothesis respecting the 
nature and ultimate cause of the symptoms which 
we observe in the sick, be allowed to come in and 
modify or pervert our pure observation. 

In order to apply the therapeutic law in the 
treatment of disease, we have then to study, 

1. The symptoms of patients ; and, ' 

2. The symptoms of healthy persons who have 
taken drugs for the purpose of ascertaining their 
effects. 

These studies are similar in their character, but 
they are wholly independent of each other, and 
may be pursued separately; indeed, are only con- 
joined when the object of the study is to be quali- 
fied to practice the art of curing. This being one 
object, we cannot do better than devote some 
time to an investigation of the modes of studying 
symptoms. * 

By a symptom of disease, whether it be a nat- 
ural disease or a diseased state produced upon 
himself intentionally by a prover of drugs, we mean 
any deviation from a normal condition in any organ 
or fiinction of the body, which deviatiqn is capable 
of b^g observed by the physician or by the 
attendants, or by the patient himself. The senses 
of the observers may be assisted* by any imple- 
ments or processes, such as the stethoscope, the 
microseoper die ophthalmoscope, chemical analysis, 
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etc., etc. If every function of the body be per- 
formed in a proper, healthy manner, there can of 
course be no symptoms of disease. If any function 
be not performed in a proper, healthy manner, the 
facts by which we perceive and which enable' us to 
know that this is so, are the symptoms of the dase. 
We sometimes hear of the existence of latent dis- 
ease of which no symptom exists. This may be, 
but its existence is only hypothesis, and is after- 
ward inferred' from the subsequent occurrence of 
symptoms. To detect its existence when thus latent 
would be impossible, for if it gave in any way the 
least token of its existence, that token would be a 
symptom. 

Symptoms may be objective or subjective. Ob- 
jective symptoms are those which are observed 
and taken note of by the physician or by the 
attendants of the patient They could be observed 
whether the patient were conscious or not The 
aid of his intelligence is not invoked in gaining a 
knowledge of them. They are the color, texture, 
temperature of the skin and membranes, the 
expression of the dyes and . features generally, 
position, motions and attitudes of the body, secre- 
tions and excretions of glands and surfaces; in 
short, «. objective symptoms comprise everythirtjf 
which the physician can take cognizance of % the 
sick man, by the aid of his hve senses assisted or 
unassisted. Physical and chemica} and mtcrpsco{HC 
analyses are included. Subjective symptoins are 
those of which we get a knowledge through the 
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medium of tlie paderit’s own intelligencie and tes* 
dmony. They comprise the various sensations, 
pains and abnormal feelings, the infinite variety of 
unwonted thoughts, emotions, sentiments, dreams 
and vbions which diversify the existence ,^of the 
sick man. If the patient be ill of a disease which 
makes him stupid or unconscious, we cannot g|t 
any subjective symptoms,'— >as in typhoid fever some* 
times. If he be delirious we have to receive his 
expressions with due cai^ion. 

To these varieties of symptoms must be added 
a third, which modihcs the former, viz., the symp* 
toms comprised in the previous history of the case. 
These will show us any constitutional taint or 
miasm in the patient; and by teaching us his 
habits and idiosyncrasies may often enable us to 
decide how much weight to attach to one or 
another subjective or objective symptom. 

We have thus Ijriefly described the classes of 
symptoms. The law requires us to compare the 
aggregate of symptoms presented by the patient 
with the symptoms produced by drugs that are 
known to us ; and to select for the case the drug 
of which the symptoms are most similar to those 
of the patient It is objected to this very empiri- 
cal and almost mechanical method, that it takes no 
account of the causes of symptoms, does not under- 
take to trace them to their causes; that it .entirely 
ignores physiology and pathology, sciences which 
have thrown so much light on the nature and 
causes of disease ; that it exposes the prescriber to 
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the hazard ’of making great eVrors, inasmuch , as ^tl^ 
same external symptoms may be due to very dif- 
ferent internal cau.ses; and finally, that it virtually 
makes out disease as consisting of an aggregate of 
external symptoms, whereas it is universally con- 
ceded that disease exists by virtue of an internal 
<^namic cause, no less a cause than a deranged 
condition of some of the vital fosces or susceptibil- 
ities. 

Now, I hold strictly to the therapeutic law. I 
maintain that, viewed from the stand-point of the 
prescriber, the aggregate of the ^symptoms does 
constitute the disease. That in no other way than 
by selecting his drugs in strict accordance with the 
similarity of .the Symptoms, can he so surely pre- 
scribe accurately, and cure his patient quickly. 
Nevertheless,* I shall endeavor to show you that 
this adherence to the law is by no means equiva- 
lent to a declaration that the ^symptoms are really 
the disease ; I shall show you that we are in no 
danger of confounding different diseases — misled by 
a similarity of thieir symptoms — if we strictly follow 
the law. And then, if I ^o not show you as we 
proceed in our course, that for the proper study of 
symptoms before we get ready to prescribe for our 
patient, we have need of and must employ our 
knowledge of physiology and pathology to the 
utmost extent of our. resources, bringing every 
auxiliary medical science to bear on our studys> 
of symptoms, I shall submit to be offered a ori- 
fice to the offended . divinities of these respectable 
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flciences^auxiliaiy merely and subsidiary as they 
are to the great practica} end and aim of medi- 
cine^ the afi^licatioiil of drugs to the cure of die 
sick. 

The symptoms which a patient presents do not 
constitute the essence of the disease; th^y are not 
the disease itself they are only a result of the 
disease. This we freely admit We have already 
stated that the e^ntial nature of tlie disease is to 
be sought in a modihoation of that mysterious 
property of the organic cell-walls, by virtue of 
which the respdbtive organs of the body perform 
their functions. In the healthy 4ody we know 
nothing of the nature of this property or vital 
force. We should not know of its existence were 
it not for the functions which, by virtue of its 
exercise, the organs of the body perform. But 
in like manner, we should not know that the 
action of this m 3 rsterious force was perverted in 
disease, were it- not that in consequence of its per- 
version the functions of the organs of the body 
are ^eyformed in an abnormal manner. But the * 
abnormal performance of its. function by any organ 
of die body constitutes a symptom of disease. It 
is, therefore, from the existence of symptoms of 
disefuse ihat we argue^the existence of disease. 
Per eoMiru, if no symptoms of.*disease present 
themsdves to our scrutiny, we cannot know that 
dkease exists. It i^ dierefbre, strictly correct to 
say that we recc^ize die «cbtence of disease only 
durottgh the existence of its symptoms. It is <^an- 
5 
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ifest, then, that if we can cause the permanent 
cessation and disappearance of symptoms we shall 
have effected an annihilation pf the disease, in so 
far as it is possible to judge of this matter. And 
it follows that the declaration that the ^gregate of 
the symptoms is, from the practical stand-point, 
equivalent' to the disease, is correct, because, the 
aggregate of the symptoms being permanently 
removed, we are justified in assuming that their 
cause has been removed. 

It has been objected to the mode of prescribing 
which the law, Similia sitnilibus ikirantur, enjoins, 
that it is a prescribing for the symptoms and not 
for the disease. This is not a fair criticism. The^ 
symptoms are our guide in selecting the remedy. 
It does not follow that they are the object of our 
prescription. This no more follows than it follows 
that because a traveler in a strange road goes from 
guide-post to guide-post, from mile-stone to mile- 
stone, therefore the guide-posts and mile-stones arc 
the object of his journey, that his sole purpose is 
to find and come up with ope after another of 
these useful indicators, these symptoms diat he is 
on the right road. 

The< objection of which we are speidcing, viz., 
to. the treatment of symptoms, is weft grounded 
only in cases Where one or a very few symptoms 
are taken as the basis of the |M>escriprion, while 
the Training symptoms are ignored. Where diH 
is don^ we often see deptorabk mistakes commit- 
ted. A remarkable instance of this is ftirntdied by 
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a celebrated surgicd case. When Mr. Perceval 
was shot, as he came out from the House of Com> 
mons, being mistake for Sir Robert Peel, he came 
under the care of the celebrated surgeon, Mr.* 
Guthrie. The wound was of the thoracic walls 
The public interest in the case was very great 
Daily bulletins were required, and were issued. 
Mr. Guthrie reported that his patient’s wound was 
doing well and that his prospects of recovery were 
excellent One day, after such a report the 
patient died; and it was discovered at the autopsy 
that he died <0 empyema (or pus in the cavity of 
the pleura). How came Mr. Guthrie to blunder so 
terribly? Why, it was explained in this way. His 
specialty being surgery, he had confined his attcn- 
tion to the wound and had overlooked the symp- 
toms of pleuritis which had no doubt been present 
for a number of days, obvious to whomsoever had 
eyes to see. To give this case as an instance of 
the impropriety of judging and prescribing accord- 
ing to the symptoms of a case, is to lose sight ‘of 
the fact that our law requires that the aggregrate 
or totality of th'e symptoms be made the basis of 
the prescription. This is the all-important point. 

Not only will care in this respect prevent our 
overlooking and failing to meet the real nature of. 
die case; but it will obviate Another objection 
which is raised against a prescr^tfon based on the 
Itymptoms, to wit; that the same symptom may 
depend up<» any one of several morbid states, a^ 
that dterefore we may .be led to adopt a mode df * 
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treatmdit very suitable for one form of disease 
that often presents the symptoms before us, while 
in reality a very different disease is at the founda- 
*tion of the symptoms of the case in hand. We 
admit this to be true of isolated symptoms or 
groups of symptoms, but we deny that it is true 
of aggregates of symptoms. The same aggregate 
,or totality of symptoms can be produced only by 
the same morbific cause, acting in the same manner 
and direction. Were it otherwise, it would be 
impossible to distinguish between the two causes, 
since these imponderable causes €feu-e recognized 
only by their effects, the disease only by the total- 
ity of its symptoms. 

This position should be illustrated by examples. 
The disease known as acute hydrocephalus has 
well-marked symptoms, indicating first, inflamma- 
tion of the meninges of the brain, and then effusion 
with its resultant symptoms of 'oppression. 

' Now there is an affection, which is pathologi- 
cally of a precisely dpposite character, and which 
is not unfrequently met with, the hydrocephaloid 
affection described by Marshall Hall, The signs 
of irritation in the first stage and of oppression in 
the second stage, are so very similar to those of 
}iydrocephalus ' acutus, as to deceive all btit the 
most wary practitioners. Yet the symptoms of 
hydrocephalus acutus result from a true inflamma- 
tion of die meninges of the brain, while those 
of the hydrocephaloid affectimi depend altogether 
upon a depressed state of . the vegetative systmn. 
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41} , fact upon a stalled condition of the organism, 
caused by either a too severe antiphlogistic course 
of treatment, or a too abstemious regimen during 
some g^eral disease ^(not cerebral). The patho- 
logical difference is world-wide. The difference in 
the symptoms, so far as the brain symptoms are 
concerned, is hardly perceptible. Yet it is of the 
utmost importance, so far as the treatment is con- 
cerned, that these affections should be clearly 
distinguished. How shall it be done? Why, if 
we confine our attention to the brain symptoms 
alone (and a caieless writer calls these the impor- 
tant symptoms), to the symptoms of that organ 
which seems to be chiefly affected, 1 hazard nothing 
in saying that the distinction cannot be made and 
the treatment cannot be judiciously selected. 

But we have repeatedly stated that the aggre- 
gate of the symptoms, the totality of the symptoms, 
is to be regarded. Now, in this aggregate or 
totality are included not merely the brain symptoms, 
but likewise' all other symptoms, and not merely 
die present state but also the past history or anam- 
nesis of the patient If we turn from the cerebral 
symptoms to the history and to the other symp- 
toms of the patient we shall, find ^at whereas in 
the case of true hy^roceph^us there*is a hard; &11, 
and ratber frequent pulse with evident inflamma- 
tory ievar^ and the disease has ceme out from a 
state, of tolerable, sometimes of what is called 
*^i]i,aldy,*’ health; in the other affection %e pulse it^^. 
aaoialV if frd^ is very soft; infrequent and iFieg<^ 
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ular, die skin is cool, and ^the history the 
patient discloses that the affection is always a 
sequel of some acute and exhausting maiady, quite 
frequently of some one pf the exanthematous 
fevers. Thus, a study of the totality of the symp- 
toms rescues us from the danger into which we 
might fall from a study of a few prominent symp- 
toms only, — the danger, namely; of confounding 
one disease with another, and of thus forming 
and adopting an erroneous plan of treatment 

Now, while thesfe remarks are fresh in your 
minds, let me ask you to notice Aese facts. The 
example just cited shows you that while observa- 
tions of symptoms may be correct, yet the conclu- 
sions drawn from them when we reason upon 
them may be altogether erroneous; and a treat- 
ment based upon this reasoning would of course 
be injudicious. Now, if we can base our plan of 
treatment directly upon the aggregate of the symp- 
toms, without the interposition of a course of 
relasoning which may or may not bb erroneous, 
but which is always liable to be false, shall we 
not be much more sure of success? 

Another instance of an error in tr^tment fiom 
the exclusive observation of a few symptoms and 
the neglect of the aggregate, is so common among 
old-school practitioners that I may 4o yon a ser- 
vice in mentioning it 

Young girls who have just become yodng 
women, and* have grown rapidUy, and ha!ve been 
perhaf^ assiduous at school, <)ten cotit{datn of dys- 
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{HDcea, of stitch in the side, of a slight ‘ cough, of 
lassitude. Their ccunplexion may be very fair and 
a high color may give brilliancy to their cheeks, 
particularly in the afternoon. The doctor is called. 
The chest is the part complained of, and so he 
addresses his power of observation to the chest 
He observes dyspnoea ; ah ! that shows infiltration 
in the air-cells; cough, irritation of the mucous 
surface ; stitch in the side, circumscribed pleurisy 
of course; heightened color in the afternoon, what 
can this be but hectic? No more is needed to be 
looked for or aiked about He diagnosticates at 
once tuberculous deposit inflammation around it 
and incipient phthisis. Now is the very time for 
antiphlogistic measures, that we may nip it in the 
bud. Accordingly, if the doctor be of the very 
old school, he bleeds; if not so very old, he depletes 
in some less obvious, less sanguinary manner. But 
the patient does not improve. She grows steadily 
worse. If I had not very frequently seen such 
cases, were not indeed in the habit of seeing them, 
I should not venture to give such gross instances 
of error from forming a judgment on the basis of 
a few symptoms only. In truth, there is no tuber- 
culosis, no t^flammation about these cases. If the 
doctor had studied the totality of the symptoms, 
he would have found in the history of the case a 
She state of healdi, gradually -impaired by too 
dose application at school; menstruation free and 
fre(|uen^ gradually ^diminished in quantity 
Smpmicyt and deterioiated in quality; the stitch 
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in the .side ndt, .like that o( pleurisy, aggravated by 
motion and pressure, but actually relieved by exet- 
tion in the open air; the supposed hectic no such 
thing, the pulse being actually at that time small, 
and though frequent, yet very soft and compressi- 
ble, and the lungs, on percussion and auscultation, 
normal, showing that there can be no deposit in 
them. In addition to all this there will be a 
change in temperament and disposition, a timid, 
despondent, sighing and longing disposition, which 
makes the patient melancholy, prone, to tears and 
easily discouraged, the very reverse of that which 
characterizes incipient phthisis. These symptoms 
all taken together clearly indicate the remedies 
required, if indeed any be needed. 1 express this 
doubt, because often a mere change, of diet, regi- 
men and associations will work the desired cure; 
while the antiphlogistic treatment, by rendering 
still more serious the existing debility, may induce 
the very state of things which, under an errone- 
ous diagnosis, it supposes to exist and seeks to 
remove. 

Be never content, then, to prescribe without 
carefully collecting and studying die totality of the 
symptoms. ♦ 

We know nothing about life, excqit through its 
manifestations in the funedons of the living mgan- 
ism. Disease has been defined as modified life. 
Whatever life may be, disease ts die same thing 
modified so as to have become abnormal. As life 
is known only through its manifestations^ so can 
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disease be knowi) only through its manifestations, 
which are the perverted functions of organs or the 
modified and altered tissues of the body. But we 
cannot have any knowledge of, or ability to recog< 
nize, a perverted function unless we be familiar with 
the healthy or normal function. We cannot recog- 
nize a changed or diseased dssue unless we be 
familiar with the healthy tissue. But we derive a 
knowledge of healthy tissue through the science 
of anatomy, and of healthy and normal functions 
^ through the science of physiology. It is, therefore, 
I think, a logical necessity to admit that we cannot 
recognize and study symptoms which are the mani- 
festations of disease unless we be familiar with 
anatomy and physiology. 

It is clear, then, that no matter in what way 
we may propose • to u.se our symptoms in 
making a prescription, whether we compare them 
directly with those of drugs in order to find a 
simile, or whether we use them^ as the basis of 
theory! in correspondence with which we are .to 
prescribe “on general principles,” — it is clear, I 
say, that we' cannot . recognize nor obtain our 
symptoms, without the aid of physiology. 

Furtherdibre, we are to get the totality of the 
symptoms. So numerous are the organs of the 
body, so complex their functions, so intimate their 
rdations to each odier, so various their mutual 
reactions, diat unless we follow some guiding 
method in the examination of tiie patient, we shall, 
be in great danger of letting some symptom, or 
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group * of ' symptoms, obscure ^ perhaps . but all 
important, elude our vigilmice. * 

Now, the relations of different organs of the 
body are so intimate, that when the functions of 
certain organs are altered it invariably happens 
that certain other organs likewise are affected. A 
knowledge of such facts as these affords us incal- 
culable aid in getting at the true state of our 
patient, and it is indispensable. Knowledge of this 
kind belongs to the science of pathology which 
treats of the perverted functions and relations of 
the diseased organism. 

Again, the function of an organ m^y be so 
modified as that, under certain conditions and cir- 
cumstances, this modification must be regarded as 
a symptom of disease, while under other conditions 
it should not be so regarded. An enormous appe- 
tite which, under ordinary circumstances, would be 
a symptom of disease, might, during convalescence 
from a typhoid, /ever, be looked upon as not 
abnormal in any degree. So, too, of the cough in 
hypostatic pneumonia. So, likewise, of many alter- 
ations of taste and appetite, e. g., for fruit at the 
close of rheumatic fever. But with the significance 
of the functions of the organism uiAer various 
circumstances it is the special province of pathol- 
ogy to deal. 

We perceive, then, that without the of 
physiology and padiology, we 'sue^ utterly unaUe 
to recognize and to discriminate and estimsute 
symptoms. 
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Now, I think, with these points setded, we 
may pass with tjftiet confidence to ■ the practical 
qnestion: How shall we study and arrange this 
totality of the . symptoms, so as to make a pre- 
scription in accordance with it? 

The therapeutic law requires us to select a 
drug of which the symptoms produced on the 
‘ heaMiy are most similar to those of the patient 
It appears, then, that we are to make a compari- 
son between the aggregate of the patient’s symp- 
toms and the symptoms of tiie drugs in the 
materia medica, in order that we may find among 
these drugs that one drug df which the symptoms 
are the most similar. It is probable — indeed we* 
well know — th^t the symptoms of a large number 
of drugs may present some similarity to each other 
and to the case in hmid. A few will be very 
similar, and it may be very difficult to select from 
tiiese that one Which is most similar. The spirit 
of the whole process is evidently |;ne of individual- 
ization. We take groups of drugs and analyze the 
symptoms they present, and select the one or the 
few that seem similar, and if there are several we 
analyze again, and select from among these that 
one whidt % the most similar. The process is the 
. revmEe of generalizing. 

It is evident that for the convenience of this 
proeess, titrough. which .the prescriber must go at 
^ drugs will naturally divide them- 

.feiiesi iato grpops, tiie members of which resen^j^e 
o&er closely, but whi((^ nevep^l^ , 
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may be distinguished from each odier, and from 
all others by a few symptoms. ♦Now, the symptoms 
which the members of these groups have in com- 
mon are generic symptoms. These symptoms 
could never enable us to select the remedy, but 
they would point out to us a group of drugs, all 
of which possess these symptoms, and all of which 
are therefore tolerably similar; but which of •these' 
Ls most similar, we can only ascertain by finding 
some symptom or collocation of symptoms possessed 
by that drug alone, and which serves to distinguish 
it from all other drugs. Such symptoms are what 
are called characteristic symptoms, and are of the 
greatest importance to the prescriber. 

They are different from those symptoms which 
the diagnostician would call characteristic, and which 
are pathognomonic symptoms. 

Our next lecture will be on Aconitum napellus. 



^PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 

D r. HERING has very happily expldned that 
Hahnemann called his materia medica “pure,” 
not as claiming that it is “spotless” or faultless, 
but that it is “free from fiction,” from preconceived 
theory, from hypothetical notions; that it embodies 
the result of the pure observation of phenomena 
produced by drugs upon the healthy organism. 

Such is our materia medica, — a record of actual 
occurrences, of events that really took place, of 
results that were unquestionably produced upon 
the healthy subject It can nevq* grow obsolete. 
Theories may be originated, may flourish and grow 
antiquated and at last fadb into oblivion. The 
hypo^eses that constitute the science of pathology, 
after passing current for a generation or two, are 
sure to be fejected in favor of some newer issue, 
and the very terms in which they are expressed 
may become unintelligible as time goes on. But 
the. facts of our materia medica, expressed in the 
ever-cottiprehensible vernacular language, are always 
fresh. , Being die results of pure observation, apd 
thersftire absolutely true, no modifications in ^phr- 
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losophy, no changes o£ theory, cab sup.ersede them. 
Our materia medica is an ever^enduring work. 

It is of* the utmost importance that it should 
always retain this quality of “purity,” this freedom 
from fiction and from hypothesis. Very justly^ 
therefore, do the leaders of our school denounce 
and discourage all attempts to incorporate in|p the 
materia medica speculations upon the modus ope- 
randi of remedies, and inferences, concerning the 
diseases which they may be likely to cure. 

But we, whose business it is to encounter dis- 
ease, the foe we are to grapple and to overcome, 
receive in our hands this weapon — the pure materia 
medica. And before we sally forth to encounter 
the Philistine, we need to “prove” our weapon, 
to test its strength, to feel its sharpness and to 
form an estimate of the feats we may reasonably 
hope to be able to accomplish with it, — to what 
tasks it will probably be equal, and for what odiers 
we shall need to look elsewhere for an implement 
Now, as regards the result of the use of a^ weapon, 
much depends upon its shape, texture and temper. 
But much, likewi§e, depends on the strength and 
dexterity of him who uses it The same sword 
that would serve only to trip up an awkward 
wearer may execute wonders of prowess in the 
hand of a master. 

And thus it is with the records that make up 
our materia medica. The ^t$ are die same to 
die eye of every, reader. But where one *mind 
may lee only |Diiiusion and a maze of unconnected 
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words, another may discern order and light and 
the outline of a definite and consecutive chain of 
pathological processes, and, consequently, a clear 
indication for the use of the drugs in the treatment 
of the sick. 

For, while the materia medica, in the books, is 
a simple record of observed facts, in the mind of 
the j|!lractitioner it becomes the subject of reflection, 
of comparison and of hypothetical reasoning, which 
will be more or less just and valuable according to 
the measure of the practitioner's natural ability and 
of his intellectual culture. For, as has been already 
said, ‘*the significance of a fact is measured by 
the capacity of the observer.” 

It follows, from this, that each practitioner secs, 
in every drug of the materia medica, some proper- 
ties and capabilities different in degree, and perhaps 
even in kind, from those w'hich his neighbors see 
in it, inasmuch as his natural endowments and his 
acquirements differ from theirs. 

*I*he experience of all of us corroborates this 
statement Where one practitioner perceives in the 
proving of Nux vomica an indication for its use in 
constipation alone, others see equally strong reasons 
for giving it in diarrhoea, in prolapsus uteri, and 
in hernia ; #vhile only a few, perhaps, would find in 
die proving grounds for believing Nux vomica to be, 
as it is, one of our very best remedies in strumous 
c^hdialmuL 

Many practitioners infer froip the provings d»|l^ 
LyOQiKidium is likely to be a gqfid remedy for 
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some forms of chronic constipation and of disease 
of the bladder and kidney. Vot so many, per- 
haps, would discern its value, as Dr. Wilson did, 
in acute pneumonia, or, as others have done, in 
that painful form of acute duodenitis which is often 
loosely called bilious colic. Colocynth is univer- 
sally recognized as a remedy for flatulent colic, for 
one form of dysentery, and for a variety of neural- 
gia. But how many practitioners have seen in 
the proving good reason for using Colocynth to 
cure a chronic ovarian tumor? It has cured one. 

It were nee Hess to multiply instances of this 
kind. Those already cited show that, while all 
practitioners read the same proving, they perceive 
each a somewhat peculiar significance in what they 
read. By interchange of ideas on these subject >, 
physicians may be mutually benefited and their 
capacities for usefulness greatly enlarged. It would 
appear, then, that while the text of our materia 
medica should be sedulously kept “pure,” as we 
have defined its purity, we may, with profit, inter- 
change our deductions from what we read therein 
and our views of its practical application. 

And there would seem ' to be not only room, 
but a legitimate demand, for essays, or still better, 
for systematic works on the drugs, studied from 
a therapeutical and clinical point of view, as a sort 
of complement to our materia mWica pura, which 
very properly regards the remedies .strictly 'from 
a padiogenedc stend-point Such works would 
necessarily be ^f a transient nature and have only 
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an ephemeral valu^ since they would group- symp- 
toms and would necessarily interpret thepi in 
accordance with die physiological and pathological 
notions of the day. But they might be of none 
the less service to the physician of the generation 
in which they appear, since it is by the light of 
such notions, transitory as they are, that he gropes 
his way among die difficulties and obstacles of his 
professional path. 

Considerations of this kind have 'emboldened us 
to lay before our colleagues, -hitherto always kindly 
indulgent of such efforts, a series of studies and 
reflections upon portions of the materia medica. 
They are avowedly fragmentary, and are devoid 
of all claim to other authority than such as may 
come from their intrinsic reasonableness. 

In the form of these observations, we propose 
to follow, in a general way, the schema contained in 
a paper called “Homoeopathy the Science of Thera- 
peutics" published in another volume,’ ^though in 
the remarks on Aconite we prefer to change the 
<wder there given, making the special analysis 
precede, instead of follow, die general analysis. 

'HomoBopadiy the Science of Therapeutics. 
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* • 

R egarding each drug of the materia medica 
as possessed of individual specific properties 
peculiar to itself, and which preclude its b^ng a 
substitute for, or J)eing superseded by, any other 
drug, it is not material with which drug we begin 
our special course. 

Aconitum napelhis, known as monkshood, from 
the shape of its flowers, and as wolfsbane, from the 
use made of its poisonous juice to exterminate obnox- 
ious animals, was known to the ancients as an aedve 
poison, but was first proved by Stoerck in 1761. 
A proving of it was published by Hahnemann in 
the “Materia Medica Pura," vol. ii, A valuable 
essay was published by Dr. Fleming, df Edinburgh, 
in 1844, which did much to cause the drug to be 
used by allopaths. There is no doubt that Dr. 
Fleming derived many of his ideas: on the subject 
from the homoeopathiciaits of hiS vicinity, although 
he does not allude to their use of Acemitiei 

It happens that Aconite is fretjiie^dy ind^Ued 
at the very beginning some acute diseases and 
that^ if properly us^ in such cas^ it will ofren, 
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cat ^ort the career of the disease. From these 
facts has arisen a fashion of giving Aconite almost 
as a routine prescription in tjie beginning of all 
acute cases indiscriminately; particularly if the cases 
are supposed to be characterized by that Protean 
phantom of the pathologist, . inflammation. 

Great mischief often results from this practice ; 
negatively, inasmuch as it causes the loss of valu- 
able time, during which the true specific remedy, 
which should have been given at the very first, 
might have been acting ; and, positively, inasmuch 
as the Aconite often, when inappropriately adminis- 
tered, does real mischief, exhausting the nervous 
power of the patient and adding to a prostration 
which is already, probably, the great source of 
danger. 

•From experiments upon animals and men, Drs. 
Pereira and StiHd, of the allopathic school, conclude 
that Aconite is* a “ cerebro-spinant,” a “ nervous 
sedative.” Its first action is to benumb the nerves 
of sensa^on. This it does when taken internally ; 
producing first; a sensation of warmth in the 
faucesi then, a > rough prickling or smarting, and 
then, a want (^ sensibility and an absence of the 
sense cyf taste. When applied locally to the exter- 
nal ‘skin, it produces anaesthesia, without, at first, 
impairing the motive power. It does not affect the 
ccmscsoUsness and intelligence untih -its action is 
cait^d. to a very considerable extent (In this 
rented; it is in direct opposition to Cocculus.) Pre- 
ceding tlie anaesiliesia, are observed all the ^nsa:^ 



68 


ACONITUM NAPELLUS. 


tions which characterize incomplete amaesthesia» 
such as tingling and pricking of die fingers and 
toes, numbness, etc^ 

A gentle feeling of warmdi is diffused through' 
out the body. This soon becomes increased to a 
disagreeable sense of internal heat with distention 
of the brain, lips and face, along with a very pro- 
fuse perspiration over the whole body, itch^g and 
a miliary eruption. (Pereira, Stills, Wood, Sturm.) 

Dr. Fleming describes, in addition, nausea and 
oppression at the stomach, and a peculiar tingling 
sensation at the roots of the teeth. The pulse and 
respiration, which were at first markedly accelerated, 
beccHne, after a time, retarded and enfeebled. 
When pushed to extremes, the cases of Aconite 
poisoning prove fatal with the usual symptoms of 
narcotico-sedative poisoning. They furnish no dis- 
tinctive characteristic symptoms. 

The proving by Hahnemann was corroborated 
in a remarkable degree by a proving conducted in 
Vienna, in 1847, by the Homoec^athic Society of 
that city, under the guidance of Dr. Gerstel. 
From these combined provings we derive the fol- 
lowing portrait of the action of Actmhe, in whi^ 
we shall follow the anatomical order adopted by 
Hahnemann. 


SPECIAL analysis. 

Smsorium. Aconite^ produces a well-i»arked 
vert^, a sensation as of a swaying to and fro in 
the brain. This is ioereased''by ataoping and by 
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ifioliOii generally, especially by suddenly rising 
Ifrom a recumbent posture. Sometimes vision is 
obscured by it In connection with these symp- 
toms n bursting headache, accelerated pulse, and 
internal heat of the head, with, at the same time, 
perspiration of the head and thorax. The charac- 
ter of the ve^igo resembles that of Qonoirie and 
Bryonia, and is the opposite of the vertigo produced 
by China, Ferrum and Theridion. 

The mind is distraught the thoughts confused, 
memory weakened. 

Head. Heaviness and pressure in the forehead, 
as if there were a load there pressing outward, and 
as if all would come out there; pressive pains in the 
temples. Headache, as if the brain were pressed 
outward. Throbbing and internal soreness. Stitch- 
ing and pressing headache, involving the eyes, also ex- 
tending down into the upper jaw bone, with nausea. 

The headache is characteristic, — pressing from 
widitn outward, sometimes throbbing. Its location 
is the forehead and temples,, involving the eyes 
and upper jaw. It is aggravated by motion, 
stooping and noise, and relieved by repose Head 
and face are hot; especially internally, and covered 
with hot perspiration. 

Eyes, A sharp, anxious expression. They be- 
come distmted. Sharp, darring pain in the supra- 
orbital region. The pupik are, at first, dilated. 
The globe of the eye and die lids fed very dry. 
Snbsequendy, there is a feeling vd pressure in the 
eye, and pain when the ball revolves in the orbit 
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Severe inflammation and chemosis su'e recorded. 
Pressure and burning in the eye and over the 
brow. Moderate photophobia. 

Ears* Indefinite pains and pressure. 

Face. Tingling in the cheeks. Sweat covers 
the cheeks. The face is red and hot, cheeks glow. 
A sensation as if the face were growing large. 

Nose. Nose-bleeding. 

Mouth. The lips burn and feel swollen. 
Mouth dry with thirst 

Teeth. Sensitive to cool air. 

Tongue. Burning, tingling and pricking. Feels 
as if it were swollen. 

Throat. Rough and scraped sensation. 

Gastric Symptoms. Bitter, flat taste. Loss of 
appetite, salivation, great thirst, discomfort after 
food, nausea and vomiting. Burning in stomach 
and oesophagus. 

Stomach. Pressure in the stomach and both 
hypochondria as if a stone lay there (resentbles 
Bryonia, Arnica) extending through to the back. 

Heaviness in stomach and hypochondria. After 
repeated vomitings there still remains a sensation 
as if a cold stone lay in the stomach. (Compare 
Colchicum.) 

Burning in the stomach and umbilical region 
extending to the epigastrium with thidbbuig, at 
length a shivering followed by heat 

Abdomen. Pinching pain in various parts of 
the abdomen. Very sensitive to toudh and' pressure. 
Distended as in dropsy. 
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' SUtoL Fluid, rather watery. Sbmetimes green- 
ish, with some pain and flatulence. Geqfrally 
foecal. Irritation of the haemorrhoidal vessels. 

Anus, Sensation as of a discharge of warm 
fluid from the anus. 

Urine. High colored, strong in odor and 
scanty, without sediment It is passed frequently. 
Upon the sexual organs no definite effect is noticed. 

Respiratory organs. Sense of smell unnaturally 
acute. Nasal membrane dry and irritable. Sneez- 
ing frequent and violent though often restrained 
because of the pain which it produces in the walls 
of the abdomen or of the stitch in the left side 
of the thora:^ which it often provokes. 

Larynx and Trachea. Larynx very painful. 
Sensitive to inhaled air, as if it were deprived of 
its outer eovering. This is an intense degree of 
the sensation of rawness, roughness, etc., in the 
larynx, of which every prover complains. 

Sensation as if the larynx were compressed 
from all sides. Sensation of , dry ness and rough- 
ness in the larynx and all along the trachea. This 
sensation often gives rise to a little hacking cough. 

Irritation (provoking a cough) in the larynx, 
on coming from the open air into a warm room. 
(Ranunculus bulbosus, the same. Rumex, Squilla, 
Ipecacuanha and Bryonia, have cough provoked by 
change from cold to warm air.) 

Coi^h, Dry, hacking, from rawness in larynx 
and larachea. Or a forcible cough, producing af/ 
taste fike that of blood. 
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Cough always dry, except when attended hy 
clear Ji)loody expectoration. 

Cough accompanied by excoriated sore pains in 
the thorax# 

Cough relieved when lying on the back, worse 
when lying on the sides. 

Expectoration bloody, or Consisting of dear 
blood. 

Thorax. Much dyspnoea. Frequent deep sigh- 
ing respiration. One prover, Zlatarovich, says*: 

“Frequent deep inspiration, not sighing, but 
like a desire to accelerate the course of the blood 
through the lungs.” 

Heaviness and fullness upon the chtet, as though 
one could not dilate the thorax, compelling deep 
inspirations, conjoined with restlessness, anxiety and 
palpitation. Audible (subjeedvely) crepitadon. Ac- 
celerated breatliing. 

Besides the heaviness, there are ill-defined 
stitches in the intercostal spaces, generally low on 
the right side, aggravated by deep inspiration. 

Heat and burning in the lungs. 

Heart. Movements irregular and inharmemtous. 
Palpitation, which is worse when walking. Violimt 
palpitation, with g^eat anxiety, during rqMse as 
well as in motion. Anguish in the region the 
heart, with rapid and powerful action of that Olgan. 

. Oppression, especiaUy in the region of ifie heart. 
A pressing-in pain in the region of the heart 
The iblbwing remaricatde sym{ttom is leported 
by Zlatarovich, a keen and daring proyer^; iaad* 
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natiflg sdtdies in die region of the heart, feding 
as if they were in the costal pleura, and, which 
prevent the erect posture and deep inspiration, 
with disposition to cough ; relieved by friction and 
by occasional deep inspiration ; but the part remains 
sore. 

Back. Pressive, drawing, tearing and numb 
sensations in vaiious parts of the back. Sensitive* 
ness in the region of the kidneys. Particularly a 
weariness and soreness in the lumbar and sacral 
region. 

Upper <Extremities, The same creeping, ting- 
ling, paralytic sensations in these parts as in the 
skin generally. Drawing, tearing pmns in the 
joints of the hands and hngers. 

Lxmer Extremities, Great lassitude of the legs, 
and weariness and heaviness of the feet. They 
refuse to perform their function. Drawing pains in 
the hip-joint on motion. Drawing and tearing 
in the tendinous expansion of the legs and feet 
Drawing and pain in the tendo Achillis. 

Sleep. Great sleepiness, as if from exhaustion, 
during the day. Nights are very restless. Patients 
sleep }i|^dy; are too wide awsdce to sleep; rest- 
less and full of dreams. 

Restless, alternating cold and heat thirst and 
anguish. 

Dreams tekrifying and very vivid. « 

Skin. Itclung, tingUng, prickling, and paralytic, 
all (jbgrees of coounenctng and inc<miplete^ 
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Reddish papules, filled with acrid moisture. 
Broad, red itching papules on the whole body, 
spots like flea-bites on the hands, fage, etc. 

General Conditim. Whole body sensitive to 
touch. 

♦ 

Sensibility as after a long fit of sickness. 

Paralytic sensation and lassitude in the whole 
body, especially in the arms and feet, with trem- 
bling of the whole body, and* especially of the 
extremities, — one can hardly walk, — with, very pale 
face, dilated pupils, faintness, palpitation, cold 
sweat on the back, and a bursting asunder head- 
ache in the temples. Soon after this comes burn- 
ing heat in the face, with sensation of distention, 
redness of the face and sleepiness. 

Joints. Pains in all the joints. Weakness of 
the joints, especially of the knees and feet Weak- 
ness and laxity of the ligaments of all the joints. 

Fever. Chilliness, especially over the back and 
abdomen. Fugitive chills from the middle of the 
spine down the loins on each side. 

Chilliness and formication between the shoulders 
and down the back. Shivering. 

These symptoms at first altm'nate widi heat 
and are, finally, followed, as the Austrian provings 
show, by general and constant heat; dry h^t of 
the whole body; burning heat; heat with moderate 
sweat - . 

Heat with contracted, full, strong j^ulse, : about 
lOO per minute in the aduh. , , 

Copious sweat especially at n^ht %edal ami ^ 
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goieral senses unnaturally acute. Noise, light, 
odor and touch are unpleasant 

J^isposiiion. Very anxious, restless, full of 
forebodings, either, ill-defined forebodings, or, some- 
times, a defmite anticipation or prediction of the 
day of death. 

If we now review the symptoms of Aconite, as 
they have been detailed, for the purpose of making 
a general analysis of the action of that drug upon 
the organism, we find, 

1. The action on the vital power w of such a 
nature that while the nerves of sensation are more 
or less benumbed (by large doses), the voluntary 
and involuntary muscles and the power of locomo- 
tion are but little affected. The action on the 
sensorium and on the special senses may, perhaps, 
be accounted for by that which is the most marked 
effect of Aconite, viz., tlie exalted activity which it 
produces in the arterid circulation. 

. The brain is congested; so are the lungs and 
the kidneys (as, indeed,, .the autopsies plainly 
show). The susceptibility of the special senses is 
greatly exalted. 

2. Action on the Organic Substance. Of very 
few drugs, so powerfully poisonous as Aconite is, 
everf in moderate dos«8, can it be said, as of 

' Aoonite, that they produce hardly any appreciable 
dSb&t upon the orgmtic substance,— hardly any 
ohshage in the tissues or fluids of the, body. The 
nfeords of fetal cases '/rf poisoning, as well as diur 
jpepwngs,;bea^ tius feoL 
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The complexion is affected only in so fir .as 
the capillary blood-vessels are contracted, producing 
paleness, and then congested, with redness- ^d 
heat 

The evacuations can hardly be called abnormal, 
the urine being merely high-colored, inasmuch as 
it is concentrated. It is a peculiarity of Aconite 
that urine secreted under its influence has no sedi- 
ment 

The cutaneous eruption furnishes the only mod- 
iflcation to the above statement It is of such a 
character as led Hahnemann to recommend Aconite 
in some cases of measles and miliary rash. There 
is no resemblance in the symptoms of Aconite to 
the features of any dyscrasia. 

3. Sphere of Action. The head, the respiratory 
organs, the heart and the joints, seem to be the 
parts most markedly the seat of the local action 
of Aconite. In aH of these, except, perhaps, the 
Joints, the symptoms point rather to mterial excite- 
ment than to definite organic chapge, involving 
alteration of existing tissues or formation or deposit 
of new substances. 

4. Sensations. These are mostly drawing 
pains,— or tiie various grades of anaest;hesia,-^fr(mt 
sticking, prickling, tingling, ete., down to ablate 
default of sensation. 

5. Periodicity. None at fli ' 

6. Pemliarities. The symptia^ of. Aocinktt- 
ard^ gen(^y ai^^avated bj(; warm^ and 

and also at night > ; ,, 



AqOXITITM NAPELLUS. 


77 


There is one group of sympUMns so character* 
islac of Aconite that Hahnemann said, “Aconite 
should not be given in any case which does not 
present a similar group of symptoms.” These are 
the- symptoms of the mind and disposition, viz. : 
RestlessMss, anxiety and uneasiness of mind and 
body, causing tossing and sighing and frequent 
change of posture; forebodings, anticipations of 
evil, anguish of mind, dread of deatli, and even 
dknnct anticipations of its occurrence. 

Turning now to consider the kind of cases in 
which Aconite is most likely to be indicated by the 
similarity of its symptoms, we cannot do better 
than carefully ponder Hahnemann’s most excellent 
cautions, contained in the introduction to the prov- 
ing of Aconite. “ In order to banish from our 
conscientious mode of treatment all of that quackery 
which is only too glad, in selecting its remedy, to 
be guided by the name of the disease, we must 
take care that whenever we give Aconite the chief 
^mptoms of the malady, that is, of the acute dis- 
ease, shall be such as ai^d to be found in the 
strongest similaiity among those of Aconite I” 

'Hus is the whole secret of a successful pre- 
sa^^!t»}n any drug under any circumstances, viz.: 

whatever naime we may choose to- give to the 
pi^ieii^s malady we shall select for its cure that 


cl^ {absents sjaaptoms nmst similar, not to 
we, regard as pathognmncmic of die 
' ^ ao nam^, but to those o( tlmt very pad^ 

. die pre%r^>ckHi. “Tlmnr” as 
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nemann tr^ly says, “then is the result most won^ 
derful.” 

Hahnemann speaks of Aconite as likely to be 
of service “in those c^es in which medicine has 
hitherto employed the most dangerous methods, — 
for example, copious blood-letting, the entire anti- 
phlogistic apparatus, — and, too often, in vain and 
with the saddest results. I mean the so-called 
inflammatory fever in which the smallest dose of 
Aconite makes the entire antipathic methods of 
treatment altogether superfluous, and helps quickly 
and without sequelae. In measles and miliary fever 
and in inflammatory pleuntic fevers, its power to 
help approaches the marvelous, when, the patient 
being kept somewhat cool. Aconite is given alone, 
all other medicinal substances being carefully 
avoided, even including vegetable acids.” He then 
cautions us to avoid prescribing Aconite for a 
patient simply because we have given to his malady 
one of the above names, and enjoins us to be sure 
that the patient’s symptoms closely correspond with 
those of Aconite. 

“Exactly in those cases,” he proceeds, “in whidi 
allopathy is most accustomed to regard herself as. the 
only possible savior, in severe, acute, inflammatory 
fevers, in which she resorts to copious and frequent 
bleedings, and diereby imagines she fer mq^asses 
all homoeopathic treatment in jti^e hdp die 
^exactly here, is she most in , ^e wrongl ■ 1^- 
cisely in thb is the infinite supmioriQr of hoihoe- 
opathy displayed; diat she has no ne^ to spiU a 
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drop of Uood, that precious vi^ fluid (which the 
allopaths so ruthlessly set stl^eaming), in order to 
convert this dangerous fever into health again in 
just as many hours as the allopathist’s life-exhaust- 
ing treatment often requires months for a complete 
restoration ; if indeed death shall not have rendered 
this impossible, or if it have liot been supplanted 
by artiflcially produced chronic sequelae.” 

“Sometimes,” Hahnemann observes, “aftpr Aco- 
nite has acted for several hours, a change in the 
symptoms may call for some other remedy; and,” 
he adds, “it is extremely seldom that, after this, a 
second dose of Aconite is called for.” It is mani- 
fest that the too frequent practice of giving in 
alternation repeated doses of Aconite and Bella- 
donna, or Aconite and Bryonia,' or Aconite and 
some other remedy, did not originate, and would 
not have found favor with Hahnemann. 

Hahnemann continues : “ In as short a time as 
four hours after the first dose of Aconite, thus 
carefiilly administered in the above-named diseases, 
all danger to life will have passed and the excitec! 
circulation will then, hour by hour, gradually return 
to its wonted course. 

“So, likewise. Aconite, in the above-named 
small dos^ is the first and chief remedy in the 
inflamihation of the trachea (croup); in several 
km^ inflammadon of the diroat and fauces ; as 
as. in local acute inflammations of all other 
part^ e^itiKially wher^ in conjunction with thirs^ 
pul^e there are present an anxious' 
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impatience, a restlessness not to be quieted, distress 
and an agonized tossflig atx>ut. 

“Aconite produces all the moHjtd symptoms, 
the like of which are wont to appev in persons 
who- have had a fright, combined with vexation; 
and for these symptoms it is the best remedy. 

“Always, in choosing Aconite, as the homoeo- 
pathic remedy, especial regard must be paid tp the 
symptoms of the disposition and mind, for these, 
above all, must be similar. 

“ Hence; Aconite is indispensable to women 
after fright and vexation, during, menstruation, 
which, without this soothing remedy, is often 
instantaneously suppressed by' such moral shocks.”- 
If we add to these practical directions of 
Hahnemann, the conclusions to which our analysis; 
of the sphere of action of Aconite has led us, we 
shall begin to compreljend a large variety, at least, 
of the cases which call for Aconite. 

As we have seen. Aconite, when given in mod- 
erate doses, excites the circulation, increases the 
heat of the surface and pro<hices perq>iration ; it 
affects the innervation, producing extreim sensidve* 
ness of the surface qf the body tp contact and tite 
correlative sensation of tilngHn^ «tc.J in an 
incomplete abnssthesia. ^ut it does not ;^ter {ia 
kind) the function of any. orga^ iior ft ^ 
up smy hew action in any ergsm 
Aconite produces, so W 
no localised diseased comhdc^;, * ;;X : y 
Even when g»V!Bq--»a, 
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acts as a depressant, paralyzji^g the cerebro-spinal 
nervous system; but it produces death by this 
paralysis smd without previously localizing its action 
in any organ or system. It gives evidence of no 
dyscrasia Its action bears no resemblance to that 
of the poison which produces any of the miasmatic 
diseases — such as the exanthemata, or typhus or 
intermittent, remittent or continued fevers. Neither 
does its action, from beginning to end of a fatal 
case of poisoning, resemble the well-defined course 
of any Ideal, acute inflammation — as of the brain, 
heart, lungs, pleura, etc. 

For these reasons. Aconite can never come into 
requisition (save possibly (?) as a rare and tempo- 
rary intermittent in some complication) for any of 
the miasmatic fevers or dyscratic diseases ; because, 
in these the dyscrasia precedes and gives its 
features to the acute manifestations of the disease 
(^d, therefore, the symptoms cannot find their 
analogue in those of Aconite). 

Morewer, Aconite can pever be the single 
remedy by the influence of which a patient may 
be safely carried through a complete course of 
pure, acute inflammation of any organ or system; 
because, in tha* action of Aconite, that localization 
is lacking which is the essential feature of these 
di^ases!* Yet in all of these pure inflammations, 
there is a period in which Aconite may be indi- 
calsed and may do an heroic work. For every one 
df these inflammations which eventually becomer*' 
Ipealiaed has a first sts^ which consists of arterial 
7 
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excitement; and which is prior to that stage tha,t 
is characterized by clfange of function and of tissue 
and by local deposit This stage is that in which 
Aconite plays so important a part and in which, 
if promptly and judiciously employed, it may arrest 
and cut short the entire disease. 

Thus it may be employed in meningitis, 
ophthalmia, tonsillitis, croup, bronchial catarrh, 
pneumonia, pulmonary congestion and haemoptysis, 
pleuritis, pericarditis and endocarditis (and as a pallia-* 
tive in hypertrophy), gastritis, peritonitis, acute rheu- 
matism, neuralgia supra-orbitalis ; but only when the 
moral symptoms named by Hahnemann are present 

It is to such a use of Aconite in acute inflam- 
mations that Hahnemann undoubtedly refers when 
he speaks of its ability to restore to health in a 
few hours, saying: “In as short a time as a few 
hours, after the first dose of Aconite, thus carefully 
administered * * all danger to life will have 

passed and the excited circulation will then, hour 
by hour, gradually return to its wonted course.” 
So rapid a change as this would be very possible 
and easily conceivable in the first stage of acute 
pneumonia before hepatization has taken place; 
whereas, after hepatization has beccmie established, 
it would not be conceivable and we have no reason 
to suppose it ever takes p|^^ce. Hexice l!|ie pro- 
priety of Hahnemann’s caution, in the fbOowing 
words: “Sometimes after Aconite /has abted.foir 

several hours, a change in the s^pt^s may call 
for some other drug; and it is extremely 
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that, a^tep this, a second dos|, of Aconite is called 
for.” Why? Because, probably, the inflammation 
has passed from the stage of arterial excitement to 
riiat of organic localization, and Aconite no- longer 
corresponds. And, probably, that very change in 
the symptoms” which called “for some other 
drug^” was a sign that localization had taken place. 

This view is in entire harmony with Hah' 
nemann’s urgent admonition to heed what he 
regarded as the great characteristic indication of 
Aconite : “ the anguish of mind and body, the rest- 
lessness, the disquiet not to be allayed.” This state 
of jmind and body accords precisely with the gene- 
ral phenomena of that arterial excitement which 
attends the invasion of an acute inflammation, 
while the localization of the inflammation and the 


occurrence of exudation are marked by a subsidence 
of this general anguish; symptoms of local organic 
embarrassment being substituted for it; and the 
general constitutional symptoms being rather those 
of exhaustion and a depressed condition. Who- 
ever has closely watched a number of cases of 
pneumonia through the first and second stages 
will, 1 think, corroborate these views. 

Here, then, we have again an example of what 
the student of materia medica so often meets, — 

'll' 

dhe atitire coincidence of the teachmgs of a sound 
pathdEpgy with the results of ah intelligent and 


dhserimfoaring application of the law of the selec 
drug, by the correspondence of charac 
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Though it is always hazardous t6 undertake* the 
illustration of a scientific point by a rhetorical 
simile, we may venture to liken the action of Aco- 
nite and cognate remedies to ^e onset and effects 
of a tempest Whoever is familiar with the gen- 
eral character of North America from die AHe- 
ghanies^ to the Atlantic, must have had opportunity 
to overlook some fertile valley in the luxuriance 
of its midsummer vegetation. As he enjoys the 
prospect, the breeze subsides, and the sunlight 
becomes obscured. The cattle cease to graze ; they 
move uneasily through the field and snuff the aii^ 
as if in dread. Soon the incongruous swayings*of 
the foliage in different parts of the valley make it 
evident that the air is agitated by varying eddies 
and currents. To the same cause are due the 
variations in the sounds of the murmur of the 
brook and the hum of insects and the chitter of 
birds, that are brought to the ear at successive 
moments. Clouds of dust rise from portions of 
the winding road and are borne whirling along 
and upward. The cattle become more and more 
uneasy; they rush wildly to and fro through the 
meadows. A sound as of rushing waters 
up the valley, with a blast of cool air having an 
odor of freshly cut herb^, or feintly amn^iacal; 
douds of dust envelop the sp«$alor; the teinpest. 
breaks upon him and for a he teaMzea fill- 
ing but wild confusion, and die crash and^ roaring 
of the elements in tmrestrained coUiaon. - ' 

. After a short, dme the winds .abaibe ; the aitoos- 
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phere becomes clear and qui^ prevails again. All 
things have resumed their normal state. Nature, 
animate and inanimate, has come to her former 
condition of repose. The violence of the tempest 
has swept past, — to spend itself in permanent 
effects elsewhere. 

This represents, well enough, the action of 
Aconite, which raises an arterial and nervous storm, 
and, though in &tal cases its fury may be g^eat 
enough to induce chaos, that is, death, yet it 
does not localize itself in organic changes. Or, if 
the tempest be considered as representing disease, 
then Aconite is a happy influence (we know of 
none such in inanimate nature) which turns aside 
its force and sends it to expend its energies in 
material changes elsewh^e. 

But, tl^e tempest does not always pass thus 
lightly over the valley. It too often happens, that 
when tHe calm that follows its outbreak permits 
the spectator again to survey the region, he looks 
upon a scene wholly changed Trees have been 
fMPOstrated, perhaps, and buildings overturned. The 
mill has been carried away, the dam has failed to 
resist the sudden increase of the stream; where 
was once a broad expanse, of tranquil water is now 
an oozing waste, direaded by a narrow creek. 
The catde are scattered and the crops destroyed. 
Havoc has been made and desolation reigns. The 
processes of nature still go on, but in every condi- 
tion how chsmgedl 

. ^ This represents, in semte sort, (he action of 
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drugs which, like Aconite, produce a stonft d 
general vascular and nervous excit^ent, but whidi, 
unlike Aconite, produce, after this storm, as a s<Mt 
of sequel of it, a definite localization of pathogenetic 
action, viz., changes of function and tissues. 

Such a remedy is Bryonia, in its action on the 
lungs and pleura, and Belladonna, in its action on 
the brain and lungs; such, indeed, are most of our 
remedies. For there are few storms which do not 
make more or less of local havoc. 

With a few disconnected remarks, we may close 
these desultory observations. 

It is clear that Aconite may be given in acute 
inflammation of every organ of die body, but only 
in a certain stage of a certain form of inflammation. 
How shall we know wheiii this stage and form are 
before us? When, in addition to whatever signs 
there may be which designate the organ which is 
affected, the symptoms which have been called 
characteristic of Aconite are present ; the heat of 
surface, or external cold and internal heat, thirst, 
quick, excited but not hard pulse, copious sweat 
with burning heat; and, above ^1, anguish and 
restlessness of mind and body, tossing which will 
not be quieted, foreboding and anticipation of dealb. 

So, then, after all this talk, involving the terms and 
ji^>eculations of pathology, the selection of the. remedy 
comes down again to a comparison of symptoms. 

Yes! for the sagacity of the ma^er led hhn to 
see clearly that the symptoms of the patient are 
the only fai^ of which we have absolute . knowl* 
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edge as concerns^ the patient; and the s]^ptoms 
of the drug are the only facts that we absolutely 
know respecting it, and the relation in which they 
must be placed to neutralize each other, if it be 
found, must be sudii as to satisfy every sound 
hypothesis constructed on these ^ts. It must, 
eonsequently, harmonize with sound pathology. 
And*! many times this volume of talk will have 
been well bestowed if it shall convince any thought' 
ful mind that, first and most important, stands the 
correspondence of symptoms according to their 
rank, and that to this same result all sound hypoth- 
eses must lead. 

Aconite is never to be given “first to subdue 
the fever,” and then some other remedy to “meet 
the case,;” never to be alternated with other drugs 
for the puipose, as is often alleged, of “ controlling 
fever.” If the fever be such as to require Aconite, 
no other drug is needed. If other drugs seem 
indicated, one should be sought which meets the 
fever as well; for many ihuigs besides Aconite 
produce fever, each after his kind. 

Aconite may be called for, if the symptoms 
correspond, in the first stage of every acute 
influnmation, but remove from the mind the idea 
that it cures all inflammations; e, in the sec- 
ond stage cf pneumonia it is good for nothing. 

It is k remedy of .unspeakable value in a vast 
of acute hxmopty^s, which present the 
.sympti^ as above detailed, characterisdb 
the pathological origin of 
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which, and their ultimate nature, not controlled, 
.are involved in obscurity. The blood is florid. 
(Spitting of florid blood, without the restless an- 
guish of Aconite, calls for Millefolium.) 

Aconite should never be given to “ save time” 
while the physician goes home to study up the 
case. This is slovenly practice; it were better to 
give nothing, because Aconite, if given in a|jcase 
which does not call for it, may do mischief; as, \ 
for example, in commencement of typhoid 
fever, in which it will unfavorably influence the 
entire course of the disease, unless symptoms call 
for it, which they rarely if ever can do. 

Notwithstanding this fact, so wide-spread has 
the notion become that Aconite is the remedy 
for fever, that the allopaths have adopted and are 
now using it as the stock remedy for typhoid fever 
in Bellevue Hospital (1864). The death rate does 
not lessen. Prescribing on a single symptom (it 
reduces the pulse in large doses) they give it in 
typhoid, overlooking the^great pathological fact of the. 
dyscrasia, to which Aconite has no relation whatever. 
Had they adopted Arsenic for typhoid, there would 
have been good pathological defense for them. 

There are writers on the homoeopathic materia 
medica who 'ci^te a theory of the action of 
Aconite, and make it the great antiphlogistic. 
Hence . they are compelled by logical ^h^l^y 
to recommend Aconite in a]il diseases, a flagrant 
illustradon. of the felly of prescrilMttg on a patho* 
logical dieory. 



BRYONIA ALBA. 

T he tincture of the root of Bryonia alba, or 
dilutions made from it, were used by Hahne- 
mann in his provings. The root of this vine, 
which grows in hedge-rows and along fences in 
England and on the continent of Europe, furnishes 
us the tincture from whicli our preparations are 
made. 

Pereira calls Bryonia a violent emetic and pur- 
gative. Troussdau and Pidoux speak of it as an 
active purgative, to be used like Colocynth and 
Elaterium. But Hermand de Montgomery declared 
that he had frequently cured .vomiting, colic, diar- 
rhoea and dysentery, with Bryonia, — an illustration, 
from allopathic sources, of the homoeopathic curative 
action of this drug. 

In the majority of modern works on materia 
medka, of the dlopathic school, Bryonia is not 
menrioned. Yet it has for centuries been recog- 
nized, among the people bf Europe, as a specific 
for certain ailmente, and eminent physicians of 
earliiBr ^es have recorded many cures by it 
Cataplsufma of the root were successfully used to 
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scatter inflammatory swellings of the joints. This 
was a homoeopathic prescription in so far as the 
selection of the drug was concerned. Th^ ancients 
cured dropsy with it, and especially hydrothorax 
(and we use it for pleurisy with fluid exudation). 
Sydenham used Bryonia as a remedy for intermit- 
tent fever. Teste says the French peasants of 
Lorraine use the root as a specific remed|| for 
hernia. J learned from observation ' that among the 
peasants residing in the Maremma, on the shores 
of the Mediterranean, north of the Pontine marshes, 
Bryonia is commonly (and successfully) used as a 
remedy for the peculiar type of intermittent and 
remittent fever which is endemic there. We sh^l 
see how these instances confirm the law of Similta 
similibiis curantur. 

Our entire knowledge of the action of Bryonia 
on the healthy subject is derived from the proving 
by Hahnemann and his pupils,* and from the Aus- 
trian provings, arranged by Professor Zlatarovidu,* 
From these sources we construct the follow^ 
risumi in which, as before, we follow the anatomi- 
cal order : 

Sensorium. The action of Bryonia is well 
defined and constant Every prover describes, in 
language more or less emphatic, a “ confiision of 
the head,” a “distracted state of the sensorium.” 
When we consij^er this synrptom in cot^unodon 
with the peculiar febrile symptoms, the lasritude, 

' “ Materia Media Pura," voU ii. Zeitadbrift” vftL fn. , i$53r. “ C&- 

*«(Estlic|ie Homoeopatbisdie temidiiiidie," 1847, 
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ete., we ^lall perceive its significance. Great heavi- 
ness of the whole head. Weight upon the vertex. 
Vertigo, when fasting, when standing, and especially 
on first rising from a seat, compelling to sit; often 
conjoined with headache in the occiput, aggravated 
by motion. 

Headache. Dull, pressing headache in the fore- 
hea|||and temples; drawing and tensive headache 
in the temporal region ; drawing and tearing pain 
from the temple down to the malar bone and to 
the lower jaw (this symptom promises aid from 
Bryonia in prosopalgia). Sticking, jerking, throb- 
bing headache from dte forehead backward to the 
occiput (This symptom is characteristic, being 
paralleled in no other drug. Spigelia has pain 
darting from behind forward through tlie left eyc- 
foalL Silicea has pain coming up from the nape of 
the neck, through the occiput and over the vertex, 
and so down upon the forehead. Carbo vegetabilis 
has dull, heavy pain extending through the base of 
the brain, from the occiput . to the supra-orbital 
region.) 

The majority of the head-symptoms of Bryonia 
to the occiput, and we shall find it more fre- 
quently called for in headache involving the occiput 
In this respect it may be compared with Petroleum. 

The sensorium is blunted. 

the symptoms of the head are aggravated 
by motion and exertion. 

The pathtdogko-anatomical results of Bryonia 
fMisoning are : “ Redness of die diploe, injection of 
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the inner surface of the cranium. Congestion of 
the membranes. A section of the cerebral sub* 
stances is dotted here and there with blood.” 

Zlatarovich says: “The head-symptoms point 
to congestion and inflammation of the brain ; ” but, 
I think, the character of the fever and of the 
affection of the sensorium is such as to show that 
it is not likely to be a remedy in pure idioj|^tltic 
encephalitis. If a remedy in encephalitis at all, it 
must be in those cases in which meningitis has 
supervened, by metastasis or otherwise, upon some 
previously existing miasmatic or other disease, r. ^., 
one of the exanthemata. The pains and perverted 
function of the two upper branches of the fifth 
pair of nerves call to mind prosopalgia. 

The affections of the head and sensorium stfe 
worse in the morning ; not immediately on awaking 
(as with Lachesis), but after waking and moving 
the eyes and head (see stool — diarrhcea). 

Face. Red, hot and puffed. Red spots on the 
face and neck. The face is swollen; sometimes 
so much so as to close the eye. The pains art 
those that have been described as extending 
between the temple and the malar bone, and v^ 
of a tearing, drawing character. . : 

Eyes. Lids swollen and puffed. A sensatkm 
of pressure, from within outwmd in tiie gk)be of 
the eye, a kind of distention. ' The con]u^tiva 
seems to be moderately inf^med, judg^g' fipom 
these symptoms: sensation ^ if ti»ere w saisi 
in the eyes; incteas^ aecretitm cd* tears ;,4i^aige 
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muco-pus from the eye, obstructing vision ; itch- 
ing and burning of the margin of the lids. The 
right eye is most affected. 

Contrary to the general rule with Bryonia, the 
eye symptoms are aggravated by warmth. The 
special sense of vision is not affected in Hahne- 
mann’s proving, but Zlatarovich mentions a play of 
coloip. 

Eats, Sensation of obstruction in the external 
meatus and noises in the ears are the chief symp- 
toms. Discharge of blood from the ear is men- 
tioned; this may possibly be accounted for as an 
instance of vicarious menstruation. 

Nose. Often swollen at the extremity, with a 
sharp pain and sensitiveness to the touch. Frequent 
and repeated epistaxis, — a symptom recorded by 
many provers. It occurs in the morning, some- 
times awaking the prover from sleep. The blood 
is florid. Nose-bleeding after the sudden suspension 
of menses has been observed undes the action of 
Bryonia. It is probably thi® .symptom which has 
induced the use of Bryonia in vicarious menstrua- 
tk»L 

Mouth, The lips are swollen, with a biting, 
burning eruption. Aphthous patches appear on the 
lining membrane of the mouth and fauces. Dr. 
Huber, of Lenz, one of the Austrian provers. 
States dint his proving of Bryonia cured him of a 
institutional tendency to 2q>hthous formations in 
the throat The tongue is <hry. 
t The teedt feel long and loose; drawing or 
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jumping toothache when e,ating or just after eating, 
or in the evening in bed; aggravated by warmth, 
contrary to the general rule with Bryonia. Teeth 
and gums are sore. 

Throat Sticking pain on swallowing, on feel- 
ing of the throat and on bending the neck. 
Sensation of pressure or fullness. Great dryness in 
the throat. 4# 

Digestive Organs. Taste unpleasant, flat, even 
with good appetite ; sometimes bitter, sometimes 
putrid, with offensive breath ; appetite generally 
diminished or destroyed, with aversion to food. 
One prover (Fr. H.) records an excessive desire 
for food, which, however, ceased as soon as the 
prover began to eat 
Thirst increased. 

After eating, eructations, sometimes tasting of 
the food but generally bitter or sour, with an 
accumulation of sour water, sometimes tasteless, in 
the mouth. ^ 

. Hiccough is a frequent symptom. 

Nausea after a meal, although the food tasted 
well and was eaten with relish. 

Nausea and vomiting, morning and evening,, 
chiefly of water and mucus. Also, vomiting of feiod 
and of a fluid consisting of mucus and b^, and 
very bitter. , , 

Food oppresses the stomachy , is fek like h»d 
at the ^igas.trium, and is often rqgurgiitated. > 
St&mach and Abdomen. Pressiire la the epigas- 
trium, worse after eating and wheft Th 
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fkain sometimes extends down to the umbilical 
re^on; sometimes even to the bladder and peri* 
naeum. 

After eating, there is often a constricting pain 
in the stomach, then a cutting in the epigastrium 
and then vomiting of food. The pains are worse 
during motion as is the general rule with Bryonia 
pain| 

Sensation of distention, and sometimes actual 
swelling in the umbilical region. 

Pains, sticking and shooting in both sides of 
the abdomen, aggravated by motion and sometimes 
chtmging into stitches from the abdomen into the 
stomach. The stitches are most frequent in the 
region of the spleen. 

In the hepatic region, on the contrary, we find 
a tensive, burning pain ; with a stitch which occurs 
only when the region is pressed upon, or when 
the prover coughs or takes a deep inspiration. 

Flatulence moderate. Its movements occasion* 
ally produce pain. 

Stool. It is a peculiarity of Bryonia that, in 
moderate doses, it produces, in the healthy prover, 
retention of stool; the stool is infrequent, large in 
form, solid and evacuated with difHcult)^ and 
attended by prolapsus of the rectum and burning 
sensation. Besides this characteristic action, Bryo* 
nia pfToduces also, as an alternate action, a kind of 
diarrhoea preceded by colic, occurring especially at 
night (or early morning as soon as the patieAt^ 
rises and begins to walk about), and^ coming on so 



96 


BRYONU AL9A. 


suddenly that the prover can harcUy prevent an 
involuntary evacuation.' 

Zlatarovicl) calls especial attention to the tender- 
ness of the abdominal walls generally ; to the 
burning pains along the anterior connection of the 
diaphragm with the ribs; to the sensitiveness of 
the hepatic region to touch and on deep inspiration; 
also to the fact that Bryonia diminishes the intes- 
tinal excretions, weakens the peristaltic action of 
the bowels, and retards the stool. It produces 
diarrhoea, he thinks, only when taken in very large 
doses. 

Urine. The urine is high-colored, concen- 
trated ; passed frequently, sometimes with pain. 
Occasionally, during exertion, it is passed invol- 
untarily. 

Menstruation. Bryonia uniformly hastens the 
coming on of the menses, and increases the flow. It 
may, therefore, as experience has shown, be a val- 
uable * remedy in too frequent and too copious 
menstruation. 

Respiratory Organs. TJie action of Bryonia on 
this region of the body is well marked, and has 
enabled us to make many brilliant cures. 

Jtlhtsai Membrane. Fluent corya, beginning 
with violent and frequent sneezing, ’accompanied by 
stitching headache, wh«i the prover stoops, and 
by hoarseness and an altered tohe of voice. 

*For a ^mparaftiVe notice of Dr lecture, American 

the dianrhcea of Bryonia, Sulphur, KdmOEibpathie Review," voL v.|, 
Thuja, and Podophyllum, see p. 441/ ^ 
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Cough. Generally dry; it seems to come from 
the region pf the stomach, and is preceded by a 
cratyling and tickling sen^tion in the epigastrium. 
This is the general characteristic ; sometimes there 
is a crawling Bensation in the throat also, inducing 
a cough, followed by mucous sputa. 

, Hacking cough, as if caused by something 
(mucus?) at a definite spot in the trachea; after 
coughing for sortie time this spot becomes very 
sensitive, and it is worse from talking and smoking. 

Cough induced by coming from the open air 
into a warm room ; from a sensation as of a vapor 
in the trachea/ which prevents the prover getting 
air enough. 

Concomitants. The cough Is accompanied by 
stitching pmns in ‘ the brain ; by rawness m the 
lar)'nx ; by stitches in the intercostal spaces and in 
the sternum ; by soreness in the epigastrium ; by 
gagging, without nausea; by vomiting of food when 
coughing. 

It is very characteifstic of the Bryonia cougH 
that; while coughing, the patient presses with his 
hand upon the sternum, as though he needed to 
support the chest during^ the violent exertion, ^o, 
that the parts which are^ the seat of subjective ^in 
bec6me subsequently sensitive to external pressure; 
o. tiie sternum. (So also the joists.) 

The expettewatibn, which is Infrequent and 
scau^, is tough and sometimes bloody. 

Keiqnration is impeded, as though by a press- 
tire 5>n^ the epigastrium, and is accelerated, as 
B ^ 
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though by a feeling of heat in the epigastrium and 
chest The prover feels a desire to take a deep 
inspiration, but when he attempts to do so he 
experiences a pain which does not allow him to 
expand the chest Thoracic respiradpn is often 
almost impossible, by reason of the stitching pains 
in the sides of the thorax. These symptoms might 
call our attention to Bryonia in pleurisy, pneumonia 
and asthma. Ranunculus bulbosus his similar 
symptoms which, equally with the Bryonia pains, 
impede thoracic respiration ; but the stitches are 
not so sharp and knife-like as those of Bryonia. 

Thorax. Pressing pains, sometimes just above 
the epigastrium, sometimes over the whole chest, 
or on the sternum, impeding respiration. Stitching, 
lancinating pains are, however, more frequent 
They occur on inspiration, or on turning around in 
bed ; they are situated sometimes in the sides of 
the thorax, and sometimes they extend through the 
thorax from the front to the scapulae ; generally 
the seat of the pain is Sensitive to pressure, and 
when the arms are moved. 

Back. Here we meet a new variety of symp- 
tom Sticking and jerking pains pressing between 
thXIcapulae and extending thence thrmigh to the 
epigastrium, when sitting; paiii in the lumbar ^d 
sacral region, as if beaten; stiffno^ tearing and 
tenderness in the joints and mu^es 1die hiinbar 
region, which prevent motion and atooj^hg; these 
are felt most when standing or sitting, md not ao 
much when lying. 
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Esctvemities. In the extremities we have stitch- 
ing pains in the region of the large joints, as in 
the shoulder, over the trochanter, and at the knee, 
— all gready aggravated t>y motion, touch, or any 
jar or shock; Drawing and pain, as if luxated, in 
the. medium and smaller joints. 

The Hmbs and the joints swell, become red, 
and are very sensitive to touch or motion. The 
pains are . relieved by warmth. 

Skin. Various eruptions. Small red spots on 
various parts of the body; some with sensibility, 
and not disappearing on pressure; some burning, 
and disappearing on pressure. 

Sleep, Great sleepiness by day, with yawning, 
lassitude, stretching, etc. Yet, at night, the prover 
cannot sleep, because of the tumultuous course of the 
blood, smxiety and heat A concourse of anxious 
thoughts keeps the prover awake till three or four 
A. M. Sleep full of dreams. Often a prattling and 
muttering delirium. Also, sleep-walking has been 
observed under the action of Bryonia, and has been 
cured by it 

Fever. In the fever which Bryonia produces, 
cold, f^dominates. Coldness and shivering over 
th^, whole body. Heat often only internal, 

.sin|;le parte of ’'the body, and it is conjoined with 
great So, indeed, is the chill Sweat on 

^|p|!.e!Ste^Plt,even when walking in the cool air. 
il at night and is often sour. 

.jAnxiou3» peevish and hasty. 
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GBNERAL ANALYSIS. 

1. Vtial Force. That Bryonia exerts, in some 
respects, a depressing action on the vital force, 
appears from its effect on the sensorium, which is 
depressed and benumbed ; there is a decided sensa- 
tion of weakness and lassitude ; the arms' incline to 
sink by one’s side; the limbs move but sluggishly. 
This sensation of lassitude is most marked early in 
the morning, as though the night’s sleep, had 
brought no refreshment The least exertion seems 
to use up the forces of the body. 

Nevertheless, this prostration is not excessive, 
nor is it universal. For the disposition is not 
indifferent as might have been expected ; on the 
contrary; the prover is hasty and peevish. Again, 
the special senses are not materially affected ; the 
sphincters are not relaxed, nor do any invol- 
untary muscles seem to be greatly embarrassed 
in the exercise of their functions. There is no 
laxity of fiber, such as is shown by the occurrence 
of involuntary excretions. 

The depressing effect seems to be confined to 
that part of the nervous system which presides 
ovdi^oluniary motion, and over the operations of 
mind. 

- y 

2, The Organic Substance of die body is 
affected as follows: The secretions from the intesd- 
nal surfaces are diminished; die capHlary circula- 
tion appears to ^ somewhat impede in the mucous 
meihbranes, but is particulsurly so in the serous 
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inembnthes which line the closed cavities of the 
pleura, peritoneum, pericardium, and joints. As a 
sequel of this impediment we have effusion (so 
called) into these cavities. 

3. Sp/tere of Action. The action of Bryonia, 
as appears from the proving, is exerted chiefly 
upon the nervous system of animal life, presiding 
over ratiocination and voluntary motion; upon the 
gastro-intestinal region, producing various perver- 
sions of digestion, a deficient intestinal secretion 
and a form of constipation, and, moreover, the 
symptoms of a well-marked hepatitis. Upon the 

» respiratory mucous membrane, the action of Bry- 
onia, though evident, is subordinate. The serous 
membranes of the large cavities, and of the joints 
and the ligaments, are eminently affected. Finally, 
the female sexual organs are in such wise affected 
that menorrhagia is produced, the discharge being 
florid. 

4. Sensations. The sensations peculiar to Bry- 
onia are stitching, lancinating pains, — such pains, in 
fact; as usually attend and characterize acute affec- 
tions of the serous and fibrous tissues. Drawing 
pains are analogous to these. In addition, we note 
th|e peculiar sensations of lassitude in the 4lbs 
tliat have been already described. It must not 
be forgotten ^t many other remedies likewise 
pioduce stitching, lancinating p^ins, — as Squilla, 
Raanacuhts bullx>sus, Asclepias. 

3, Perioiiciip. A disposition to a recurrence 
of file paiim in &e morning eady, not immediately 
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on awaking (as with Lachesis), but on first moving 
after waking. 

6. Peculiarities. The great feature character- 
,istic of the Bryonia symptoms is their aggravation 
by motion and touch. This applies to all, except 
a few isolated symptoms, which it is evident, from 
the context, are purely nervous. 

It is also noteworthy, that the seat of the sub- 
jective pain soon becomes objectively sore, and 
then swollen and red. 

The pains of Bryonia are, in general, relieved 
by warmth and aggravated by cold. 

They are aggravated by mental excitement ’ 

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS. 

Hahnemann mentions the importance of Bryonia 
in the treatment of various kinds of fevers, and 
refers to his treatment of a malignant typhus that 
was epidemic in Saxony in 1813, after the retreat 
of the French army. This will be spoken of when 
we treat of Rhus toxicodendron. 

Hahnemann recommends Bryonia in • certain 
kinds of abdominal cramps in women, of course, 
wl^ the symptoms correspond. 

^nead. Seeing the action of the Bryonia on 
the serous membranes one might infer that it 
would occupy a prominent place in the treatment 
of meningitis. But this inference is not justified 
by the symptoms. They represent a fever, too 
asthenic to correspond with any form of idfopathic 
meningitis. 
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• In repercussed eruptions, however, as, for exam- 
ple, during the course of an exanthematous fever, — 
scarlatina or measles,— when the eruption has dis- 
^pcared, and the sensorfum becomes immediately^ 
affected, Eryonia has often done excellent service. 
The oppression of the senses, the general prostra- 
tion, the peculiar form of fever, consisting of pre- 
dominant coldness, first a chili and then a fever, 
mixed up of chill and heat, with a small pulse, 
and which never, even when the heat is greatest, 
becomes very full or hard,r— these symptoms corre- 
spond well to the kind of case to which we refer. 

But it is only in a certain, class of cases of 
repercussed exanthemata that Bryonia is indicated 
and' useful, viz., where the sensorium and the sys- 
tem of animal life are depressed, benumbed, but 
the functions not perverted. There is another class 
in which they are perverted, and in which, conse- 
quently, convulsions more or less complete occur. , 
In such cases Cuprum aceticum (or metallicum) is 
likely to be indicated, a fact for the knowledge of 
which we are indebted to Dr. G, Schmidl^ of 
Vienna. In other cases of this kind, without fever 
pr disturbance of the geheral system, the entire 
sensorial life is suspended.- Here Hellebore#nay 
be required, as Hahnemann has shown in his intro- 
jdnetto^' to the proving of that drug| Or, again, 
toother with this suspension of sensorial life, there 
tnay be rigns of effusion within the craniuni; the^ 
. vlfes like ah animate but not intelligent log, 

. arc dilated j tihe eyes -converge or 
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diverge; and here Zincum tnetallicum will some-* 
times save the patient. I made this observation in 
1853, in a case of scarlatina. About the same 
time, and unknown to me, Dr. Elb, of Dresden, 
jj^ublished some similar cases in the “ Allgemeine 
Homoeopathische Zeitung.” 

Under these circumstances the vital processes 
move very slowly, and I believe it is necessary to 
repeat the Zinc frequently, and to continue it for 
many days. 

Epistaxis. Bryonia h^ been named as a rem- 
edy. The blood is florid. The epistaxis occurs in 
the morning, often waking the patient from sleep. 
It is often a concomitant of suppressed menstrua- 
tion, or where the symptom accompanies a case of 
typhoid fever. 

Fevers. In the fevers marked by gastro-intes- 
tinal localizations, such as bilious remittent^ some 
forms of intermittent and some Torms of typhus 
fever, Bryonia has done good servicq, It compares 
with Eupatorium and Rhus toxicodendrim, and with 
Nux vomica and Mercurius. 

The fever is fnarked by gastro-hepatic compli- 
cations, resembling the ftymptoma The headache 
is a iplitting pain through the temples, and at the. 
same time, more severely, in the occiput Oppres- 
sion at the ^ pit of the stomach and tendemq^ 
tl^re ; vomiting of food, mucus and bile, stitdfes 
in the hypochondria, and soreness and tension in 
the he{uitic region, along with diy cough and 
decided consdpation, without aiiy ..desire. fi>r - evacn- 
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ation o( the bowels. Together with these local 
sym{^ms there are frequent short chills, altemat* 
ing or mixed up with heat of the body ; a pulse 
small and frequent, but Somewhat hard. Add to 
the above a slimy and bittef taste, aversion t^ 
food, eructations, pains in the back and limbs, 
much aggravated by touch and motion, together 
with dullness of the Sensorium, and aversion to 
noise and to mental exertion, and we have a 
picture of the form of fever for which, < whether 
remittent or intermittent, Bryonia is appropriate. 

Similar symptoms often characterize what is pop- 
ularly called “a bilious attack.” These “attacks” 
are very common in persons who have for years 
. been accustomed to .take frequent doses of calomel 
or of blue mass for headache and “biliousness.” 
And we are often called upon to supply a substi- 
tute for these drugs. In the majority of these 
cases Bryonia is the remedy. If early resorted to, 
it wffl generally break up the attack ; and a reper 
tition of this treatment rarely fails to destroy a 
tendency to its recurrence. 

Bcenninghausen gives the following picture of 
the Bryonia fever: “Pulfee hard, frequent and 
tense: Chill and coldness predominate, qfteni^ith 
of die head, red cheeks and thirst Chill, 
coldn^s of the body^ Chill and 
ooldResB .most at evening, or on die right side of 
dto . Chill more in the room dian in the 

heat, fijr the most part only inter- 
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nally, and as if the blood *burned in the veins. All 
the symptoms are. aggravated during the heat 

“Much sweat Easy sweating, even from walk- 
ing slowly in the cold, open air. Copious night 
and morning sweats. Sweat sour, or oily.” 

Hahnemann gives the following groups of symp- 
toms, as characterizing those cases of typhus for 
which he gave Bryonia so successfully: 

“The patient complains of dizziness, shooting 
(or jerking-tearing) pains in the head, throat chest 
abdomen, etc., which are felt particularly on moving 
the part in addition to the other symptoms, the 
haemorrhages, the vomiting, the heat the thirst 
the nocturnal restlessness,” etc. 

In acute hepatitis it is very evident from the 
symptoms, that Bryonia may be a most valuable 
remedy. Experience has confirmed the indication. 

Bryonia is also a remedy for constipation, 
being, as Hahnemann remarks, one of the few 
remedies of which, the primary actibn is to diminish 
the intestinal excretion, and likewise tlie peristaltic 
action of the intestine. 

It differs from Nux vomica, as we shall see, in 
this respect that the action of the intestine is 
diminished. Nux vomica does n«it diminish the 
action of the intestine. It rather increases it but 
at the same time renders it inharmonious and spas- 
modic, a hindrance, therefore, and not a help > to 
evacuation. This is the reason why the constipa- 
tion characteristic of Nux vomica is accomfianied 
by frequent ineffectual desire fm* stod, the action 



BRYOlllA ALBA. 


107 


of the intestine being irregular and spasmodic, and 
the constipation resulting from this irregularity of 
action, and not from inaction. Bryonia has nothing, 
of this. Under its influence the intestinal activity is 
really diminished*, — there is no desire 16 r stool. As a 
remedy for constipation, Bryonia is analogous to 
that other valuable remedy for the same trouble — 
Veratrum. 


It has been already remarked that Bryonia is 
our great remedy in the treatment of vicarious 
menstruation — a perversion of function which is 
not so rare as has been supposed. At the period 
when the menstrual discharge should naturally take 
place, there occur haemorrhages from' some other 
parts of the body, as from the nose, mouth or 
lungs. I have seen, under such circumstances, 
likewise, haemorrhage from the eye, the ear, and 
once from the nipple. These vicarious discharges 
are not difficult to distinguish from haemorrhage 
attending and consequent upon diseased conditions 
of these organs themselves. If, for example, about 
the time of menstruation, this phenomenon not 
occurring, a copious expectoration or vomiting of 
blood take plau:e, without any other symptoms of 
disea^ of thedlung or stomach, — if it last two or 
three dayi^ with no greater disturbance of the gen- 
,^ral commonly attends menstruation, — 

ifrit' tfeen cease, leaving no sign of diseaise in the 
; Q^parently affected, and, if it recur ag^ 
Usual inenstrual interval, there can be no 



doubt of die nature of the trouble. 
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Clinical experience has shown that Bryonia gener- 
ally cures these cases. 

, About the third day after confinement, women 
are liable to chill and an access of fever, just when 
the mamma begins in earnest the performance of 
its peculiar function. Experience has shown Bryo- 
nia to be one of our most valuable remedies in 
this condition. The correspondence of symptoms 
indicates this; for, the “milk fever” is one in 
which chill predominates; it is a mixture of chill 
and fever, the former much in excess, and, more- 
over, the gland, which is the seat of pain, becomes 
rapidly sore and sensitive to touch or motion. In 
addition, there are drawing tearing pains in the 
limbs and a headache resembling that of Bryonia. 
Bryonia is likewise our foremost remedy in inflam- 
mation of the mammae during lactation. 

A word of caution, bearing on the diagnosis of 
the latter affection, may not here be inappropriate. 
It is of the* utmost importance to avoid mistaking 
symptoms of exhaustion of the Supply of milk in 
the gland for symptoms of commencing inflamma- 
tion, and treating, with medicine, a condition which 
should be met by rest of the organ and an appro- 
priate diet. 

In primiparae the secretion is often established 
tardily, and the milk fever is severe. For tins 
reason the patient is apt to be kept on* a very low 
diett with a view of preventing inflammation of the 
manuna and, for the same object tiie child is 
applied to the breast at .very short iaterval% in 
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order to prevent *' accumulation of tnilk in the 
gland,” “ to keep it free.” . Under these circum- 
stmices, the supply of milk is apt to he scanty. 
If, now, the child be vigorous, the supply will soon 
be exhausted, and the child will “draw upon a 
vacuum.” Very soon an acute dragging pain is 
experienced by the mother, extending from the 
nipple through the gland and the thorax to the 
scapula. It would be a sad mistake to regard this 
as always a sign of existing inflammation, to still 
farther curtail the diet and to resort to medication. 
It is not always a sign of inilammation, it is a 
“ dragging on the milk-tubes.” The diet should be 
increased in its nutritive qualities, and directions 
given to apply the child less frequently to the 
breast, and to remove it as soon as this peculiar 
pain begins to be felt This is very important; 
for, if tlie “dragging”, be allowed to continue long, 
and be often repeated, it will produce inflammation, 
first of the nipple and subsequently of the gland. 
This is the origin ,of perhap's a majority of the 
cases oi “ sore nipples ” met with in practice, and 
attendon to these precautions constitutes one of the 
b«t preventives of that distressing affection. 

It should Ik observed, however, that cases 


sometimes occur, in which, as soon as the infant 
beg^s :to nurse, the patient experiences severe 
:^ra^^g and stitching pain, extending from 


^. ..extrmtty bf the nipple to the scapula, and 
dm pjdn of ttuiia almost unendurable^ 
when there can be ik> reason to stts<< 
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pect a deficiency of milk. Indeed, the piiins set 
in as soon as the child begins -to- niirae, and 
not, as in the case before described, aft^ the child 
has already nursed, 'for a time; satisfactorily/' These 
are cases of irritable nipple, and they often result 
in mammary abscess, because the mother ‘cannot 
endure the pain of having the breast freed from 
the milk that is secreted. Such cases find their 
best remedy, as I learn from Professor Guernsey, 
of Philadelphia, in Croton tiglium. But if the 
pains come on and exist only or chiefly during the 
interval between nursing, they - are relieved by. 
Phellandrium aquaticum (Gross). 

On the respiratory organs the action of Bryonia 
is very emphatic. 

Dr. Wurmb says of it: “Although Bryonia be 
not so often administered in diseases of the mucous 
membranes as in those of the serous a^d * fibrous 
tissues, it is, nevertheless, in the formerj a very 
important remedy. Its action on all the mem- 
branes must be a very extensive one, because of 
its powerful influence upon the processes of. secre- 
tion and absorption, and because the mucous 
membranes, in particular, belong to those oigans' 
by means of which these operations are, for tiie 
mo|t part, carried oh. ^ 

“The results of provings show that Bry^a 
produces powerful irritation in tho ihtleousv 
braiie of the respiratory organs. TRi^ condition » 
important, ncrt only inasniych as it enables us ; t6 
designate Bryonia as an important remedy in ac^to 
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bronchi catarrh, but idso as giving us a point 
tTappiii ill .studying the remedy. For experience 
t^hes us, .on the one hand, tbat the more violent 
forms of catarrh almost always involve the pleura, 
causing stitch in the side, and, on the other hand, 
that stitching pains almost always yield, and in a 
short time, -to Bryonia. 

“’We lay great stress on the fact that in the 
.Bryonia catarrh the mucous secretion is diminished, 
because a great majority of the symptoms which 
are considered to indicate Bryonia derive their sig- 
nificance from this fact, and it will serve to keep 
them in memory. They are: hoarseness, hacking 
cough, which sets in especially in the morning and 
evening, and is generally dry or yields but a little 
tenacious mucus (which is sometimes streaked with 
blood)^ and which sometimes, through its violence, 
causes retdiing and actual vomiting. As rarely 
fiulifig concomitants of the Bryonia cough, we have 
stitching pains in the throat and chest, and press- 
ing pains in the head.” 

lit the bronchial catarrh, with scanty secretion, 
and . attended by dyspnoea and nervous erethism, 
to'^wMch infants 'are subject, and which is often 


for true pneumonia, Bryonia is a most 
remedy. In a subsequent stage of .the 
when the secretiqji has become 
every paroxysm of coughing pfo- 


copious vomiting of mucus, wii|t 
and sweat. Ipecacuanha is 
reiluired. In former . days, before I 
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learned to distinguish sharply between the indica- 
tions for these remedies, I used to give them, as 
was and is so commonly advised and practiced, in 
alternation,— ^ a slovenly practice which cannot be 
too strongly condemned. Each of the remedies has 
its place in the appropriate stage of the m^ady. 

In the pneumonia of adults, especially in that 
form in which tlie deposit or exudation is scanty 
and fibrinoivs,, Bryonia is the. remedy most fre- 
quently required. So true is this, and so valuable 
is Bryonia in this case, when indicated, that some 
practitioners have not hesitated to say that Bryonia 
is the sole and all-sufificient remedy for pneumonia, 
and that they give nothing else. This view, how- 
ever, restricts the idea 6f pneumonia to one path- 
ological form, ignoring that form in which the 
exudation is not purely fibrinous, and in which 
Phosphorus or Tartar emetic is likely to be 
indicated, as we shall see when we come to 
Phosphorus. 

A reference here may be permitted to the sin-' 
gular fact that yhereas, In New England, where 
pneumonia is frequently met with, more than one 
busy practitioner places his whole reliance on Bry- 
onia in pneumonia, and' claims to cure every ca% 
with it] in Vienna, on the other handi^ where pneu- 
monia is still more commtm. Dr. Fleisdimann regards 
Phosphorus as the specific; ai)id uses it almost 
exclusively. . . ' * 

' Admitting the looseners of the practice^ whtch^ 
in my locality, lopks to One remedy eitclustvely as 
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tbe specific for any disease whatever, may it not 
be that the character of the pneumonia, in the two 
regions is radically different, depending on difiFer- 
ences in the constitutions and habits of the races 
in the two countries? Be this as it may, the facts 
are a warning not to prescribe on the basis of the 
name of the disease. 

Important as is the action of Bryonia on the 
regions already designated, it is still more marked 
in the serous and fibrous tissues. 

The stitching pains in the thorax and abdomen, 
especially the stitch in the intercostal regions on 
takin^^ a deep inspiration, all point to the efficacy 
of Bryonia in plehritis, an indication which expe- 
rience has confirmed. It is believed to be more 
suitable for pleurisy of the right side. 

In pericarditis, also, it is valuable, though per- 
haps less frequently indicated than Spigelia. (As- 
clepias tuberosa.) 

In its relations to affections of the pleura, 
Bryonia is resembled by Spigelia, Squilla, Ranun- 
culus bulbosus and Kali carbonicum, and amongst 
.the new remedies, Asclepias tuberosa. 

In rheumatism, Bryonia is one of our most 
important remedies. Its symptoms of the extremi- 
ties simulate a musdtlar rheumatism, with moderate 
fever; while the symptoms of the joints show it to 
be stSS more appropriate to articular rheumatism. 

The joints are much swollen and are reddened ^ 
streaks of iged ektendiAg up and down the limb. 
Tht^, ar^Vfry sensitive to touch, and are especially 
9 
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■painful during motion, the pain being less the more 
perfect the repose. Dr. Wurmb gives the follow- 
ing indications : “ The fever not very violent, or, 

if so at first, much diminished ; the liieumatism 
does not change its location; the local phenomena; 
especially the swelling and pain, very violent? the 
irritation of the skin but slight; the redness not 
very great” The aggravations as to time are in 
the morning some time after waking, and in the 
evening. The pain is of a sticking and tearing 
character. 



EUPATORIUM. 

T his drug, which has hardly as yet an estab- 
lished place in the pharmacopoeia, although it 
is a much used and highly prized “ domestic ” 
remedy, has been but imperfectly studied, and we 
have jiothing approaching to an exhaustive knowl- 
edge of its properties and capabilities. Enough is 
known, however, to give it rank beside Bryonia in 
regard of its febrile and gastro-hepatic symptoms. 

Eupatoriutn perfoliatum — thoroughwort or bone- 
set — is popularly used as a diaphoretic (a hot 
infusion in frequent, moderate doses), or as an 
emetic (hot infusion, large doses), or as a tonic 
(cold infusion, small doses). 

Its history and its uses by allopathic and 
eclectic physicians are well detailed in Dr. Hale's 
work.* 

Eupatorium is said to have been a principal 
remedy for intermittent fever with the Indians. 

Dr. Anderson, of New-York, in 1813, pub- 
lt$hed 9. number of cases of intermittent fever 
suoeessfiilly treated with it in the City Hospitd. 
He {MX^>osed it* therefore, as a substitute for Cin- 

'“New Remedies,” etc, p. 159 seq. 
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chona bark. Subsequent experiments with It in 
that hospital were ijot successf||| and the remedy 
fell into disrepute. 

This is the history of every drug in the allo- 
pathic materia medica There can be no doubt 
that the Eupatorium did really cure the cases 
which Dr. Anderson reported. But there was, assur- 
edly, some peculiarity about these cases, by virtue 
of which they exactly corresponded to Eupatorium. 
The cases in which it was tried unsuccessfully, 
unquestionably, did not possess this, peculiarity, 
whatever it was, and which must be the character- 
istic of Eupatorium. But the physicians who were 
testing the remedy took no note of this ; they 
regarded all cases as virtually alike, because to all 
of them the name “intermittent” could be applied. 
So regarding them, and taking no note of any 
peculiarities wherein one- case differed ftom another, 
they could not of course perceive why Eupatorium 
might correspond to one case and cure it, and not 
to another. 

The number of cases of intermittent fever to 
which Eupatorium is appropriate is not very large, 
except during certain seasons, when an epidemic 
requiring it may prevail (as was the case in some 
parts of the State of New- York, in tihe autonm. 
of 1865). ’ ; - ; 

The first proving of Eupatorium was ’ ma^ tii 
Philadelphia; and was rept^d l^iDr. W. WU* ; 
liamsDti to tl^. American Ins^ute H^»nc£opad]i^ 4 
in 1S47. rits great action, is 

, s.* Transactions;** v<d. K . 
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systcsn (or fibi^us tissues), producing great soreness 
and aching, and npon die gastro-hepatic system, 
producing a condition resembling what is known 
as a “bilious state." 

It produces intense headache, throbbing- and 
great sense of internal soreness in the forehead 
and occiput, with a sensation of great weight in the 
occiput; distress and pmnful soreness in the top 
and back of the head. 

Soreness of the eyeball; redness of the &ce, 
with dry skin. 

Tongue coated whitish or yellow. 

Loss of appetite; thirst for cold water. 

Eructations tasteless or bitter. 

Vomiting after drinking; vomiting of bile, with 
trembling and with pmn in the epigastrium. 

Nausea and sense of extreme prostration (this 
is not real prostration). 

Soreness around the epigastric zone; soreness 
and fullness in the region of the liver. 

Constipation; urine high*colored and scanty. 
Roughness and rawness in the trachea. Hacking, 
dry c^ugh, with flushed face ; the patient supports 
the chest with the hand (like Bryonia). 

Weakness in the small of the back ; deep-seated 
in the knns, with soreness on every motion ; 
til. back and lowe|r extremkiea 

a^ adii^g in hands and wrists, as if 
/juad dblocated; the same ia srms. Stifihes% 
-oL lover e«ttemities» ^ if bes^en^ 
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Fever, commencing generally in the morning; 
thirst begins several hours before the chill, and 
continues during chill and heat There is vomiting 
of bile at the end of the chill. 

During the heat the face .is of a dull, mahogany- 
red color, and the eye glistens, the sclerotica being 
yellow. 

It is a distinguishing peculiarity that little or 
no sweat follows the hot stage. 

The peculiar headache, the .soreness of the eyes 
and their yellowness, the yellowish- red face, the 
vomiting of bile, with nausea and prostration, the 
soreness in the region of the liver, the constipation, 
etc., are one group of symptoms. The internal 
soreness and the external soreness all over the 
body, from head to foot^ constitute anotlier group. 
These two groups together furnish an indication for 
Eupatorium in certain forms of “bilious fever” (in 
the first* stage), too strong to be questioned. 

The absence of much perspiration after the. 
heat, showing an imperfect resolution, points to the 
type of fever as the remittent. 

Experience has confirmed these views. I regard 
the severe bone pains and the absence of much 
sweat as especially characteristic. 

The symptoms of the ^tro-hepadc region, and 
^e character and aggravations of the pams in die 
body and extremities, very closely ' resemble diose 
of Bryonia. But a broad distinction at once 
£q>j^ears when we consider the {lerspiratimi whkh, 
under Bryonia, is profuse and eafdly /prdyc^i^, 
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tirilile, under Eupatorium, it is scanty or absent. 
Again, the Eupatprium pains make the patient 
restless ; those of Bryonia make him keep very 
still. 

Rhus toxicodendron produces pains and aching 
in the limbs; but these pains are worse during 
repose, and they 4ceep die patient restless, con- 
stantly changing his position, whereas those of 
Eupatorium are not aggravated by repose. 

R. D., a stout mechanic, thirty-five years old, of 
dark complexion, went into an ice-house one very 
warm mofning in August, to get a piece of ice. 
Charmed with the coolness of the place, he fool- 
ishly remained there for a quarter hour or longer. 
Suddenly he felt chills creeping over him ahd 
became quite faint. He ^ left the ice-house as 
quickly as he could and went home. In an hour 
he had an exceedingly severe chill, lasting several 
hours. . This was followed by burning fever, which 
continued without abatement until the following 
morning, when it gave pl^ce to a severe chill. 
As this chill was passing away I first saw lj[ie 
patient 

He had already become hot externally; his face 
was of a dull, red color; the eyes glistened, and 
the sidieroticse were yellowish red. The tongue 
haH a riiirk, yellowish fur; there was intense heaM- 
ht^ ia^the occiput — an insupportable heaviness, 
and frrauent eflbrt to vomit extreme tcR- 
the epigastrium, fullness and tenderness 
region, with ^stitches and soreness 
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on moving nnd coughing; intolerable aching m 
the ' back and limbs, ' “as if the bones were 
broken.” Urine scanty and of a dark mahogany 
color ; a hard, dry cough and some dyspnoea. 
The patient, although in great pain, lay quiet. 

I had no Eupatorium, but there was a swamp 
near the house, and I soon foun^ the plant From 
the juice pressed from a few leaves I prepared, widi 
water, the third attenuation, and directed it to be 
taken in drop doses, every three hours until 
marked improvement was observed. 

In about ten hours the fever was gone; the 
chill and fever never recurred, and next day the 
patient was free from pain. On the third day I 
found him convalescent 

In many cases of influenza, a review of the 
symptoms will show why Eupatorium proves, as it 
does, a speedy curative. 



RHUS TOXICODENDRON; 

OR, RHUS RADICANS. 

T hese two plants are now regarded by botan- 
ists as identical, differing only in their modes 
of growth. The former was proved by Hahne- 
mann; the latter by the late Dr. B. F. Joslin. I 
can perceive no essential differences in the symp- 
toms ascribed to them by provers. For ten years 
I have used them interchangeably in my practice, 
and have seen no differences in their effects. I 
shall therefore treat them as identical substances. 

This plant is a native of North America. It was 
known to the Indians as possessed of medicinal 
properties. Dufresnoy, a French army surgeon, pub- 
lished in 1788, “An account of its supposed virtues 
in the cure of cutaneous eruptions, and of nervous 
payal)reis,” He also, as well as the traveler Kalm, 
described its property of causing inflammatory swell- 
ing of the skid, followed by vesication, in persoi^ 
who 1ti6uch ffie leaves, and even in susceptible persons 
who are exposed to its exhalations at night 
« Indeed, it is well known that contact with tbtir 
lek«fw dr the Rhus' radicans or “poison vine** pro- 
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duces, not merely in the parts touched,' but also 
often in other parts of the body, as the neck and 
face, a swelling, with redness, cedema and vesica- 
tion, that bears a marvelous resemblance to 
vesicular erysipelas. This eruption is attended by 
constitutional symptoms which resemble those of 
erysip^as. It is well known, too, that in this form 
of vesicular erysipelas, homoeopathicians long ago 
found reason to look upon Rhus toxicodendron or 
radicans as their most valuable remedy. The 
striking confirmation of the homoeopathic law of 
cure which these facts afford, has caused some 
bitter opponents of homoeopathy actually to thrust 
Rhus out from the materia medica. We find Dr. 
Stills, after giving a very imperfect summary of 
the effects of Rhus and the opinions held respect- 
ing it, coolly remarking: “It, however, does not, 
really appear to deserve sufficient confidence as a 
medicine to entitle it to retain a place in the 
materia medica.” 

Very different are the judgment and method of 
Prof. Trousseau, who, though no advocate or friend 
of homoeopathy, is yet too wise and honest a man 
to refuse to learn from an opponent.. 

He relates an interesting proving of Rhus: 
“Dr. Savini applied two drops of the juice oi 
Rhus radicans to die first phalanx of his |>r^nger; 
he left It there only two minutes, and yet; at the , ■ 
end of an hour, it had produced two black spdts. 
Twenty-five days afterwaid; die fdlowing sylsif,'- . 
toms suddenly manifested themselves: gr^t 
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in the mouth and gullet; rapidly increasing swell- 
ing of the left cheek, of the upper lip and of the 
eyelids. The following night, swelling of the fore- 
arm, which had acquired double its normal volume; 
the skin was rough, the itching intolerable, the 
heat very great, etc. 

“ This singular action of Rhus radican^” con- 
tinues Trousseau, “upon the human economy, has 
induced the homoeopathists to use it in skin dis- 
eases ; but already before them, Dufresnoy, of 
Valenciennes, had published a pamphlet in which 
he extolled the virtues of this plant against cuta- 
neous diseases, and subsequently against paralysis. 

“ Since that time a number of essays on this 
subject have appeared in medical periodicals, and 
many respectable physicians have confirmed Dufres- 
noy’s experiments. , 

“We have ourselves,” continues Trousseau, 
“often used Rhus radicans for paralysis; but the 
experiments we have made in skin diseases are too 
few and too little conclusive to admit of our 
referring to them here. 

“The only forms of paralysis which we have 
seen treated by M. Bretonneau, of Tours, and 
which we have ourselves treated, are those of the 
lower extremities which succeeded a concussion of 
die i^inal marrow, or a lesion of that organ, which 
did not destroy its tissue. On this point we have 
ooUectied ftKits enough to place beyond a doubt die 
d^pradc efficacy of Rhus radicans.”* 

'tjiPiniilieaa et Pidoux, “Traitd de Thera^utique ct Matena Medica,” 
voL L, 787, 788. 
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We shall see that the symptoms clearly point 
to the use of Rhus in paralysis of the lower 
extremities. The powerful testimony of Trousseau 
is an indorsement of our law for the* selection of 
remedies. 

Our knowledge of the positive effects of Rhus 
toxicodendron upon the human organism is derived 
from tife proving by Hahnemann and his pupils, 
published in vol. ii. of the “Materia Medica Pura,” 
and from the proving of Rhus radicans conducted 
by the late Dr. Joslin, and published by him in the 
“ Philadelphia Journal of Homoeopathy,” and in 
“ Jahr’s New Manual”; also later in the “American 
Homoeopathic Review.” 

Hahnemann, in the introduction to his proving, 
remarks that a careful study of the symptoms will 
enable us to discover’ many characteristic peAiliar- 
ities of this remarkable and very precious drug, 
one of which (possessed by very few other drugs, 
and by none in so high a degree), he describes 
as follows : “ It excites the strongest symptoms 
when the body or the limb in question is in the 
greatest repose and is kept as free as possible from 
all motion.” 

He further remarks that “whoever has studied 
the symptoms of Bryonia will observe a great 
amilarity in them to the symptoms of li^iis toacK 
codendron, and at the same time a ^at contra- 
r^ty. Thus,^ for example, how remaikahle is ^ 
aggravation under Brycmia by nKMlon, and die 
amdioradon during repose, of the very same syii%> 
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toms which under Rhus are ameliorated by motion 
and aggravated by repose.” 

' Taking a general view of the action of. Rhus 
before we proceed to examine its special action 
upon each apparatus and organ of the body, we 
find : The sphere of action of Rhus to be exten- 
sive. Upon the system of nutrition it a^ as a 
depressent, retarding all the functions. Tl« secre- 
tion of the mucous membranes is altered and 
increased, as is shown by diarrhoea and by the sputa 
attending the cough as well as by secretions from 
other mucous membranes. The lymphatic glands 
are affected throughout the body, as, for example, 
the cervical, the inguinal and the mesenteric, which 
are all enlarged and inflamed. Emaciation is pro- 
duced. Perspiration is abundant and is sour. 

From the character of the fever symptoms which 
it produces, it would be reasonable to infer that 
Rhus affects the composition of the blood. 

But it acts quite as decidedly upon the system 
of animal life. The sensoriun> is depressed, and 
the capability of the mind for continuous thought is 
absolutely destroyed; thus a patient meaning to 
write die number 12 will write the figure i, but 
cannot recollect the figure z which should follow 
it, Like die typlius patient, who begins his sen- 
tence coherendy and intelligibly, but allows it to 
dwinefle away into an inarticulate murmur. 

Listlessness and horrible depression possess the 
mind This marks a more profound depression 
than drat produced by Bryonia, for the latter 
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results in fretful peevishness and irritability. Rhus 
has listlessness, a feeling of helplessness and pro- 
found despondency. A similar feeling pervades the 
whole* apparatus of voluntary motion, expressing 
itself in a sense of physical prostration, of inability 
to. move, of powerlessness, approaching paralysis. 
So great is tliis. that, on first attempting to move 
after J^'repose of some length of time, the limbs 
tremble, the joints are stiff, and there seems to be 
actual inability to move. This condition is more 
pronounced in the lower extremities ’ than in the 
upper. 

The special senses are dulled, but not perverted. 

The skin, as we shall see, is the theater on 
which are displayed some of the most powerful, 
characteristic and valuable properties of Rhus. 
Rhus, then, acts prominently on the mucous mem- 
branes, on the lymphatic glands, on the organs of 
animal life, and on the skin. To this list must be 
added the tissues which compose the joints. 

The sensations which are che^acteristic of Rhus 
are : • 

Soreness, as if beaten; this is felt in the mus- 
cles and in the neighborhood of- the joints. 

Heaviness and pressure ,* this is felt in the 
head and eyes and eyelids and in the limbs. 

Lassitude and languor and weight;, folt- in th^ 
extremities, especially the lower limbs. 

The Action of Rhus may be summed up as fol- 
lows: It prqduces a kind rheumatic affection 
the muscles and Ugamehts, alleviated by 
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paralysis aggravated by motion ; an apparent 
passive congestion of head, relieved by repose; a 
debility of the orgads of nutrition, marked by defi- 
cient and depraved appetite and by tympanitis; a 
serous infiltration of the cellular tissue in various 
parts, as face, fauces, genital organs, feet; a vesic- 
ular eruption generally ; an acrid state ^f the 
secretions generally, as tears, nasal mucus,^fastric 
mucus, intestinal mucus, urine, menstrual flow, 
contents of cutaneous vesicles; general depression 
of sensorium. 

We shall gather evidence of these generaliza- 
tions as we proceed. 

Periodicity is not marked in the symptoms of 
Rhus. 

Peculiarities. The great and characteristic 
peculiarity of the symptoms of Rhus is that, with 
few exceptions, they occur and are aggravated 
during repose and are ameliorated by motion. 

This statement, however, requires some degree 
of explanation. ^ addition to the symptoms of 
Rhus which resemble paralysis, there are also 
groups of symptoms resembling muscular and artic- 
ular rheumatism. These rheumatic symptoms come 
on with severity during repose and increase as 
l(mg as the patient keeps quiet, until they compel 
him to move Now, on first attempting to move, 
he finds himself very stiff, and the first movement 
h Oscoeedingty painful By continuing to move for 
A tktSe while, however, the stiflhess is relieved and 
the phns decidedly decrease the patient feeling 
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.much better. But this improvement does hot go 
on indefinitely. After moving continuously for. a 
longer or shorter period and finding comfort therein, 
the paralytic symptoms interpose their exhausting 
protest, and the patient is compelled from a sensa- 
tion of lassitude and powerlessness to suspend his 
movements and to come to repose. At first this 
repose after long-continued motion is grateful, since 
it relieves, not the aching and severe pains, but 
only the sense of prostration. Before long, the 
pains come on again during this repose and the 
patient is forced to move again as before 

.This will explain seeming contradictions in the 
symptoms of Rhus. 

The amount of it is that the pains of Rhus 
are aggravated by repose and relieved by motion. 
But the paralysis and languor of'Rhu^.like all 
such symptoms always, when real, are relieved by 
repose and aggravated by long-continued motion. 

SPECIAL ANALYSIS. 

The sensorium is affected as follows: There is 
vertigo, which occurs when standing and walking; 
but also when sitting and even comes on when lying 
down. In this pardcular it corresponds with die 
conditions of the rheumatic pains oC Rfaiis toxico- 
dendron. It is described as if sonnediing^ 
gcnng around in the head; one feels as if r 

as . though one would fall forward or badcwaidi: 
Ofli rising, in the morning, one hardly 
one's sdif This is not only from dizzine^ - 
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fnMn the paralytic condition and from die stiffness 
and lassitude which follow long repose. 

Excessive vertigo on lying down, with fear of 
dying. 

Memory is markedly impaired even for the 
most familiar facts. The thinking power almost 
suspended, with absence of mind. Head confused; 
he cannot ^rite nor remember what ‘it was he 
wished to write. 

Headache. Among the pains in the head, prop- 
erly so called, we notice first pressure, both in 
the temples and in the forehead and behind the 
orbits, where it feels sometimes like a wearisome 
pressure downward ; sometimes as if the eyes 
would be pressed outward ; sometimes as if the 
brain were pressed together from both sides. Also 
a radiating pressure in the temples, worse during 
repose; sometimes a burning pressure in the tem- 
poral bone. 

The sensation most closely allied to the above 
is heaviness, which is felt in thh way: that when 
the patient stoops it seems as though he could not 
rise again. There is a sensation as if a quantity 
of blood shot into the brain; as if a weight fell 
forward in the forehead and drew the head down- 
ward, or as if t^e head were being pressed asunder. 

Sometimes diere is a tearing in the head in 
evm^ part and direction ; or on awaking and open- 
ing the eyes a violent headache, as if the brain . 
were torn, worse on opening the eyes. , 

A ahi gMlar sensation characteristic of Rhus is 

to 



1 30 RHUS TOXICODENDRON. 

noted on shaking the head and when walking, 
when jarring the body, etc., namely, a sensation of 
swashing and jarring in the brain, and each step 
concusses the brain. China has a similar symptom. 
Externally the scalp is sore to the touch. There 
is itching on the scalp, face and lips, and the 
formation of a vesicular eruption. 

To recapitulate : The vertigo occur^ when stand- 
ing and walking ; is worse when lying dowrt, 
though there is a tottering when walking, with 
which, probably, the paralysis is connected. 

The pains in the head are pressure, heaviness, 
tearing and swashing. They affect chiefly the 
forehead, temples' and post-orbital regions, and, 
unlike tlie rheumatic pains, are generally worse on 
motion, although some are aggravated by repose. 

Fdce. The face may be pale aad sickly-look- 
ing, wjth the features distorted ; or red, and 
covered with sweat without thirst As regards the 
skin, there has been observed an erysipelatous 
redness of the face, swelling of the face and eye- 
lids, with burning pain or itching. On this surface,' 
after a few days, vesicles make their appearance, 
which discharge and leave a fine, mealy scale. 
This resembles so exactly the .vesicular erysipelas 
of the face that it is often mistaken .for it 

Eyes. In the eyes a burning pressing psdn; 
they itch and bite. The white of the eye is nedi- 
dened ; they lachrymate and are ^glutinated in the 
morning. The lids smart, as if excoriated the 
tears, or else they have a soisation of dryn^ 
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There is often a sensation of heaviness or of paral- 
ysis in the lids, so that they can hardly - be kept 
open. 

As regards the sense of vision, there seems to 
be something like a veil before the eyes, preventing 
distinct vision. 

Ears. Earache and a feeling as if some one 
were blowing into the ear. There is a whistlihg, 
a squealing noise heard, or a ringing when walk- 
ing, which changes to a loud resonance whei) 
lying down, as if the membrana tympani were 
burst 

Nose. Nose-bleeding, the blood being dark; 
it occurs at night; also when stooping and when 
clearing the throat A scabby eruption about the 
nares, with itching, burning pain. 

Cheeky and Ja'ws. A peculiar phenomenon is 
noteworthy: A cramp-like pain in the maxillary 
joint as if beaten, as if it would break, and on 
each motion of the jaw it cracks and snaps audi- 
bly. There is a constant desire to yawn, until it 
•seeps as though the jaw would break. (This cor- 
responds with, and is analogous to, the stretching 
and twisting so characteristic of Rhus.) 

The tootibache of Rhus is a jerking pain ex- 
tending into the head. It is relieved by applying 
the told, .hand, ^he gums burn and are sore. 
The mre loose. . , 

(n Hihe moudi a sensation of dryness, which 

all the patient may drink. 

1^^ swelling, with 
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aching pain when speaking, and independendy, but 
attended' by sticking on attempting to swallow. 
There are also sticking pams when swallowing 
saliva or food, sensations of soreness in the muscles 
of the root of the tongue and when yawning; 
pressure on empty swaillowyig. 

The action of Rhus on the digestive organs is 
not very characteristic. It produces a bitter, sour 
or coppery taste, a total loss of appetite, a sensa- 
tion as if the stomach were always full ; nothing 
tastes good. Or, on the other hand, a kind of 
canine hunger, along with which there is a soapy, 
slimy condition of the mouth ; everything tastes 
like straw, and there is an immediate feeling of 
fullness. Frequent eructations ; occasional nausea, 
relieved by lying down and by eating; sometimes 
nauseS and retching at night; pressure in the epi- 
gastrium, as if swollen ; throbbing, cutting, pinching 
pains in the abdomen ; great accumulation of flatus 
in the abdomen, with great distention. 

S/00/. As regards the stool, we notice ; Con- 
stant tenesmus, with nausea, tearing and pinching* 
in the intestines ; . the stool is scanty, consisting of 
mucus, or a watery, jelly-like substance, y^lpw cbc 
streaked with white, frothy, and often mixed with 
blood. Before stool a burning In tho rectum, 
After stool all pains are relieved. ||ching,' ^ujd 
burning in the rectum, wift smarting^' bHiid 
orriioids. 

The urine is darit, , soon beeves , turbid^ 
a wfiSte sediment (probably urate of atiw 
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is evacuated frequently with stidcing pain in the 
Idadder. 

With regard to the genital organs we find, as 
in various other distensible parts of the body, the 
characteristic effects of Rhus, viz. : Swelling, pro- 
duced by serous infiltration of the cellular tissue, 
redness of the cutis, followed by vesicular eruption, 
which forms a light scab or small white scabs. 
The moisture exuded is limpid and acrid. More* 
over, the natural secretions are acrid. Hence the 
menstrual flow which Rhus makes to appear eai;lier 
and more copiously than is normal, is acrid. 

Respiratory Organs. Sneezing ; free nasal secre- 
tion. . 

Hoarseness. 

Respiration impeded. Cough, dry, hagking, 
worse evening and before midnight, or in the 
morning after waking. 

Sensation of heat in the chest and of weakness 
there, hindering speech. Stitching pain here and 
there. 

It .cannot fail to be remarked how much less 
action on the respiratory organs Rhus has than 
Bryonia*' 

Sometimes viplent palpitation, sometimes weak- 
ness in the cardiac region and a feeling of trem- 
blmg in the heart 

Pftok and Back. In the region of the neck 
»id Wk we find stiffness of the nape and entire 
neds^ writii tensive pain and crying out on mo^g. 
The region is stiff when he moves, but 
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pains when sitting, as If he had been stooping 
and bending the back too much. Stitching and 
pressing pains. 

In the extremities we have, most frequently, 
sticking pains. They may occur in all parts. Also 
tearing pains, aggravated by hard labor. When 
felt of, the bones feel sore. The salient osseous 
processes, condyles, olecranon, etc., are sore to 
pressure. 

Drawing pains are frequent They go from the 
elbow to the hand. In Dr. Joslin’s proving of 
Rhus radicans a pain is described as following the 
ulnar nerve. I have twice met this in patients 
and relieved it permanently with a dose of Rhus 
radicans. Tensive pain ; aching and pains as if 
luxated are common under Rhus. They affect all 
parts of the extremities and all the joints. 

Besides the above pains and sensations there is 
a feeling of creeping, formication and numbness as 
if the fingers were asleep. This is allied to the 
paralysis. 

Also a sensation of great weakness in the 
limbs; a trembling of the arms and fingefs on 
moderate exertion; a heaviness and lassitude of the 
lower extremities so that one can*hardly move. 

There is painless swelling of the feet at even- 
ing, evidently oedematous. ■ * 

Also swelling and jpain of the axillary gla^^ds. 

SUep. There is great sleepiness during the 
dayi^ and also eaiiy jn die morning, vrith indispio^^]: 
tioh to rise, mid dress. Constant d^site to" ^ . 
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down. Incessant yawning, spasmodic, fatiguing, 
and almost breaking the jaw. Yet the patient can’t 
get asleep before midnight, partly from sheer wake- 
fulness, partly from heat and restlessness or anxiety; 
tumultuous coursing of the blood, without thirst 

On going to s’eep, shuddering r.nd twitching in 
the body. The sleep is restless with tossing and 
unpleasant thoughts and dreams about the business 
of the day or of things recently done or heard. 
The gastric symptoms are apt to be felt or to be 
worse at night 

Fever. The proving of Rhus is rich in fever 
symptoms. The cold fresh air is not tolerated; 
it seems to make the skin painful. (This symp- 
tom Is of inestimable value in treating rheumatic 
patients.) 

The chill occurs early in the morning. It is 
characteristic of the chill that it is accompanied by 
cough, dry and fatiguing. I have often cured 
intermittent with Rhus, guided by this symptom 
alone. More frequently the paroxysm is mixed up. ' 
External chill with internal heat, without thirst, 
follotlred by general sweat The sweat often appears 
on the whole body, except the head and face. In 
this respect the, opposite of Silicea. 

As regards the disposition, it is depressed and 
despondent averse to all exertion, full of sad anx- 
iet^and care-taking, depressed, lonesome and prone 
to weep; anxiety is so great he thinks he shall" 
die or lose his mind ; .the forces sink ; he gets fits 
of trembling; then comes restlessness: the patient 
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can’t sit still but must always keep moving; becomes 
fearful, thinks he has been poisoned; the anxiety 
goes to such an extent that he feels as though 
he should take his own life.; at the same time a 
sense of dyspnoea and yet relief from deep inspi> 
rations. 

A better picture than this of the mental and 

moral condition which ushers in one form of 

* 

typhoid or nervous fever ^ — die erethistic as distin- 
guished from the torpid form — could hardly be 
conceived. 

We come now to the practical applications of 
Rhus, in which department, for lack of space, we 
shall restrict ourselves to its application in fevers, 
in rheumatism, in paralysis, and in cutaneous dis- 
eases, including the ..exanthemata and glandular 
affections. 

■f 

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS. . 

In fevers Rhus has had a most successful and 
.extensive application. As the symptoms indicate 
the forms of fever which require it can only be 
what used to be called the nervous fevers, and^^are 
now known as typhoid or typhus. 

Comparing it with Bryonia and Eupatorium. 
we miss at once the whole train ol' gastro-hqpadc 
symptoms, the vomiting of bile, soreness and .pain 
at the pit of the stomach, constriction ait>un<fl the.> 
epigastric zone, fullness and tendemd^ of fhe/ 
hepatic region, etc., which indicate those r em e < ^^' 
in bilious rmittent fdvers. On the oth^^ handii^; 
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find Rhus producing some degree of tenderness 
of the abdomen, great flatulent distention of the 
abdomen, amounting to tympanitis, — occasional 
watery or mucous diarrhoea, — symptoms which, 
though not so strongly pronounced as similar 
symptoms are under Phosphoric acid, yet decidedly 
resembl^the symptoms of typhoid fever, or, as the 
Germans call it, abdominal typhus, and indicate the 

use of Rhus in that disease. 

* 

With this indication, the depressed and collapsed 
sensorium, the absent-mindedness, the inability to 
think of what one wishes to do or say, to remem- 
ber even familiar circumstances, the depression of 
spirits, the lassitude and actual muscular feebleness, 
exactly coincide. So do the restless nights and 
sleepy days, the mixed-up fever and the partial 
sweats which give no relief. 

Hahnemann, in writing of the epidemic of 1813, 
gave the following directions for selecting Rhus: 
“This fever has two principal stages: In the first 
period (which is all the shorter, the worse the 
disease is to be) there are present, full increased 
sensation of the pains usually present, with intoler- 
ably bad humor, sensation of heat in the body and 
especially in the head, dry feeling or actual dryness 
in the mouth, causing constant thirst, bruised feel- 
ing m the limbs, restlessness, etc.} but in the 
secontl penod, that of delirium (a quasi metastasis 
of ftie whole disease upon the mental organs), no , 
complaint is made of all those symptoms, the 
patient is ho<^ does not desire to drink, ha knows 
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not whether to take this or that, he does not kndw 
those about him, or he abuses them; he makes 
irrelevant answers, talks nonsense widi his eyes 
open : does foolish things, wishes to run away, 
cries aloud or whines, without being able to say 
why he does so; has a ratjding in the tl^oat, the 
countenance is distorted,- the eyes squinting; he 
plays with his han||s, behaves like a madman, 
passes faeces and urine involuntarily, etc., . 

“ In the first period of pain and consciousness, 
two remedies are of use and generally quite 
remove the disease at its commencement, — Bryonia 
alba and Rhus toxicodendron. If, for instance, 
the patient complain of dizziness, shooting pains in 
the head, throat, chest, abdomen, etc., which are 
felt particularly on moving the part; in addition to 
the other symptoms, the haemorrhages, the vomit- 
ing, the heat, the thirst, the nocturnal restlessness, 
etc., we give him a dose of Bryonia, and give 
no other medicine, nor even repeat the same as 
long as he continues to improve. 

“ If now,” he proceeds, — “ if now, the amendment 
produced by the Bryonia goes off in the course of 
a few days ; if the patient then complains of shoot- 
ing pains in one or other part of-' the body while - 
the part is at rest; if the prostration and rniorexla 
are greater; if there is harassing cough, or mich a 
debility of certain parts as to threaten : paraly§is, are 
give a single drop of the Rhus toxicodendron. , , 

“Or the Rhus may be given at the very cofsa- 
mencement, if the symptoms T have - desddih^ 
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occur at the commencement of the attack. * * * 
Indeed, Rhus is suitable more frequently than Bry- 
onia in this disease, and hence can more frequently 
be used first and alone in treating it.” 

Observe, first, the clear and sharp distinction 
which ^ahnemann draws between the indications 
for Bryonia and Rhus respectively ; how carefully 
he advises us to give each jemedy only when the 
symptom^ which specially call for it are present in 
the case; and how different these symptoms are! 
Could you gather from this statement that Hahne- 
mann advises the giving of Rhus and Bryonia, in 
alternation, in typhoid fever? It would seem to 
me impossible. And yet the majority of homoeop- 
athicians will tell you, and the majority of works 
on practice will teach you, that the standard pre- 
scription in typhoid fever is " Bryonia and Rhus in 
alternation,” and that this was recommended and 
used by Hahnemann! There is no better founda- 
tion for alternation in any case than there is for 
this assertion. 

Dr. Wurmb, in his “ Clinical Studies of Typhoid 
Fever,” has given us some exceedingly valuable 
summaries of the action of Rhus and its cognate 
remedies, <so« valuable that I cannot do better than 
to quote freely from his work. Speaking generally 
of tbe therapeutics of fevers, he says: 

‘*In typhoid epidemics, inasmuch as the cases 
present at givpn times and in given localities, aparf 
fit>m tdl'ii^Mxial peculiarities of individual cases, a 
dettkiminaiie and distinct general character,* and are 
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thereby clearly distinguishable from ’those whkji 
occur at other periods and in ’^ther localities, we 
must regard it as our first problem , to get an accu- 
rate knowledge of the character of the prevailing 
epidemic. * . • * *’ • * 

“When we have done this, the second problem 
remains for solution,’ viz. The. discovery of the 
group of remedies which most closely corre- 
sponds in the similarity of their effect? upon the 
healthy to the character of the epidemic. If we 
succeed in this, then is the most difficult part of 
our labor done; for the number of remedies con- 
tained in this group cannot be very large, and it 
cannot consequently be very difficult to select from 
it the most suitable remedy, that is to say, the 
remedy of which the individual peculiarities coin- 
cide most nearly with those of the case to be 
treated.” 

Acting upon this rule Dr. Wurmb has described 
the .peculiarities of several groups of drugs and 
pointed out their adaptations to different forms of 
typhoid fever. The first of thes6 groups consists 
of Rhus toxicodendron and ^Phosphoric acid, the 
similarities and peculiar differences of which are 
finely depicted by him. He remarks first that the 
cases of fever in which these drugs are required 
and were used by him, are not vefy grave and . 
severe forms, — the epidemic 'could hot be called a 
malignant qne. “The disturbances in the vaschfec. 
and nervous systems, though oftem tolerably severe^ ' 
were never excessive, and the lendesK^ 't». deeoihl: 
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position of the organic substance, aldiough it existed 
and was developed, was not very striking. The 
appropriate remedies^ consequently, were such as, 
in large doses, in healthy subjects, act powerfully, 
it is true, on the life of blood and nerve ; pervert 
the latter, but do not completely suspend it; cause 
disturbalices in the vital chemistry but do not 
entirely supersede it ! ” 

Rhus toxicodendron and Phosphoric acid, being 
drugs which act in an equal degree upon both the 
vital force and the organic substance, and which 
act powerfully but not destructively, were suitable 
to* an epidemic of this character. 

Now, the distinction between these two drugs 
may in a word be stated as follows : Rhus is char- 
acterized by symptoms of erethism, excitement, 
orgasm ; Phosphoric acid by symptoms of torpor, 
collapse, sluggishness. This is the proposition 
which, in so far as Rhus is concerned, we proceed 
to elaborate in the words of Dr. Wurmb. 

“ Indications for Rhus. The’ patients are gene- 
rally strongly built persons who have hitherto been 
healthy; the typhoid for the most part comes on sud- 
denly, runs a rapid course, and reaches in the course 
of a few days a high degree of development. At 
the same time with the disturbances in the vascular 

a 

system, diere is felt a strong sensation of illness, 
whi^ advances at a more rapid rate than the other 
symptoms do ; for example, the actual debility is not , 
so |;i«at as the sensatbn of debility, insomuch as 
r^d and forcible motions are still capable 
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of being made. ■ (N. B. — During convalescence, thfe 
contrary condition obtains; the patients take them- 
selves to be stronger than they really are.) 

“ Soon, however, the forces fail ; movements 
become difficult and feeble and the patients are 
constrained to lie quietly in bed, in one* place. 
They complain of aching in the limbs and; some- 
times, of violent pain in some joint or other, as 
in rheumatism. 

“These disturbances in the general condition 
do not long continue alone; there are soon asso- 
ciated with them irregularities in the vascular sys- 
tem, viz. : in the beginning, gentle, fugitive chtlls 
and heat, but especially heat of the head; at a 
later period the heat predominates, and at last it 
becomes continuous and is very violent; there is 
tendency to rush of blood to the head ; roaring 
pains in the head ; the temperature is elevated ; the 
lace is burning hot to the touch; the eyes shine 
and are moderately injected ; the cheeks, lips and 
tongue are of a deep red color; the thirst is very 
great; the pulse 1 10-112 in a minute. Even at 
the very beginning of the vascular excitement 
haemorrhages occur, especially from the nose, and 
in women, from the genitals. The former almost 
always afford relief, the latter, which are generally 
mistaken for tlie menstrual ilow, last );>ut a few 
honrs, or, at the most a day, and produce 1^ 
chahge in the condition of the patient 

“The^ symptoms of a change in the compo^., 
tion of the blood (of a sort of decduipgsitidi^- 
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being the first evidence of action upon the organic 
substance) appear in a moderate degree only and 
somewhat later. There appear upon the skin small 
ecchymoses; the expectoration has a bloody tinge; 
the stools rarely contain blood. 

“The nervous functions are always powerfully 
affected; they are oppressed • and restricted. The 
organs of sense are, in the beginning, in a condi- 
tion of over-excitability. There is a great sensi- 
bility to light, noise, etc. 

“ At a later period the opposite condition 
obtains; the patients become insensible to external 
influences, complain of nothing whatever, and lie 
in a condition of atony. 

“The sensorium is oppressed and ratiocination 
is difficult even in the very beginning of the dis- 
ease. The patients are aware of this fact, but 
endeavor to prevent its being observed ; and to 
this end, when a question is put to them, they 
evidently gather thfemselves up and reply hastily, 
but correctly ; at a later, period,* when their imag- 
ination has become too lively, they cannot quite 
succeed in this, and hence their answers are in 
part correct and in part incoherent; finally the inco- 
herence increases ; the patients murmur and keep 
talking to themselves, or they are disquieted by 
very lively phstntasies of the most various sorts, 
especially at night. Sleep for the most part fails 
entindy; or when for a moment it visits the patient,,. 

Contes in its train a host of disquieting and 
facftltadisoiiie dreams. # * • * * 
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“ The abnormal condition of the vascular system 
is distinctly reflected upon the exterhal skin. This 
is at first reddened, dry and hot; spots appear, 
resembling rubeola or measles, ,upon the thorax 
and abdomen; if the vascular excitement has sub- 
sided, copious sweats occur and along with them, 
almost always, a miliary eruption. 

“The mucous membranes are. always involvec’. 
The tongue is more or less coated, becomes 
rough, dry, cracked and woody; the lips and teeth 
are sometimes covered with brow‘n sorde? ; the 
taste is gone. The condition of the gastric and 
intestinal mucous membrane is, such as to produce 
want of appetite; aversion to food; nausea, retch- 
ing, vomiting. Gases are developed in the intesti- 
nal canal, which distend tlie abdomen. The 
abdomen becomes sensitive to^ external pressure 
under the margins of the left fibs and in the right 
iliac region. The stools are at first scanty and 
infrequent, indeed there may be none /or several 
days; generally, however, they soon become fluid, 
and occur three or four times dmly without tenes- 
mus or other discomforts [' and at a later period, 
when they are still more fi^uent,* they pass invol- 
untarily. They consist of serum and of a greenish- 
brown substance, which, at a. later period of the 
disease, is mixed with white 1foc<tuli - 

“Resulting from the si^ection- of the mucous 
membrane of the air passages, there is a sensation 
of dryness in the trachea ; die some>yhai^ acederated 
respiration is, at first, somewhat loudefK’^atper, 
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expiration audible; at a later period, mucous riles 
set in, ^r large crepitation. The cough, which at 
first is moderate and diy, becomes gradually more 
violent and looser in sound, but accompanied by 
only a very little tenacious sputa, now and tlien 
streaked with blood. 

parenchyma of the lungs is congested 
with blood, especially in the lower lobes, and 
pneumonic infiltrations often form there, which 
explain the following symptoms, not ’infrequent in 
typhoid ; Constriction of the chest ; short, anxious 
respiration; sticking pains in the sides, etc. The 
spleen is almost always enlarged. The urine is 
scanty ; it is deficient in chloride of sodium and in 
urea; rich in sulphates, phosphates and other salts 
which are always abundant in diseases which are 
characterized by a tendency to decomposition of 
the blood. The urine,' moreover, is turbid, looks 
like whey, deposits an abundant white sediment, 
and shows, *by th'e* albuihen which it contains, the 
hyperacmic condition of the kidneys. • * * 

The condition above described may last many 
days. The patient may pass from it into a state 
of health, or into a still higher grade of erethism, 
or into the opposite condidon of torpor. * * 

“In the former case, vis., that of a return to 
health, .the fettffte ipaovements slacken ; sleep again 
visits the patient the sensorial phenomena become 
less abootmai: the patient gets his appetite again, 
ccmipailijjates hims^f on his fine condition ; the 
<lianln9S«’4n^>tyinp^ may last a few days longer 
11 
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dian the other symptoms, but they then vani^ 
and there remain only a moderate degree of weak> 
ness and emaciation, and paleness of the ^in, 

“ In the event, however, of the development of 
the disease to a still higher grade of erethism, we 
have not generally long to wait. In diis case it 
is probable that Arsenicum will be our remedy.” 

For Arsenicum, as we shall see by and by, 
affects both ' the vascular and nervous life on the 
one hand, and the blood composition on the other 
hand; it acts, with almost equal energy, on the 
vital forces and on the organic substance. It is, 
hence, appropriate for such a form of fever as that 
described as requiring Rhus. But Arsenicum acts 
with greater energy, with a wider swing and deeper 
penetration than Rhus. It perverts more thoroughly, 
excites more profoundly the vital functions ; it alters 
more extensively and more completely the blood 
and the organic substance than* Rhus does. It is, 
therefore, appropriate for more malignant epidenucs 
of fever, for more severe cases of the same form 
of fever than Rhus. 

Thus, as regards the erethistic form of t3rphoki 
fever, a group is formed consisting of Rhus and 
Arsenic, which, instead of being contrasted as Rbus 
and Phosphoric acid were, 'are analogous Slid ddlfoii ^ 
They stand related to each otho* as and gfdytef; 
Rhus being the less and Arsenic tile greater. 

But if the fever change ftttfn the eretinstie iiMpai } 
the torpid fo^ ti^ Phosp^ifo add wIS 
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be required as the correlative of Rhus; or if the 
torpor be extreme, Carbo vegetabilis may be 
required, as die correlative of Arsenic. 

To show, now, the applicability of Rhus toxico- 
dendron to the form of fever which has been 
described, Wurmb. proceeds to say: 

“If we hold up beside this picture of the 
disease, the picture of the action of Rhus toxico- 
dendron, so striking is the similarity that it will 
not be easy to mistake it They agree not alone 
in this, that in both, the same symptoms and 
groups of symptoms appear, but also that they 
have in both the same significance. The similarity 
is therefore not simply apparent, it is real. For, 
as in typhus, the blood-life is especially afiected, 
the same is the case in the Rhus disease. As in 
typhus, by reason of the changes in the blood, a 
violent excitement occurs in the vascular system, 
the same is die case with Rhus; as in typhus, the 
sensorial ifonctions are depressed, and in conse- 
quence of this depression the imagination is 
unchained and set loose to work its fiincy, and the 
representations of the general perceptive faculty no 
longer correspond to the phenomena upon which 
this faculty is exercised; as in typhus, the mucous 
monbraaes, especially those of the intestinal canal, 
in lyhidi deposits and iiritations never fail, are 
espectally involved; in short, just as typhus, in 
spke of the erethism which is present, is an> 
ndynatidcv morbid process, in the exact sense of 
the tends to produce, even in the begin- 
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ning, a decomposition of the blood and an exhaustion 
of the vital force; the very same is true in all 
these respects of the morbid affection' produced in 
the healthy subject by Rhus toxicodendron. 

Having thus treated very fully the subject of 
Rhus in fevers, I should, perhaps, in Strict defer- 
ence to the unity of subject, proceed to treat of 
Rhus in relation to other diseased conditions. But 
lectures of this kind are worth nothing if they are 
not practical. I cannot hope, in the short time 
accorded me, to treat of all the drugs in the 
materia medica, nor to treat fully of many, if 

indeed of any. The most I can hope for is tp 

show you how to study drugs in a practical way, 
and how to reason upon and to apply the knowl- 
edge gained by study and observation. Now, the 

essence of the study of the materia medica is 

comparison, — the comparative study of one drug 
beside another drug, with a view of noting their 
resemblances and differences ; the succtSssive study 
of each drug of a group, in comparison with the 
picture of some disease to which you suppose the 
group, or some member of it, to be applicable as 
a remedy. 

We have studied in detail a certain form of 
typhoid fever, and I have stated that the remedies 
most similar to that form and degree of intensi^ 
are Rhus toxicodendron and PhospHbric acid. I 
have stated the special similarity of Rhus, but die 
practical question for you is to know also what 
cases require Phosphoric add, that you may be IH 
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a position when you meet this form of fever to 
discriminate between the indications for these two 
remedies respectively, and may be able to give 
each in just the case which requires it 

I shall help you then, I think, if now, while 
the subject is fresh in your minds, I introduce into 
my lecture on Rhus an episode upon Phosphoric 
acid,— -the correlative of Rhus toxicodendron, — and 
ip this, as before, I shall follow my excellent friend 
and teacher, Dr.-Wurmb. 

Indications for Phosphoric acid in typhoid: 

“The morbid condition corresponding to Phos- 
phoric acid agrees in essential points with that 
which requires Rhus. In both we find the same 
relations to the blood and nerve life; the same 
tendency to decomposition of the blood and to a 
waste of the forces ; the same changes in the 
mucous membranes generally, but especially in that 
of the intestinal canal, etc." 

The difference between them consists in this, 

» 

that in the Rhus affection there is more prominent 
an erethism of one portion of the vital phenomena 
and^a depression of another portion, a one-sided 
excitement and a one-sided depression, whereas in 
the Phosphoric acid affection there is a general 
and simultaneous depression, letting down, atony 
of the entire series of vital phenomena. Whereas 
m thi Rhus Sffection, we see excitement and over- 
dcthrity in the functions of vegetable life, and 
shnuhii^meous digression in the functions of animal 
life; in the Phos{du»ic acid affection simul- 
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taneous and immediate depression in the functions 
of both of these departments of the patient’s orgfaa- 
ism. Generally this depression appears in the v&ry 
beginning of the sickness, though not always, for 
sometimes pm’tial phenomena of excitement usher 
in the disease; these, however, are of short dura^ 
tion and very moderate intensity; and after their 
disappearance the torpid character of the attack is 
all the more distinctly perceptible. 

Cases of this kind are most frequently observed 
in debilitated subjects who have passed the prime 
of life ; they require a longer time for their devel- 
opment into a distinct form of disease. Thus, for 
example, there are often noticed loss of appetite, 
feeling of illness, and a host of other preliminary 
symptoms which indicate an impending illness but 
give no clue to its particular form and character,— 
these, for weeks together, before the peculiar and 
really important symptoms set in which* assure the 
diagnosis. When these latter have at last made 
their appearance we observe the following: 

The sensations of illness and prostration reach 
speedily a very high grade, and passu Vith 
these sensations goes an actual want of power, 
hence the patients even in the very beg^ning of 
the malady are content to lie quiet, because every 
movement is a heavy tax upon them. ' The dis- 
turbances in the vascular system dkf not advance 
in the same ratio, but lag b^und; the puke Is 
often accelerated, it is true^ though sonu^mes it is 
not, and in the former case it b generally feeble 
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aod small. The temperature is but seldom ele> 
vated ; indeed it sometimes sinks below the normal 
grade. If it is increased the increase is confined 
to isolated parts of the body, especially the head, 
while other parts, the extremities in particular, are 
cold to the touch ; the patients hence are pale, or 
have only sometimes a flush of redness. Haemor- 
rhages, ^ for example from the nose, are much 
more frequent, but they afford no relief; nay, they 
commonly aggravate the condition of the patient 
Ecchymoses are likewise common occurrences, and 
these are particularly apt to occur on the spots on 
which the patients lie, — livid spots, which at a later 
period become sloughing bed-sores. 

The patients, for the most part lie in a con- 
stant slumber* which is apt to pass into a higher 
grade of stupor ; the expression of face is stupid ; 
the sensorium is oppressed, the delirium, if it exist 
is never lively or active; it takes only the form of 
an unintelligible murmuring. If the patient be 
aroused from this stupor it take’s him a long time 
to come to his senses, he looks around him in a 
kind of dull, stupid wonder, answers slowly, even 
though it be correctly, and soon sinks back again 
into his former apathetic condition. 

The ^>ecial senses become dull, but especially 
the sense 0 ^ hearing. The padents are influenced 
and ^Bfected by nothing. They complain of noth- 
ing but weakness and confusion of the head. < 

'1^ soon loses its plumpness, takes on a 
iduivtded aspect and is loose and Vrinkled ; the 
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cheeks become sunken ; the nose pointed ; the skin 
is constantly clammy, moist, and even often covered 
with a. copious sweat and with countless miliary 
vesicles. 

The affection of the mucous membrane is evi- 
denced chiefly by increased secretions; the tongue 
is moist but pale. 

In the thorax are heard large' 'crepitation and 
rhonchus. Cough is 'rare, because the need to 
expel the mucus is not felt by the patient. A sim- 
ilar condition obtains in the mucous membrane of 
the stomach and intestines ; the stools are copious, 
often involuntary and passed unconsciously. They 
are very liquid, contain but little sediment and 
show sometimes traces of blood. 

The pneumonic infiltration is not rare, but it is 
by no means so frequent as the hypostatic conges- 
tion. 

Enlargement of the spleen never fails ; the 
diarrhoea, even when it is ever so copious, has no 
influence upon this symptom. 

The urine contains many protein compounds, 
much albumen, but few salts. 

This state of things may pass off into health or 
may merge in a still higher grade of torpor. If 
the former change takes place, the recovery is ai 
slow one and relapses commonly take place even 
when the improvement has< been for some time ii) 
process. 

If however, the latter change takes place, and die 
state of thin^ above desoi^d 'gives |daoe to 
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still more complete and absolute torpor, then it is 
probable that Carbo vegetabilis will be the remedy 
indicated. ‘ For, just as we have seen that in the 
erethistic form of typhoid fever, Rhus and Arsenic 
bear to each other the relation of less and greater, 
so in the torpW form of the disease do Phosphoric 
acid and Carbo vegetabilis bear to each other the 
same relation of less and greater. And the proving 
of Carbo vegetabilis, I may here remark, is the very 
type and representative of an asthenic and torpid 
pathogenesis. 

These remarks will suffice to give an idea of 
the application of- Rhus in fevers. They have 
included no name except that of typhoid fever — 
but surely, I need not at this hour remind you 
that, no matter how different may be the names 
that are applied to morbid conditions, if the condi-' 
tions be similar the remedy may be the same. 
Now, it often happens that in the course of the 
exanthematous fevers, measles and scarlatina, a 
similar train of symptoms to those already described 
makes its appearance and calls for Rhus. Espe- 
cially is this the case in scarlatina, a disease in 
which the value of Rhus is not well understood by 
the profession. It will be more ably expounded 
than I can do it by Dr. Wells in some of the 
fertincmnittg numbers of the “ American Homoe- 
opathic jReview.*' 

. The indication for Rhus in scarlatina is still 
strong^ in addition to symptoms already de- 
tailo4 \fe an oedematous condition of the 
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fauces, soft palate and uvula, with vesicles upon 
these parts and a singularly annoying itching, 
smarting and burning. Independently of scarlatina, 
epidemics of influenza often occur presenting this 
oedematous condition of the soft parts of the fauces 
and pharynx, and even threatening o^ema glottidis. 
The curtain of the palate is puffed and pink; the 
uvula is elongated, puffed, translucent, and the end 
is often nearly spherical, looking like a great drop 
of fluid or jelly just ready to fall off. Vesicles stud 
the pharynx. The rawness and roughness of 
phar^mx and larynx arc almost intolerable. Such 
an influenza is generally attended by symptoms of 
great debility ; in any case, it finds a suitable and 
prompt remedy in Rhus, as I have often expe* 
rienced. 

In paralysis, especially of the lower extremities, 
Rhus is an important remedy. But the psuralysis 
for which it is appropriate is not that form which 
results from a lesion of the spinal cord. It is 
rather of the motor than of the sensitive nerves; 
for I*believe sensation is not much impaired. In 
the form known as - rheumatic paralysis, where 
the paralysis supervenes upon rheumatism, Rhus 
is especially called for. So, likewise, as would be 
expected, in cases resulting from undue exposure to 
cold and dampness, especially exposure of the haditk 
or limbs. 

This explains the value of 'Rhus in a form of 
paralysis not rare in very ycamg children. It 
afKK:ts only tl}e lower extremities, and tpmes, I am 
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persuaded, diough it is difficult to trace these 
things, from nurses allowing children to sit down 
(Ml cold stone steps. If these paralyses last long 
they produce deformity by arrest of development 
They ar^ in general, easily cured with .Rhus and 
an occasional dose of Sulphur. 

As regards the application of Rhus in rheuma- 
tism, I believe enough has been said ^of die 
characteristic action of Rhus to solve all doubts on 
this subject Just as Rhus produces in the mucous 
membranes an inflammation which is not phleg- 
monous only inasmuch as it does not go on to 
suppuration, so does it act on the serous membranes 
of the joints and muscles. The serous secretions 
are increased and oedematous swellings are produced. 
The local manifestations, therefore, resemble diose 
of rheumatism. 

The fever has been described. The general 
condition must be of an erethistic typhoid charac- 
ter. The joints are swollen, cedematous, the pains 
worse during repose and -stimulatihg the patient to 
constant exertion and motion of the part, both day 
and night (restlessness ohly at night requires Caus- 
dcum). 

•The condyles and salient points of bone are 
sore. The pains and soreness are relieved by 
«vamdi. Perspiradon is copious and does not 
‘ relieve. 

The j^n is the part most obviously aflected by 
Phus, It produces a most remarkable imitation of 
vestcu^ar erysipelas* and b our most valued remedy 
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in this affection. Any one who has seen a case of 
Rhus-poisoning (for which, by the way, the best 
remedy is Sepia) will recognize the similarity to 
eczema, for which, in its various forms, Rhu'f is a 
ihost valuable remedy. But its grand r61e is in 
the treatment of the pustular form, — impetigo ecze- 
matodes or eczema impetiginodes, or baker’s itch, 
as it is called. 



COLCHICUM. 

H aving now studied the properties and uses 
of Bryonia, Aconite , and Rhus, remedies 
which, in addition to their applicability in fevers 
and various other affections, are eminently adapted 
to the treatment of the general class of maladies 
grouped un.der the name of rheumatism, it seems 
to me most fitting to study now certain other drugs 
which are eminently anti-rheumatics, before pro- 
ceeding to other groups of which the characteristic 
symptoms indicate a different variety of action upon 
different organs and tissues. .These drugs are 
Colehicum, Ledum, Rhododendron, Kalmia, and 
Spigelia. 

The autumn crocus, or meadow-saffron, is a 
beautifiil flower, found in most parts of temperate 
Europe, and especially abundant and beautiful near 
die site of the ancient Alba Longa, not far from 
Rome. ’Hie parts used are the root and the 
seed^ and rarious opinions have been expressed^ 
by dif^ien^ authc^s respecting the relative activity 
^ plant The majority of 

; by homdeopadiists were made 
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with a tincture of the freshly gathered root Col- 
chicum was well known to the ancients, as indeed 
its name implies* (from the island Colchos, whCTe 
it abounded), and very little has been added, even 
fn our day, to the knowledge which the ancients 
possessed of its properties ' and uses. It was de- 
scribed by them as a violent emeto-cathartic, and 
on that account a dangerous remedy; as, however, 
a specific remedy for gout and rheumatism, in 
which it gave magical relief. They considered its 
frequent and continued use in gout to be injurious, 
because of its action on the stomach and bowels, 
and Alekander of Tralles, in the fifth century, 
says that although it does speedily relieve the 
pain and soreness of an attack of gout, it never- 
theless favors the frequent recurrence of these 
attacks, — an opinion which is repeated by Mr. 
Barwell, the most recent authority on “Diseases 
of the Joints.” (London, i860.) 

In general, the^ effects ascribed to Colchicum 
are the following: in large doses it produces loss 
of muscular power, slow breathing, and slow and 
feeble pulse. The sensorium is but litde distusbed. 

Upon the digestive' organs it acts with great 
energy, increasing and altering die seoredon fioni, 
smne or all of their mucous surfeces. Somedmes 
profuse salivation results. More feequenliy, proficsa 
secretion of urine. But most frequ«iily of alt 
nausea, eructations and copknis vmttttiagf of mhcm 
and bile with frequ^t and s^uadant evhctiA 

attons, consisting of wa^ry miaitters wtt%v 
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skinny flocculi, ‘or of yellowish and bloody matter. 
There is much tenesmus. The flatulent distention 
of the abdomen is sometimes enormous ; when 
this is the case the stools are not so frequent nor 
so <x>pious. Perfect loathing of food, — a symptofli 
which led Dr. Hawley to give Colchicum success- 
fully in an intermittent 

This action upon the intestines is observed 
not merely when the Colchicum is taken into 
the stomach, but also when it is injected into a 
vein or rubbed upon the external skin of the 
abdomen. 

In addition to the above symptoms, the nervous 
system has been observed to be affected as fol- 
lows : “ Numbness of the hands and feet, with 
prickling as if they were asleep ; painful flexure 
of the joints ; pain in the shoulder and hip joints 
and in all the bones, with difficulty of moving the 
head and tongue.” (Henderson.) The general loss 
of power is as remarkable as the fact that even 
in cases of extreme poisoning, the mind remains 
clear. Death {U'obably results from paralysis of 
the^eart 

Colchicum is one of many examples of the 
great difference in both -the degree and kind of 
action wKic^ drugs exert on the organism of differ- 
ent animals. In very small doses it is fats^ to 
dogtii producing violent emeto*'Cathartic action. 
Hence tl« Frenth call it tue-ckien. In cows it 
'prCiliices urine, great distention of the abdo- 

men no profose diarrhcea. In rabbits it pro- 
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duces enuresis, but hardly ^any serious symptoms. 
A frog will take with impunity a dose that would 
speedily kill a large dog. This example sl|ows the 
fdlacy of deducing from experim'ents on ainimals 
rules for the use of drugs in diseases of the human 
organism. 

The following summary of the action of Col- 
chicum upon the 4»ealthy human subject is derived 
from Stapf’s proving, in the “yVrchives of the 
Homoeopathic Art,” vol. vi., and from records of 
provings which are abundant in medical literature, 
and of which an excellent sumnmry is given, by 
Hartlaub, in the “ Homceopathische Vierteljahr- 
schrift,” vol. viii. The provings are still very 
imperfect. 

Sphere of Action. Taking a general view of 
the action of Colchicum, we find it to be exerted 
chiefly on the bones (or periosteum), on the syno- 
vial membranes of the joints, on the 'urinary and 
digestive organs, and upon that part of the nervous 
system which presides over the function of volun- 
tary motion. It acts also somewhat upon the 
respiratory organs. ,It therefore acts vdth 
equal scope upon both the vital force and the 
organic substance. 

It is a remarkable fact that although the action 
of Colchicum upon the rqgfp|i»,and already 

named is very energetic, the -dnlg* being a poisoa 
of a speedy and fatal stctiefi, 'kcvexi in moderate 
(hpses, yet upon the sensorium it produces almogst^ 
no effect, the mind remainiAg <^ear to last . ' 
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Sensetilons. The sensations which Colchicum 
produces are a sbyddering and creeping in isolated 
parts ot the body, such as are wont to be felt on 
getting cold from change of weather. Also, a 
tearing, tensive pain id small portions of the body 
at a time, and <iuickly changing its location from 
one part to another. Also, sudden tearing shocks 
or jerkings throughout one entir^alf of tlie body. 
Sometimes sticllftg or jerking drawings or weak 
drawing and tearing in various muscles. The most 
distressing pains are the sticking shocks or jerks, 
which are felt deep in the soft parts, and, as it 
were, upon the periosteunj. 

Aggravation. They are worse at night, and 
deprive the patient of sleep. 

Concomitants. They are -attended by a symptom 
which is characteristic of Colchicum, viz., a feeling 
of muscular weakness or paralysis, and this feeling 
it is which interferes with the patient’s locomotion. 
Finally, there are sticking pains in the joints. 

,The weakness i^ very great; the whole body 
is sore and sensitive; there is a sensation of trem- 
bling felt throughout thy body; all the muscles of 
voluntary motion, but especially those of the arms 
and legs, are paralyzed. The knees strike together, 
and the patient can hafdly vralk. 

The -pains ajre*much aggravated 
at night; becoming, intolerable, and they are aggra- » 
vated by«any mental exertion or by emotion. 
Tfcerfe It great dftepiness during the day, with 
esKrtlofi of ,ai^ kind, and confusion 

« jik i. 
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and dullness of the head. At night, however, the 
sleep is disturbed or driven away by pains. If he 
sleep, the patient is wakened by ^frightful dreams. 

As regards fever, we observe chilliness through 
the limbs or down the back, sometimes dry heat, 
especially at night Sweat copious and sour. But 
in general the febrile symptoms are few and mod- 
erate in intensity.^ 

The sensorium is no further affected than that 
it partakes, in some degree, of the general depressed 
condition. The memory is weakened, and the ideas 
are not so plear as is customary with the patient 

Coming now to the special analysis, we find: 

Head. Pressing pains, above, in small spots or 
very severely in the substance of the cerebellum, 
and occurring on die slightest intellectual exertion; 
a pressing heaviness in the cerebellum, especially 
on moving or stooping forward. 

Tearing pains, sometimes in one-half of, the 
head and sometimes in the occiput (the pains, as 
already stated, wander), sometimes in the temples, 
sometimes in the pericranium. A pressing tearing 
in the occipufj finally a very painful, drawing tear- 
ing in one-half of the head, beginning at the ball 
of the eye and extending to the occiput (This 
reminds us of Spigelia, which has a. similar symp- 
tom *on the left side, and of Silicea and B^adonna 
on the right side.) 

Character. To recapitulate, the psdns are tear- 
ing, drawing and pressing. They are most frequent 
in the occiput,, and are often semi-lateral The : 



COLCHICUM. 


1,63 

characteristic symptom is the severe pressing pain 
deep in the substance of the cerebellum, occurring 
on the slightest^ intellectual exertion. 

S^me remarkable symptoms are recorded of the 
Eyes, Drawing, . digging pains deep in the orbit, 
resembling those of sclerotitis. Pressure and biting 
in the canthi with moderate lachrymation. Violent 
sharp tearing pains in the glo|||^ of the eye and 
around the orbit. 

Face. The expression of the face is that of a 
chronic patient There are tearing and tensive 
pains in the facial muscles, moving from one loca- 
tion to another. Likewise drawing in the bones of 
the face and nose, a sensation as if they were 
being rent asunder. 

The teeth are very sensitive when pressed 
together, as in biting. Tearing in the jaws and 
gums; the teeth feel too long. The pains in the 
teeth are aggravated when, immediately after taking 
something warm into the mouth, the patient takes 
something cold. ' • . 

In the tongue, tearing,, burning and sticking. 
Also a loss of sensibility in the toAgue, the first 
symptom we encounter of the Colchicum paralysis. 

In the throat, a tickling as if a coryza were 
setting in, which induces the patient to cough and 
to clear die diroat The mucus is thin and green- 
ish and comes sometimes involuntarily into tlie 
moiidu Externally, in the cervical muscles, some- 
tunes a pressing pmn, somedmes a tension, 

wliea ^swallowing. The throat is. dty, and yet 
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there is a flow of watery saliva, accompanied by 
nausea, fullness and discomfort in the abdomen. 

In the digestive apparatus, we And considerable 
thirst, but absence of appetite. Frequent,, dnd 
copious, eructations of tasteless gas. Nausea with 
great restlessness and, on assuming the upright 
posture, a qualmishness in the stomach and inclina- 
tion to vomit. Violent retching, followed by copious 
and forcible vomiting of food and dien of bile. If 
the patient lie perfectly still, the disposition to vomit 
is less urgent. Every motion renews it (This is 
characteristic also of Tabacum and Veratrum.) 

The pit of the stomach becomes very sensitive 
to touch and pressure. Sometimes there is a 
burning sensation in the stomach, more frequently 
a feeling of icy coldness, accompanied by great 
pain and debility. (I cannot forbear remarking 
here the similarity of this symptom to one form of 
“retrocessed gout”) 

Pressing, tearing, cutting and stitching pains in 
tlie ' abdomen. Great distention of the abdomen 
with gas, feeling as though the patient had eaten . 
too much. Tfiis condition affects particularly die 
upper part under the short ribs. 

Tearing and burning at the orifice of the rec- 
tum are frequent symptoms, and prolapsus ani has 
been observed. 

The -symptoms of the stoefl psesent two charac' 
ters depending on the magnitude of the dose atud! 
the p^od that ha& eliqised Mnce the drag yraa 
taken, and also upon the e^ent to. ^hiGii 
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^tBuAdstMies are affected Fpr, if there be copious 
salivation and copious secretion of urine, the stool 
wfll be scanty and attended by tenesmus, and vice 
versa.* Thus, then, if the intestinal canal be the 
Seat of tiie most powerful action of Colchicum, and 
if the symptoms be observed early, we have copious, 
frequent watery or bilious stools, often without pain, 
sometimes accompanied by cutting colic. 

On the other hand, we observe scanty and diffi- 
cult evacuation of a stool consisting of bloody mucus 
and shreds, with pains in the anus, great straining 
and a spasmodic action of the sphincter, and constant 
ineffectual effort to pass faeces. (Colchicum, taking 
these* symptoms in connection with its rheumatic 
and semi-typhoid symptoms, will be, as it has 
proved itself, a valuable remedy in many cases of 
autumnal dysentery.) 

Upon the urinary organs we have the same 
twofold action. The secretion is. sometimes very 
copious, watery and frequent But generally, in 
tile human subject the secretion ®f urine is dimin- 
ished : the urine is dark, turbid, and its evacuation 
fe attended and followed by tenesmus of the blad- 
der, and a burning pain in the urethra as if the 
urine were very warm. 

Respiration. On the respiratory organs the 
of Colchicum is a subject of dispute among 
authorities. We find it pnxluces a long- 


coryza, which is never watery, but is char- 
by secretion of abtmdwt tenacious mucus, 
trachea and a 
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It produces frequent oppression of the chest; 
dyspnoea, a tensive feeling in the chest, sometimes 
high in the cliest, and sometimtps low down. These 
symptoms point to the efficacy of Colchicum in 
some forms of asthma, - a . subject on which old- 
school doctors differ. Homoeopathicians have often 
used it very successfully in asthma. 

In the posterior part of the thorax, dull stitches, 
as much in the back as in the ribs. It is charac- 
teristic of these stitches that they are chiefly felt 
during expiration and not during inspiration. 

Back. In the back we note the various kinds 
of drawing tensive and stitching pains remarked 
elsewhere. They occur or are much aggravated on 
motion. On the sacrum, a spot as large as one's 
hand which feels sore, as if ulcerated, and is very 
sensitive to the touch. 

Extremities. In the extremities, tearing pains 
in both muscles and joints, stitching pain in the 
joints. The pains wander frqpi part to part 
They are aggravated by motion and at night 
They feel as if in the periosteum. Conjoined with 
the pains is a very distressing paralytic feeling, 
together with an actual loss of muscular power 
approximating paralysis. The action of Colchicum 
is more marked on the small joints than on die 
large. 

Application. Colchicum was regarded by die 
ancient Greek and Arabian physicians as a specific 
for gout but a somewhat dangerous remedy. It 
fell into disuse until Stoerck, in Vienna,, in* die 
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eighteenth century, called attention to it He 
proved it in a rude way, and vaunted it as a rem- 
edy for gout rheumatism, asthma and dropsies. 
Its efficacy in asthtna, affirmed, by many physi- 
cians, has been denied by others, except the asthma 
depend on hydro-thorax or hydro-pericardium, in 
which cases it is admitted Colchicum may relieve 
by removing the dropsical effusion. Stoerck’s recom- 
mendation of Cqlchicun} as a remedy in gout did 
not attract much attention' until it was found that 
Colchicum was the chief ingredient of several 
fanious nostrums for gout, as the Eau midicinale 
of Husson and thq pills of Lartigue and others. 
At the present day its value is recognized and we 
all have opportunities to see the mischief inflicted 
by its improper uses. 

Alexander of Tralles, in tlie fifth century, and 
Mr. Barwell, in i860, affirm that it predisposes to 
relapses. In cases in which it does so it cannot 
be the true remedy. 

It has been a subject of dissussion whether it 
acts specifically in gout or only by virtue of its 
hydragogue properties. The question is settled by 
die fact diat other hydragogues do not relieve gout 
as Colchicum does. Also by the fact which I have 
myself seen, and which is attested by many physi- 
cians, that its action is manifest in relieving the 
gout only or chiefly when means are taken to pre- 
vent its action on the bowels, as by combining 
Opium with it, or by< copious draughts of rice- 
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Having alluded to injurious effects upon the use 
tof Colchicum, I will quote a few sentences from 
“ Harwell on the Joints,” p. 176: 

“Colchicum is a remedy whose value is un- 
doubted, but its influences for evil are almost as 
ceiftain; it is more powerful in gout than in rheu- 
matism. It has a power in checking the pains, 
etc., of both rheumatic and gouty diseases, but it 
also has an effect in procuring relapses. Persons 
who have been treated with this remedy suffer 
from the return ‘of tlie disease more rapidly than 
those treated by some other medicine.” 

Dr. Tod says the relapses are apt to assume an 
asthenic character, p. 224. 

" Colchicum is a two-edged sword of consider- 
able .sharpness; there is no doubt of its. great 
power in checking gouty and even rheumatic pains; 
but it is very questionable whether it does so in a 
beneficial manner. The late Dr. Tod believed that 
it changes the common acute form of gout into an 
asthenic condition, which is less ^sy of manage- 
ment; and there is great re^n to believe this 
idea correct. Any practical opinion which is the 
result of experience, not' of mere a priori reason- 
ing, deserves great attention ; and we may be Sure 
of this fact, that whatever the modus operandi of 
the drug may be, it hastens relapses, renders each 
one less amenable to treatment and requiring larger 
doses of the medicine (if treated with Colchicum) 
than its predecessors. Whether the remedy act, 
amply as a purgative* or as stimulating the liver,. 
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or as causing a larger excretion of lithic acid, is 
not certain; but its use is permbsible only when 
the constitution is vigorous, and it should not be 
given except when other means of procuring ease 
have failed.*’ 

I fancy that every one who has seen cases of 
gout or rheumaj^sm treated by Colchicum will 
indorse the statements of Mr. Barwell and Dr. 
Tod. Yet they are wrong in banishing Colchicum 
from the list of remedies to be employed at the 
beginning of treatment. It has its place in the 
treatment of gout and rheumatism, and if properly 
employed in appropriate cases will do good, and 
good only. Allopathic authors are almost unani- 
mous in recommending Colchicum as Mr. Barwell 
does, as suitable only in persons of vigorous con- 
stitution, and in whom the manifestations of the 
disease are acute and active or only approaching 
the sub-acute, and they caution us against using it 
in feeble cases and in asthenic conditions. Why P 
Because, as they tell us, its tendency is to produce 
an asthenic condition, and none but vigorous 
patients can bear it Others would be reduced too 
low. Here we have the old idea of antagonism 
between tiie action of the dnig and that of the 
morbid organism, the latter not being regarded 
(as I think it should be) as engaged in a struggle 
against the morbific influence, of which struggle the 
symptoms are the phenomena, and in which struggle 
the drug should act in co-operation with the organ- 
ism and in the same direction as the s3miptoms. 
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If we look at the symptoms produced by Col- 
chicum, we find the rheumatic or gouty symptoms 
characterized by a debility, a paralytic weakness, 
very suggestive of an asthenic type of disease. 
The fact that Dr. Tod and Mr. Harwell have 
observed the tendency of Colchicum to turn the 
active into the asthenic . form gout, furnishes 
additional evidence of this mode of action of Col- 
chicuin. Now, it is in precisely this form of 
asthenic sub-acute disease that Colchicum is truly 
indicated and doers real service. But, what of the 
danger of reducing the' patient? None whatever, 
provided we give doses so small as not to produce 
'the physiological effects, but only the specific 
effects, which arc known, to be produced when the 
symptoms disappear. These doses, however, must 
be very small, and, noted as homceopathicians are 
for giving small doses, many of that school err in 
these cases in giving doses too large. I do not 
think it safe to give, in a well-marked Colchicum 
case, a larger dose than the' i5tt potency. 

Dr. Wurmb .speaks of Colchicum in its relations 
to rheumatism, as follows: 

“This drug stands in close relation to the 
fibrous tissues; it produces, on the healthy, pains 
which are very similar to those of rheumatism ; it 
excites a condition of irritation which is veiy clpsely 
allied to inflammation. — redness, swelling, heat,’ etc.; " 
like rheumatic inflammation, this does not tend to 
suppuration, and it easily and quickly changes its 
location. ; In the Colchicum .fever, as in the rheun 
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matic, the .cold stage predominates, the sweat is 
very copious, etc., the urine and sweat have an 
acid smell and reacdon. 

“These features closely resemble those of a 
rheumatic attack. Yet, if we look at the entire 
action of Colchicum, we shall perceive that it cannot 
play an exceedingly important r 61 e in the treatment 
of rheumatism. For it produces another series of 
symptoms which would often contra-indicate it in 
rheumatism. For example, the muscular weakness, 
the paralytic symptoms, the diminution of vital 
heat, the capillary congestions, all which symptoms 
indicate a vital atony. 

“ Consequently, we should rarely find Colchicum 
indicated in the beginning of rheumatic disease, 
rather only when feeble, debilitated persons have 
suffered from it a long time.” 

It appears especially suitable to cases in which 
we perceive, on the one hand, an active excitement 
.in the local symptoms, and, on the other, symp- 
toms of torpor in the general , condition of the 
patient 

Colchicum was recommended in 1833 against 
Asiatic cholera in England, and used successfully in 
eight cases. But as Dr. Stilld says, “ notwithstand- 
ing its homoeopathic appropriateness, it has not 
^en used by others.” 

In autumnal dysenteries we have ^ready alluded 
to its successful use. 

It has been used as a diuretic and palliates 
dm^aea It may b| useful in ' irritation of the 
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bladder, and has been successfully ^ployed in 
Bright’s disease. 

Riickert reports its success in asthma. It quiets 
the heart’s action. On the healthy it produces vio- 
lent palpitation. 

Boenninghausen, whose veterinary practice was 
extensive, lauded Colchicum, as a specific for the 
excessive flatulent distention of the ’ abdomen in 
cows who have been allowed to (sat too freely of 
clover. This affection is very fatal. A single dose 
of Colchicum®” gives prompt relief. This may 
direct our attention to Colchicum in tympanitis 
after certain kinds of food in the human subject. 

Before leaving the subject of. Colchicum, I would 
call attention to the fact that in many cases of 
poisoning by it cataracts have formed before 
death in the eyes of the sufferers. 

Professor Hoppe reports that with Colchicum 
he greatly benefited, though he failed to cure, 
three cases of soft cataract 
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T he Ledum palustre, or marsh ledum, marsh 
tea, Rosmarimum sylvestre^ a plant belonging 
to the heath family, is a natwe of northern 
Europe. It is also found in British America along 
the Canadian lakes. It can hardly be called a 
constituent of the allopathic materia medica; none 
of the standard works mention it 

Linnaeus, in his “Flora Laponica,” states that 
Ledum has been used by the inhabitants of north- 
ern Europe, especially Sweden, as a popular 
remedy against whooping cough, bilious attacks, 
etc. Odhelius recommends it in lepra pemphigus 
and ojjher skin diseases. The ’Swedes used^ a 
decoction of it to destroy vermin on sheep and 
swine.' In Lapland branches of it are placed 
among the grain to keep away mice. It has been 
usod in Switzerland' to adulterate beer, but its 
rapidly acting intoxicating power was attended by 
the juxKliu^Qn of intense and obstinate headaches, 
'the whole plant is used in medicine. 

0ur knowledge of the physiological properties 
of tedum Js .(^ from the jproving by Hahpe^ 
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mann and his scholars, published in the “Materia 
Medica Pura,” vol. iv. It is but a very fragmentary 
proving. The Provers’ Society of Vienna are now 
engaged in a more extended proving of Ledum. 
The provings published are as yet too incomplete 
to be made the basis of a study. 

In so far as our knowledge of Ledum will 
admit of our making a general analysis of its 
action, it may be said : 

That Ledum acts on the vital force to this 
extent, that it interferes with and retards the capil- 
lary circulation, *and particularly in the extremities 
and the external surface of the body. This is 
manifest by the coldness especially of the ends of 
the extremities, which characterizes the fever of 
Ledum and to which the heat of certain parts of 
the body at night form the only exception. 

On the organic substance of the body Ledunt 
acts extensively and peculiarly ; witness the effect 
upon the skin, on which it produces eczema, lichen, 
pustular eruptions, pemphigus ; and the action upon 
the small joints of the fingers and toes, which 
enlargements, nodosities and deposits of inorganic 
matter do unquestionably occur. . , 

The sphere of action of Ledum in so far as 
this is known to us embraces the sensorium, 
the digestive apparatus,' the skin and the fibrous 
and serous tissues of the joints and their appen- 
dages. 

The only periodicity remarked in the sympton^ 
is dtis : that the pains in the jbinta are all aggra- 
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vated at night and by the warmth of the bed; 
and tbat about midnight this aggravation becomes 
so great as to compel the subject to throw off tlie 
bed-covers. 

As peculiarities attending the symptoms of 
Ledum, it is noted that the pains generally are 
aggravated by warmth at night, the joint pains 
(but not the others) are aggravated by motion ; 
the itching of the skin attending the eruptions is 
aggravated by the warmth of the bed and is not 
relieved by scratching, until the part affected has 
been scratched raw. 

The pains are in the joints, sticking, tearing or 
throbbing and a kind of paralytic pain. These 
pains in the joints are aggravated by motipn, 
while other pains are not 

Ledum produces, moreover, hard and painful 
nodosities in the joints and then the warmth of 
the bed is intolerable, inasmuch as it causes heat 
and burning in the parts affected. 

In the limbs, as considered apart from the 
jointe,* a feeling of numbness and torpidity. 

. A further' peculiarity of Ledum is the general 
coldness and lack of animal heat which attends all 
the symptoms, with the exception of those above 
named. 

Though sleepy and dull by day and in general 
not refre^ed by sleep, the provers ar6 sleepless at 
night, with restlessness, tossing, and dreams when 
dose. On w^ing, a gentle sweat with itch- 
ing of whde body. 
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The fever consists almost entirely of coldness, 
shivering, here and there a little heat, as of the 
.cheeks or forehead while the limbs are very cold, 
and a sour-smelling sweat, especially on the fore- 
head; the sweat is often interspersed with Shiverings. 

SP,ECIAL ANALYSIS. 

As regards the sensorium we find Ledum pro- 
duces a feverish condition, a discontented and 
morose disposition, easily aroused to anger, with 
great intensity of feeling in whatever direction it 
may be aroused. 

Vertigo is felt when walking ^nd standing, even 
when sitting still, but is much -more violent when 
stooping, when it is attended by a disposition to 
fall forward or backward ; -generally there is a 
constant sensation of unsteadiness and drunkenness 
in the head. This with the following symptoms 
should be remembered in connection with the 
adulteration of beer with Ledum .already mentioned. 

The head feels as if it were much affected and 
the brain is sore at . fevery. false step. (This Is 
similar to Rhus toxicodendron.') The chief pain is 
a burdensome pressure in the forehead or over the 
entire head, with confusion and numb feeling. 
More rarely a sticking pain in the brain or a tear» 
ing in the head and in the eye (resemh^ing Col- 
chicum' and Spigelia) ; at the, same time the* eyes 
are infiamed, the lids are agglutinated, and febrile 
movements occur in the ' eveningis. JEruption and 
creeping sensation on the sc^p. 
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Eyu. The pupils are dilated, the power of 
vision is diminished, witA flashes before the eyes 
as after running violently. * Lachrymation; the tears 
are acrid, the lids agglutinate, and yet there is no 
pain in diem, In the eye a pressure' or burning, 
but no inflammation. When inflammation does 
exist in the eye, the pain is tensive or tearing. 

Ears, A kind of deafness as if something 
were laid before the ears. Noise of v^ious kinds 
like the ringmg of bells or the rushing of a gale 
of wind. 

Nose. Burning internally in the nose, like coals 
of fire, ^d the nose is sore on pressure and on 
blowing it (a simifar pain in the urethra). 

Teeth. Pains in the teeth are violent, sticking; 
then attacks of intolerable tearing-outward pain on 
one side of the face; head and neck through the 
nighty ending with shivering, deep sleep ’and lack 
of hunger and thirst '' 

In^e throat sticking pains and sometimes a 
sen^tion as though there were, a plug in the 
throat (Sore throat with fine sticking pains.) 

The sto^l is nqt well defined in the proving. 
Botii constipation ‘and a . kind of dysenteric diarrhoea 
are described, yet no distinctive characteristics are 
given. It is not probable that Ledum is a r^edy 
for either complaint 

Ufifie. As regards Ae urine* the same two- 
fold- rqiort is given ; iKimetimes the evacuation is 
ftequent: and ct^ioos; soniietimes it is ‘ infrequent 
and stjan^. ' More cardiil provings on this subject 

•13' ■ 
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are greatiy to be desired, ■ for the" symptoms of tihe 
joints and the fevers would lead us to look upiwi 
Ledum as a valuable reniedy in certain difficult 
forms of gout and of rheumatic gout ; and in such 
diseases experience has shown it to* be a most 
useful remedy. Pathology teaches us that in these 
affections the quality of the urinary secretion is 
much altered; and we should expect Ledum to 
produce analogous alterations in the healthy sub- 
ject. It is probable that the Vienna provings now 
in progress will give us information on this subject. 

The menses are hastened in their oncoming and 
are more copious than is usual, the floW being 
florid. In this respect, the action of Ledum upon 
the mucous membrane of the uterus is analogous 
to that upon the mucous membrane of the respi- 
ratory organs; for among the symptoms of the 
latter we find nose-bleeding, the blood being florid, 
and also spitting of florid blood frequently and in 
quantities; and in hiemoptysis Ledum is one of our 
most valuable remedies. 

Respiratory Organs. Dyspnoea, constriction of 
the chest, worse on motion, walking, going up- 
stairs; sometimes a tickling or creeping in the 
trachea and then embarrassed respiration. Cough; 
which sometimes takes away the breath. Remem- 
ber that Ledum was a popular remedy for whoop- 
ing cough. The cough is frequently , attended wit^ 
copious expectoration of florid bipod, imt es^pedally 
at night aiid ^ly in the mornings with purulent 
sputa. 
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Drawing and tearing stitches in the chest, 
which are felt on moving the arms and when sit- 
ting. Pressure on, the chest, worse on expiration 
and on moving. 

Back, Pain in back and loins, like a stiffness 
after sitting. Violent cramping pain over the hips. 
It occurs in the evening, and is so violent as to 
take away the breath, and that one cannot rise 
from a chair without aid. Also a drawing and 
tearing which extend from the loins into the occi- 
put, and hot cheeks and inflamed eyes. 

Extremitks. In the upper extremities painful 
stitching about the shoulder on raising the arm; 
also in the hands, ankle, and in the toe and knee- 
joints, especially worse on moving. 

Pressive pains in the shoulder and elbow-joints, 
more violent on motion, as likewise it is in the 
hip-joint Beside this, there is sensation of heavi- 
ness in the arm, with a feeling of tenseness in the 
muscles of the forearm. 

In addition to these symptoms, we have in the 
carpus and in the 'thigh a feeling as if the muscles 
had not their proper position. A similar sensation 
about the ankles, legs, the dorsum and margins of 
the feet sind in the toe-joints and on the soles of 
the feet; all worse from motion. 

Also a tearing pressure from the hip-joint down 
to the aiikle; ^so from the shoulder-joint to the 
worse 4lti motion.. 

. limbs generally are languid, tired and lax. 

. small joints of the fingers, the knee-joint and 
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the feet become the seat of nodosities, concretions 
or “gout stones.” 

The feet become and remain swollen. Ledum 
seems to act especially on the left shoulder and the 
right hip-joint. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS OF LEDUM. 

Hahnemann observes .that Ledum, from the 
symptoms which it produces, promises to be useful 
only in chronic affections, in which coldness and 
lack of animal heat predominate. This is not 
altogether justified by experience. It restricts too 
much the scope of the .drug. 

In a number of cutaneous diseases, • Ledum 
promises to be of service, and it has become an 
established remedy. Thus, according to Riickert, 
“ in pimples and pustules on the forehead, and in 
other parts of the body; in red blotches upon the 
face, which has a sticking pain when touched; in 
blotches on the forehead, like those to which 
brandy-drinkers are subject; biting itching on the 
chest, with red spots and miliary eruption.” 

In the proving, the eruption is described as; 
“Small round, red spots, insensible, on the inside 
of the arm, on the abdomen and on the feet;” 
“small pimples on the whole body (except face, 
neck and hands), with itching by day and only 
sometimes at night. Scratching relieves for a short< 
time only.” “ Itching of the joints.” Tremendous 
gnawing-itching on the dorsum of both feet; after 
scratching it gets worse and worse; mudi more 
violent in the heat of the bed.” 
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It will be applicable for various forms of lichen. 

Teste, a more brilliant than trustworthy writer, 
says that Ledum is a specific cure for wounds with 
pointed instruments and for the evil effects of the 
sting of insects, from mosquitoes up to wasps. He 
applied locally a solution of the 15 th dilution. * 

But the most interesting application of Ledum 
is in gout and rheumatism. 

The characteristic indication is the aggravation 
by motion, and the midnight aggravation by heat, 
shown by throwing off the bedclothes. The febrile 
symptoms indicate that Ledum cannot be ap])licable 
in very severe acute cases; it would seem very 
appropriate to such cases as have been brought 
under the injudicious use of Colchicum to a' low 
asthenic state. 

It is in such cases that I have found Ledum a 
most serviceable remedy. 

Also in haemoptysis with florid blood and at- 
tended by rheumatic pain. 

Its empirical domestic and , allopathic use in 
whooping cough should not be forgotten, though 
Bcenninghausen says of it: 

“This drug (used in some parts of Germany 
successfully in whooping cough as a domestic rem- 
edy) has never been given by me, and cannot, I 
thunk, be very often indicated.” 



RHODODENDRON CHRYSANTHUM. . 

SIBERIAN SNOW-ROSE. ALPINE ROSE. 

T his plant, which is most abundant in the 
Alpine- regions of Siberia, but is found like- 
wise in other mountainous and snowy regions of 
Asia and Europe, and perhaps (?) of North Amer- 
ica, is not mentioned in the English and French 
works on materia medica. It is noticed in German 
works on the subject; by some* of them a high 
value is set upon certain of its therapeutic proper- 
ties. 

Like most of our valuable’ remedies, it was 
successfully used by those pioneers of therapeutic 
science, “ the old grandmothers,” in domestic practice 
for centuries before it attracted the attention of 
scientific men. 

The Cossacks and Mongolians used it as a spe- . 
cific for rheumatism and gout The hunters juid 
mountaih rangers used to i^nk an infusidn of lit 
to remove the weariness and pmns from tiieir limbs 
after fatiguing expeditimis. These facts < 
brought to the notice of GmeUn during his travds 
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in * Siberia, and he was die first to recommend 
Rhododendron in Europe as a remedy for gout 
and rheumatism. The first publication on the sub- 
ject was by Professor Kblpin, of Stettin, in 1779. It 
was used with greater or less success, and recom- 
mended accordingly by many German physicitos. 

Our knowledge of its physiological properties is 
derived chiefly from a proving published by Seidel. 
"Archiv,” 10, 3, 137, in 1831. 

Seidel introduces his provings with a general 
risumi of the action and character of Rhododen- 
dron, as follows: 

“Although many remedies may produce effects 
that are in their general aspect quite similar, neverthe- 
less each remedy possesses certain characteristic 
effects which belong to it alone, and which cannot 
be imitated, and for which no substitute will avail.” 
It is these peculiarities of Rhododendron which 
he seeks to unfold to us. 

“Turning vertigo. Early in the morning con- 
fusion of the head ; drawing pressing pain in the 
forehead and temporal region, extending into the 
bones ; headache very markedly increased by drink- 
ing wine; itching of the scalp in the evening; dry 
burning of tl\e eyes; earache; early in the morn- 
ing, obstruction of the nose, especially back in the 
left side of the nose; drawing tearing pain in the 
molar teeth, which is excited by unewtain (stormy) 
lainy weather; pre^ure in the epigastrium, and 
dyspnoea; a kind of splenic stitch in the left hypo-i 
dhomkium; tardy evacuation of faeces, although the 
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Stool is normal; disposition to semi-fluid diarrhcea; 
itching, sweat and wrinkling up of the scrotum ; sore- 
ness between the genitals and the thighs; swollen 
and hard testes; crushed pain and drawing in the 
testes; abundant offensive urine; the suppressed 
menses are brought on ; coryza and other catarrhal 
difficulties; dyspnoea, rheumatic drawing pains in 
the muscles of the throat and nape of the' neck; 
digging, drawing (gouty, rheumatic) pains in the 
extremities, especially in the bones of the forearms, 
hands, legs and feet ; digging, drawing pains in the 
joints; occurrence or increase of the pains during 
repose; increase or re-appearince of the pains in 
unsettled, rough weather, and at the approach of 
storms ; formication and itching in isolated spots on 
the limbs; weak, paralytic feeling in single limbs; 
the sleep is sound before midnight ; toward morning 
it is disturbed; increased warmth in the hands; 
the disposition is indifferent, with disinclination to 
exertion. 

“It is further to be noticed, that the symptoms 
often intermit for indefinite periods of time, some- 
times longer sometimes shorter (two to twelve days), 
during which nothing will be felt of them; after 
which they will come again, and be felt for seve^ 
days. They are most likely to come back when 
the weather becomes raw and unsettled, and a 
storm is threatening. , 

“The majority of the symptoms manifest them-, 
selves early in the morning, though some 'ire 
experienced only in afternoon or eyentog.” Sdddl 
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tlter^xre, recommends giving Rhododendron in the 
evening, before the patient goes to sleep. 

“The action of Rhododendron on the healthy 
extends over a period of three or four weeks.” 

To recapitulate, we find the action of Rhodo- 
dendron to be eminently upon the fibrous and 
serous tissues. The pains in limbs and joints affect 
chiefly the forearm and hand and the leg and foot; 
they seem to have their seat in the bone or peri- 
osteum ; they attack but a small extent of the 
limb at once ; they disappear and re-appear as it 
^ere spontaneously and capriciously, nevertheless 
are always worse on the approach of bad weather. 
They are aggravated by motion and toward 
morning. 

Rhododendron acts also upon the testes; and 
clinical experience has shown it serviceable in 
chronic enlargements and induration^ of the testes 
and epididymis, and in hydrocele. * * * 

. PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS. 

The only practical application to which I shall 
call your attention is that in chronic rheumatism of 
the smaller joints and their ligaments ; to chronic 
periostitis, and especially to that form of chronic 
rheumatism which simulates rheumatic gout, but is 
distkict from it in this respect: that, as I believe, 
the enlargements of the joints are produced by 
fibrinous d^osits and not by chalky excretions. 

r ftt the affection of the great toe joint, often 
nuhtakenf foV bunion, but which is really rheumatic, 
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Rhododendron is of great value. For true bunion 
from mechanical pressure Silicea is preferable. 

The application to affections of the testdb and 
to hydrocele is apparent 

It is analogous to and follows as regards the 
testes, Pulsatilla, Aurum, Spongia ; as regards 
hydrocele. Clematis, Graphites. 



KALMIA LATIFOLIA. 

B ROAD-LEAVED Kalmia, Calico-bush, Mount- 
ain-laurel, Spoonwood, a native of North 
America, not mentioned in allopathic works on 
materia medica. Bigelow, in Ws “Medical Botany," 
and Barton speak of poisonous effects from eating 
the flesh of game which has fed upon the berries 
of the Kalmia ; and from eating honey supposed 
to have been gathered by the bees from the blos- 
soms of the Kalmia. 

The proving of Kalmia was made by Dr. 
Hering, of Philadelphia, and first published in the 
“Transactions of the American Institute of Homoe- 
opathy," vol. i., 1845. To this proving were subse- 
quently added the results of 'further observations 
by Dr. Hering, a proving by Dr. J. Buchner, of 
Munich, and some clinical observations by Drs. 
Okie, of Providence, Williamson and Jeanes, of 
Philadelphia, and Gray, of New- York, and the 
whole was published in part v. of “Hering’s Amer- 
ikanischte Arzneiprufungen,” i., 1857. 

In Introducing his proving. Dr. Hering remarks: 
“ Kalmia may be a very important remedy in acut^ 
as vrdl as chronic diseases. 
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*‘As Ledum palustre finds its place in the 
swampy mountain meadows of Germany and north- 
ern Europe; as Rhododendron chrysanthum Hiorns 
with its yellow blossoms the elevated plains of 
Asia, so Kalmia latifolia. displays itself ' in the nar- 
row stony valleys of the brooks and smaller rivers 
of North America, and enlivens their banks with 
its evergreen foliage. In May and June it spreads 
out over them a rosy drapery, hanging down in 
such laeauty from the rocky walls- of the valleys, as 
to strike with wondering admiration even those 
who have been accustomed to the luxuriant glory 
of a tropical vegetation. 

“ As the mountain Rhododendron thrives in the 
home of the storms and under the Alpine mists, 
as Ledum flourishes in the regions of the swamp 
clouds of mountain ranges, so Kalmia prefers the 
fogs of the valleys. But all three have a mount- 
ain home. The entire family appears to correspond 
to those great families of diseases which we call 
rheumatisms and gout, and particularly to the 
northern forms of them. In intermittent and par- 
ticularly in remittent fevers with a so-called gastric- 
nervous character, and which run a tedious course, 
all three remedies have shown themselves to be 
indispensable. 

“ There are but few remedies in the materia . 
medica which have so great a mastery over "'the 
pulse and -with so beneficial action diminish the too 
quick pulsations of the heart, as Kalmia and its 
cognates. Of course this is only in cases which 
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in Other respects correspond to the action of this 
famUy.” 

' Kalmia, Rhododendron and Ledum act very 
often beneficially, when there is a very frequent 
pulse. 

Next to this family stands the Colchicum family, 
which, singularly enough, is as often applicable in 
gout, and moderates the pulse as well as tlie Rho- 
dodendron family in rheumatism. But we must be 
careful never to give one after another, nev^r to 
give Kalmia, Ledum and Rhododendron in suc- 
cession, nor (of the Colchicum family) Colchicum, 
Veratrum and Sabadilla. 

In heart diseases that alternate with rheuma- 
tism, or that have developed themselves out of 
rheumatisms, Kalmia promises to be a very impor- 
tant remedy. 

(In a note Dr. Hering says: “This was writ- 
ten in 1843. This conjecture was brilliantly con- 
firmed. In 1853 Dr. Okie cured two cases witli 
hypertrophy of the heart arising after acute rheu- 
matism. In one of these cases auscultation showed 
thickening of the valves.”) • 

The proving of Kalmia is as yet so fragmentary 
that nothing like a complete analysis can be made 
of it 

Its action upon die vital force is evidenced in 
the modification of the heart’s action, which in 
«nall doses it accelerates, in large doses it moder- 
ates, reducing it almost to a minimum, producing 
at the same time spasm of the glottis, paleness of 
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the face, nausea, obscure vision, coldness of this 
limbs, etc. The pulse is reduced to 35 or 40 
beats. 

The action upon the vital force is shown like- 
wise by the pains, and still more by the excessive 
weariness, languor, lassitude in the limbs and 
especially in the lower extremities, a symptom 
which, unattended with any swelling or evidence 
of inflammation, is quite characteristic of Kalmia. 

The action upon the organic substance is not 
so clearly shown in the proving. Yet so power- 
fully curative has Kalmia proved in grave organic 
affections of the heart and kidney that we cannot 
doubt its power to effect changes in the tissues of 
the body. It produces an itching, erysipelatous 
eruption something like that of Rhus, along with 
dangerous asthmatic symptoms. Also pimples and 
pustules in various parts of the body which itch 
very much, and after being scratched bum. The 
peculiarities of the action of Kalmia display them- 
selves in die coldness and imperfect reacdon of the 
fever, in the very great reduction of the pulse from 
}^rge doses, and in the severe pains and great 
lassitude felt in the extremities and pardcularly 
the lower. The pains extend through an entire 
limb, as, for example, from shoulder down to 
the fingers, from the hypochondrium to the hip 
and from the hip to the heel. Th^se sensations 
indispose the prover to motion and exertion 
of any kind, and are gready aggravated by 
moving. 
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. SPECIAL ANALYSIS. 

The vertigo is very marked. It accompanies 
every group of symptoms. 

The sensorium is oppressed. Vision is obscured. 

Head. In the head, pain in the vertex, which 
extends up from the cervical vertebra; (resembles 
Belladonna and Silicea). Headache in the forehead 
on waking in the morning ; this is a frequent 
symptom. 

Headache in the forehead and over the eyes 
and nose. The headache extends from fore- 
head and temples down into the canine and molar 
teeth, into the face and the sides of the neck. 

Eyes. In the eyes, pressure and aching, and 
stitches along with rheumatic pains in the limbs; 
vision obscured along with the vertigo; sticking 
pain under the left eye.* 

Face. Stitches and tearing in the bones of the 
jaw and face. (These symptoms might suggest 
facial neuralgia.) 

The lassitude which characterizes Kalmia is fir^t 
felt in the muscles of mastication. 

Stomach. Eructations, nausea and vomiting 
from large doses ; pressure in the epigastrium, 
relieved by sitting erect, worse when bent over; 
with the sensation as if something were being 
pressed under the epigastrium. (This symptom 
should be remeihbered in connection with heart# 
disease.) 
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Respiratory Organs. Some degree of cough 
from a scratching in the throat, day and night, 
with mucous expectoration in the evening, of ti 
saltish taste. 

Dyspnoja, with a feeling as if there were a 
swelling in the throat Dyspnoea, with pains in 
the limbs. 

Heart. Palpitation of the heart In' large 
doses it diminishes the pulscj with great weakness 
in the arms and legs; vertigo on every attempt to 
move; pulse scarcely perceptible, very weak and 
thready. These are the effects of poisonous doses. 
The effects of small doses are to produce palpitation. 

Trunk. Tearing in the nape of the neck; 
darting from nape into the head (Belladonna, Sil- 
icca) ; weak sensation from abdomen intD peck. 

Pain in right side of neck, also violent pressure. 
Pain and violent pressure on both sides of neck. 

Violent pain in three upper dorsal vertebrae 
extending through the shoulders. 

Constant pain in the spine, sometimes worse in 
the loins, with great heat and burning. 

Sensation, as if the spiiie would break from 
within outward. 

Violent pain down the spin&. 

Backache during the tnenses. 

Aching across the .loins ; pains also during 
menses; feeling of paralysis dn saqrum; also even- 
ing in bed, with heaviness in the head. 

Upper Extremities. Pmns in the sc^ntlSt gbing 
through shoulders ; tearing pressing in right shoul* 
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der; tearing from right shoulder down the arm; 
pressing below the left shoulder; drawing pain in 
the left, arm at night; pains in the left arm. 

Weakness in the arms, with slow pulse ; tearing 
from left' elbow along the index finger, which 
is spasmodically flexed; tearing from the knuckles 
of the left fingers to the elbow; repeated stitches 
in the hands; painji ..close on the wrist; a kind of 
paralysis in the hands; pains seem to paralyze the 
hand. 

The pain seems worse in left arm ; it moves and 
does not affect the joints particularly ; it is charac- 
terized by weakness and a paralytic condition. 

' Lower Extremities^ Stitches into the Ossa ilii ; 
tearing on the ossa ilii down the thighs ' into the 
feet. 

Tearing in the flesh of {he whole left limb. 

Soreness of the left thigh down to the heel; 
pain in right glutei, in right limb; in thigh, before 
menses. 

Pain in knees and feet ; aching in calves ; weak- 
ness in calves; paralytic sensation’ along shin-bone; 
aching in feet, in cjdves, with slow pulse; jerking 
in heel; stitches in toes and in soles of feet. 

To recapitulate : We do ‘not find any description 
of inflammation, swellings, redness of the joints, 
nor of deposits in them; nor is there pain which 
is confined to* the joints, aggravated* by touch, 
motion, heat, etc. On the contrary, the pains 
extend tiiroughout a gjeat portioji of the limbs, 
move quickly throughout their province, and are 
H 
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attended by weakness and by some disturbance of 
the circulation. These paralytic sensations and 
great pains and achings in the limbs seem to be 
characteristic, for they accompany nearly evei^ 
group of symptoms.* 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION. 

It is evident that though Kalmia is similar in 
acdon to Colchicum, Ledum and Rhus, yet it is 
not so clearly called for in articular rheumatism or 
in gout. Its decided action on the heart led Dr. 
Hering to suspect its value in rheumatic heart 
affections, a value established by clinical experience. 

In 1853, I .had a most interesting case of this 
kind. A little girl of ten years had been ill ten 
days of what had been called “neuralgia of the 
chest.” ' When I entered the room, her attitude, 
propped up in bed, her anxious expression of face, 
the livid hue of countenance and the visible, tumul- 
tuous and very rapid action of the heart, made it 
evident that she was suffering from violent acute 
endocarditis, — perhaps, also, pericarditis. She had 
just had acute rheumatism, great weakness of 
limbs, but no pain. I gave Kalmia latifolia, though 
her case was pronounced hopele^, and I had no 
hope of her. She recovered completely, continued 
to take the remedy, and, to my surprise, had no 
valvular murmur. She is now grown up and wdOL 

Dr. Gray, of New- York, guided by a “ medium,” 
gave Kalmia in prosopalgia ; the symptoms indicate 
its use in that affection. 



KALMIA LATlFOLtA. 1 95 

Df. B. C. 'Macy, of Dobb’s Ferry, published in 
^‘American Homoeopathic Review” a most 
interesting case of Bright’s disease of kidney cured 
by Kalmia. He was induced to give Kalmia by 
the great and persistent pains in the limbs. 

This is especially interesting, because as yet we 
have no kidney symptoms that would suggest the 
use of Kalmia in Bright’s disease. 



SPIGELIA ANTHELMIA. 

A NATIVE of the West Indies and of So^ith 
America. It must not be confounded with 
the Spigelia Marylandica, a native of the United 
States and the officinal Spigelia of the United 
States Pharmacopoeia. The latter is a different 
species, is much less powerful in its action on the 
system, and is a well-kno\frn and very frequently 
employed anthelmintic, under the name of Pink- 
root. 

The Spigclta anthelmia is likewise a powerful 
anthelmintic, but it exerts also a powerful action on 
the nervous system, so much so^ that it is thought 
to have b^-'cn a chief ingredient in the "poudres de 
succession” of the famous French poisoner, Mad^e 
de Brinvilliers. 

Our knowledge of its physiological properties 
is derived from Hahnemwn’s proving in “Materia 
Mediqa Pura,” vol. v. % 

The whole plant is used- in medicine. A 
general survey of the proving' leads us to the 
jfollowing 
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\ GENERAL ANALYSIS. 

A * « 

The action of Spigelia is manifested chiefly 
upon the nervous system of animal life; and it is 
eminent among our remedies for the extent to 
which its action seems- to be exerted upon the 
nerves themselves and their envelopes; upon the 
nervous centers, however, in so far as we are able 
to make the distinction, its action is probably very 
slight The nerves of special sense are excited in 
a marked degree, and this without any well-defined 
lesion in the organa of special sense (except the 
eye); and even here the exception is more appar- 
ent than real, for the inflammation produced by 
Spigelia is in the sclerotic and choroid, while the 
functionary alteration of special sense is in the optic 
nerve and retina.' In this regard, Spigelia differs 
from Belladonna, .Rhus and other drugs which 
excite the animal nervous system. In the tissues 
of the eye it* excites inflammation, giving a well- 
marked picture of rheumatic ‘sclerotitis. It acts 
decidedly on the trifacial nerve; producing proso- 
palgia which involves the orbit, the zygoma and 
the superior maxilla; also on the nerves of the 
tongue; perhaps, also, on the portio dura. 

The prosopalgia of Spigelia is distinguished by 
Sticking burning pains, with subs^uent swelling 
and soreness of the paits affected. In this respect 
it dosety resemUcs the prosopalgia of Colchicum. 
from which, however, it is distinguished by the 
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exaltation of the special senses and the general 
nervous erethism and excitement, and the intoler- 
ance of pain which characterize Spigelia; whereas 
Colchicum, on the other hand, is distinguished by 
an equally remarkable tolerance of pain and a 
patient, enduring disposition, with a general semi- 
paralytic condition. 

Organic Substance. There is no evidence of 
definite modification of the organic substance of the 
body, unless the action on the pericardium and 
upon the fibrous tissues, which we infer ex usu in 
morbis, may be so regarded. 

The sphere of action of Spigelia is not exten- 
sive. It embraces only the nerves of animal life 
and of special sense, and the fibrous and muscular 
tissues of the eye, heart, and perhaps of the 
extremities. 

Upon the mucous membrane it produces no 
very definite action, save in the pharynx and pos- 
terior nares. The high repute of Spigelia as an 
anthelmintic might lead us to expect a more decided 
action on the apparatus of digestion. The absence 
of such decided action gives ground for supposing 
that in helminthiasis Spigelia acts rather as a pal- 
liative, killing and expelling the vermin, than as a 
radical curative remedy, modifying that condition 
of things in which they developed and flourished. 

The pains of Spigelia are sticking, tearing and 
burning-pressing. They are aggravated by motion, 
and in the afternoon and at evening, often pre- 
venting sleep. 
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There is great lassitude smd heaviness of the 
limbs ; great restlessness ; great sensibility of the 
whole body to touch. The least touch on any part 
of the body sends a shudder through the whole 
frame. 

(This is different from the sensibility of China, 
which accompanies and characterizes only the parts 
which are already the seat of pain, and in which 
the sensibility is more in imagination and appre- 
hension than in reality.) 

There is no marked periodicity in the symptoms. 

SPECIAL ANALYSIS. 

The sources of knowledge of the pathogenesis of 
the drug are the provings of Hahnemann and his 
associates, in vol. v. of the “ Materia Medica Pura." 

Head. Vertigo, as if one should pitch forward; 
this occurs when looking down (as in Kalmia) ; or 
as if everything were going around when walking, 
relieved by standing still. (Arnica Colchicum.) 

Memory is weakened; intellectual effort is irk- 
some. 

Headache. The* symptoms are well marked and 
characteristic, and present a good picture of one 
form of so-called “ nervous headache.” To take a 
general view of the head affections, before stating 
the parts especially acted upon and the varieties of 
sensations, we may shy: There are dullness, heavi- 
ness apd pmn in the head; the pain is much 
^creased by shaking and jarring the head, as when 
one walks, and especially by a false step, 
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coughing or sneezing, by moving the &cial muscles, 
by speaking aloud, or by any loud noise, as well 
as by touch or bright light (increased sensibility 
of the special senses) ; these things increase the 
pain so that it seems as though the head would 
burst. There is a disposition to press upon and 
.«.upport the head with the hand, or to bind it 
around. ‘ See Apis. (Keep it warm is Silicea.) 

The varieties of pain are, as affecting the whole 
head, chiefly heaviness or feeling as of a load or weight 
in the head ; a pressing from without inward, much 
aggravated by stooping forward, unless the forehead 
be sup[)orted by the hand (.\;)i ', (Jiiln.x, Rhus) ; 
a sensation of swashing or surging of tlie brain 
within the cranium at every step or on the least 
motion or loud speaking; very severe when the 
head is concussed by a false step, much amelio- 
rated by repose. (Rhus.) This swashing sensation 
is often attended by a tearing digging sensation in 
definite parts of the head, generally semi-lateral, 
as in the left parietal region, the left occiput and 
forehead. 

As regards the localities particularly affected, it 
may be observed that the pain is generally circum- 
scribed, is often confined to one side, more fre- 
quently the left. The occiput is the seat of many 
pains which extend into the nape, causing stiffiiess 
of the neck and at the same time restlessness. . In 
the forehead, and especially in the frontal , protu- 
berances, we find : Pulsating stitches ; pressure from 
without inward; boring and burning pain, the lat- 
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ter {burning) is pi^bably superficial, and indicates 
an affection of the supra^orbital nerve. 

In the frontal protuberances, tearing pains 
extending into the eye, and aggravated by motion 
of the globe of the eye. 

In the temporal region we find pulsating 
stitches; pressure inward, and burning extending 
into the zygoma. As to the time of their occur- 
rence no special mention is made save once, when 
the pains for the most part occur in the evening 
and continue violent through the night. 

The aggravations and ameliorations arc uniform 
and as have been stated. The whole head is 
externally very sensitive to touch, and this is 
aggravated by motion of the scalp. 

In the skin of the temples, forehead and eye- 
brows, a burning, tingling pain is felt, which 
extends down the cheek or into the eyes, and is 
aggravated by touch and motion. Near the orbit, 
swelling of the sub-cutaneous tissues occurs and of 
the skin, which is- sore when touched. 

The eyes also are affected* in a special manner 
by Spigelia. Its action is exerted on all the tis- 
sues, but especially on the muscular and fibrous 
tissues and upon the function of special sense. In 
addition we have, especially in the left orbit, neu- 
ralgic pressing pains extending down to the zygoma 
and leaving, after the pain subsides, a tumor which 
is sensitive to the touch. (Colchicum.) 

Compressive pain, generally in die orbits. The 
margins, of the eyelids are sore, burning and pain- 
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fill. In the lids and their margins fine stitches, as 
from needles. In the margin of the left lower lid 
a fine cutting, as with a little knife. With these 
exceptions, which seem to imply an organic affec- 
tion, the lids are not acted upon in their substance. 
On the other hand the innervation of their muscu- 
lar tissue is modified as follows, along with the 
nervous* affection of the pupil and retina : The 
upper lids arc relaxed and paralyzed ; Aey can be 
elevated only with the aid of the hanC the pupil 
being at the same time dilated. 

The conjunctiva is moderately inflamed ; we 
have pain as from sand in the eye, muco-pus and 
acrid lachrymation. 

The globe of the eye is seriously involved, as 
we gather from the following symptoms: Dull and 
flat aspect of the eye ; supra-orbital pains ; redness 
and inflammation of the sclerotic with ptosis ; pain 
in the eye and brow; the eye is painful when 
moved, and feels tense, as if it were too large for 
the orbit ; slicking pain in the eye, also, when it is 
moved ; digging pain in the middle of the eye 
(violent) with ptosis ; pressure in the eye, from 
without inward ; the eye is painful when moved 
in any direction ; intolerable pressive pain in the 
eyeball, worse from moving the eye; in order 
to look around, rather than move the eye in 
the orbit, one moves the whole h^d; heat <and 
burning , pains in the eye, with perverted vision, 
occasional spasmodic, involuntary motions of the 
eyes. 
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As regards the secretions, we have moderate 
acrid lachrymation and a formation of muco-pus. 

Vision. The special .sense of the eye is exalted. 
The sensibility of the retina is increased, inducing 
photophobia, and perverted, causing illusions, as if 
hair or feathers were upon the lashes, aggravated 
by wiping the eyes, as if sparks or a sea of fire 
were before the eyes. The pupils are dilated. 
Vision is^so impaired. 

Ears. The ear, the zjgomatic region, the max- 
illa; and the throat are involved in an affection, 
evidently neuralgic, characterized by pressing and 
occasional burning pain extending through these 
regions and aggravated by loud noise*. 

Beyond this, the car is affected as follows: In 
the external ear, pinching, drawing, itching. In 
the meatus auditorius, pressure as from a plug deep 
in the nleatus, extending to the zygoma and molar 
teeth. 

In the inner car, occasional dull, boring stitches 
extending into the throat 

In the ear generally, sudden stitch extending to 
the eye, zygoma, throat, jaw^ teeth. 

The special sense of hearing is exalted, in con- 
nection with headache. Loud noises are painful. 
Otherwise we have deafness, sensation as if the 
ears were loosely stopped, with ringing and rustling 
sounds, and yet without deafness. When speaking, 
&e sound of one’s voice resounds like a bell through 
the brsifi. 

Moreover, there are sig^ns of catarrh, as sud^n 
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obstruction of the ears on blowing the nose, 
relieved by working the finger into the meatus. 
Roaring before the ears, rustling and rushing as of 
wings, ringing of distant bells. 

Itching of the alaj nasi of the nostrils, and of 
the dorsum of the nose. Unpleasant sense of 
obstruction at the root of the. nose. 

The part of the face chiefly affected is the 
zygomatic region. In preference, the side is 
afft'cted. The pains are burning or tearing-press- 
ive, leaving a dull sensation of swelling when the 
pain abates. Stitches from the upper maxilla to 
the vertex and in the cheek and temple in front 
of the ear. 

The facial muscles are distorted and swollen; 
the whole face is puffed in the morning, with a 
feeling of illness. (This and nose-itching signs of 
helminthiasis.) 

Burning and tension in the upper lip. 

Painless pustules upon the chin. 

In the lower jaw, painful pressure upon the 
angle. In the articulation, pain as if dislocated only 
when chewing; otherwise a dull pain. 

In the teeth, drawing, fine .sticking or sudden 
jerking pains at short intervals in the molar teeth, 
generally in several or in all th^ teeth simultane- 
ously, but most severe in the carious teeth. The 
toothache is worse at night and after eating, though 
not while eating ; also by cold air and water, and 
particularly at night It is accompanied by spas- 
modic closure of the jaw. 
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The tongue presents also neuralgic phenomena, 
confined chiefly to the right »de ; fine stitches, 
boring stitches from behind forward, with a sour 
taste. 

The remaining symptoms belong rather to a 
gastric affection; the tongue is full of cracks, as if 
about to lose its epithelium. The tongue and pal- 
ate have vesicles, wfiich burn when touched. The 
tongue pains, as If swollen posteriorly. It is coated 
white. ^ 

Swelling in the fauces, with enlarged and pain* 
ful cervical glands and pain on swallowing, with 
difficulty in opening the mouth.^ This affection 
is preceded by chill and shivering. Stitches in 
region of larnyx, worse and worse, relieved by 
swallowing. 

Mucus accumulates in the fauces. ' It is repul- 
sive to the taste, and cannot be swallowed. 

Offensive, putrid taste, and offensive odor from 
the mouth (helminthiasis), yet food has its natural 
good taste. 

, Great dryness of the moudi in the morning, as 
*if full of pins, yet not really dry. No thirst 

Appetite sometimes jfone, sometimes greatly 
increased (helminthiasis) ; great thirst 

Gastric Symptoms. Frequent eructations after 
a meal. Nausea, as from too long abstinence. 

Epigastrium. Pressure, as from a load or ball, 
by pressing with the hand ; feeling as if it 
would be rdmved by an eructation, which, however,, 
is ^iposi^ie. 
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Stitch in the epigaf.trium, with dyspnceai aggra- 
vated by respiration, relieved by lying dowjn. 

Hypochondria. In the left hypochoodrium, 
stitches compelling to bend forward, worse on 
inspiration ; these are sharp, extending to the crista 
ilii, only on motion or inspiration. 

In the right, deep inwardly; sharp stitches at 
regiilar intervals, relieved by foil inspiration, recur- 
ring on expiration (evidently not inflammatory); 
stitch on making violent exertion only. 

A bdomcn. Flatulence ; audible rumbling and 
gurgling, attended occasionally by pain, and pre- 
ceding diarrhoea. 

In the umbilical region, cutting pain with chill, 
diarrhoea. Pinching pain, as if all the intestines were 
twisted up, with dyspnoea and great anxiety. The 
abdomen is sensitive to touch. This group is 
attended by flatulence, and followed by diarrhoea. 

In the abdominal ring, cutting and sticking, 
with protrusion of the old hernia. 

Stool. Spigelia produces irritation in the rectum, 
much tenesmus, without or after stool, increased 
discharge of thick mucus; and occasional stools 
consisting first of fzcces, solid or soft, and then of 
tough yellow mucus. 

Urinary Organs. Frequet^ tenesmus of the 
bladder, and copious discharge of urine with white 
sediment Also on externally {Messing the blad- 
der and on rising from a seat incontinence of 
urine^ fttilowed by burning in the urethra. 

Sexual Organs. Frequent erections with fostfol 
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thoughts, but uo sexual instinct Discharge of 
mucus from. Uie urethra at stool. 

Itching and burning in the right testis and in 
the penis. Tingling in the scrotum. 

Respiratory Organs. , Nasal catarrh, first dry, 
then fluent; discharge of bloody mucus from the 
nose. 

Nasal catarrh, with hoarseness and heat of die 
body, without .thirst or sweat Profuse coryza, 
headache and depression. 

The peculiarity of the Spigelia nasal catarrh is 
this r The discharge through the anterior nares is 
but slight while through the posterior nares into 
the pharynx it is great and constant and very 
sensibly felt Sometimes it is quite liquid, but gen- 
erally tough, .string)', and in such quantity as to 
threaten suffocation unless frequently removed by 
hawking. This prevents sleep at night,; trickling 
into the larynx, also, it causes a kind of suffocative 
cough. 

Cough. Spigelia is not prominent among the 
, cough-producing drugs. It .causes a spasmodic 
cough' which stops the breath; is provoked by a 
tickling deep in the trachea, is violent, dry and 
hollow, and is excited especially by stooping for- 


ward. 

Respirution. Several symptoms betray impeded 


rtssphatkm, the impediment seeming to result from 
various parts of 'the thorax, which 


ind^t^ent of respifation, tiiough aggravated 
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Chest. Pressure upon the chest in varknis 
localities, under the clavicle, over Ae center of die 
chest, over the whole chest, and ‘over the xiphoid 
cartilage. 

Stitches in various parts and on both sides, more 
frequent on the left side, from within outward ; 
aggravated by inspiration and by motion.. 

The following symptoms deserve special notice: 
Violent stitch in the left side, just under the heart, 
recurring periodically ; stitch “ iti the diaphragm” 
on the left side, so violent as to arrest respiration; 
dull stitches (Colchicum) synchronous with the 
pulse in the region in which the heart’s impulse is 
felt; stitches betweert this latter spot and. the epi- 
gastrium. These symptoms, together with the fol- 
lowing, which denote modified action of the heart, 
viz.: very violent pulsation of the heart, audible to 
the patient and visible to the by-stander ; violent 
palpitation and anxiety; tremulous motion of the 
heart; palpitation increased by sitting down and 
bending forward, and by* deep inspiration and 
retention of breath; palpitation as soon as he sits 
down after rising in the. morning-; and in the prae- 
coiidial region a heavy, painful pressing load, 
causing constrictioit and anxiety, with cutting and 
griping, as from wind in the -abdomen; — these two 
series of symptoms point clearly to an orgfanic 
afieqtion of the heart or pericardium, such as clini* 
cal experience K^s proved fo -find its curattye 
agent in Spigelia. 

Betck. In the ^ lumbar* dorsd and scapular 
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regions various stitching pains are noted, generally 
worse on' motion and inspiration, along with gen- 
eral latitude 

Extremities, Pains, aching, restlessness, isolated 
tingling ‘and numbness. Similar Sensations to those 
already described in other parts of the body. 

Upper Extremity. In the shoulder, arm and 
forearm, sticking and pressing pains, with a sen- 
sation of lassitude and weakness. The two symp- 
toms,, sensation in the forearm, as if the bones were 
compressed by tongs and the pressing, cutting, 
tearing pains in the wrist and finger joints, worse 
by motion, indicate the action of the drug upon 
the nervous and fibrous tissues respectively. The 
numbness and paleness of the hand (Symptom 381) 
does not indicate any variety of organic paralysis 
or depressed vegetation, but rather such a condition 
as results from pressure on a nerve, or when the 
hand, in popular phrase, “goes asleep.” . 

Lowfr Extremity. The action of the lower 
extremity is more decided and more definite. As 
in the upper extremity, we have lassitude, fine 
sticking pains and spasmodic twitching of individual 
muscles. In' addition, there is very great restless- 
ness of the limbs, especially at {light, preventing 
sleep and causing .constant motion and flexion and 
extension of die limbs ; this is attended by digging 
pain in, the left knee (Aurum, Rhus toxicodendron. 
Taraxacum, <Causticum). ,The knees are sensitive, 
and are pmnful when walking, and worse the longer^ 
the walk is continued. Luxated pain in knee, 
*5 
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causing limping ; sticking in the calf and pulsation in 
patella when knee is extended. Anklft; boring pain 
on flexion, as if tendons were too short; tearing 
stitches in the feet; soles sore when stepping. 

Sleep. • Frequent and great sleepiness, yet ina- 
bility to fall asleep until very late in the evening; 
sometimes from great restlessness of limbs. 

Sleep disturbed by lively dreams ; he is &tigued 
on waking; more tired in the morning than on 
going to bed. 

Fever. The entire paroxysm is often without 
thirst. Chill partial ; frequent sensation of heat in 
the body; none external 

Chill generally in the morning, partial and wan- 
dering, often not followed by heat; it starts from 
the epigastrium and extends to the back, head and 
upper extremities. 

During the heat, desire for external heat. The 
hands feel warm to each other but cold to the 
face; heat is partial. 

Disposition. Irritable," excitable, with depressed 
anxiety for the future, and despondency. . 

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS. 

Hahnemann remarks in his introduction to the 
proving of Spigelia (A. M. S. R., 5,238): 

“This annual plant, which was first u^d in. 
South America as a domestic cure for lumbricoides, 
became known to our physicians about eighty ye^ 
ago, who, however, have learned ance that tmte 0 
use it for nothing else than what the 
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negroes of the Antilles first taught them, viz., to 
expel the lumbricoides. 

“Yet let one only reflect that the accumulation of 
lumbricoides in the intestines is never an individual 
independent disease, but only a symptom of some 
other fundamental disease in man, and unless this be 
cured, the worms, although some may be driven away 
will yet perpetually re-appear in the intestines. 

“ It would therefore be foolish to use so 
extremely powerful a drug as Spigelia merely for 
the expulsion of worms, if this plant did not, at 
the same time, remove the disease which lies §.t 
the foundation of the existence of the worms. 
This it can do, as many cases show, in which the 
patients recover, even without, having passed a 
single worm. 

“ Spigelia, however, has short-sightedly enough 
been regarded and used only as an anthelmintic. 
When people know not how to devote this most 
precious remedy to a more important use (a few 
cina-seeds would do for this), they act as inappro- 
priately as they would do in applying a costly 
machine to do a trifling bit of work. The won- 
derful and many-sided power of this drug shows 
a much higher design for it than to bring a 
few worms from the intestine.” 

1. The chief indications are in semi-lateral 
neuralgic headaches involving the eye, chiefly the. 
left side. 

3. In prosopalgia, involving the eye, the zygo- 
m^ Hhc cheek, teeth and temple. ^ 
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3. In rheumatic sclerotitis. 

4. In pericarditis and endocarditis with stitches 
and violent pulsation. 

It comes after Aconite ; competes with Bryonia ; 
precedes Spongia and Lachesis, Arsenicum and 
Lithium. 



ATROPA BELLADONNA. 

DEADLY NIGHTSHADE. 

T he whole plant is used in medicine. It has 
always been known as a dangerous poison, 
classed among the “narcotics” or the “cerebral 
stimulants.” In the seventeenth century first used 
in medicine to resolve tumors and “cure cancer.” 

The herbivorous animals devour Belladonna with 
impunity. 

Cases of poisoning with Belladonna are abun- 
dant in medical literature. It is from a collation 
of these cases, along with a very thorough and 
exhaustive proving on the healthy subject by Hah- 
nemann and his pupils, that we derive our knowl- 
edge of its physiological action. 

As this drug is in very common use it may be 
well to make a minute and careful study of its 
action. . As a preliminaty, the following sketch of 
the action of a poisonous dose may be of interest; 

'*The eye became dry, Ae conjunctival vessels 
folly -inject^ ; there was a tot^ absence of lachry- 
maitioh, apd motion' was attended with a sense of^ 
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dryness and stiffness. The face was red and tur- 
gid, and the temperature and color of the surface 
considerably augmented. The face, upper extremi- 
ties and trunk exhibited a diffuse scarlet efflores- 
cence, studded with innumerable papillae very 
closely resembling the rash of. scarlatina The 
pulse was full, from 120 to 130. The feaing in 
the head was that of violent congestion, a full, 
ten.se, throbbing state of the cerebral vessels, — 
identically the same sensation that would be pro- 
duced by a ligature thrown ■ about the neck 
and impeding the return of the venous circu- 
lation. The tongue, mouth . and fauces were as 
devoid of moisture as if they had been composed 
of burnt .shoe-leather. .The secretions of the 
glands gf the mouth and of the, saliva were 'entirely 
suspended. A draught of water, instead of giving 
relief, seemed only to increase the unctuous clammy 
state of the mucous membrane. About the pharynx 
this sensation was most distressing. It induced a 
constant attempt at deglutition, and finally excited 
suffocation and spasms of the fauces and glottis, 
renewed at every effort to swallow. A little saliva, 
white and round like a ball of cotton, was now 
and then spat up. The power of Belladonna over 
the secretion of urine seems very great I am 
Confident I passed in the course of an hoar thre6 
pints of urine, accompanied by a slight ^trangliry 
ht the neck of the bladder.” 

This hasty description by an allopathic obsehrer 
corroborates the observations- of hom<£opathis&. 
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GENERAL ANALYSIS. 

The action of Belladonna on the system is so 
general and so complex as almost to defy analysis. 

1. On the vital forces of animal life, its action 
is preSminent The special senses are all affected 
as regards the intensity, and perverted as regards 
the character, of their function. The voluntary mus- 
cular system is affected, tonic and clonic spasm 
being produced. The involuntary muscular fiber is 
affected,, as we infer from relaxation or abnormal 
rigidity of tlie sphincters, dilatation of the iris, pal- 
pitation of the heart, etc., and throbbing of the 
arteries. The sensorium is eminently affected, 
delirium, illusions, exaltations, mania, stupor, being 
different phases of Belladonna poisonings. 

Yet, violent as this action is, we see no perma- 
nent paralyses. 

2. On the organic substance Belladonna acts 
■ less profoundly. No evidence of any dy.scrasia 

The skin is affected as by the scarlatinal eruption. 
The sub-cutaneous and sub-nrucous cellular tissues 
are inflamed, as also the true skin, — witness the 
erysipelas. The bladder *and the uterus, and also 
the lining membrane of the rectum, are structurally 
altered. , 

* 3. ' Sphere of action. Chiefly the skin and 

mucous membrane of mouth, fauces,- genito-urinary 
mgans-and the' eye; muscular System, nervous 
system in jeiVeiy branch. Digestive organs n^t 
nor the serous and osseous and fibrous’ 
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tissues. Glands eminently affected ; ovaries, parotid, 
lymphatic. Uterus and appendages also; skin, 
erysipelas. 

Periodicity not marked; cough worse at night 

Characteristics. Pains gradually increase till 
intolerable; then suddenly decline and re-appear 
elsewhere. Painful spots, sore on gentle pressure, 
yet tolerating firm pressure, as ischia and ovary. 
Always attended by red face, full, hard pulse, 
throbbing carotids, wild delirium. 

Head. Sensorium. i. Dizziness, as if all things 
were going round and swimming before the eyes, 
such as one feels after whirling around, with a 
turning in the epigastrium. It occurs also while 
walking, with incoherent rpcech. It occurs on 
moving and when at rest; is better in the open air 
and worse in the chamber. It is conjoined with 
feeling of stupidity in the head. 

2. Confusion of the senses a whole day; he 
knows not what he does; the whole head is con- 
fused. A feeling as if drunken ; as during a 
debauch, immediately after a meal. Confusion and 
dullness, as if a pressing cloud were drawn over the 
forehead. These are aggravated by alcohol and 
by motion. As concomitant symptoms, are noted 
swelling of the cervical glands and swollen, ted face. 

3. Indisposed to mental labor, feels unstrung. 

4. Perception confused ; he knows not whether 
he i^ asleep or awake; still he dreams; though 
awake. Elevated, deceptive, ffintasies;. he sees and 
he^ oi^ects not present, not existing.* 
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Primary action, probably to' excite and give 
fantasies. 

5. ■ Lies often unconscious; convulsions. 

6. Memory enfeebled during the headache; 
generally enfeebled. 

Headache distinctly marked. 

L Consider first the parts of the head affected : 

1. The whole head, by a feeling of heaviness 
and pressure, as if drunken, or pressed by a stone; 
a pressure as if the head were screwed together 
and made narrower, and a consequent feeling of 
pressure outward, as if the head would burst 
Altogether the mass of symptoms, however, relate 
to the forehead, orbits and temples; the right orbit 
and supra-orbital region being especially attacked. 
We find: 

2. In the forehead exclusively the heaviness 
and pressing pain. The pressing, as of a weight, 
is distinct and marked, pressing down so low as to 
hinder the opening of the eyes, with a feeling as 
if something had sunk down in the forehead. The 
pain affects the eyes also, which, from the intensity 
of the pain, are kept shut; they are painful to the 
touch. Pressing pain in the forehead and frontal 
eminences, ceasing occasionally only to return 
again wilb' greater intensity. This pressing is from 
within outward in a majority- of cases. This pain 
in die forehead is aggravated by motion, removed 
by lying down to recur on rising. Not affected 
^.|^ng, etc.; made worse by Ae qw:n air. ^ 

3. , In die orbits. Just oyer the orbits and just' 
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over the root of the nose, the pressing and pressing 
drawing pain is most intense (458). There is also 
a sticking and tearing and a drawing pressing from 
the temples to the orbits, especially on the right 
side. * 

4. In the vertex a single symptom, a digging 
and tearing pain and sensitiveness. 

II. The kinds of pain are various, being mov- 
able and stationary; the latter predominate. They 
are heaviness and pressing, which are felt in the 
whole head, but especially in the forehead. Gnaw- 
ing and throbbing, all felt more in the frontal than 
in other regions. 

The former are sticking, tearing and jerking 
pains. 

From within outward, as if the brain were too 
large. 

As concomitant symptoms, are noted, acuteness 
of the senses, eyes must be kept closed; great 
irritability about trifles. 

III. . Conditions. 

The symptoms are aggravated in general by — 

1. Stooping forward, which causes a feeling as 
if all would pass out through the forehead. 

2. Coughing or any sudden motion which 
shocks the head. 

3. Stepping when walking, he feels the brain 
quasi rise and fall with every step. 

4. Rising up, from sitting or reclining posture. 

Ameliorated by lying down and by bending 

backward. 
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In addition to this, throbbing of the vessels is 
a marked symptom of Belladonna, occurring in the 
head and whole body simultaneously. 

Heat in the head, redness of the face with the 
headaches: 

. Head. External. Heat of the head a con- 
stant symptom. The pains in the scalp and 
forehead are chiefly drawing and drawing together 
or contracting pain and a cramp-like, compressive 
pain. These occur chiefly in the right side of the 
head. The compressive, cramp-like pain occurs in 
the frontal eminence and draws downward over the 
zygoma to the inferior maxilla (a kind of neuralgia). 

The forehead itches and is sensitive to the 
lightest touch. 

Pimples occur on the temples, and the head 
dwells and the body is red. 

Face. All symptoms agree ; the face is red, hot 
and swollen. 

The redness is of various degrees, from a scar- 
let, confined to a small part of the cheek, to a 
detep, livid, bluish-red, pervading the whole face 
and invading the chest The heat is of various 
degrees, felt generally in the parts that are red, 
while in other parts, the Cheeks especially, there is 
boring and throbbing pain. 

The swelling may be scarcely perceptible, or 
intense, occupying cheeks, nose and lips ; hard and 
hot Aggravated by motion and touch, and accom- 
pmii^ by violent headaches, and by paleness ^d 
ojolness of the rest of the body. 
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Eyes. The eyes appear protruding, with greatly 
dilated, insensible pupils; under still more powerful 
doses the eyes are distorted, with red and swollen 
face ; they glisten and move convulsively with con- 
vulsive movements of the hands. Morbid changes 
are manifest. The eyes become injected, with 
pressing pains. They are inflamed, with enlarged 
veins and itching and sticking pains and increased 
lachrymatlon. The left caruncle is inflamed and 
suppurates, with burning pain, and a white vesicle 
forms on the left (much dilated) pupil. 

The sensations vary from those of slight con- 
gestion to those of violent inflammation; pressing, 
as when hard spring water gets into the eye; 
pressing deep in the orbit when the eye is closed ; 
these are attended by lachrymation. The pains are 
these sensations intensified, with the peculiar indi- 
cations of inflammation superadded. Pressing pain, 
as if the eyes were full of sand, compelling* to 
rub them ; and heat, as if they were surrounded by 
vapor. Pain, as if the eyes were tom out; then, 
again, as if they were pressed into the head; and 
in addition, a pain pressing from the forehead upon 
the eyes. Tearing pain in the eyes, proceeding 
from the left canthus. A biting in both eyes, with 
burning and sticking from without inward. Pain 
in the orbits, as if the eyes were torn out; some- 
times, again, as if they would be pressed into the 
head, with a pressure on the eyes coming from the 
forehead (456). Burning with itching; .desire to 
rub the eyes and relief thereby. 
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The secretion is early affected. First, a burning 
dryness, then involuntary lachrymation, with the 
pressing in the eyes. It is altered in character; 
the eyes are stuck together by pus in the morn- 
ing. 

Lids. The lids partake of the peculiar aspect 
of the eye ; they are dilated, stand wide open. 
Various sensations are noted, both nervous and 
inflammatory. Trembling and twitching; heaviness; 
they fall shut in the morning with lachrymation. 
Throbbing pain, with inflammation and ’lachryma- 
tion. Itching and sticking, relieved by rubbing ; 
painful to the touch. 

Sight. The sight is spewfically affected in a 
striking manner. Not only in degree but also in 
kind is the action of the optic nerve influenced. 

As to degree, i. e*, in sensibility, it is first in- 
tensified, photophobia; and second blunted, hence 
diminished vision with dilated, immovable pupils; 
can see nothing but ‘the white margin of the book, 
which appears black. As to kind, there are 
abnormal action and illusions.* As to the former, 
objects appear double. Objects when near at hand 
are not seen at all; when distant they appear 
double. They appear manifold, are seen obscurely 
aiid upside down. As to the latter, letters tremble, 
and are parti-colored, gold and blue. Bright red 
rings are seen around ,the candle. Flames and 
doiids appear. A white star is seen on the ceiling 
and light ’silver clouds. ^ 

. Mars. ExUmal. Various pains about the" 
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region of the ear involving the zygomatic region, 
the parotid gland, the maxillary articulation, the 
cartilage of the ear, and the muscles behind the 
ear down to the neck. 

These pains are, as to the zygomatic process, 
squeezing pressure on the left zygoma, tearing and 
drawing and pressure under the right zygoma. In 
the maxillary joint a .violent sticking extending into 
the ear, induced by chewing and continuing after 
chewing; fine stickings. In the parotid, stitches 
extending into the ear; violent stitch extending 
into the external ear, where it vanishes like a 
cramp, returning the same day at tlie same hour. 
In the cartilage of ear a tearing pain, and pressure 
in the lower and posterior part In the muscles 
behind the ear down the neck, pain as if strongly 
pressed; the same in musoles of forehead. See 
below, under internal ear. 

Meatus. Stitches in external meatus, unpleasant 
pressure like boring with finger, as if from 
pressure. 

Internal. Various sensations and pains. A 
pinching first in right, then in left ear, just after 
swallowing ; unpleasant feeling in right ear as if 
torn violently oht of head. Alternate tearing out 
and pressing in pain in ears and temples, altemat- 
ing with similar pains, in the orbits. Earache ia 
left ear, sharp shocks, with squeezing; in rig^t ear 
boring pain, pressing, tearing b^ind the right ear; 
a fiigidve stitch from ear to chin ; stitches also with 
eructations tasting of food. Drawing firom oai* to 
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nape. Violent pressure in mastoid process below 
ear and cutting shocks in it 

Secretion. Discharge of purulent moisture from 
the ears for twenty days. 

Sens€ of Hearings Sensibility. Deafness, with 
stitches in the ear. Increased sensibility (secondary 
probably, D.). Deafness as if a skin were stretched 
before the ear. 

Various Illusions of Hearing. First, noise of 
trumpets and rushing in the ears ; then a buzzing 
and humpiing, worst when sitting, better when 
standing . and lying, still better when walking. 
Rushing noise; with dizziness and bellyache. 
Morning, immediately after waking, a rushing and 
bubbling in front of the ears. 

General Complications, i. Of the ears and 
, temples pains with orbit-pains. 2. Pains in mus- 
cles of neck and occiput 3. Ear-pains with swal- 
lowing and eructations. 

Nose. In appearance the nose becomes suddenly 
red at the point, with burning sensation. V*ariou8 
pains and sensations are profl,uced. In the bones 
of the nose' a pressing pain just above the ala, 
pain as if beaten when touched ; aboye the left 
half of the nose a painful drawing, a tickling 
removed by rubbing ; in the point of the nose 
stitches throughout the night and burning with' 
suddoi. redness. 

Eruptioi^s appear on nose as well as lips, etc. 
At tJ»e root of die nose two small red pimples, 
painfiil only when touched, as if ulcerated; apd 
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cheeks and nose papules, which quickly ^11 with 
pus and cover themselves with a crust' 

Sense of Smell. Increased sensibility.; smell of 
smoke from tobacco and soot js intolerable.' Ab- 
normal smells as of rotten eggs j(early). 

Nostrils, Pains. Left nostril painjful,' ulcerated 
together in morning. Painful ulceration of’ nostrils 
just on the side where they join the lip. Nostrils 
and corner of lip . ulcerate, but neither itch nor 
pain. Epistaxis night and mbming. 

Lips. Majority of the symptoms are those of 
organic nature, eruptions or other cutaneous affec- 
tions. On the upper lip, papules ne^ the ala of 
the nose, covered with a cnist, and *a correspond- 
ing one on the lower lip, with a luting pain as ii 
from salt water. Papules itching when touched. 
On' lower lip burning pain' arid little vesicles;, 
between lip and chin pustules with burning pain, 
especially at night. In. the corner of the mouth 
ulc^ated spot with tearing pain ; > rawmess as if 
about to ulcerate. Little pale red papules painless. 
There are thus eruptions ^about the external sur- 
face of the lips; these*' are papular, running some- 
times into ulcers which covpr 'themselves with a 
crust The pains are dc^''ving, ifaaring, .bating and 
burning. In addition the- upper Up swells and 
becomes red. Functionally the** Ups ^ are affected, 
spasmpchc motions are obseryed,^ also distortions 
of, various degree and fcMlmlag; .at the mouth. 

Chin. Eniptiims as <M the lips,- with similar 
pains. 
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yaws. Symptoms r^rring to motion of the 
jaws, from sensation of spa^ up to absolute lock- 
jaw, resisting violent extraneous force. A large 
furuncle on the angle of jaw', hard and painless till 
touched. - 

Glands of N,eck. Drawing and tensive pains 
in the glands; the glands are swollen and painful 
at night, but not on swallowing (400—403). 

(403 “4 13*) Muscles of Neck. Spasmodic ten- 
sion and cramjp-likc sensation in the muscles of the 
neck (without motion). Actual spasm, the* head is 
drawn backward,' burying in th^j>illow, with draw- 
ing and pressing pains in the muscles of right side; 
stiffness of muscles. In the nape of the neck, close 
to the occiput,,' a' pressing pain not affected by 
motion; and lower down, about the second and tliird 
cervical vertebrae,, viplent frequent stitches by hold- 
ing head erect On the side of the neck, arterial 
pulsation is felt In the laryngeal region pressing 
sensation on the left side, increased by touch ,' fine 
stickings in throat-pit . 

Teeth. As a generality, • various symptoms 
taken from records, of poisoning in very high 
degree, whole milSculaf * system being excited to 
spasm. Gnashing of teeth, with • foaming at the 
mouth, smelling like foul eggs (epilepsy) and spasm 
of right arm; * 

Gums. Painful swelling on the right side, with 
fever and (diilliness. Vesicle under one of the front 
teeth, painful* Rs if burnt The ' gums are painful 

to the touch, as if ulcerated ; they are hot and 

16 
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throb, with pain in the throat Gums bleed easily 
by a decayed tooth, without pain. 

Toothache. Various kinds of pain,' the symp- 
toms being distinctly marked. The pains are 
variously characterized, according to their intensity; 
the majority are drawing; then tearing, jerkings, 
borings and soreness ; digging pains are also men- 
tioned. They occur for the most part in decayed 
teeth, and if severe, the pain extends to the whole 
row of teeth in that jaw on that side; the right 
side is affected by preference. If the pain is severe, 
or after it has lasted some time, the gums and 
cheek become swollen, painful and hot to the touch. 

The pain gradually rises in severity to a great 
height, and gradually subsides. 

It occurs chiefly at night, or, at least, is much 
worse at night, preventing sleep;, still, it never 
entirely ceases during the' day, to come again at 
night. It is aggravated by touch, by the open air, 
and after eating, although often during the act of 
eating it is relieved (perhaps because nervous sys- 
tem being affected attention is withdrawn). The 
chief complications are with pain in the ear. A 
violent toothache is attended by '^ticlcings in the 
ear; the pains seem, to shoot down from the ear to 
the teeth. 

. ^ 

Mouth. Sensation bf breadth and depth, as if 
the tongue were lower down diah bsual. 

Tongue. Various sensations,' as if lower down 
in the mouth than usual, as' If asleep^ numb or 
dead; or. edveted with fiir in the morning, and'«a 
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feeKng of coldness or dryness on the anterior half 
of the tongue. Various psuns; painful to the 
touch ; biting pain, as from a vesicle in the middle 
of the white-coated tongue ; on the tip, a feeling as 
of a vesicle, burning when touched. Fissured, white- 
coated ( 3 d Stapf); the papillae are of a deep red, 
inflauned and greatly enlarged ( 3 d Stapf). The 
tongue trembles and stutters. 

Speech. Stammering, weakness of speech, with 
full consciousness and dilated pupils. Paralytic 
weakness of speech organs. Difficult speech, dys- 
pnoea and weariness succeeding the anxiety. Speech 
difficult, the voice is piping. Low speech, attended 
by headaiche, as if brain were pressed out close 
over the orbits in the forehead, which prevents 
opening the eyes and compels to lie down, with 
very great contraM:tion of pupils. 

Secretion of Mucus and Saliva. Increased, with 
fissured, white tongue; increased and tenacious 
hanging and running out of the mouth. Much 
mucus, especially morning, son\etimes with a foul 
taste; thickened in the throat and like glue on the 
tongue ; he desires .to wet the mouth. In the morn- 
ing, full of mucus; he has to wash it out; 
disappears after eating. Slimy mouth after waking, 
with pressive headache. It is also diminished, at 
least in so ftu* as sensation goes; the mouth feels 
very dry; with irritable disposition, yet mouth and 
tongue are mmst to appearance; the lips are hot 
and scaly...^ f'' 

4T1wi libras aiid ‘ saliva are more frequendy 
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altered; thus, the saliva becomes tenacious, yellow- 
ish white, coating the tongue, tenacious, thick like 
glue;, he thinks it must smell offensively to other's. 
In connection, it may be observed that the orifice 
of Steno’s duct is painful as if abraded. 

In the whole mouth and throat dryness, witii 
stickiness and great thirst; the dryness is so great 
it seems to constrict the larynx and fauces, yet he 
can swallow liquids, and in most cases the tongue, 
although feeling as if dry, is really moist 

It is to be , remarked that the tenacious foul and 
foul-smelling slime is found in the mouth chiefly in 
the morning, removed by eating, etc. 

Throat in General. A marked affection. First 
as to the parts affected. 

Fauces in General. Various pains, sensation of 
dryness and burning in the' throat and on the 
tongue, not relieved by drinking, but diminished 
for a moment by sugar. Notwithstanding this feel- 
ing of dryness the tongue is moist ; even food and 
drink cause a burning as of alcohol in the mouth. 
(The roof of mouth and palate as if sore and 
excoriated ; painful when touched by tongue and 
when chewing, as if skin were off ; and on swal- 
lowing, a scraped feeling as if raw.) 

Tearing on the inner surface of comer of left 
maxilla, in left tonsil and behind it,’ not affected 
by touch, worse by swallowing. . * ' 

Sticking pain in the phai^x, and pain as if 
from internal swelling, felt only when swallowing 
and on turning the . head and by feeling the 
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of throat, not during repose or speech ; violent 
sticking on swallowing or breathing. Stickings on 
lelt'side, equally when swallowing and when not 
doing so. 

Scraping, soreness and constriction, with heat 
about the throat 

An internal swelling is felt, especially on swal- 
lowing and on external touch. 

Throat in general is sore, more on the left side; 
worse on swallowing and spitting; feeling of in- 
ternal swelling. (499, 500-503, 512, 515-517*) 

Throat feels constricted, violent constriction of 
throat and oesophagus hindering deglutition ; pain- 
ful narrowing and constriction of the throat with 
tension and straining on every motion like swal- 
lowing, even if nothing is swallowed ; even when 
really swallowing it is not more painful. (516.) 
The feeling of constriction is in itself painful. On 
swallowing, a feeling in the throat as if everything 
were too narrow and constricted so that nothing 
would pass down. 

Tonsils. Fine tearing in the left tonsil, not 
affected by touch, worse by swallowing. (492, 507.) 
Inflammation of the tonsils, going on in four days 
to suppuration ; during these days he could swallow 
nothing. 

(Esophagus. Sensation of constriction, both 
painful in itself and painful on swallowing and 
breathing. (513. 5*7*) 

Epiglottis. A scratching pain in the region of • 
du^epiglottis, as if it were raw and sore, following 
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immediately after a constriction of the cesophagus 
(which constriction is excited chiefly by swallowing.) 

Second, as to the functions particularly mochfled: 
I. Vegetative. 

Deglutition. Increased activity. There is a con- 
stant inclination to swallow, a feeling as if he would 
suffocate if he did not swallow. 

Difficult, yet painless. This is observed in one 
case. Not so frequent, however, as difficult and 
painful on account of constriction, soreness and 
internal swelling. Difficult to swallow solid food. 
He chews food without swallowing it on account 
of constriction. 

Frequent sticking fingers in throat and feeling 
the neck while unconscious ; and hydrophobia. 
(These symptoms arc quoted from allopathic au- 
thorities.) 

When the throat symptoms occur only on one 
side, they prefer the left. 

They occur: i. Only when swallowing. 2. 
When turning the head. 3. On external pressure. 
4. When breathing deeply. 

They are aggravated by: i. Touch. 2. Swal- 
lowing. Ameliorated by: i. Sugar. 2. Repose. 

Taste. The sense of taste may remain natural 
and be diminished in sensibility, as we find to be 
the case ; or its perceptions may be abnormal ; thus 
there is a flat, a putrid, a nauseous taste in the 
mouth ; the saliva tastes as if spoiled ; (here is a 
foul taste after having eaten, like taste of spoiled 
meat A foul taste comes out from the pharyn^ as 
well when eating wd drinking, although food mid 
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drink have their normal taste ; a moderately sweet 
taste ; a sticky taste ; a saltish sour taste. It is to 
be noted that in part these abnormal phenomena 
depend upon the inflammation of the pharynx, ton- 
sils and salivary glands, which Belladonna evidently 
induces, and which alters their several secretions. 
This alteration is perceptible to the taste, which 
itself is normal. Again it h noticed that, in the 
other case of abnormal' taste, the tongue remains 
clean. Evidently, then, the symptoms do not result 
from indigestion (/. e., the sense of taste, being 
normal, does not perceive the abnormal taste of 
secretions modified by indigestion; no doubt the 
sense of taste as a nervous function is modified, its 
perceptions distorted.) 

Taste of Food. Food tastes salt ; at first it tastes 
right, then, all at once, it tastes partly salt, partly 
tasteless and flat, with a feeling in throat as if it 
did not go down. 

Taste of Bread. Smells and tastes sour, very 
sour; and after eating it, a kind of heart-burn. 
Taste of coffee repugnant Camphor nauseates. 

Appetite. Many of the phenomena are rather 
nervous than due to organic derangement 

1. Especial loss. 2. General loss. 3. Gen- 
oal increase. 4. Peculiarities. 

Repugnance to milk ; it has a nauseous smell 
and bitter, sour taste : lost by continued drinking. 

Rqpugnance to food. Total repugnance to all 
food and drink, with frequent weak pulse. Repug- 
nance to beer. * 

R^ugnance to acids, and especially to meat ; 
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loss of appetite, entire and long continued; emy- 
thing nauseates, especially after smoking. Loss of 
appetite, with feeling of emptiness and hungar; if 
he begins to eat, everything tastes well and he 
eats as usual. (Again, the loss of appetite is 
rather a nervous phenomenon.) Appetite only for 
bread and soup. 

Increased appetite f 

Thirst. Loss of thirst. Entire thirstlessnesa. 
Abnormal. Greediness to drink, without appetite 
to do so ; he brings the vessel to his lips and then 
sets it down again. Great thirst evening, with 
watery taste, but all drink nauseates him.* Great 
thirst for cold drinks, while yet there is no heat 
about the body. Thirst at noon (for several days 
together). 

After Eating. After eating a little, a constricted 
feeling in the stomach ; cough and great thirst ; a 
kind of drunkenness; pinching. below the umbilicus, 
close under the abdominal walls ; bitter eructations. 

After Drinking. After drinking beer, inward 
heat; after drinking, nausea. 

Gastric Eructations. Frequent eructations, bitter 
and putrid, after eating; these are often incomplete; 
a half hiccough, often a mere vain endeavor ; suc- 
ceeded often by the raising of a burning, sour 
acrid fluid and a kind of straining to vomit, with 
giddiness. (See 526.) The nausea is felt in the 
throat and not in stomach. A burning on the 
upper edge of the larynx, and a biting at die 
upper pharynx. 
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jVausea. Nausea felt in throat only. Qualm- 
ishness ' after break&st and on going into open 
• air; nmisea in the stomach, with inclination to 
vomit and great thirst, and with eructations. 

Vomiting. As a rule difficult and scanty ; 
rather a great retching, with sweat 

Hiccough. A mixture of eructation and hic- 
cough; hiccough followed by'spasm of head and 
extremities; alternately of right arm and left leg; 
thirst redness and heat 

Epigastrium. Painless throbbing; occasional 

pain, especially a great pressure after eating. 

Stomach. Sensation of pressing is the most 
constant symptom ; violent pressure occurring, for 
the most part after eating ; or else aggravated by 
eating. It occurs at times only when walk- 

ing, and compels one to go slowly. Fullness 
in pit of stomach and under tlie short ribs, 
as if gas were pent up there, relieved by 

flatulent emissions, which increase the nausea ; 
on stooping the fullness is greater, with blackness 
before the eyes. Distention, with tensive pain 

evening in bed. The pains are chiefly cramp -like, 
during every meal ; a pain of contraction after a 
moderate meal ; sticking pains in epigastrium, some- 
times so violent as to compel him to bend the 
body backward and hold his breath; and burning 
fek botii in epigastrium and abdomen (these symp- 
toms are doubtful). 

Ahdcfmn. Various pmns and sensations in the 
whi^ abdomen in general (allopathic records); 
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cutting pain. Tensive, spasmodic pain from thorax 
down to hypogastrium, not permitting the least 
motion of the body. Drawing-in pain with press- , 
ure, occurring when lying down. Pinching pain, 
compelling one to sit all crouched up and bent for- 
ward, with an unavailing desire for stool and subse- 
quent vomiting ; pinching in the intestines ; pinching 
across the upper abdomen, and down the left side, 
as if in - the colon ; pinching, with rumbling. 

Pressure like a stone, together with pain in the 
loins; pressing pain, as from a hard burden, only 
when walking and standing, always relieved by 
sitting. Pinching, clawing, grasping, as if seized 
up with talons, in a .spot in the abdomen. 

Distention and rumbling. (See Flatus.) 

Hypochondria. In the hypochondria a pressing 
outward and pain, whenever pressure is made upon 
the epigastrium. 

Distention. Right. Violent constricting pain 4n 
right hypochondrium, with sharp sticking thence 
through right thorax out to the axilla. 

Pinching cutting, so that he cannot rise’ from 
his seat Dull stitches about the last ribs. 

Left. A pressing cutting, when lying quietly 
on the left side, morning, in bed, relieved by lying 
on the other side. 

Umbilical Zotu. Various sensations and pauns, 
the greater part of which are refeifred .to a region 
immediately below the umbilicus. 

Sensation as if the intestines were pressing out- 
ward, mostly when standing.' 
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A pressing sticking paun in the umbilical region. 

Constricting pain under the umbilicus, simulta- 
neously with a feeling of distention in the abdomen; 
the pains come in jerks and double one up. This 
pain compels to crouch forward. Drawing up in a 
knot of the abdomen, as if a coil or lump were 
forming. A most painful grasping together in the 
umbilical region; it seems to come from the sides 
and^ concentrate about the navel. 

Dull stickings. 

Right. Violent stickings, as with a dull knife 
between the right hip and the umbilicus. 

Cutting sticking over left hip to loins. 

Hypogastrium. Sensations attributable not only 
to intestines but also to genito-urinary organs. 

Pressing, like a heavy load, very low in hypo- 
gastrium. 

Violent cutting pain, now here now there ; more 
violent on left side. 

Cramp-like, constricting pain in the intestines, 
lying very deep in hypogastrium, alternating with 
dull stitches or jerkings toward perinaeum. 

Violent tensive, pressing pain in whole hypo- 
gastrium, especially in pubic region, as if hypogas- 
trium were spasmodically constricted, sometimes as 
if it were distended (not really so) ; pains which 
gradually increase and gradually diminish. 

. : yk4ent pinching deep in hypogastrium, aggra- 
vatecl by drawing in the hypogastrium and by bend- 
^ ^ trunk to the, left side. 
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Loins. Pain, with pressure, as of a stone in 
the abdomen. 

A sticking cutting goes from the umbilical 
region, over the left hip around to Ae lumbar 
vertebrae, as if in a single stroke, and is more 
painful in the back. 

Flatus. .Distention and rumbling. 

External abdomen sensitive. Whole abdomen 
painful, as if raw and sore. 

Heat in abdomen and thorax. 

Itching sticking around navel, better by rubbing. 

Stool. Irritation of various intensity, inducing 
altered secretion and spasmodic action. Sensation 
in the abdomen as if diarrhoea were about to set 
in, with heat in the abdomen. The primary effect 
seems to be the production of a slight diarrhoea; 
pappy stool mixed with slime ; green stools with 
enuresis and sweat (not inflammatory); several 
watery stools immediately after a copious sweat. 
Then the stools become less copious but tlie irrita- 
tion is increased. At first soft diarrhoeic stools, 
then more frequent desire for stool, but very scanty 
evacuations or none at all. Also, desire for stool 
becomes very frequent and violent, Inducing strain- 
ing, etc. ; desire for stool, which is thinner but 
normal in quantity; frequent thin stool with te- 
nesmus; he must go to stool every quarter of 
an hour; has to go to stool constantly; as the> 
tenesifiius increases the discharge diminishes; te- 
nesmus.; scanty diarrhoeic discharge, followed by 
increased tenesmus ; frequent teaiesmus without 
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evacuation; tenesmus without evacuation, followed 
by vomiting. , 

Constant tenesmus, a pressing and Urging 
toward anus and genitals, alternating with painful 
constriction of anus. 

During stool, a shudder; a kind of chill. 

After stool, increased tenesmus immediately. 

ChaTacter of Stool, i. Consistence, pappy, 
mixed with slime ; diarrhoeic, alternating with head- 
ache; or with nausea and pressure in the stomach; 
granular, yellow and somewhat slimy ; watery, im- 
mediately after copious sweat ; at first soft and 
diarrhoeic, then frequent tenesmus but little or no 
evacuation ; sometimes hard. 2. Color : yellow, 
white, like chalk; green, with enuresis and sweat. 
3. Smell, sour. 

Rectum. Pressing toward the anus ; constrictive 
pain, followed by soreness in the abdomen ; quick, 
slimy diarrhoea and unavailing tenesmus; single 
stitches. 

Itching, and at the same time constriction sen- 
sation ; itching low in rectum’ ; violent painful 
itching in rectum and anus; pleasant tingling in 
lower part. 

Anus, Internal itching, violent, sudden and, 
painful 

External itching when walking in open air. 

Haenu>rrhage several days in succession from 
hauTOrrhoidal veins. 

Sphincter relaxation ; involuntary discharges (last 
act^ 111 complete, intoxication); spasmodic con- 
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traction. (See under Stool “ constriction and con- 
strictive pains.”) 

Urinary Organs, r. Pains and sensations. 2. 
Function. 3. Excretions. 

1. Pains and Sensations. Twisting and turning 
in 'the bladder, as by a great worm, without a 
desire to urinate. Dull pressure in region of blad- 
der. 

2. Function. Discharge suppressed; the first 
effect seems to be a retention. 

The evacuation is difficult ; occurs only in drops 
(secondary). This symptom is attributed to allo- 
pathic observers. The most striking noted by a 
prover, and probably the first, is frequent desire, 
but evacuation of a very small quantity at a time; 
the character of the urine is normal, hence the 
effect of the drug has been, merely to produce 
spasm. 

Involuntary discharge during sleep and at other 
times; this symptom is noted by Hahnemann as 
’ well as by allopathists ; it is spasm, perhaps, of 
long fibers. 

Complications. During urination, drawing in 
left seminal cord. After urination, biting in edge 
of prepuce. 

3. Excretions. Urine. Quantity diminished 
according to Hahnemann. 

Increased, according to allopadiic authorities 
Character. Turbid and yellow; turbid with red 
setfiment (Hahnemann.) 

Cokir. YeHqw and clear; whU^L White widi 
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white sediment, turbid with red sediment (both 
Hahnemann). 

Genital Organs, i. Pains, and sensations gener- 
ally. Violent straining and pressing toward genitals 
as if all would fall out; worse by sitting crooked 
and walking; better by standing and sitting erect. 
Violent stitches in pubic region as if in internal 
genitals. 

Prepiue. Drawn back, with unpleasant sensa- 
tion in exposed glans. 

Urethra. Stitches, length of it, from bulb to 
orifice, while walking. 

Dull stitches behind the glans, especially during 
motion. 

Seminal Cords. Repeated tearing upward in 
left cbrd, evening in bed before sleeping. 

Drawing during micturition. 

Testes. They are drawn up, with great sticking 
pains in them. 

Semen, i. Nocturnal discharge, from relaxed 
penis. 2. Repeated in one night and without las- 
civious dreams. 

Sexual Instinct. Lost entirely. 

Menses. Before : lassitude, abdominal pain, ano- 
rexia. During ; sweat on chest, yawning and 
crawling chilk, anxiety about heart, great thirst, 
cramp-like tearing here and there in back and 
arms. Too early and too copious. 

Leueorrheea. White, after pressing as if all 
would fidl out with distention, and then a drawings) 
mgether in abdomen, with abdominal pain. 
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Respiratory System. Sneezing. Repeated attacks. 

Obstruction of Nose. Nose now obstructed, 
now discharging water. 

Catarrh. With the cough of Belladonna, one- 
sided catarrh with stinking smell like herring-brine, 
e.specially on blowing the nose. 

Larytfx and Trachea. Hoarseness. Voice rough 
and hoarse. 

Cough. The cough is, for the most part, a 
dry, hacking cough, violent, in repeated attacks at 
short intervals ; the violence of tlie mechanical 
action being apparently out of proportion in its 
intensity to the gravity of the organic affection. 
Spasmodic cough, as if something had fallen into 
the bronchia, or dust had lodged in the larynx. A 
constant inclination to cough. The cough is often 
accompanied by feeling of dryness and tightness in 
the chest and in the upper parts of the air-tube!>, 
and is sometimes induced by these sensations. It 
occurs (at noon, once) in the morning, both early 
and after rising; and at evening after retiring; 
and on through , the night, waking from sleep. It 
is to be observed that it is the spasmodic cough, 
violent, which occurs at night, while the morning 
cough is less violent, and is ' ''attended by an 
expectoration of mucus resembling pus (the accu- 
mulation of the night, the affection being in a more 
advanced stage). The aggravation in the Gening, 
after lying down, is marked. 

Expectoration. Tenacious saliva, mucus resemr 
blihg pus, bloody mucus. 
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Exdtipg Causes. The cough is excited by the 
lightest irritating cause ; even by every inspiration ; 
by sensation as if he had dust in the throat, or 
something in the bronchia; by a tickling in the 
back of the larynx (this cough is a violent, dry, 
irritating cough) ; by a tightness in the chest ; by 
a feeling as if something lay at the epigastrium. 

Complications. During th# night-cough he 
grinds his teeth. Needle-stickings in the left side 
under the ribs. A violent pressing pain in nape 
of neck as if it would break in pieces. 

Respiration. Difficult and oppressed ; the acts 
of respiration are energetic, small, frequent and 
anxious ; increased difficulty from coffee-drinking ; 
from a pressure in epigastrium. * 

Cfust. Sensations and pains. Pressing upon 
chest about region of epigastrium, impeding respi- 
ration, whereupon nausea rises up into the throat, 
with faintness; tliese alternate. 

A cramjP-like constriction in ej>igastric regidn 
compelling to breathe deeply, walking. Violent 
constriction as if the chest would be pressed to- 
gether from both sides. Violent constriction not 
relieved by voluntary coughing ; difficult inspiration 
as if hindered by mucus in bronchi ; at same time 
a burning in chest 

Burning. Heat rises suddenly from abdomen 
in chest quickly passing away. 

Sticking pains in various parts of the chest 
brought on and aggravated by coughing, yawning, 
and by motion generally, but not affected by res- 

17 
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piration. They occur most frequently on the right 
side, and on that side under the clavicle from 
before backward, under the right arm (checking 
respiration). On left side they occur from sternum 
to axilla. Sticking pains, too, are felt in the ex- 
ternal coverings of the thorax. Pressing pains o^ 
the cartilages of the left side ; worse on respiration. 
Pressing in the Aest and between the scapulae, 
with dyspnoea, when walking and sitting. Oppres- 
sion in right chest, causing anxiety. 

Heart. Pains and sensations. Throbbing pain 
And pressing unrest and anxiety. Irregular action. 
A kind of hiccough of the heart on going upstairs. 

External Chest. Eruptions. Painful vesicles 
over^the sternum. Small dark-red spots on chest 
and thighs. On left mamma little scattered pap- 
ules ; itching, relieved by rubbing. 

Mammce. Into the breasts of a woman not 
enceinte, milk enters ; it runs out ; on Jeft mamma 
little scattered papules, relieved by rubbing. 

Pelvic Region Generally. A dull sensitive draw- 
ing in the whole circumference of pelvis; it goes 
alternately from sacram to pubes. 

. The ischia are painful; feel as if without flesh; 
still they feel better when prover sits hard than 
when softly (characteristic). 

In the crest of ilium over the hips a pain as of 
a sharp body cutting out, when- he rises from seat 

Sacrum an^ Coccyx. In sacrum and coccyx am 
extremely ‘painful cramp-paun; he can sit only a 
short dine; becomes by skting ^te stiff,, amd can 
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then not rise again on account of pain ; cannot even 
lie well and has to turn to the other side amid 
great pain; cannot at all lie on his back; most 
relieved by standing and slowly walking about, but 
quick walking is impossible. 

^ Loins, Spasmodic sensation in left lumbar 
region. 

Bcuk Generally, Vertebral dblumn; Pains and 
sensations. Pressing pain on the left side under 
the false ribs. Sticking and gnawing pain in 
vertebral column generally ; gnawing pain, witli 
cough. Cramp-like, pressing sensation in middle of 
column, which becomes tense on becoming erect. 

Vertebral column and back: Right side, pain as 
if dislocated or sprained. 

Vertebra. Sticking from without inward, as if 
with a knife. < 

Scapula, Left:. Pressing pain under it^ rather 
toward outside. Right: Fine stitches. Between: 
Pain as if from a sprain. Repeated stitches, a.s if 
electrie^ from the left to the right scapula. Violent 
drawing between scapulae, down the back. Between 
right and vertebral column, drawing pain ; cramp- 
pain, almost a pinching. 

. External Back. Back, and especially the scap- 
ulae, covered 'with large red papules; whole skin 
looks red amd feels sore to touch, but in the points 
of idle' .papules au^ fine sticking pains. Itching 
j^ption on right scapula, tickling left 
JkN^Pe. Painful stiffness between scapulae an<l. 
iit'<napi^ on, tumhig throat amd head either way; 
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Pressing pain externally in neck and throat on 
bending head backward and on touch. 

Exterftally. Swelling of the glands, in the nape, 
with confusion of the head. Papules on nape and 
arm; fill with pus and form a crust 

Upper Extremities. Axilla. Left: Painfi^ 
swelling of the glands. 

Arm Generally. Motion: Stretching, twisting 
and turning of upper extremities. Motion convul- 
sive. Spasm of right arm, with ghashing of teeth. 
Jerking in right arm. Drawing down in muscles 
of right arm, and when down a jerking upward 
toward shoulder. Convulsive shuddering. Tonic 
spasm (allopathic observations). 

Sensation. Lassitude; especially in hands, which 
he leaves hanging down. Heaviness and paralysis, 
especially of left arm. Paralytic pressure and par- 
alytic sensation and weakness in left arm. 

Pains. Tearing pain, as if too short; stiffness; 
tearing pains; drawing pains; pains as if beaten. 

Externally. Sensation; Crawling, as of a fly, 
not relieved by rubbing. 

Eruption. Papule under each elbow, dull red, 
no sensation nor suppuration. 

Elbow. Rumbling (Kollem) as of water or 
blood running through the veins. Pains. Cutting 
pains inwardly, when walking. Sharp stitches 
externally. Paralytic drawing pains in elbow and 
in fingers of Jpft hand. * , 

Forearm. Fine stitches in left forearm. DKill 
sticking in- middle of inner forearm, becoming 
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g^radually worse and at last very violent. Cutting, 

tearing pain. 

Carpus^ Paralytic tearing in the carpal bones. 

Metacarpus. Sticking tearing in the bone of 
left metacarpus. , 

^ Hands Generally. Copious cold sweat ; swell- 
ing; painless stiffness, hindering flexion as if joints 
were dry. 

Fingers. Painful drawing in periosteum. Tear- 
ing cutting. " , 

Externally. Little«red spots on dorsa, vanishing 
quickly. Finger, vesicle with painful inflammation. 
Pustule close to nail. 

Lower Extremitios Generally. Motion : Stretch- 
ing, he is obliged to extend the limb. Paralysis 
with nausea, trembling anxiety (from allopathic 
authorities). 

Sensations. Soreness on inside of limb ; sensa- 
tion as if beaten or rotten in whole limb, with 
sticking and gnawing in the bones, with great 
tearing in the joints ; this gradually rises from the 
feet to the hip, relieved by motion and walking: 
weariness and heaviness of the limbs a marked 
symptom, with drawing pain, a paralytic sensation. 

Iliac Region and Joint. Cramp pain with 
tendon in the glutaei when stooping. In the hip- 
pint (right) a cold feeling; transient, sticking pain 
boA. during rest and motion; paralytic tension 
whm walking, as if luxated. Left : IJjjin with limp- 
ingii (adlopathic), also nervous. Right : Pain when „ 
lying Oft it; relieved by turning to lie on left hip. 
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Thigh. Excessive heaviness Rnd stifiness 
when walking ; heaviness when sitting'; sdeking 
pain, as from a knife in middle of • thigh, 
rather behind (after dinner) ; sticking cutting 
in exterior muscles of right thigh, just above the 
knee, only when sitting; cutting, jerking tearing in 
posterior muscles of left thigh when sitting; draw- 
ing pain outward toward skin at a small spot inside 
left thigh ; throbbing spot inside of left thigh. 

Knee. Violent pains ; unpleasant sensations, 
especially in knee and in * other joints of lower 
extremities, as if they would “click” when walking 
and descending. 

Aboz'e. Tingling, quivering sensation when sit- 
ting. 

Patella. Right: Cramp pain near patella, from 
within outward; sitting, pressing sticking while 
sitting. Left: Needle stickings under patella, sitting. 

Hollow. Motion : Stiffness on motion, as if 
external (and sometimes the internal) hamstrings 
were too short; in thigh muscles, jerking upward 
and pains. Right: Squeezing and pressing pains. 
Left: Dull sticking. 

Leg Generally. Motion: Has to stretch out 
the foot from horrid pain in leg. 

Sensations. Paralytic lassh^de in both legs, 
and especially in calves on going upstairs; trem- 
bling heaviness of right leg whto it is cross^ over 
the left; a drawing-up sensation, which is extomally 
a mere crawling, but internally is innumerable 
stitches. 
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Legs. Pains: Stitches, painful from foot to knee 
(when stepping with left foot) ; cutting drawing, 
first in a little . spot on the feet, then through the 
leg and thigh to the loins and shoulder; com- 
pressed and dull tearing, especially at night, 
relieved I'v han dner t!io leaf out cf bed; a dull 
burning tearing up the leg through the inner 
hamstring. 

Shin. Tearing- in shin-bone; in right shin- 
bone, with pressing asunder sensation. Left: Press- 
ing when standing. 

Calf. Left: Sharp sticking from below upward; 
cramp on bending the leg, evening in bed, relieved 
by stretching out the thigh ; tearing pain inside, 
not affected by motion or touch. 

Feet. ExternUlly. Sweat without warmth ; 
excoriating itching, soles and dorsa; itching, swell- 
ing of the feet 

Sensations, yoints. Right: Tension on walk- 
ing; pain in metatarsus, as if luxated on walking 
and bending inward die sole; tearing in the great 
toe joint 

Sole. Cramp, evening in bed on bending up 
the knee; burning and digging. 

Pains. Dorsa. Dull stickings when sitting, 
not affected by external pressure. 

Soles. Heat ; boring digging, pains. 

Heel Tension 'in right sole in. the region of 
the heel, becoming a tensive pressure, relieved for 
a while by pressure. 

Tendo A chillis. Boring or. tearing sticking. 
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Generalities. Motion:* Constant disposition to 
stretch, evening ; pain prevents ^ 

Pain advances gradually to a very high pitch ; 
then suddenly vanishes and re-appears in another 
spot; sudden horrid pain in one side of chest, 
abdomen, loins or in one elbow, especially during 
sleep, compelling to crook the part. 

Aggravations. All symptoms aggravated after- 
noon (three and four p. m.) ; more tolerable 
forenoon ; gnawing- pain in. affected parts. 

Sensitive to touch ; parts where sticking 
pains have been afe very sore; crawling, tearing, 
sticking, itching, here and there, in evening in. bed; 
after rubbing a tearing pain remains. 

Glands. Boring pain in the affected glands. 

Skin. Ulcers. Burning pain, almost only at 
night (six p. m. to six a. m.), as if something 
would be pressed out; the parts as if lame and 
stiff ; violent itching; cutting pain during rest, 
tearing during motion of the part ; soreness around 
ulcer. 

Discharge almost nothing but bloody serum. 

Spasm. Spasmodic laughter; convulsive move- 
ments of the extremities, subsultus tendinum, etc., 
are attributed to Belladonna by allopathic authorities. 
Slight vexation induces convulsive paroxysms; he 
inclines to run up the walls ; convulsive movements 
oh waking. ^ * . • ' 

Under title Sleep, frequent mention will be 
made of convulsive motion on waking and during 
sleep. ‘ ' 
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Hestlessness. He has constantly to change the 
position of limbs and body, especially hands and 
feet; trembling in all his limbs. 

Lassitude. Disinclination to work; lassitude 
generally, and in morning after a sleep, whether 
long and heavy or interrupted by dreams, forgotten 
or not; feebleness of hands and feet; uncertain 
step, the knees* give way. 

Paralysis. Paralytic weakness of all limbs, 
especially of the feet. Allopathic authors quote 
complete paralysis of left side, arm and thigh; 
stiffness and paralysis of the extremities and whole 
body. 

Syncope. Complete. Allopaths quote an entire 
apoplectic condition. ^ 

Sleep. Sleepiness; stupidity compelling sleep, 
which lasts about ninety minutes; after it great 
hunger, with great burning heat In mouth ; no 
thirst; foul breath on coughing; great sleepiness 
with yawning; afternoon, sleepiness with yawning 
and stretching, and eyes filled with water; sleepi- 
ness at night, with inability to sleep, or starting 
up in a fright at the moment of falling asleep. 

'Going to Sleep. Starting up in a fright, the 
feet jerking, upward and the head forward; always, 
on going to sleep, waking and starting with fright. 
Just at time when he usually goes to sleep he lies 
long without knowing whether . he is awake or is 
du MMufug ; in evening it seems as if the bed swims. 

Time. Genei^ly 'late; sometimes early, and, 
wak^g «irly, ' refr^hed for time only. 
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Sleep. Restless sleep before midnight, tossing 
and talking in the sleep ; restless, being fufl . of 
dreams about men or about business; restless, the 
pains become unendurable, with frightful dreams; 
restless, he wakes frequently, tossing and c^not 
sleep again; heavy, with anxious dreams which he 
cannot recall; he even hears himself cry out from 
fright and yet does not awake; when waked by 
coughing, he goes to sleep again immediately, yet 
in the morning is unrefreshed, with lassitude. 
During sleep, starting continually; singing and loud 
speaking. 

Complicaiion. Whether asleep or awake, inter- 
ruption of the respiration; the respiratory act lasts 
only half as long as the p|use; expiration follows 
suddenly ' and convulsively, and is louder than 
inspiration; inspiration only a little longer than 
expiration. 

Dreams. Many dreams about men and business; 
many which are not remembered, they take the 
refreshment from sleep; not many until toward 
morning. Character: Lively dreams ; fearful, waking 
him with starting and a cry of murder and robbers; 
dreams with aggravation of the pains. 

Waking during sleep; he awakes full of alarm 
and fear, as if something under the bed had cried 
out with dry heat; waking, with fearful dreams, 
with sweat on foreljiead and praecordia * 

Waking morning ;' bad humor, headache and las- 
situde ; headache over die eyes, like a weight in thtt 
head, and pain in the eyes wl^n touched; sle^in^^ 
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Sleeplessmss. Great sleeplessness for several 
ni^ts in succession, from anxiety, with drawing 
pains in the limbs; sleeplessness from phantasies 
which hold her attention. 

Fever. Allopathic authorities mention 'paroxysnLS 
of fever, commencing generally in the night after 
midnight or in the morning, accompanied by very 
great thirst, which is greatest aftei; the sweat iThe 
sweat is copious. 

(1178-1194.) Hahnemann also describes par- 
oxysms: These occur in the afternoon or evening; 
very severe chill; two hours after,' heat and general 
sweat without thirst during either chill or heat; 
the heat is especially great about the head and in 
the face, and is often , attended by dizziness; fre- 
quent attacks of fever during the day; chill, 
followed by general heat and sweat without thirst 
during either stage. 

Chill, Paleness and coldness; ice-cold hands, 
dull headache and depression ; coldness of the whole 
body, especially of the feet (with headache, congestio 
ad caput)^ with swollen, red face and hot head, 
pain in ears, etc.; cold, beginning in the back and 
epigastrium or in both arms, and going over the 
whole body. 

Shudder in various parts, with heat in others; 
with heat in ears and head and face and nose; 
swollen face. 

Sweat of feet 

Chill excited by evety breath of air, yet air, in 
. othntr respects, is agreeable. 
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Heat. Allopathic authors mention violent burn- 
ing heat, both internal and external; . re’d face; 
general dry heat of feet and hands, without thirst; 
pale face. 

Internal Heat. Everything taken is too cold. 

Internal heat with swollen veins, and especially 
pulsation of the carotids so great as to make the 
teeth chatter; heat in head. 

Internal heat morning in bed, yet he does not 
uncover ; pain in the parts which he does uncover, 
as if from cold. 

Internal heat and external over whole body, espe- 
cially the head ; pulsation in the temporal arteries, 
with confusion in the head and subsequent sweat 

Internal heat both sensible and actual, especially 
in red, sweaty face, with headache and thirst 

Heat. Excited by slight motion. 

In Relation to External Surface. Allopathic 
authors quote ; Inflammation of whole body, with 
quick pulse ; heat of the whole body, with violent 
redness; redness and swelling of whole body; 
burning hot and red, with pricking, biting sensa- 
tion ; itching of the whole body, with eruption of 
red petecchiae. 

Eruptive Fevers. Thorax and abdomen covered 
with little red, elevated, painless spots, which often 
vanish and suddenly re-appear, with general redness 
of die skin. Inflat|^ed red spots and spots like 
scarlatina, of various forms, over the body. iHot 
erysipelatoid fever, accomp^ied by swellings in-^ 
flamed and even gangrenous. 
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Allopathic authors in addition give: Blood-red 
spots on the whole body, especially in the face and 
chest Measles-like eruption. Dull, red, scarlet: 
fever-like spots over the whole body, with small, 
quick pulse, dyspnoea, violent cough, delirium, in- 
creasfd memory and dilated pupils. 

Sweat. Sweat more or less copious after the 
heat Fugitive sweats, alternating with coolness; 
^metimes occurring with heat The sweat is most 
apt to occur, or is most copious, on face and fore- 
head, and is often unaccompanied by thirst 

Excited by: Slight motion during sleep; many 
symptoms refer to night-sweats, very copious ; cov- 
ering one’s self in bed, only the parts covered sweat ; 
covering the hands in bed, inducing a general 
sweat; on uncovering them, a general chill. 

Time, Night frequently mentioned.* The night- 
sweat does not debilitate. Immediately after mid- 
night During sleep. Morning. 

Smell. The night-sweat putrid. 

Pnlse. Strong and frequent, large, full and 
slow. Small and frequent t-arge, 85. 

Anxiety. .Qrying out on the slightest provoca- 
tion, on approach of anybody. During the day, 
no rest in miy place. Great affright Anxiety in 
the praecordial region. 

Greying, Frequent especially in morning, 
wit^tM: knowing why. At every expiration, and 
during sleep. 

Allopathic authors give: Trembling in hands 
-and .%eti with sudden cry. Anxiety, followed by 
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sweat; about things formerly hoped for. Anxiety 
and unrest in praecordia, with headache, red face 
and bitter taste. 

^ ^ » 

Rcsikssness. Cannot sit long in one spot, goes 
about everywhere. Ceaseless motion of the body, 
especially the arms ; pulse not being altered.|| Con- 
stant tossing in bed. 

Delirium. Allopathic authors give: Speech with- 
out connection. Constant delirium, waking and in 
dreams. It comes on after eating. Dreams of con- 
flagration at home, of wolves and dogs around him. 

Night — delirium, with consciousness during the 
day. Paroxysms of delirium. 

(F. ^ahnemann.) She sits idle behind the 
stove ; makes songs and sings them, senseless and 
incoherent; also she whistles by times; eats and 
drinks nothing; pale face and sweat on the fore- 
head. 

Disposition. Elevated. Shown by disposition 
to sing and whistle; laughing at she knows not 
what; frequent laughing and singing, loud and 
long ; laughable gestures, now sitting, now motion- 
ing as if washing, counting money, drinking. 

Allopathic authors give : Great . insane excite- 
ment; running half-clad, with wonderful gestures; 
laughing, singing, dancing, etc. ; violent shaking of 
the head, foaming at the ipouth; clapping the 
hands over the head, saliva running out of the 
mouth; she disto^ her face; her tongue hangs 
out of her mouth. 

Depressed. Anxiety with weeping; 'she is tired 
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of 4ife. . Fearfulness, with disposition to weep. 
Whining, sniffling and howling without cause, witli 
fearfulness especially on waking. Indifference. In- 
activity of mind and body. 

Indifferent to everything; careless of life. Ap- 
athetic^ unimpressiblc;. Then, af;er a few days, she 
is very sensitive and impressible. 

Irritable. Irritability about trifles, with pressing 
headache as from a stone, caused by every noise 
or visit She wishes solitude and repose. Quiet 
irritability, alternating with the natural disposition, 
with great dryness in the mouth. 

« 1 * 

A ngcr. If all be not right even anger at him- 
self about very trifles. 

Irrifribility and over-sepsibili^; all the senses are 
too highly strung. 

Rage. Either paroxysmal or constitnt delirium; 
first jolly, then raging; howling and crying about 
trifles, aggravated by kind speeches; with very 
mobile pupils; violent rage, not to be soothed. 

Allopathic authors give : Rage, tossing about in 
bed, tearing clothes, striking /himself in the face 
with his .fist, gnashing of the teeth and convulsions ; 
biting the spoon, barking and howling ; great desire 
to bile the by-standers. This rage is attended by 
huriiiag heat of ‘the body, open, staring eyes, and 
^tdng at the by-standers, 

, Mtstruiiit and de^fe to flee; fearpf an imaginary 
d(^. This is in general a primary and early 


effect Belladonna. She seeks to flee; asks h||i 
^^i%ito k|ll heri throws herself into the watep. 
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PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS. 

The practical scope of Belladonna in ther'hpeu- 
tics may be inferred from a resumi of ite physio- 
logical action. 

We have seen that it acts, upon every part of 
the nervous system ; upon the sensorium, producing 
confusion, delirium, mania, stupor; that simulta- 
neously it produces heat of the head, redness of 
the face and eyes, throbbing of the carotids, a full, 
hard and tolerably frequem pulse, together with 
perversions of the special senses and spasmodic 
action of the voluntary muscles, 

Now, these symptoms point to the use of Bel- 
ladonna in diseases which involve not merely the 
function, but also the tissues, of the nervous center 
of the cerebro-spinal nervous system. Accordingly, 
in mania we find Belladonna a prominent remedy, 
as likewise in inflammation of the brain and its 
meninges. In these affections, besides thf perver- 
sion of the sensorial functions and the direct 
symptoms of cerebritis or meningitis respect- 
ively, there will always be p£espnt,.if Belladonna 
be indicated, the. red face, shining eyes and full, 
hard pulse, already described. These may not J>e 
present along with mania. y.The* face may be of a 
natural hue or pale; the. pulse not fuller, even 
smaller, than is customary; the expression', far from 
being anxious, turgid, inflamihatory, may.;, be mild 
or pinched, or again, stupij^. In such cases, tibe 
true remedy may be Hyoscyamiis, Stram&niuia, 
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Veiatnim, Platina or Natrum muriaticum or some 
ot!her drug; it cannot be Belladonpa. 

So of the encephalitis, the face may be pale, 
the eyes dull or distorted, the patient stupid or 
nearly so, the pulse slow and soft The brain or 
its membranes, or both, may indeed be the seat of 
inflammation, but Belladonna cannot be the remedy. 
This may be Helleborus niger or Sulphur or Bryo- 
nia or Zincum. 

As a generalization, it may be* stated that Bel- 
ladonna seems to be required in cases in which 
the arterial storm which would have indicated 
Aconite, having actually burst upon the patient and 
localized its acjtion in the ^encephalon, this localiza- 
tion is still in the first stage of engorgement and 
plastic deposit. When the period of serous effusion 
arrives, or when the deposit is complete, the case 
has already passed beyond the province of Bella- 
donna; .and now. Hellebore, Sulphur and Zinc come 
into the field. , 

Iq affections of the eye, both functional and 
organic, Belladonna is indicated by the symptoms, 
apd has ^apprqved itself in practice. As regards 
functional disease, cases are numerous in which 
partial or total blindness has ensued from poisoning 
wit» Belladonna. On tl^e other hand. Belladonna 
has approved itself a frequently indicated and very 
servicesd>le rqpiedy in amaurosis, partial or complete. 
As to qsganic affections, while the conjunctiva 
and the secretions are but moderately affected, the'* 
d^pm* tissues iof the «yes seem to be gravely 
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attacked, as is shown by ‘ the deep pains in the 
orbits, the fullness and distention of the eye as 
though it would burst,' the supra-orbital and post- 
orbital pains and the illusions of vision. It is rarely 
that Belladonna is indicated, unless the general 
symptoms characteristic of its actibn* are present, 
viz,, the full, hard pulse, the red and };iot face, the 
frontal weight and, heat and the peculiar crescendo 
character of the pain. , 

The facial neuralgia produced by Belladonna 
has been fully described. Many cases of cure are 
recorded. The pain .has the -peculiarities already 
described, and is most likely to be aggravated in 
the evening. It occurs generally on the right side, 
and is thus distinguished from the neuralgia for 
which Spigelia is indicated. From the neuralgia 
which requires Stannum, and which may also be on 
the right side,' it is distinguished by the fact that 
the pain which Stannum produces and relieves 
comes on gently, increases gradually and then as 
gradually diminishes in severity; while that of .Bel- 
ladonna, after gradually rising to an intolerable 
acuteness, ceases on a sudden. 

Inflammatory affections of the throat can hardly 
be mentioned in any connection without calling to 
mind Belladonna* as a remedy, so universal is its 
use and so efficacious. In simple tonsillitis, when: 
the tonsils are swollen and jwesent a bright ri^ 
appearance with painful and ^fficolt . deglutirion, at 
first dryness of the fauces, and then moderate 
secretion of ropy mucus or saUva, with, the chara^^ 
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teristic pulse and expression of face, Belladonna 
suffices to effect a cure in a few hours. It is useful 
not merely in tonsillitis, but equally so' in pharyn- 
gitis, in inflammation of the soft palate and uvula, 
and of the larynx when the mucous membrane and 
the sob-mucous cellular tissue are both involved. 
The redness is vivid; the pain is acu^ tense and 
often throbbing; the- arterial action very decided. 
The secretion ‘ of the mucous membrane in a 
typical Bella,donna case, though it may be dimin- 
ished causing dryhess, or thickened causing a ropy 
discharge, is not altered in such wise as to simu- 
late a plastic or a diphtheritic deposit In such 
cases the remedy is more likely to be found 
among Mercury, Bromine, Cantltaris, Muriatic acid 
and Lachesis. 

If, again, the affection of the sub-mucous cellular 
tissue be such as to cause a dropsical effusion into 
this tissue, so that the soft curtain of the palate, 
the uvula and the walls of the pharynx become like 
swollen, translucent water-bags, Belladonna is - not 
indicated. The remedy is RhUs or possibly Phos- 
{^orus. 

* Finally, th'e tonsils may be chronically enlarged. 
Tlw, fissures may be very prominent In these 
fls»ires little white granules are observed, which 
very fetid and are oily in their composition. 

. Thit swelling of the tonsil is v?ry evident ex- 
terhfdly, amd is painful on external pressure. 
P^ttelogists are not agreed as to the naturjH 
.of white granules. I believe them 
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to be the altered secretion of the tonsil. Such a 
state of things is generally attended by follicular 
pharyngitis and by cough, loss of voice and accu- 
mulations of mucus in the larynx and trachea. In 
such cases Lachesis is almost always indicated. 
None of these are Belladonna cases, and the sooner 
their nature is discovered and the true remedy 
given in place of Belladonna, which may have been 
at first selected, the better for the patient 

Finally, in a case which was, or seemed to be, 
a Belladonna case, the swelling increases, the diffi- 
culty in swallowing becomes very great the mucous 
membrane of the fauces grows livid, a sharp stick- 
ing pain as from a splinter is felt in the side of the 
fauces, the external swelling is great and tender, 
the secretion becomes offensive and yellowish, the 
pulse becomes frequent but softer and smaller ; 
in fact it is evident that an abscess is forming 
in the substance of the tonsil. In such a case 
Belladonna will do no good, Hepar sulphuris will 
be more likely to arrest suppuration if that be 
possible, or else to circumscribe and hasten it if 
the case have already gone so far that resolution is 
impossible. ^ ■“ 

Of the peculiar throat affection of scarlatina 
more will be said ^llen jve come to speak of that 
disease. 

On the digestive apparatus, on the fiihction of 
nutrition, as already stated, Belladonna exerts but 
little action. It is rarely indicated in diseases oi 
this apparatus. .Nevertheless the general symptoim, 



ATROPA^ BELLADONNA. 


261 


characteristic of Belladonna may be present in so 
marked a degree in some disease of these organs 
as to call for Belladonna. Thus, in acute hepatitis 
it may possibly be sometimes called for, not so 
much by the liver symptoms as by the general 
subjective or objective sympathetic symptoms affect- 
ing other organs or systems. 

Belladonna may perhaps indicated jn some 
forms of dysentery, or of inflammation of the rec- 
tum, as the symptoms of “constant tenesmus and 
pressing downward upon both bladder and rectum, 
with scanty stool and increased tenesmus following 
the stool,” show. Yet the drug does not corre- 
spond to the general character of tliese diseases, 
and if indicated it will be so rather by virtue of 
its general characteristics ; and although ib may be 
an indispensable remedy at some other stage of a 
difficult case, it will rarely prove the sole and all- 
sufficient cure for any case of dysentery. 

The urine, as we have seen, is scanty, with 
frequent tenesmus of the bladder and slight stran- 
gury. The urine itself is dark and turbid, and 
sometimes fiery red. 

Belladonna has been frequently used in inflam- 
matory affections of the bladder, attended by the 
above symptoms and by the general characteristics 
of Belladonna. Likewise, in the first stage of 
desquamative nephritis. 

Its appropriateness to this frequent feature of 
scarlatina is an additional item in the indication of 
for that disease. 
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In its applicability to these affections, Belladonna 
is associated with Cantharides, Apis, Terebinth, 
Arsenicum and Mercury. 

If we are at all in a position to draw distinc- 
tions between the members of this group, I should 
say that Cantharides corresponds more particularly 
to affections of the bladder and urethra, and not 
of the jcidney; Belladonna to those of the bladder, 
especially its neck, and to the first stage of kidney 
'affection, congestion; Terebinth to the kidney and 
not to the bladder, and to the first stage of the 
kidney affection, that of congestion and hematuria 
before albumen is effused; Mercury to the kidney 
when albumen is being effused, but before dropsy, 
occurs; Apis and Arsenicum to tlie kidney and to 
the second stage when albumen in abundance is 
effused, and when, in addition, the disease has 
endured so long that dropsical effusions have 
occurred in the cellular tissue. I cannot give these 
distinctions authoritatively. They should not influ- 
ence your prescriptions, unless the other and 
general symptoms of each case correspohd to those 
of the drug; I believe in most cases they be 
found to correspond 

The symptoms of Belladonna whidi relate to 
the pelvic organs, and in particular to the uterus, 
are very graphic.* No remedy is more Jlrequendy 
and successfully employed v. for affbctkms of the 
genital organs <ff women. 

• On the provers. Belladonna produced the 
toni: ** Constant and vioknt pressure dovi^jl^ 
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to\PSU^ the ^Qital organs, as if everything would 
•fall out” 

This symptom would suggest the use of Bella- 
doima in cases of prolapsus uteri, whether ' chronic 
and constant, or occurring at intervals,, or at the 
menstrual period in case of dysmenocrhoea. . 

In all of these cases, Belladonna is one of our 
most valuable remedies. But four other drugs of 
the "Materia Medica Pura” have the very same 
symptom, viz.: Sepia, Nux vomica. Podophyllum 
and Pulsatilla. 

How shall we distinguish the case appropriate 
for- each remedy? Why, by the conditions and the 
concomitant symptoms. . * 

The above symptom of Belladonna is worse 
when the • patient sits bent over and when she 
walks, but is better when she sits erect or when 
slie stands. Now, under Sepia, the conditions are 
just the reverse; the symptom is aggravated by 
sitting up, still more by standing, and most of all 
by walking; while it is relieved by lying down; 
just what 'you would expect in a case of atonic 
relapdon of the ligamentous and vaginal supports 
of ^ uterus; while* the apparent incongruities of 
the .Belladonna conditions accord well with' the 
conditions of an irritable or inflammatory state of 
the organ. 

, . ,N»x vmnica, again, has the pressing down 
more in the back, with irritable rectum, frequent 
desire for stool, with scanty evacuations. 

■ is litde leucorrhoea. Pulsatilla, on die 
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Other hand, has the s&me symptom as BeIIadonna> 
with aggravation on lying down, but it has also 
aggravation from heat, and amelioration in the 
open air, with pressure on the bladder and frequent 
micturition; but this is copious and not attended 
by strangury. 

Moreover, there is a copious thick leucorrhoea. ‘ 
The general symptoms show a disposition to a 
hydrcemic condition, instead of the hyperaemia or 
hyperrhinosis of Belladonna. 

Podophyllum has not been so carefully proved 
as to furnish a good idea of its characteristics. But 
I believe that it is rarely useful in prolapsus, unless 
there be also prolapsus of the vagina and rectum, 
or a tendency thereto, and pain in the region of 
the ovaries. 

There is a form of dysmenorrheea in which 
Belladonna is capable of effecting a radical cure, 
even in cases of many years’ standing. The pain 
is often e:iceedingly severe, driving the patient to 
the use of anodynes. It ns a dragging and press- 
ing downward. There are also cutting pains from 
behind forward, or vice versa, and passing through 
a horizontal diameter 'of the pelVis, and not aro^d 
its circumference (as the pains of Sepia and Pladna 
do). These, pains precede the appearance of the 
menses from sijc to twenty hours. They ar§ paroK* 
ysmal and Intolerable. "The patient notices that an 
evacuation of the bowels at this time is painfril. 

It' seems as t|iough the faeces, particularly if the ' 
mass be large and tolerably solid; in passing along^ 
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the rectum, pressed anteriorly*upon a sore surface. 
If the index finger be passed 'into the rectum, a 
hot rounded tumor may be perceived about two 
and one-half inches above the orifice of the rectum. 
It is extremely painful when gently pressed. A 
vaginal examination brings the finger in contact 
with this same body in the posterior ciil de sac of 
the vagina. It is the congested or inflamed ovary. 
In very severe cases of this kind, I have found 
that Belladonna, persisted in for many consecutive 
months, given just before each menstrual epoch, 
would suffice to overcome at least all tendency to 
a recurrence ’ of these attacks, and would render 
menstruation normal. ' 

Belladonna has been successfully used in certain 
cases of uterine haemorrhage. 

While on this subject I may call your attention 
to a singular affection, the pathology of which I 
do not understand. 

In women apparently healthy, in whom the 
function of menstruation ia in every other re.spect 
normal, the flow is sometimes extremely offensive. 
It has been described to me by the patients and 
their friends as ^ peculiarly and distressingly offen- 
sive. The peculiar character of this odor I could 
never get intelligfibly described. The cases that 
have come under my observation have been un- 
married* young, women, in good circumstances and 
of moat exemplary habits in every way. I was led 
to give Belliylopna from the symptom (quoted by 
|rom Evers' “Berliner SsCmmlungen,” iv.) 
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“offensive metrorrhagia.” The odor ceased to be 
perceived. No other remedy or treatment had any 
effect. A similar odor has been observed in the 
lochial discharge on the fourth or fifth day, and has 
likewise been removed by Belladonna. 

Belladonna has been recommended by allopathic 
physicians during labor, as a local remedy for 
rigidity of the os uteri. Cases not infrequently 
occur during labor^ or during the puerperal period, 
in which the general symptoms characteristic of 
Belladonha are present, and indicate that remedy. 

In affections of the respiratory organs Bella- 
donna is a most important remedy ; but especially 
in irritable' and inflammatory conditions of the 
larynx ind trachea, whether isolated or conjoined 
with the affections of the fauces and the pharynx 
already . deKribed. 

The cough is dry, or, if there be any sputa, it 
is only after long coughing, and they consist often ‘ 
of mucus tinged wi^i blood. It occurs, or is much 
aggravated, in the evening and early night— more 
particnlarly just after lying down. 

<It comes in paroxysms. 

It is accompanied by heat and great redness of 
the face, sparkling eyes and full, hard pulse. It is 
provoked by a tickling in the larynx,, as if dust 
were there, in the back part of the larynx, wh«;:h 
compels a hard, dry cough. , 

.It is induced by exertion, by lying down and by 
very deep in^iraHon. 

It is aecmnpariied by a feeling 
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die larynx, as if internally hot and sore ; this sore- 
ness is felt when pressing the larynx externally. 
It is also accompanied by oppression of the chest, 
heat in tlie chest, dyspnoea, etc. 

These, symptoms have led to the use of Bella- 
donna in laryngitis of adults, and in the first stages 
of croup : in certain epidemics, in trachitis, and in 
pneumonia. The general symptoms must corre- 
spond, as always. 

It is of the greatest importance to distingfuish 
the cough of Belladonna from those of its* cognates, 
viz., Lachesis, Phosphorus, Causticum, Rumex cris- 
pus and Cepa. I will sketch their characteristics 
now, and repeat them as we take up each remedy, 
hoping by reiteration to fix them in your minds. 

The cough of Lachesis is dry, like that of Bel- 
ladonna; but there is a sensation as if something 
were in the trachea which might be raised, and 
indeed comes partly up, but then goes back again. 

It is provoked by tickling in the trachea (below 
that of Belladonna) induced by touching the trachea 
or pressing on it, or by pressure of the clothing of 
the patient, and which he therefore loosens, or by 
dirowing the head back, and also by eating. 

It occurs always on awaking from sleep. 

It is accompanied by some hoarseness and sore 
throat, which shoots up into the ear, and by chronic 
tons3U|ts, with oily white granules. 

The cough of Phosphorus is dry, or has a scanty, 
rusty sputum. It occurs .night or day. It is pro- 
hy a tickling in die trachea pretty low down, 
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and by a feeling of rawness and soreness in the 
trachea and bronchi. It is induced by a very deep 
inspiration. It is accompanied and characterized 
by a hoarse, barking soundj by rawness of trachea 
and whole chest, and by a peculiar and distressing 
weight across the chest. Hoarseness. 

The cough of Causticum is dry. It occurs in 
the evening. It is provoked by a tickling high in 
the trachea. It is in long paroxysms. The voice 
is almost gone. The trachea is sore and raw, but 
not the chest 

The cough of Rumex crispus is dry and short 
and paroxysmal, or is a constant hack. It occurs 
evening and night on going to bec^ It is provoked 
by tickling in tlie supra-sternal fossa is induced 
by pressure in that region , is induced by inhaling 
a breath of cool air ; by a deep inhalation , by any 
variation of breathing. It is accompanied by great 
fatigue from coughing, and by stitches through the 
left lung. 

The dough of Cepa is'dr^, though there are 
acrid coryza and la^htymation.; The cough is 
induced by tickling in the larynx, and ‘each cough 
feels as though it would split the larym; in two. 
The patient cringes under the pain. 

I have traveled out jaf my recqrd to give 
these characteristics of'the cough of each memtxs' 
of this group and to -compare them, because this 
sharp discriminatioa it is the' justness of' the, 
practitioner t» make whenever he is ' called upon 
to prescribe for a patient; and my diief bushiutess 
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is to^'show you whkt is' to be done and how to 
do it, so that the gyeat object may be best attained, 
viz., the selection ht the right remedy and the 
cure of the patient 

' GENERAL DISEASES. 

Passing now from the application of Belladonna 

4* j 

to diseases of special organs or apparatus, we. 
come lo its use in general diseases of the entire 
system: and first, in ' . 

Fevers. Ii) intermittent fever we should not be 
likely to select Belladonna. Its proving shows hardly 
a trace of periodicjty, neither is the febrile paroxysm 
distinctly divided^ into stages. For this very reason, 
however, it * may be required in some, malarious 
diseases, ..commonly clawed among intefmittents, 
and in ‘which’ ^e heat begins early and. is nearly 
continuous, and the head shows signs from the first 
of being involved; great cerebral congestion or 
positive inflammation taking place in the encepha- 
loh. In such cases, ‘Belladonna may be indicated. 
The characteristic' general symptom will be present. 
The fever o£ the Roman Campagna is of this kind. 

In typhoid or typhus fever, we should not 
OXpect to erfiploy Belladonna save as an intercurrent 
nsmedy. Its symptoms give u» no picture of 
blood xlecomposition. The nervous system, instead 
deprestod, unstning •or suspended from its 
sdflmIatecb>«^3roused; and if pefverted in 
p through the morbid intensity^ 

^ 'acf^n.«. 
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All this is very unlike the effect of tfie typhus 
miasm on the nervous system. 

Nor, again, does* Belladonna present us the 
muscular torpor and paralysis peculiar to t 3 rphus, 
and which Rhus toxicodendron and Arsenicum 
present so clearly. 

Belladonna, then, is not suited to a typical case 
of typhus or typhoid. 

Nevertheless, cases may occur that will call for 
it. Mania, per sc, or encephalitis, may occur in 
the course of the disease, and, presenting the char- 
acteristic symptoms of Belladonna, may require its 
use as an intercurrent, but as aa intercurrent only. 

And let me' warn you to beware of intercurrent 
remedies. Let your aim be to select each drug 
as a remedy corresponding not merely to the 
present symptoms, but also to that general charac- 
ter and fabric of the disease which determine its 
symptoms and their successive productions, course 
and relations. 

Eruptive Fevers. While BelladonUa may be 
indicated by the « totality of the symptoms at some 
period during the course of any one of the eruptive 
fevers, it is particularly to scarlatina that it seenns 
closely to correspond, and in the treatment as welt 
as in the preventien of which it has become a 
famous remedy. 

ProphyU^xis. Hahnenuino^s atteption wttt catieil*’ 
to die subject of* ^arlatina by 41 k; . prevalence xff a; 
severe epidemic of it in Saxohy; and which hiiMadedi 
his own family soon after be had Jtiegun 
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tigations of the law of cure and his provings of 
dhigs upon the healthy subject Having become 
satisfied of the close resemblance existing between 
the character of the prevailing epidemic and the 
effects of Belladonna, he went further, and conject- 
ured that Belladonna might prove a prophylactic 
against the disease. The story of this discovery 
may best be told in his own words: 

“The mother of a large family, at the com- 
mencement of July, 1799, when the scarlet fever 
was most prevalent and fatal, had' got a new coun- 
terpane made up by a sempstress, Ayho (without 
the knowledge of the former) had in her small 
chamber a boy just recovering from scarlet fever. 
The first-mentioned woman, on receiving it, exam- 
ined and smelt it, but as she could detect no smell, 
• ♦ 

she placed it beside her on a sofa on which, some 
hours later, she lay down to sleep. In tliis way 
alone she imbibed the miasm. A week subse- 
quently she was suddenly attacked with quinsy 
^d its characteristic shooting pains in the throat, 
which were subdued in four clays. Several days 
afterward, her daughter, ten years of age, was 
attacked in the evening by severe pre.ssive pains 
fai the abdomen, itching of the head and body, 
rigor over the head and arms and paralytic stiff- 
ness of the joints. Her sleep was restless during 
ti»e night, with ^ghtful dreams and general perspi- 
ration, excepting the head. * 

“I Ibund her in the morning with pressive head# 
dimness of vision, slimy tongue, some 
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ptyalism, the sub-maxillary glands hard,' swollen and 
painful to th^ touch, and shooting pains in the 
throat when attempting to swallow. She was free 
from thirst; pulse quick and small; breathing hur- 
ried and anxious; very pale though feeling hot; 
horripilation: leaning forward to lessen the pain; 
she complained of stiffness with an air of much 
dejection, and shunned conversation, feeling that she 
could only speak in a whisper. Her look was 
dull, yet staring; her eyelids widely stretched, face 
pale and features sunk. 

" Knowing too well the ineffectual nature of the 
ordinary favorite remedies, I resolved, in this case 
of incipient scarlet fever, not to act with reference 
to individual symptoms, but (agreeably to my new 
syi\fhetical principle) to obtain, if possible, a rem- 
edy calculated to prdduce in a healthy person most 
of the morbid symptoms I now observed; and my 
memory and written remarks suggested no remedy 
so appropriate as Belladonni, which I had observed 
to produce precisely the above-mentioned symp; 
toms. 

“I therefore gave the girl, who was already 
affected by the first indications of scarlet fever, a 
dose of Belladonna (4^2,000'^ of a grain of the 
extract, which, according to my subsequent expe- 
rience, is too large a dose). She remained qtite^ 
seated all day, without lying dowmr die heat of 
her body diminished, she drank but fitde; none of 
her symptoms increased, and lib n|^w ones appeared." 
She slept quiedy,' and the 'following 
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twenty hours* after taking the medicine, most of the 
symptoms had disappeared without any crisis; the 
a>re throat only c6ntinued, but in a less degree, 
till the evening, when it went off. The following 
day she '\yas lively, and ate and played as usual. 

gave her a second dose,^ and she remained 
perfectly well, while two other children of the 
family fell ill of the scarlet fever without my knowl- 
edge, whom I could only treat according to my 
general plan detailed above. . ‘ I gave my convales- 
cent a smaller dose of Belladonna every three or 
four days, and she continued in perfect health. 

“I now earnestly desired to preserve the other 
five children from infection; their removal being 
impossible, and I thus reasoned: a remedy capable 
of quickly checking a disease in its first onset must 
be its best preventive, and the following occurrence 
strengthened my opinion: Some we^ks previously 
three children of another family were ill of severe 
scarlet fever. The eldest daughter alone, who had 
been taking Belladonna internally for an external 
affection of the joints of her lingers, to my great 
astonishment escaped ^the infection, although in 
other cases of epidemics ’she had readily taken 

thejn. 

♦‘This decided me to administer to the other five 
c^iildren very small doses of this excellent remedy 


as SI, preservative, and as its acdon lasts only three 
(jfeys, 1‘ repeafed the dose hvery seventy- two hours, 
and they all remained in perfect health, tliough 
with infection. 
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‘‘In the meantime, 1 was called to tfttend another 
family where the eldest son was ill of scarlet fever. 
I found him in the height of the fever, with the 
eruption on the chest and arms. He was seriously 
ill, and it was too late to give the specific prophy- 
lactic remedy. But, wishing to preserve the other 
children of four and two years old and nine 
months, I directed the parents to give the requisite 
dose of Belladonna every three days, and had the 
happiness of seeing them escape the disease in 
spite of constant intercourse with their sick brother.” 

By this narrative Hahnemann introduced’ to the 
medical world what he thought a discovery of great 
value. Scarlatina prevailed extensively in Europe 
at that time and during the first quarter of the 
present century. Belladonna as a prophylactic was 
tried in thousands of cases and by hundreds of 
physicians. The testimony in its favor was not 
unanimous, but greatly preponderating. 

Hufeland, the great protomedicus of Prussia, 
reported in favor of its prophylactic action.- His 
report was based on observations of his own and 
the sum of the testimony of others. In consequence 
of his report the Prussian government, in 1838, 
decreed that it should be obligatory on physicians 
to give Belladonna as a prophylactic whenever 
scarlatina prevailed as an epidemic. > 

Pareira endeavors to throw doubt on the argu- 
ments- and evidence in its favor, but Dr. Stilld, of 
Philadelphia, the most recent writer, speaks as fol- 
lows (ii. 51): 
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" On a review of the whole subject we feel bound 
to express the conviction that the virtues of Bella- 
donna as a protective against scarlatina are so far 
proven that it becomes the duty of practitioners to 
invoke their aid whenever the disease breaks out 
in a locality where there are persons liable to the 
contagion.” 

The evidence of the prophylactic , power of 
Belladonna will appear stronger if we consider two 
facts : 


1. As Stilld remarks, the paucity of the cases 
of some objectors, and the meagerness of the de- 
tails furnished by others, deprive their evidence of 
real weight : and 

2. It is notorious that epidemics often differ very 
widely from each other in characteristic symptoms, 
even though the same name may be applied to 
them. Now, if Hahnemann’s reason for giving Bel- 
ladonna as a prophylactic be correct, Belladonna 
would only be a prophylactic against an epidemic 
miasm, the disease resulting from which closely 
resembled the symptoms produced on the healthy 
by Belladonna. In an epidemic which did not re- 
semble the effects of Belladonna, that remedy would 
nqt be a sure prophylactic. 

Hahnemann himself pointed out this fact in 


,his preface ^to Belladonna. He says: 

, The property I have discovered in Belladonna, 
l^ven in a small dose every six or seven days, of 
^^ing a preservative . against scarlatina, as Syden- 
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nineteen years brought into contempt by phy;stcians, 
who, ignorant that the disease belongs only to chil- 
dren, have confounded it with the purple miliary 
rash introduced from Belgium in 1801, and have 
applied to the latter my method, which of course 
failed. I rejoice, however, that of late years odier 
physicians have distinguished the ancient and true 
scarlatina, establishing the preservative property of 
Belladonna in that disease, and have thus rendered 
justice to my labors, so long misunderstood.” 

Remedies. Little need be added to what has 
already been said on the subject of Belladonna as a 
remedy for scarlatina. . Its correspondence to the 
majority of cases in epidemics presenting no peculiar 
type is very manifest. But epidemics do occur; 
and we h«!ive had several of late years in which the 
symptoms do not correspond so closely to the 
symptoms of Belladonna as of some other drug ; as, 
for example, of Stramonium. 

It behooves us, therefore, to avoid here as ever 
the great error of prescribing according to the name 
which we may have given to the disease; and to 
study closely the symptoms of each case, and com- 
pare with those of various drugs of the Materia 
Medica, so as to select that which shall best corre- 
spond. 

If, now, we have thus cHosen Bellaldonna, thb 
remedy may be sufficient to carry the case ' throi^ 
to convalescence. Frequently, however, this will 
not be so. Tenddicies to ehfonic disease luiherto 
latent may be aroused in the patient by die sq 9 s^ 
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tina poison, and may become active. Then we 
shall require to enter upon a course of treatment 
of a chronic disease ; and it is not probable that 
Belladonna will be of further service. 

This awakening of chronic tendencies often takes 
place about the third day of the rash. It is of 
great importance to takeut in the bt'ginning. Hence 
the rule which has been suggested, that on the day 
above mentioned the careful physician shall care- 
fully examine the patient, with a view of detecting 
tendencies to chronic disease, and should be prompt 
to prescribe accordingly. Rhus, Calcarea carbonica, 
Hepar sulphuris, are remedies likely to be required. 

Epilepsy. In this disease Belladonna has been 
more successful than perhaps any other one remedy. 
Some brilliant cures of this terrible disease arc on 
record. In all cases which it has favorably affected, 
the spasms w%re accompanied by the general symp- 
toms above recited as characteristic of Belladonna. 

The same remarks may be made of puerperal 
convulsions. ' 

Erysipelas. No mention has yet been made of 
the use of Belladonna in erysipelas. And yet in 
the smooth, shining affection, especially of the face 
and head, it has of greatest value. Mr. 

Liston, of London, though not a homoeopathist, 
bore testimony to its efficacy in the hands of 
homGeb|>athists. Its homceopathicity ^cannot be 
, qwstioned. 
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HENBANE. 

I S classed along with Belladonna among the nar- 
cotics, or among the cerebro-stimulants. It 
resembles Belladonna in some respects, though 
lacking its power to act on a number of organs 
and systems of the body, and acting very differ- 
ently on others. 

It has been used as a medicine from the earliest 
ages; but was brought into prominent notice by 
Stocrck. 

Swine eat it with impunity. U is peculiarly 
fatal to fowls. Hence its name. 

It acts on dogs as on men. 

On men it produces, in large doses, delirium 
resembling that of drunkenness, — a garrulous delir- 
ium, with proneness to altercation and quarrelsome- 
ness. Hence one of its ancient names, Altercum, 
Its power to produce an excited or quarrelsome or 
fantastic mlknia is universally conceded. The effects 
are, moreover, “fullness and heat of the head, 
flushing of the face, injection of the eyes sfd 
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cerebral excitement; m^ifested by indistinct or 
clouded vision, and sometimes total blindness, g^d* 
diness, delirium and hallucinations. Sometimes 
natural objects assume a grotesque appearance, or 
the field of vision is filled by luminous figures. 

“ There is little or no inclination to sound 
sleep, but a sort of somnolence with incoherent 
mutterings, like that which is so common in 
typhoid fever. 

“Sometimes the hearing is lost The pupils are 
'often, but not always, dilated; the muscles of the 
throat and chest and of the lower limbs, are 
affected with tetanic rigidity or clonic spasms; and 
there is more or less complete loss of power in the 
same parts, which is apt to continue after the 
attack. Aphonia is by no means uncommon. 
, General sensibility is in most cases very much 
impaired, while at the same time there may be 
severe neuralgic pains in the course of the princi- 
pal nervous trunks. The skin is apt to be bathed 
in perspiration, which is sometimes cold when a 
large dose has been taken. Sometimes the tongue 
is paralyzed and the pharynx spasmodically con- 
tracted.” (Stilld, vol. ii., 24.) 

The summary taken from Orfila and Stills 
^ows the homoeopathic relation of Hyoscyamus to 
many cases in which homoeopathists have success- 
fiiUy used it; as we shall see. 

Our knowledge of its physical action is derived 
fiumr Hahnemann’s proving. (R. A. M. L., iv.) 

^ The whole plant is used in medicine. 
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The action of Hyoscyamus on the vital power 
is marked. 

1. On the sensorium it produces perversion erf 

perception, so that illusions perplex the patient; he 
sees things which have no existence; als6 perver- 
sion of intellectual action; he reasons erroneously. 
A distinct mania of the quarrelsome or obscene 
character. The patient would escape, or would be 
undressed and walk about nude, or use offensive 
and unbecoming language and gestures, or quarrel 
with by-standers. . • 

2. On the muscular system, It paralyzes and 
convulses the ^oluntary muscular system, e. g.., the 
extremities, and paralyzes the involuntary system, 
produces convulsions and paralysis (with pale face, 
quiet pulse, nervousness). As, for example, paralysis 
of the constrictors of the pharynx, jmd also of the 
sphincter ani. 

The action on the organic substances of the 
body is so slight that we can hardly define it 

The sphere of action of the drug seems to be 
confined : 

1. To the sensorium, producing the peculiar 
forms of mania and delirium alluded ta 

2. To the muscular system, producing partial 
or general convulsions, and also paralysis of the 
sphincters. 

3. To the nervous supply of die larynx and 
trachea, producing a tickling cough. 

4. ■ To the sleep; Produ^ at first; undo: smalt 
doses, an unwonted liveliness and dtflumlty m< 
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dug asleep; sleeplessness and frequent waking, with 
exaltation of mind and' vivid imaginings. Even 
when it occurs the sleep is yery unquiet, the limbs 
twitch or are contorted into various . grotesque, 
shapes, the hands clutch at fhe bedclothes or 
grope about here and there; there are convulsive 
twitches, startings up in affrijj^t, grinding of the 
teeth, groaning and starting in sleep. 

The peculiarities of iiyoscyamus may be noted 
as follows: First the convulsions, the mania, the 
delirium, the, cough, the sleeplessness, all occur 
almost absolutely .without any manifestations of 
fever. . In this respect it presents a marked contrast 
to Belladonna. 

2. The singular and definite character of the 
mania, which is loquacious and quarrelsome, the 
subject of it being especially inclined to unseemly 
and immodest acts, gestures or expressions. 

It differs from that of Stramonium in tliese par- . 
ticulars: The latter produces mania with some 
, degree of fever (though less than Belladonna), and 
in it the patients, though loquacious, are good- 
natured and fully* occupied with the observation of 
the phwtoms by which they fancy themselves to 
be surrouikled. 

The spasmodic affections may be either subsul- 
His tendinum of a single extremity or general 
e|)HeptiC' convulsions; the limbs are forcibly curved 
;md body is thrown up from the bed; the 
then falls with a cry and is generally con#., 
it.resefhbles and is useful in convulsions' 
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from intestinal worms, and especially in puerperal 
convulsions ; also spasm of pharynx and oesophagus. 

The cough of Hyoscyamus is a dry, nervous, 
spasmodic cough, which occurs at night, and ceases 
jvhen the patient sits up; this is a certain charac- 
teristic of Hyoscyamus. The Belladonna cough 
often compels the patient to sit up, but does 
not thereupon cease. 

The symptoms generally are aggravated at 
night. 

The forces sink quickly; the patiwit gets easily 
fatigued ; syncope is readily produced ; the limbs 
become cold and tremble. These symptoms, with 
those of the sleep, the paralysis of the sphincters, 
point to the use of Hyoscyamus in some conditions 
occurring in the course of continued fevers. 

SPECIAL ANALYSIS. 

The vertigo of Hyoscyamus is attended by 
obscuration of vision, and loss of the general sen* 
sibility of the external surface of the body. 

The head becomes heavy and confused. The 
pains which, however, are ill-defined, are mostly in 
the forehead When walking there is a sensation 
as of a wave within the cranium with pressing in 
the forehead. 

Heat in the head and in the forehead , , 

^ The eye presents na evidc^nce of organic affec- 
tiop, whether su^ective or objective. On die 
htrndt vision is eminently a^:ted . ' 

The sig^ht is obscured; illudkms are very 
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fiery red objects appear. When reading, the letters 
move about, small objects appear large ; in sewing, 
the needle goes to the wrong place. 

The eyes become short-sighted; they are dis- 
torted ; they stare and protrude. w 

Hyoscyamus .has proved an excellent remedy 
for squinting and for double vision. 

The face is distorted; the rtsus sardonicus is 
produced. 

There is roaring in the ears. 

In the throat, dryness and inability to swallow, 
but not from swelling or soreness. The affection 
is purely nervous or spasmodic. 

The digestive organs present nothing character- 
istic. 

The stool is inclined to be loose and diarrhoeic. 
It is characteristic that it passes involuntarily. 

The secretion of urine is perhaps diminished. 
The bladder itself is often paralyzed, so that urine 
accumulates and the patient is unable to expel it 
or unconscious of its presenrp. 

A number of these symptoms suggest Hyoscy- 
amus as likely to be useful in the ‘puerperal state. 

The menses are too copious, and* are preceded 
by labor -like pains. 

The symptoms of the extremities have been 
noted. 

Hie disposition is exteedingly despondent and 
nfedanchoiy (save in the mania). A peculiar feat- 
ure is the production of a state of mind rescifi- 
bliftg ’jealousy. Hence Hyoscyamus acquired some 
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reputation in illness arising from disappointments 
in love, etc. The physiology of this is a matter 
of speculation. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS. 

* A few only of the applications of Hyoscyamus 
which, according to the law Similia similibus 
ciiratitur, would . suggest themselves in accordance 
with the above symptoms, need be specified par- 
ticularly. 

In spasms of various kinds, involving the volun- 
.tary muscular system, Hyoscyamus has proved a 
most valuable remedy. 

If general, the convulsion differs from that for 
which Belladonna is indicated in this particular, 
that it is neither preceded, accompanied nor fol- 
lowed by symptoms of cerebral congestion or of 
great arterial energy of action, as is the case 
w'ith Belladonna convulsions. Indeed, the absence 
of all such signs is remarkable under Hyoscyamus. 
Now, of all convulsive affections that could exist 
without these symptoms, none are so probable as 
convulsions from the irritation of intestinal worms, 
and more particularly the convulsions that some- 
times unhappily attend and complicate labor and 
the puerperal state. ’ Of course some puerperal 
convulsions are accompanied by the cerebral con- 
gestion and arterial storm, and these may require 
Belladonna. But there is a large class which have 
them not, and of these Hyoscyamus is a con- 
spicuous remedy. 
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Similar remarks might be made respecting the 
mania which is curable by Hyoscyamus. The 
especial adaptation of it to certain non-congestive 
or non<inilammatory forms of puerperal^ mania 
has been fully recognized and established in clini- 
cal experience. 

The character of the mental affection is one 
which is prevalent in puerperal mania, or in 
mania relating to, or in any way depending on, 
functional or organic maladies of the sexual organs 
of women. 

The tendency to loquacity, to quarreling, to the 
use of indelicate language and of immodest gest- 
ures and actions, all remind one forcibly of the 
graphic instances of this distressing affection 
described by Gooch, and which we sometimes see. 

An example of this kind of mania, occurring, 
however, in <in unmarried young woman, in 
sequence of some menstrual irregularity, and cured 
by Dr. Guernsey, of Philadelphia, is a remarkable 
instance of — 

» ♦ 

1. The efficacy of Hyoscyamus in qiania. 

2. The efficacy of a single small dose of a 
remedy, if well selected, in the cure of a terrible 
malady. 

3. The value of the homoeopathic law as guid- 
ing us in selecting the right drug. 

A young woman, apparently well, except that 
sl^ IkuI recently had irregular menstruation, one 
moBT^ing r^sed to rise from bed and dress herself 
signed no reason. After a few hours she 
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insisted on rising, but wouM not wear a single 
garment of any kind. * 

Her parents, alarmed, sought advice. Dr. 
Guernsey called. The pati^t received, him without 
any apparent consciousness of her singular condi- 
tion, conversed intelligently, but would not admit 
that she needed any advice to clothe herself. She 
refused medicine, and cunningly evaded all strata- 
gems to give it clandestinely. 

Several days passed in this way. She escaped 
from her room, went through the house, and 
sought to escape into the street. At length, when 
matters were growing worse. Dr. Guernsey suc- 
ceeded in getting her to take a dose of Hyoscya- 
mus In a few hours she was well, dressed, 
and behaved as when in good health. 

The symptoms which controlled Dr. Guernsey’s 
choice of Hyoscyamus are the following: 

(445.) He makes himself naked. 

He lies in bed nude and chatters. He walks 
about insane, naked, wrapped in a skin during the 
summer belt, etc., and others to the same purport 

In convulsive affections of the pharynx, which 
interfere with or prevent deglutition, the symptoms 
would lead us to infer the usefulness of Hyoscya- 
mus; and Hahnemanp speaks confidently of its 
power to cure hydrophobia, the symptoms ’ other- 
wise corresponding. 

In affections of the eye, invoMng the specif 
sense alone, Hyoscyamus may be a valuable real- 
ty, as the symptoms show. . & 



HYOSCYAMUS NIGER. 


287 


As regards the digestive apparatus, it will have 
been observed that Hyoscyamus produces a kind 
of diarrhoea. This is characterized by involuntary 
evacuations during the . sleep at night, apparently 
from inertia of the sphincter ani. This must not 
be confounded with the involuntary defecation 
which attends the blood dyscrasia in typhus, etc. 
It is a paralysis of the sphincter. 

Dr. Wurmb says : “ Hyoscyamus is indicated in 
those fever cases in which torpor of the entire 
organism predominates. The patients have a dull, 
fixed expression of face, delirium is lacking, or if 
present, it consists of a confused farrago of com- 
plex images ; the perceptive faculty is almost sus- 
pended." 

The cough of Hyoscyamus has been described. 
It is a very useful remedy. 

For sleeplessness or dozing with the brain full 
of figures and bewildering images, Hyoscyamus is 
a very valuable remedy if other symptoms corre- 
spond. 
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THORN APPLE OR JAMESTOWN WEED. 

I NDIGENOUS in the United States and Europe. 

So common in our waste places about the cities- 
that cases of poisoning with it are by no*means 
uncommon. 

Goats eat the leaves with impunity. Cows, if 
affected by it, are, not easily affected. But after eat- 
ing it, their milk has proved poisonous to children. 

This drug, the action of which resembles very 
closely in many particulars that of Belladonna, was 
brought into prominent notice as a remedy by 
Stoerck, of Vienna, who advised its internal use in 
mania and epilepsy. » 

“If,” says he, “Stramonium produces symptoms 
of madness in a healthy person, would it not be 
desirable to make experiments in order to discover 
whether this plant, by its effects on the brain, in 
changing the ideas and the state of the sensorium 
(*. of the part, whatever it be, which is the 
center of action of the nerves upon the body), 
should we not, I say, try whether this plant would. 
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not restore to a healthy state those who are suffer- 
ing from alienation of mind ; and if by the change 
which Stramonium would cause in those who suffer 
from convulsions, by putting thom • in a contrary 
state to that in which they were, would it not 
cause their cure?” This was written in 1762. 

By allopathic physicians it has been successfully 
employed against epilepsy in Stockholm, and by 
both allopathic and homoeopathic physicians against 
mania. 

The following general summary of its effects is 
taken chiefly from Trousseau and Pidoux: 

“In moderate doses. Stramonium produces slight 
vertigo and a disposition to sleep ; '* the muscular 
energy is lessened; the sensibility is blunted; dila- 
tation of the pupil ; slight obscuration of vision ; 
acceleration of pulse ; elevation of the heat of the 
skin ; thirst ; a slight burning in the fauces. Gen- 
erally the bowels are relaxed ; the urine is more 
abundant than common ; there is copious per- 
spiration, provided there be neither diuresis nor 
diarrhoea. 

« 

"But, in larger doses, vertigo, general debility; 
some degpree of stupor; soon the vision becomes 
obscured ; there is enormous dilatation of the pupils, > 
agitation, spasms, furious delirium, continual hallu- 
cinations, obstinate insomnia, high fever; the skin 
is hot, dry and often covered with an eruption 
closely resembling that of scarlatina, burning thirst, 
and very p^nfiil dryness and constriction of the' 
pharynx; often impossible to swallow; cardialgia; 

90 ‘ 
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vomitings; sometimes diarrhoea; frequent desire to 
pass water, with but little or no urine. 

“When the poisoning is to prove fatal, the 
extreme agitation is succeeded by collapse, coldness 
and death. In the more happy and more frequent 
cases, the hallucinations cease little by little, 
delirium comes to an end, and of this whole col- 
lection of formidable symptoms there remain only 
the dilatation of the pupils, the obscuration of vision, 
and sometimes a transient blindness. The delirium 
and the blindness, however, have been known to 
persist for several days, and even for weeks. 

“The delirium is sometimes gay, sogietimes 
sad, but is always accompanied by singular hallu- 
cinations and fantastic visions.” 

Our more exact knowledge of the effects of 
Stramonium is derived from Hahnemann’s proving 
of it. (“Materia Medica Pura,” vol. iii.) 

Upon the vital force Stramonium exerts a very 
powerful and characteristic action. 

I. The sensorium is both exalted in activity, 
as the vigilance shows; and perverted in its func- 
tions, as we gather from the mania, the hallucina- 
tion and the fantastic visions which universally 
result from it 

The special sense of vision is perverted, as wit- 
ness the double vision and the peculiar false vision, 
as well as the colors seen by the patient; and it is 
blunted, blindness resulting. 

The general sensibility is blunted; the function 
of voluntary motion is affected; convulsive motions 
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of the extremities ensue, particularly of the arms 
and of the face. Isolated groups of muscles are 
convulsed. 

The function of the secreting surfaces of variou.s 
organs is suspended. The secretion of urine is 
suspended, and so is that from the surface jof the 
intestine, by large doses. 

2. On the other hand, the organic substance 
is hardly affected, save in the eruption which covers 
the skin, and in the greenish diarrhoea which some- 
times follows a small dose. 

3. There is* no marked periodicity of action. 

4. ^The peculiarities of the action of Stramo- 
nium are the following: The mania and delirium 
are not attended or followed by high fever; the 
hallucinations are real as in th^ second stage of 
delirium tremens; the convulsions affect the arms 
more than the lower extremities; and consist in a 
trembling and convulsive groping forward with the 
hands; finally, the peculiar false and double vision 
in which the patient, looking at an object, .sees it 
repeated a little above and at the left side of the 
original, or in which only a small part of an object 
is to be seen at once, as for example the nose on 
a person’s &ce, etc. 

The suppression of urine is a noteworthy symp- 
tom. 

Tlie convulsions are often provoked by looking 
at a light, or upon a reflecdng surface as a mirror 
or water, and also by contact , 

The limbs feel as if ^parated joint from joint”" 
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The vertigo of Stramonium resembles that of 
Belladonna, and makes the gait unsteady. 

No special headache is ascribed to it Consid- 
erable congestion of blood to the head is produced, 
with heat and spasmodic drawing of the head hither 
and thither. 

The face is generally swollen, has at first a 
pleasant expression, except for the fixed stare of 
the eyes; subsequently the face becomes distorted. 

Vision is much affected, colors are not correctly 
distinguished. Black objects generally appear gray, ' 
everything seems to- be tipping over; the letters 
on a printed page seem to move, or they and odiei* 
objects appear double. There seems to be a fog 
before the eyes, or it seems as if one looked 
through a glass of turbid water. Sometimes abso- 
lute blindness ensues. The pupils are enormously 
dilated. The eyes are sometimes red, and there 
is involuntary discharge of tears. No organic 
lesions. 

The mouth and throat are very dry, although 
the tongue is moist. Violent thirst but inability 
to swallow, because the’ throat seems to be con- 
stricted. The vocal organs seem to be paralyzed, 
the tongue trembles, the patient stammei^ and 
murmurs unintelligibly; or is absolutely dumb, 
and indicates with signs the objects of his, desire; 
or, if he speaks, his voice is* shrill, fine and high- 
pitched, but he has to n^ake great effort to get 
out a word. 

Notice that, this is without fever, without sweU-;t 
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,lng or any pain within or. without the throat 
There is here, then, no laryngitis, but simply a 
convulsion of the laryngeal muscles and vocal 
'chords. 

The taste is bitter; vomiting of green bile 
occurs on motion, or even on sitting up in bed. 

Great anxiety in the epigastric region. The 
abdomen is distended, with rumbling and gurgling 
in it and painful to pressure. 

As a rule, the evacuations are suppressed, but 
we find urgency to stool yet no stool. -Urine is 
suppressed; yet there is urgency to pass water. 

The menses are increased. The flow occurs in 
large coagula, with- drawing pain in the abdomen, 
in the ilium and other parts. 

With regard to the respiratory organs, we find 
no cough as by Hyoscyamus and Belladonna, but 
respiration is difficult and constricted, generally 
with anxious respiration and liviclity of the face. A 
pressing pain in the chest, which is provoked by 
talking, with difficult respiration; it is hardly possi- 
ble to draw in the breath. These symptoms are 
of great interest in connection with the empirical 
use of Stramonium in asthma. 

In the trunk and extremities hardly any symp- 
toms are observed, save the convulsive movements, 
sense of lassitude in the back and drawing pains 
in the spine, the sacrum and the ilium. 

The sleep is either solid and sound and deep, 
with loud , snoring, the patient lying bn the back,^ 
with the eyes fixed and open; or else it is light. 
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with troublesome dreams and disturbed by startings, 
cryings and wakings. • 

The fever is moderate. - The chill, it occur, 
is general, with twitching of single groups of 
muscles. Heat is chiefly in the face, or, if it 
be general, it is characteristic that, during it, the 
patient carefully covers himself up. (Ignatia.) 
Sweat copious. 

The disposition resembles a genuine mania, 
distinguished by loquacity, halhicinations and ridic- 
ulous attitudes and gestures; the hallucinations 
completely possess the patient. 

But sometimes this mania amounts to absolute 
rage, with disposition to strike and bite, and alter- 
nating with convulsions. 

PRACTICAI. APPLICATION.?. 

Remarks on practical applications of Stramonium 
may best be prefaced by the following r^arks 
from Hahnemann's introduction; 

“ During its primary action. Stramonium pro- 
duces no pain, properly so called, though it does 
cause very unpleasant s'ensations. 

“The primary effect is to increase the activity 
of the voluntary muscles, and to ‘suppress all the 
secretions, a state exactly contrary to the secon- 
dary effect which paralyzes the muscles, and in 
which the excretions hre superabundant For die 
same reason, when taken in a proper dose, it 
soothes spasmodic muscular action, and restores the 
course of the suppressed excretitms in many casefe 
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where absence of pain predominates; this plant, 
dierefore, can only cure^homceopathically when the 
morbid state corresponds with its own primary 
effect 

“But, and here I speak from experience, what 
incomparable curative power has not the homoeopa- 
thic application of the mental derangement excited 
specially by Stramonium exerted in analogous 
mental diseases arising from other cau.ses; and how 
salutary is this plant in convulsive affections similar 
to those which it provokes. I have found great 
benefit from it in certain epidemic fevers having 
symptoms analogous mentally and physically to its 
own. 

“But, as mania shows various modifications, so 
we cannot always obtain a cisre for it by one 
remedy. In certain cases we must have recourse 
to Belladonna, in others to Henbane, in others 
to Stramonium, according as the symptoms corre- 
spond homoeopathically with one or the other of 
these three drugs. 

“Moderate doses only keep up their action 
thirty-six to forty-eight hours; weaker doses a still 
shorter time.” 

In mania. Stramonium is a most valuable rem- 
edy. The form which requires it has less fever 
than that of Belladonna; more convulsion, and 
{^specially convulsion of isolated groups of mus- 
cles; more hallucination. It has more fever than 
that of Hyoscyamus, less loqjjacity, no quarrel-^ 
jBQm’:aiess, but, on die contrary, good nature; the 
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hallucinations are real, not, as under Hyoscyamus, 
half real, bewildering the ^patient 

Convulsions. Stramonium has been found useful 
in epilepsy as well as in other forms of spas- 
modic disease. It is remarkable, however, that 
the convulsions produced by it are partial, rather 
th^ general, affecting the arms rather than the 
lower extremities; affecting, also, isolated groups 
of» muscles. Thus, we have twitchings of the 
extremities and of the facial muscles, jerkings of 
the head, etc. 

From these symptoms we should be inclined 
to draw an indication for the use of Stramonium 
in chorea; and it has been found the most 
useful drug in the materia medica in this malady. 

It should be noted, however, that chorea 
being almost always (at least in my experience) 
associated with, if not based upon, a depraved 
and vitiated state of the nutrition involving 
changes of organic substance, no such remedy 
as Stramonium, which does not modify nutrition 
nor alter the organic substance, can be relied 
upon as the sole or even the chief remedy; I 
have, accordingly, though finding Stramonium 
very useful to moderate the ,«everity of the 
purely nervous phenomena, been obliged to trust 
to such remedies, . alterative in their character, 
as Calcarea carbonica, Natrum muriaticum and 
Sepia, or Sulphur, for a permanent cure. 

In delirium tremens, it is easy to see that Stra-^ 
monium would be fdearly indicated in the second 
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Stage too. It has been tried and with admirable 
success. * 

The spasmodic afiection of the pharynx, and 
the fact that the various convulsive affections are 
brought on by the sight of water, etc., suggest 
the use of Stramonium in ^hydrophobia. Hahne- 
mann affirms that it has been successfully used in 
some forms of the disease. 

Stramonium has been of greatest service^ in 
suppression of the urine, without pain or discom- 
fort, such suppression usually occurring in the 
course of long fevers, e. g., typhoid or typhus, 
not a simple retention of urine in the bladder; in 
such a case Opium would do better. 

Likewise in suppression of urine after miscar- 
riage or after labor, where the desire to pass water 
is great but there is no ability to accomplish it. 
Stramonium will give speedy relief, provided always 
the case be not one of retention from a mechanical 
cause, such as retroversion of the uterus. 

In affections of the respiratory organs, Stra- 
monium has acquired a great reputation for the . 
relief of asthma. It was used as follows; The 
dried leaves were smoked in a pipe, sometimes 
alone and sometimes with niter ; giving often relief 
but sometimes causing damage. 

In scarlatina, Stramonium stands next to Bella- 
donna. The eruption is generally reported as 
being very like scarlatina. The fever- is less ||ian 
that of * Belladonna. The throat affection is less 
fhantjiiat of Belladonna. At the same time, from 
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the suppression of urine, we may infer that Stra- 
monium affects the kidneys more thai\ Belladonna. 
It is thought that Stramonium suits now a larger 
class than heretofore. (See . the article of Dr. 
Wells on scarlet fever, “American Homoeopathic 
Review,” vo!s. iv., v. and vi.) 

The following case of poisoning from the appli- 
cation of Stramonium leaves to an ulcer came 
unfler my own observation : 

A mechanic, about forty-four years old, whose 
health had suffered greatly in consequence of a 
severe bilious remittent fever and the heroic doses 
of calomel prescribed for its cure, had been under 
my care several weeks for large irritable ulcers 
upon both legs. I was called in haste, early one 
morning, and was informed that my patient was 
“not right in hi.s mind.” 

I found him dressed and lying on a lounge. 
He recognized me and immediately apologized for 
not rising, stating that his limbs were not under 
his control ; and, in fact, I found afterward that 
they were paralyzed. His face was covered with 
patches of an irregular shape, not elevated above 
the rest of the skin and of a brilliant fiery red 
color. The conjunctiva was injected, the pupils 
immensely dilated ; the .whole expression of the ^ye 
was brilliant, restless, suspicious and roving. < The 
brow was corrugated. , The appearance of the 
patient suggested mania and I might have at <mce 
pronounced it a ca$e of delirium tremens had I 
not well known ^e temperate haBits of my patientf 
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The tongue was moist, the papillae enlarged and 
projecting through a soft white fur. The limbs 
were motionless. The arms on the contrary were 
constantly reaching forward and upward with an 
uncertain tremulous motion, as if the patient were 
endeavoring to seize some* object which he indis- 
tinctly perceived in tlie air. As I sat observing 
him, he suddenly turned toward the wall, exclaim- 
ing, “There are those bugs! help me to catch them!” 
“What bugs?” I asked. “There,” he replied, “a 
long train of bed-bugs, and after them a proces- 
sion of beetles, and here comes crawling over me 
a host of cockroaches.” He shrank back in much 
alarm. Then suddenly he turned to me, saying, 
“ I believe I know they are not really bugs ; but, 
except once in a while, they seem real to me I” 
This scene was many times repeated. For some 
time I was at a loss to account for the condition 
of my patient. At length the peculiar, almost 
convulsive, motions of his upper extremities while 
the lower extremities were nearly paralyzed, together 
with tl^ aspect o^ the face and the mental condition 
suggested Stramonium to my mind. His family 
knew nothing of his having used it, but when he 
heard me mention the name, he pointed to his legs, 
where, on exariiination, I found a quantity of ‘the 
bruised green leaves which he had applied to the 
ulcers, it seems, the night before, in the hope of 
rdlieving pain. ' , 

The poisoning not being wery serious, I con- 
t^ted myself with removing the leaves and allow* 
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ing the effects of the poison to pass away without 
administering any antidote. 

The mental symptoms produced in this case 
by the Stramonium so closely resembled those of 
the second stage of delirium tremens, as to point 
strongly to Stramonium as a valuable remedy in 
that disease.* 

* See a case of poisoning by of poisoning from eating Stramo- 

Stramonium, recorded by Dr. nium seeds. Also, poisoning by 

Meigs, m the North American Stramonium seeds, narrated by 

Medical and Surgical Journal,” Dr. Johnson, American Mcdi> 

January, 1827. Also, ‘‘Flank’s cal Times,” i., 22, i86o. 

Magazine,” vol. ii., p. 230. Case 



OPIUM. 

I NSPISSATED juice of the Papaver somniferwn. 
We derive it from Turkey and from India ; it is 
also made in France. It has been used from early 
ages. Iii most countries now, it affords a disrep- 
utable but very common means of indulging in 
intoxication. 

No drug is so universally used in the old 
school of medicine. The great Hufeland affirmed 
that if he had to choose one remedy from the 
materia medica for exclusive use it should be 
Opium. Its extensive use among allopathists fol- 
lows from these Tacts. Tile old school has few 
specifics, and these are but seldom used. Most 
diseases "being attended with pain, the pain must 
be either subdued by acting specifically upon the 
causes of pain, or else the pain must be relieved 
by a palliative anodyne, while the disease is sought 
to be cured by the use of revulsive agents addressed 
to other organs of the body than those which are 
the se# of disease. Jhe latter is the mode alm9^t 
universally employed. Hence t^e constant use of 
atiodyoes.* For example, in severe sclerotitis, the 
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old school would use. revulsive agents addressed to 
the bowels (purges) and to the skin (blisters) ; 
but, at , the same time, to subdue the pain in the 
eye, a dose of Opium would be given. 

Homoeopathy does not do so. It gives a drug 
that acts specifically on the cause of disease and 
upon the organ diseased and no other, and there 
is no need of an anodyne. These are the rea- 
sons why Opium is so much used by allopaths and 
so little by homoeopathicians. 

Hahnemann’s observations, though requiring 
some modifications perhaps in consequence of the 
wider experience of later years, are most instruct- 
ive. “The primary result of weak and moderate 
doses, during whose action the organism is affected 
in a passive manner, appears to be to excite 
for a short time the irritability and activity of 
the muscles subject to its action, but also to dimin- 
ish for a longer time that of the -muscles which 
are npt subjected to its influence; to excite the 
imagination and the courage, but also to deaden 
and stupefy the feelings, the sensibility and presence 
of mind. Under a longer continuance of its action, 
the organism, by its power of reaction, produces a 
condition exactly the reverse,-^,a want of excitability 
and activity in the involuntary muscles, ap absence 
of ideas, languor imagination with timidity and ' 
over-aensibility of the general- feeling. ’ Ceitain 
s)^ptoms are more p^pable tin some indmduals 
than in otiilers. No medicine relieves suffering 
sooiter than Opium. It is titis. prt^ferty *that has 
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induced physician?, to employ it so largely — a 
source of innumerable evils. If the use of Opium 
in disease were as beneficial as it is frequent, no 
other medicine would make so many cures; but 
exactly the reverse takes place. 

“The power of this medicine and its rapid 
action indicate that its effects should be thoroughly 
studied before using it. 

“ Now, as Opiupi has hitherto been but little 
used, excepting as an antipathic and a palliative, 
and its primary effects only have been opposed to 
diseases, no medicine has appeared so soothing 
or has so apparently suppressed morbid syntp- 
toms, although soon followed by results more 
distressing than the original disease. In short, 
nothing has caused more positive evil after appar* 
ent good. 

“In all kinds of coughs, diarrhoeas, vomiting, 
sleeplessness, melancholy, spasms, nervous affections, 
and, above all, in severe pain. Opium is indiscrim- 
ipately given, on * the ground that it is the best 
remedy in such cases. But its innumerable evil 
results do not appear among the primitive efiects 
of Opium, which .are precisely the reverse. 

“Therefore, we , may easily imagine how few 
salutary and enduring effects can be obtained in 
the grreater number of morbid ^d physical affec- 
ttoift; and diis is proved by daily experience. 

“K" Opium has been found to cure cou^h, 
iSarrhosa, si(dtness; spasms, etc., etc., in a fow 
case^ $1 iis only when these symptoms first show 
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themselves in persons previously in good health 
and are but slight. Opium will sometimes instore 
the patient quickly to health, because, if these 
symptoms are at once destroyed, the body is re- 
stored to its former condition; and the tendency to 
their return is suppressed. , 

“ But, because this palliative action on. slight 
and recent cases succeeds in a few instances, it 
does not follow that . Opium really possesses the 
power of curing them' permanently in all cases. 

“ It cannot convert them into sound health 
because they are symptoms of other diseases with 
which Opium does not coincide homceopathically. 
For this reason it has seldom been used without 
injury to the patient in long-standing coughs, con- 
tinued diarrhoeas, habitual wakefulness,* chronic sick- 
ness, spasms, anxiety and tremors, when they have 
been for some time established'. 

“ In ■ administering Opium for these complaint^,- 
, we see 'that it is on the principle of soothing, pro- 
curing a temporary suspension , of suffering ; thqt 
subsequently it will relieve only by increasing the 
dose, which even then becomes less- ■ effective tmd 
at thte same time creates new disi^ase,— -an artificial 
malady, still more serious and distressing than the 
first . , ' 

But It is yet more striking 4x> tAserve that up 
to the present timq the u^e of Opium has ieen.; 
abused by giving it in all kinds of pains, however 
deep seated and of- however long standing. U' 
shocks our undq-standing and seepis like retumbig - 
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to the absurd idea of a universal medicine, to 
expect from it the cure of diseases totally different 
to each other. • 

“All pains soothed for the moment by Opium 
return after a short time,' when the stupefying effect 
is past, and very often are still more intense than 
before ; so that at last they will only yield to 
stronger and larger doses, which create in return 
other serious diseases "new to the sufferer. The 
use of Opium in confirmed pain is therefore em- 
pirical and deceptive to the patient, leading him 
to attribute to other diseases the mischievous con- 
sequences that are due to it alone. 

“ By treating' all pains antipathically by Opium, 
we have seen the use of this drug bring on a 
train of evil consequences, — stupor, constipation, 
and other serious symptoms which appertain to 
Opium, and without which it would not be what 
it is. But persons have deceivdd themselves as to 
the character of these inevitjible effects. Instead 
of perceiving in them results inherent in the nature 
of Opium, they have considered them as derived 
from some accessory properties which they have 
taken unwearied pains to separate from it' Hence 
the various correctives that have been tried for two 
thous^d years, in the hope of soothing spasms 
and pains, without bringing on delirium or consti- 
paidoft; of suppressing vomiting or diarrhoea with- 
out causing stupoV; of procuring sleep without " 
heat, headache, tremors, languor, depression, and 

eKtreme sensitiveness to cold^ 

21 
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“ But all this is fallacious. By all these means 
Opium is only rendered less active, without chang- 
ing its nature.” 

By a series of arguments and illustrations of 
this character, Hahnemann shows that the almost 
universal use of Opium is a resort to a temporary 
palliative of suffering, not to a specific for the 
cause of that suffering, whatever that cause may 
be. Whereas Opium can only be used with pro- 
priety in those diseases for which the correspond- 
ence of its symptoms shows it may be a specific 
remedy. These are very few in number. Hence 
homceopathists make infrequent use of Opium. 

Instead of an elaborate analysis of the Opium 
symptoms, I shall call attention only to a few of 
the infrequent applications of Opium, viz.: 

In apoplexy ; constipation ; lead colic ; wake- 
fulness. 

poplexy. The following description of the 
effect of a large dose of Opium is taken from 
Stilld and Beck : 

“ The head feels full and hot and sometimes 
light, there are buzzing noises in the ears, the face 
and eyes ‘are injected, while the pupil is more or 
less contracted. Flashes of light are apt to ap- 
pear before the eyes ; the ideas me confust^ and 
extravagant, and sometimes there is ddfirium ; 
the pulse is fuller and more frequent; die skin is 
ho^ the mouth and fauces dry; generally there 
is nausea and, in some cases, vomiting. To dies# 
symptoms depression succeeds. The pulee beats' 
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«H>re ^wly dnd often irregularly: the head feels 
heavy and full, and all the senses lose their acute- 
ness; the countenance assumes a stolid, stupid, 
besotted expression, produced by the turgidness of 
the features, the dullness of the eyes and the 
drooping of their lids ; there is a strong indisposi- 
tioif to think or move, or, more properly, an 
inability to make any exertion, either of mind or 
body ; the speech is thick and hesitating ; the mus- 
, cles of the limbs are affected with spasmodic 
movements, and, if the patient attempt to walk, he 
feels dizzy and oppressed, and staggers like a 
drunken man. 

“An irresistible propensity to sleep follows these 
symptoms, and when yielded to, the breathing be- 
comes laborious and often stertorous, while the 
general surface of the body grows pale and damp, 
and the hands and feet cold. The effects of still 
larger doses are similar, though more decided and 
not preceded by* a period of excitement. They are 
giddiness, insensibility and immobility, respiration 
hardly perceptible, and a small, feeble pulse, which 
sometimes becomes full and slow. The eyes are 
,^ut^ the {mpils contracted, and the whole expres- 
Mon of the countenance is usually that of deep and 


per£^ .repose. As the effects increase, the lethargic 
more profound, d^lutition is sus- 
die breathing is occasionally stertorous, the 
alt insensible to light, the countenance is 
cadaivesrous, and the. muscles of the limbs 
relaxed." 
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These same words might be used to describe 
one form of cerebral apoplexy. 

“After death from Opium poisoning, the con- 
volutions of the brain are found to be flattened, 
the vessels of the cerebro-spinal axis and its invest- 
ing membranes are gorged with black blood, and 
the capillaries of the brain give out on incision 
minute drops of the same fluid. A serous, liquid 
is usually met with in the ventricles of the brain ^ 
and under the cerebral face of the arachnoid mem- 
brane.” 

Thus both the symptoms and the post-mortem 
appearances resemble those of one form of apo- 
plexy, and it is not, therefore, surprising that 
Opium has been found a most valuable remedy in 
even apparently hopeless cases of this affection. 

It would seem that we should hope more from 
it when the apoplexy had not been preceded by 
chronic symptoms of lesion in the substance of the 
encephalon, such as would indicate a destructive 
process (softening, for example) as going on for 
some time prior to the apoplectic stroke. In such 
cases we haye undoubtedly a considerable coagulum 
in the brain substance, ancf the case would naturally 
be almost hopeless. 

In several severe cases 6f cerebral apoplexy, 
with very profound coma, where Opium had entirely 
failed. Dr. J. Barker, of Brooklyn, has succeeded in 
effecting a cure with Apis. In his opinion, which 
is based on much experience with this remedy, . 
Apis is a medicine of great importance in 
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and ^spinal affections, whether they manifest them- 
selves chiefly by coma or by spasms. 

Constipation. Opium produces a suspension of 
the secretion from the mucous surfaces of the 
digestive canal, e. g,, the dry mouth and fauces. 

‘ It probably, therefore, lessens the amount of excre- 
ment It also paralyzes the intestine. These two 
« actions combine to produce an obstinate constipa- 
tion, an effect of Opium which is universally 
admitted, recognized, and, by allopaths, regretted. 
We are, however, enabled by it to cure certain 
analogous forms of severe constipation. 

Most prominent among these is the constipation 
from paralysis of the intestine caused by lead, and 
known as a concomitant of “painter’s colic.” 

Retention of Urine. It is doubtful whether 
Opium diminishes the secretion of urine, but it 
certainly does cause its retention in the bladder. 
This it does, perhaps, chiefly by blunting the sensi- 
bility of the lining membrape of the neck of the 
bladder, so that the fullness of the bladder is not 
recognized by the patient. It may also paralyze 
the longitudinal and circi^lar muscular fibers of the 
bladder. Though the mass of the urine is retained 
and the bladder full, yet some urine may dribble 
away unknown to the patient 

Tins whole condition is very differeht from that 
produced by Stramonium,* which produces suppres- 
dbp of uHne, causing the kidneys to suspend tfleir 

*1^ rdluition of urine, Opium is our best remedy. 
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It may occur in fever, in acute illness, or, frequ^dy, 
after child-birth. ' 

Do we never use Opium as a palliative in acute 
and very painful affections for which we have not 
found a specific remedy? I have twice thought it 
necessary to do so. On each occasion I regretted' 
it. It did mischief The patients, after a tempo- 
rary relief, got worse, and then, after all, I found, • 
by hard study, the proper remedy (as I ought to 
have done at first), and cured the cases, as I might 
and ought to have done in the beginning, without 
Opium, ha5 I known enough. 

In evidently incurable diseases when the patient 
is moribund, as in cancer, etc.. Opium may perhaps 
be given, but even in such cases, tliough there be 
no hope of recovery, it should be sparingly used. 



HELLEBORUS NIGER. 

BLACK HELLEBORE — CHRISTMAS ROSE. 

B efore passing from this group, I desire to 
say a few words upon this drug, of which 
we know but little, — that little being, however, 
very precious. It was used by the ancients in the 
treatment of insanity, of epilepsy and of dropsy. 
It is rarely used now by allo'pathists. 

I. Its action on the vital force is well de- 
scribed by Hahnemann in a foot-note to the 
proving: 

“I conclude, from various observations, that 
stiipor, blunting of the general sensibility, a condi- 
tion in which, with unimpaired vision, the patient, 
nevertheless sees imperfectly and does not regard 
the' objects he sees ; with the apparatus of hearing 
intact yet hears nothing distinctly nor comprehends, 
with Ims organs of taste in working order, yet finds 
not fihe proper taste in anything; is always or 
trften distraught, hardly remembers, if at all, tjje 
what has but just happened ; has no pleasure, 
tn anything; slumbers but lightly, without a sound 
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or refreshing sleep; undertakes to work without 
having power or strength to attend to his work,— 
these are characteristic primary effects of HeUebore." 

2. On the organic substance it acts as a pro- 
ducer of watery accumulations in various parts of 
the body and general anasarca. The peculiarities 
of its action have been described. In addition, it 
produces a severe headache, similar to that of 
Belladonna, and of Silicea as follows: 

Headache in occiput ; dull pain ; worse on stoop- 
ing, from the nape of neck to the vertex, aggravated 
and changed to burning on rising to the erect 
posture. 

The pain is so violent he knows not where or 
how to rest the head; he lays it every moment in 
a different position, at last finds it most tolerable 
when he compels himself to lie quiet and with 
closed eyes to half doze, and so forget his pain. 
Heat in the head, stupidity and heaviness, internal 
heat in the head, with coldness of the hands, etc. 

The eyelids tremble and quiver; a sensation as 
if the eye were pressed shut or out from the eye 
and yet the vision is normal. 

A bitter taste in the throat, increased after 
eating; nausea from the epigastrium, wiAout ability 
to vomit, sometimes a feeling of nausea in the 
stomach, as if from hunger, but food, is repulsive; 
pain in the epigastrium and in the region of ihe 
pylorus; every step is painful, increased by talking 
and by pressure, a sensation as if the epicrastrium 
were drawn inward. 
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Heaviness in the abdomen; flatulence. 

S^/. The stool is mostly diarrhoeic, being 
slimy and jelly-like, and yet the evacuation requires 
some urging. A hard and scanty stool is attended 
by violent cutting pain in the rectum from below 
upward, as if it constricted over a cutting substance. 

Frequent urgency to pnss water and very scanty 
evacuation; or; as a ^condary action, copious and 
easy discharge.' 

Respiratory Organs. Spasmodic sneezing from 
tickling in the nose; also a similar cough, with 
dyspnoea 

Back. . A contracting pain in the loins, and a 
pain in the dorsal and cervical regions, as if beaten, 
and R stiffness. 

Exterior. Tearing in the medulla of the bones 
and in the dorsa of the fingers, where it is com- 
bined with a kind of paralytic sensation; various 
drawing and pressing pains. 

In the skin we see a general anasarca. 

Sticking boring pains in the periosteum and 
odier parts of the body, aggravated by cool air 
smd by physical exertion. 

The sleep is restless and full of confused dreams 
and of fantdiies. 

The fever is made up chiefly of chill, without 
thh^ and with painful sensibility of the head to 
and motion; with drawing tearing in the 
and; stitches iji the joints. 

is chiefly in the head. 
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PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS. 

Hellebore lias been useful in general dropsy 
when accompanied by the stupor and general 
paralysis of sensibility, of which Hahnemann’s de- 
scription has been quoted. 

Its most frequent use, however, has been in 
typhoid and nervous fevers characterized by a 
similar stupor, and in the second stage of acute 
meningitis or acute hydrocephalus, when the effusion 
has already taken place. Its use in these cases 
was first demonstrated by Dr. Wahle, of Rome. 

Dr. Bahr, of Hanover, thus speaks of it: “In 
acute meningitis, Helleborus niger is one of our 
most important remedies when the exudatioa is 
regarded as accomplished. The exact time for its 
administration is when the reaction has become 
almost nothing, and the phenomena of paralysis 
have become more or less complete.” 

• This indication again throws us back to Hahne- 
mann’s very comprehensive and terse characteiiza- 
tion of the chief action of Hellebore, which 
comprises all that can be said of the remedy. 

The fact that Hellebore produces .anasarca, 
would suggest its use in post-scaiiadhal dropsy; 
and Altschul speaks very highly of it in such cases, 
particularly when the general symptoms are* those 
of stupor, etc., as they often are. If, on the bon- 
trary, the patient be resdess, eiccited and erethisde, 
although weak. Arsenic will be better indicated. 
Apis, also, has been found of great value. , 
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In mania of a^ melancholy type, wil^ fixed ideas, 
or in mania dsemonica, in which evil spirits are 
seen at night. Hellebore has been an approved 
remedy, from the earliest ages. 



SILICEA. 

synonyms: kieselerde, terra-silicea, acidum sili- 

CIUM. 

T he proving of Silicea upon the healthy subject 
was published by Hahnemann in vol. iii. of the 
“Chronic Diseases,” 1828. Additional symptoms 
are found in the “Materia Medica” of Hartlaub 
and Trinks, vol. iii., and a fragment by Wahle, in 
the “Archiv fur Homoeopathische Heilkunst,” xv., 
2, 87. These are all incorporated in Hahnemann’s 
essay in the second edition of “Chronic Diseases.” 
A proving by Ruoff was published in “ Hygea,” 
viii. (1838), and one by Hencke in “Allg. Horn. 
Zeitung,” 55, 17 (1857). A proving of Aqua Sil- 
icata, by Becker, was published in “Hygea,” xxii. 
(1847), and a paper by Dr. Colby in “New 
England Medical Gazette” (1871). 

In our study of Silicea we shall follow Hahne- 
mann’s essay in the second edition of “Chronic 
Diseases.” * 

SPECIAL ANALYSIS. 

I. Head. ( a.) Sensorium. Confusion • in die 
head; mental exertion is very dLQScult; confoskm 
in speaking ; it is difficult to seize the right exfutis- 
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sion; a brief conversation ‘causes confusion of the 
head and general lassitude; memory is Enfeebled*, 
dullness in the head without pain, as if ‘ it were too 
full of blood. 

Vertigo is a very prominent symptom. It 
occurs when the prover rises from the recumbent 
position or from stooping, or when sitting or walk- 
ing. Also when looking^ upward. It seems to 
come from the dorsal region up through the nape 
of the neck into the head (as does the headache 
of Silicea). The vertigo makes the prover incline 
to fall forward or to the left, and is so severe that 
he fears he shall fall. It is aggravated by motion, 
and by looking upward, and is accompanied by 
nausea. 

( b.) Headache. The headache of Silicea is char- 
acteristic. Its location is for the most part in the 
forehead, extending often to the temples and 
involving the eyes, especially the right eye and 
temple. There is also a characteristic aching and 
pain, extending as if from 'the back up the nape 
of the neck through the occiput to the vertex. 
Many of the pains, especially the pressing, aching 
pain, are described as affecting the whole head. 

The <pains are chiefly aching, pressing ; also 
tearing and boring; and heaviness and fullness, as 
though there were too much blood in the head. 

The headache occurs after mental exertion or 
annoyance. It is decidedly aggravated by mental 
or iTodily exertion, by quick movements of the head 
or body, whiirii convert the dull aching pain into 
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acute stabs ; by noise and by light It is relieved 
•by quiet, darkness, lying down, and, which is char- 
acteristic of Silicea, by wrapping the head up 
warmly. This condition, relieved by warmth, we 
shall meet in other Silicea symptoms. It is to be 
remarked that the relief is not afforded by simple 
pressure, as with Menyanthes, but by warmth, e. g., 
by warm-water compresses. Indeed, the pressure 
of the hat increases the occipital headache. 

The concomitants are pain in the eyes when 
the globes are revolved laterally in the orbits, chil- 
liness and nausea and vomiting. 

The similarity of this headache to that of 
Spigelia, Paris quadrifolia, Cocculus and Gelsem- 
inum, should be noted. 

The Silicea headache is mostly on the right side. 
The scalp is sensitive to touch ; the hair falls out 
when combed; upon the scalp are itching pustules. 

2. Eyes. In the orbits, pressure and soreness; 
the eyes pain in the morning, as if they were full 
of sand and too dry; the lids quiver; they are 
agglutinated ; they are spasmodically constricted, 
and can hardly be opened; there are symptoms of 
conjunctivitis, with moderate lachrymation and niuco- 
purulent discharge. *' 

Itching in the eyes; aching of the globe, with 
redness of the sclerotica. 

Considerable photophobia in paroxysms; muscae 
volitantes; objects confused before, the eyes; thttib- 
bing in the ears; shakes the eyes so that objects 
move up and dosro. 
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Fnm Ae paroxysmal character of some of these 
symptoms, it would seem probable that most of the 
eye affections of Silice^ are sympaAetic. 

3. Ears. Itching, aching, drawing, pinching 
pains in Ae external meatus. These pains some- 
times occur, and often are aggravated, when 
blowing the nose or swallowing. The external ear 
is swollen, with discharge of fluid from the meatus, 
with hissing noise and deafness ; deafness ; noises 
of various kinds in the ears ; hard and painful 
swelling of the parotid gland. 

It would appear from these symptoms (as well 
as from clinical results) that Silicea corresponds to 
a catarrhal affection of the ear, both external and 
middle, and of the Eustachian tube, producing 
deafness.- There is also exalted sense of hearing, 
probably sympathetic, with headache. 

4. Nose. Tenderness of the septum narium 
and of the end of the nose. Pressure and 
aching at root of nose. Drawing pain in root 
of nose, ^ and zygoma Throbbing in nostrils, ex- 
tending into Ae brain, with throbbing headache 
in Ae forehead. Fluent coryza acrid watery dis- 
chaa'ge. Discharge of bloody mucus. Epistaxis. 
Dryness in Ae choanm. Morsels of food lodge in 
Ae choans on swallowing. The sense of smell is 
uiii^yAAlly k^en. 

5. Face. The cheeks, lips and chin are affected. 

is pale, as after a long sicl^ess. 
to time white spots . appear upon tlflj 
mater bones and behin<f the ears 
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and in the temporo-maxillary articnlation, paths 
a drawing, tearing character, aggravated by motion 
and by touch. Painful constricting spasms in tem- 
poco-maxillary articulation, and then in the temple. 
Itching and papular eruption on the forehead and 
nose, checks and lips, painful when touched. 

6. Lips. Vesicular eruption on the margin of 
the lips, smarting when touched, and Very painfu*. 
The corners of the mouth are ulcerated. The sub- 
maxillary glands are swollen and painful to touch 
and on swallowing. 

7. Gums and Teeth. Gums swollen, sensitive 
and ulcerated. Vesicles on the gums. Dental 
ulcers, painful from contact of cold water. Tooth- 
ache, shooting and soreness, chiefly in carious 
teeth, worse at night, aggravated always by cold 
air and water, sometimes also by very hot food, as 
well as by cold, accompanied by sore gums, heat 
in head and burning cheeks. 

8. .Mouth. The mouth and lips are dry (pri- 
mary, 30 hours); much saliva (secondary, 8 days). 

9. Taste. Bitter, foul, bloody, sour. 

10. Tongue. Sensation as if a hair lay on 

tongue. Tongue sore at the tip, coated and numb. 
The right half is swollen. • 

11. Throat, In the hfud palate and in the 

velum, itching and ^tchea*^ Uvula^ swoUtm and 
elongated. , " 

Itching at orifice of' Enstad^an tube, 
hoat^eness and dry throaty pain in 

throats dffly swallowinfl^* dte lhrc^«beliii^ < 
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(>suij6i} when touched'; sore throat as though a 
himp were on the left side of the throat 

12. CBsophagu^. Difhmlt deglutition; the food 
passes slowly into the stomach. 

13. Stomach. Sensations of weight and press- 
ure in the stomach. Pinching and griping pmns. 
Gnawing sensation, relieved by lying with the 
limb§ drawn up Most of these sensations and 
many other symptoms come on or are worse after 
eating, are increased by walking, and are accom- 
panied by flatulence. 

(a.) Appetite. Unnatural hunger, especially 
toward evening, hut no real appetite , the food 
will not go down ; after eating a small quantity, 
nausea; also a sensation of weakness in the stom- 
achy After eating, eructations, tasteless, also acid, 
feeling as of a stone in the stomach , also vertigo 
without nausea ; also deafness, chilliness, palpita- 
tion, sweat of the face, sleepiness, heartburn, hic- 
cough. Aversion to meat 
{b.) Thirst. Increased, 

• ^4. Hypofhondria. Across the stomach and 
hypochondria gripipg and pinching pain in p^rox- 
yims for weeks. Drawing and pinching pain 
extendmg to hip-joints. Drawing and pinching 
pain ek&ending from the hypochondria to the spinal 
cohimn* * / 

(a.) 'JRight HypochendrittM. . Continued press- 
ure, stitches, pain posteriorly (near the renal region). 

" (k.)^ Hyphekon/irium. Paifa as if something 
wq^d lleairhway. 
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15. Abdomen. Abdomen distended and hard; 
not much flatulence. Tearing, griping and cutting 
pains, affecting chiefly the umbilical reg^ion, occur* 
ring or worse when walking, relieved by applying 
warm cloths. Pain in the inguinal region, as 
though a hernia would protrude. The inguinal 
glands are swollen and painful. Much offensive 
flatus. 

16. Stool Constipation, with desire for stool. 
Sensation as though faeces remained in the rectum, 
which has not power to expel them When, 
after much violent effort of the abdominal muscles, 
faeces have been nearly expelled, they suddenly 
recede into the rectum. This symptom has often 
been verified in practice. Silicea produces likewise 
diarrheea. Stools are pappy with mucus, like 
particles of membrane ; or are fluid, scanty and 
putrid-smelling, and are attended by a biting, 
burning sensation in the anus , or they consist only 
of bloody mucus, with burning and biting at the 
anus. Frequent desire for stool, with chilliness and 
nausea. 

After stool, burning in anus; pressure in head; 
constriction of chest; relief ©f #:olic, and^ great 
exhaustion ; he falls into slumber from which 
colic wakes him. . 

17. Anus and Rectum, St^hing, cuttings and 
burning in rectum and anus. ' Stitches toward the 
genital organs. Mobture of die ‘anus. 

ihoidai tumors protrude with stod, return with 
difficulty, dnd dhfchfu’ge bloody nhtcua They ^ 
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very paunful (sticking) and tender. Spasmodic, 
boring pain from anus up into the rectum and to 
the testes. 

. 18. Urinary Organs, (a.) Bladder. Pressure 

upon the bladder while urinating ; burning after it 
(b.) Urethra. Smarting and burning while 
unnating. Fine stitches continually in anterior part. 

(c.) Urine. SccTnty, with yellow or red sandy 
deposit 

(<L) Micturition. Frequent desire , constant 
desire, with discharge by drops and burning in the 
urethra; need to urinate frequently, every quarter 
of an hour; must get up almost every night to 
urinate. 

Accompanied by burning and smarting in ure- 
thra; accompanied by itching in the pudenda. 

19. Genital Organs. Male. (a.) Penis. 
Pressure from the prostate forward ; prepuce 
swollen, with itching and moist eruption externally; 
recess near the corona, as if abraded, with itching. 

(b.) Testes. Pain in the right, as if indurated; 
pain at night, but only when lying. 

Hydl'ocele (reported by Wahle). Sweat and 
itching pf scrotum'; itching and moist eruption on 
scrotum 1 aching in spermatic cord, the testes 
,hanging lax. - 

(c.) Special Function. Frequent erections; 
seaniaS de^e enfeebled; frequent nocturnal emis- 
sions; great prostration after coitus. 

Ptsi^arge of prostatic fluid, with * a difi^culs 

or at every stool 
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20. Genital Organs. Female. ( a.) Vulva. Itch- 
ing, with ’watery leucorrhcea. 

(b.) Vagina. Sensation like labor pains; leu- 
corrhea copious, watery, with violent itching of the 
vulva, or following a pinching pain around umbili- 
cus on micturition ; bloody mucus immediately after 
menstruation. 

(c.) Menses first anticipate, then are increased 
in quantity. The secretion has a strong odor, 
preceded by a strong 'pressure and a compressed 
feeling over the eyes as of a weight, and by con- 
stipation. 

At the commencement of menstruation, parox- 
ysms of icy coldness of the whole body. During 
the menses cold feet, melancholy, anguish in epi- 
gastrium; drawing between scapula, only at night, 
relieved by bending backward ; strong burning and 
soreness of the pudenda, with eruptions oij the 
inside of the thighs. 

After the menses, immediately a discharge of 
bloody mucus from the vagina. 

21 . Respiratory Organs, (a.) Nasal Mucous 
Membrane. Frequent sneezing, which causes burst- 
ing pain in chest; nose obstructed, cannot speak 
or breathe through it; fluent coryza; coryzi some- 
times dcy, sometimes fluent, but persistent This 
and the cough are accompanied by swelling of the 
sub-maxillary gland, sore throat on swallowing, 
great chilliness, contpelling to lie down; ^en, after 
an hour in bed, great burning heat 

(b.) X^atynxand Trachea. Hoarseness; rtntgh- 
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ness and dryness in the th^t, with irritation, 
ihduting cough after lunch. 

Sore feeling in top of larynx. 

Tickling itching in the region of the supra-ster- 
nal fossa, which threatens suffocation, until a deep 
sluittering cough conies on, which lasts several 
hours, and produces pain in abdomen and throat 

(c.) Cough. Deep, exhausting; at first dry, 
then loose, with abundant purulent expectoration, 
provoked by tickling in the throat and supra-sternal 
fossa; by a sensation as if a hair lay from .tip of 
tongue to the trachea and produced a tickling, com- 
pelling to cough, hack and scrape; by tickling in 
larynx at. night; excited by cold drinks (Rhus), by 
every act of speaking ; by .lying down at night 
occurring chiefly at evening, and at night when lying. 

Accompanied by pain in thorax and sternum ; 
rawness of chest and throat; vomiting of mucus; 
pain in epigastrium. 

(d, ) Sputa. Abundant transparent mucus ; 
matter which sinks in water ; yellowish green, 
offensive masses ; thick masses of pus ; bloody 
mucus or pure blood. 

(e.) Thorax. Pressing pain, stitches; general 
sensation of weakness in chest; weakness i^hen 
speaking ; has to use the whole chest to utter his 
words. 

^duration in left marnma.^ » 

^ (f.) Titspiration. Deep sighing; dyspnoea; 
better after eating. 

Palpitation when sitting quietly."* 
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23. Back. Coccyx pains, as after long Riding 
in a wagon ; sacral pain on standing up ; aching 
and tension and violent stitch; 

Stiffness and pain. in the dorsal region; tearing 
or aching with chill, .finally passing into a d^ll 
headache ; rending pain, between scapulae; drawing 
pain in scapulae in paroxysms. Then it goes into 
nape of neck and head, where it becomes a ver- 
tigo, so that he feels as if he should fall 

Pain and burning in scapulae. 

In nape of neck, stiffness, causing headache; 
stiffness of one side of neck, preventing turning the 
head ; swelling of cervical glands ; eruption, like 
nettle-raish, in the nape of the neck. 

Swelling of thyroid body. 

24. Extremities. Upper. Pressing pain in the 
shoulder, extending to the. hand, with the feeling 
as if one could not lift a heavy weight; al^o at 
night in the shoulder, extending to the elbow, 
aggravated by uncovering, relieved by warm wrap- 
pings; drawing soreness in the axillary glands, in the 
hands and fingers; jerking pains in shoulders and 
arms; sticking in the fingers, as if from splinters 
of wood; the arms and hands are heavy, and feel 
paralyzed ; tonic spasm of the hand when writing. 

25. Lower. Similar sensations to those de- 
scribed in the upper extremities. Pains and stitches 
under the great toe-nailsj very severe ; sweat df the 
feet, especially of the soles and betweeh^.the toes, 
which become abraded and sore &>m hairing ; 
very offensive smell of the feet, without f 



SIUClEA. - 


327 


die^mbs and feet feel very tired, and as if para- 
lyze; painful tonic .spasm in the feet and toes 
during a long walk. .. 

.26. Sleep, The prover is wakeful in ^e even- 
ing* by reason of thronging thoughts; the sleep is 
either frequently interrupted by frightened waking, 
or disturbed by dreams, and fantasies ; at night the 
circulation is excited,, with throbbing in all the 
vessels and a jerking .of the whole body ; burning 
in the stomach, with nausea and vomiting of food, 
and flatulence; anguish and restlessness; sleep- 
walking; nightmare. 

27. Fever in a definite form is not produced 
by Silicea Some chilliness, especially after lying 
down at night, and heat during the night, with 
thirst; copious sweat at night, especially toward 
ijtorning. 

28. Skin. In many places itching or burning 
itching. Itching eruption, papular or vesicular, upon 
the c^est, thighs and back. The skin is sensitive 
and irritable, and the whole body is painful as if 
beaten. Abrasions readily take on the suppurative 


process. 

In ulcers already existing, there are boring or 
aching,' stitching pains, with abundant formatiem of 




29. Mind. The faculties are depressed, and 
m&mfty weakened. ^ 

$0, Disposition. Anxiety and restlessness, such 
^low ^ght ; peevishness and angry irrigation ; 
^ ^nd contrariety, with disgust of life. 
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GENERAL ANALYSIS 

1. * Vital Power. Silicea manifests but little 
distinct action upon the vital powers. The senso-* 
rium is somewhat depressed in its activity. The 
special senses of sight, hearing and smell are 
exalted in connection with the headache hereafter 
to be described, but no perversions of sense are 
recorded. The peculiar pains affecting the head, 
nape of neck and tlie eyes, show a definite field of 
action. The muscular system exhibits only a mod- 
erate degree of depression. The sphincters are not 
affected. 

2. Organic Substance. On the other hand, 
the organic substance of the body is profoundly 
and variously affected. The mucous membrane of 
the large intestine and of the nares, pharynx an^ 
respiratory tract generally is affected, secretions 
being increased, and so modified in respect of, at 
least, the respiratory tract, as to resemble pus. 
Pustular eruptions appear on the skin, abrasions 
readily take on suppurative action, and ulcers 
already existing increase in size and activity, and 
become the seat of stitching, boring painl^. Clini- 
cal experience abundantly confirms these deductions. 

3. Sphere of Action. The head, orbit, eyes, 
and at least the upper part of the spinal cord ; the 
nasal and pharyngeal mucous membrane, including 
die Eustachian tube and tHe middle ear ; the large 
intestine, the bronchial mucous membrmie and the 
genital organs, the skin and the lymphatic 
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s^pear to comprise the sphere of action of this 
rem 4 fiy. 

4. The sensations which it produces are in the 

head and eyes, pressing, shooting and tearing; in 
the limbs, a paralytic weakness in the skin, itching 
and burning itching; and in ulcers, a sticking and 
burning pain. ^ 

5. Periodicity. Not marked. 

6. Peculiarities. It at- once appears on r'ead- 
ing the tpathogenesis of Silicea that the symptoms, 
with hardly an exception, are aggravated by cold 
and decidedly ameliorated by )varmth. This is 
noticed of the headache, which is relieved by 
wrapping the head up warmly, not by the pressure 
of envelopes, as is the case with Menyanthes, 

* Veratrum and some other drugs, but by the warmth. 
It is true, also, of the abdominal pains, which are 
relieved by warmth ; of the cough, which (like that 
of Rhus) is provoked by cold drinks and relieved 
by warm ones ; and of the shoulder pains, which 
come on at night when the .shoulders are uncovered, 
and are relieved by coveridg (in contradistinction to 
Ledum, the pains of which, at night, compel the 
throwing<bff of the bed covering). The only appar- 
ent exception to this statement is found in the 
aversion to warm food ; the prover can tolerate 
twdy cold food. 

. 7. Characteristics. The ch^^icteristics of Sili- 

cea arc, summed up as follows by Boenninghausen ; 

“Profuse sweat of the head, the body being dry, 
or aeistrly so. (Rhus toxicodendron has sweat of 
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the body, except the head.) Desponding disposi- 
tion, sensibility of the pericranium; headache, re- 
lieved by warmth ; pale, earthy complexion ; disgust 
for meat and for warm . food ; abdominal pains, 
relieved by warmth; much sneezing, with acrid 
coryza ; going to sleep of that part of the body on 
which ' one lies ; unhealthy state of skin ; many 
ulcers form ; sleeplessness, on. account of orgasm of 
blood; quickened pulse; chilliness, even by every 
movement.” 


PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS. 

From the very year that its proving was pub- 
lished, Silicea has taken high rank as a remedy 
for cases involving profuse suppuration, causing 
abscesses to come speedily to maturity and mbder-* 
ating the secretion of pus. In this regard, and 
a remedy for “simple ulcer,” it has ^ brilliant 
clinical record. It seems to be equally applicable 
whether the suppurative process be set up in the 
cellular or muscular tissue, in a glwd or in a joint 
In fistula lachrymalis, Silicea has not infrequently 
been beneficial, sometimes coqjpletely curing. It 
compares with Natrum . muriaticum ahd IFetroleum 
in this respect It has gained' a high reputation for 
the arrest and cure of whitlow, ^well as for the 
affection of the matrix of the ^nail,-*- popularly^ called 
“ingrowing toe-rtail,” smd to '(^re. which the toe-nail 
is so often unnecessarily torn 'out >^en Silicea 
faOs in these cases, Grapihites' often pcceeds. - ^ 
Silicea is ia ntost valuai^e. and* d^ient . 



SIUCEA. 


33^ 


in caries and in periostitis. It is related in tliese 
respects to Asafoetida, Graphites and Conium macu- 
latum, and to Platinic chloride* which I have used 
successfully in two cases of caries of the tarsus, 
and for a knowledge of which I am indebted to 
Dr. Wm. S. Searle, of Brooklyn, N. Y. Its value 
in affections of the bones would naturally suggest 
its use in rachitis in children, in which the symp- 
toms of “sweating in the head only,” and tender- 
ne*ss of the surface of the body, indicate its 
homoeopathicity. (Hughes.) It has been recom- 
mended from experience as a valuable remedy in 
tabes dorsalis^ though not so well indicated, I 
should think, as Alumina or Ruta. Where a rem- 
edy is so decidedly indicated, and has proved so 
successful in certain defined morbid processes of a 
cihronic nature, such as suppuration and rachitic 
dyscrasi^ there is danger of our overlooking its appli- 
cability to more acute and transitory functional 
diseases; we are likely to have a too limited esti- 
mate of its powers to help the sick. 

The headache produced by Silicea is so charac- 
teristic and well defined, and, withal, corresponds 
to a forfh so frequently met with, that it is one of 
the rem^ies most frequently employed by me for 
headache. The pain involves the occiput, nape of 
.the neck, vertex and the eyes, dr generally the 
i^gil^ eye. It is a sticking of. a tearing ‘pressing 
pstfn, 'generzdly beginning in^the neck and shoulders 
and going upward to the occiput ^nd .verttne, and 
'^t^i^ihg through the hes^ rig^t eye. 
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Its conditions are characteristic, for it is mudi 
aggravated by motion, noise or ligh^ the senses of 
sight and hearing being unnaturally acute. The , 
patient prefers to lie down in a ^rk, quiet room. 
It is relieved by warm applications to the head. 
When most violent; it is accompanied by nausea 
and vomiting, and it passes away during sleep. 
The face is pale. In its conditions of aggravation 
this headache resembles that of Spigelia, but the 
latter afiFects the left eye and temple rather than 
the right, and is not relieved by warmth ; but it is 
mitigated by pressure, and the pain does not come 
from the neck and shoulders. 

The headache of Paris quadrifolia (a valuable 
remedy in headache) has some resemblance to that 
of Silicea. The sensation is, however, a kind of 
tightness, as if the cerebral membranes were on tjie 
stretch, with pressure on .the temples and a very 
painful feeling, as though a cord were stretched 
tightly from the back of the eyeballs to the center 
of the brain. This headache is aggravated by think- 
ing and relieved by pressure. The eyeballs feel too 
large for the orbits. 

The headache of Menyanthes is a pressure frcrni 
above downward; or, in the foteKead, from with- 
out, inward; or, in the< temples, a, kteral inwa^ 
pressure, with pressure in%hc eyeballs. It is re- 
lieved by compression of the^head, but neither tli^ 
nor the dther remedies except Silicea has midga- 
tion by warmth. . I mention remedies (Pam 
quadrifolia and Menyanthes} becaiise, like SHkeSr 1 
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believe they are not so frequently used in treating 
he^ache as they might be with advantage. 

In chronic bronchial affectioiis also, Silicea is of 
value. The cough . and sputa furnish chjyacteristic 
indications, prominent among which is, that the 
cough is “provoked by cold drinks;” I may add, 
from observation, that the pains, soreness and weak- 
ness of the chest, are relieved by inhaling moist 
warm air. 

In uterine or vaginal catarrh, Silicea has proved 
a valuable remedy, the occurrence and character of 
the leucorrhoea furnishing an indication. 

GENERAL VIEW OF ITS ACTION. 

In the pathogenesis of Silicea the action of this 
substance is shown to be marked, first, upon the 
nutrition, the vegetative sphere ; emaciation, loss of 
appetite, retarded digestion, constipation, sweat con- 
fined to the head, but profuse on that part of thd 
body; offensive sweat of the feet, swelling and 
suppuration of the lymphatic may be cited in 
evidence. The sweat confftied to the head is a 
pathognomonic symptom of rachitis, and the infer- 
ence from it that Silicea might be of- service in 
this disease is confirmed by clinical experience. 
Experience h^ likewise confirmed Hahnemann s 
declaration that Silicea has a wonderful control over 
the suppurative process, whether in the soft tissues, 
the periosteum, or the bone itself. 

Second. Upon the nervous system Silicea «xerte 
a pm^ action. With evidence of ^haustion, 
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furnished by sensation of weakness, pat^yeis, etc^ 
there is an exalted condition of susceptibility to 
nervous stimuli ; the special senses are morbidly 
keen, the brain cannot bear evm moderate concus- 
sion, nor the spine concussion or pressure, and fhe 
whole surface is unnaturally tender and sensitive, 
cold aggravates and warmth relieves. There is, 
then, an erethism conjoined with exhaustion. 

Nor is this all. This erethism, which is not 
evanescent, but endures for some time, is of such a 
nature that, while it lasts, spasm is easily induced — 
indeed, spasm often occurs without any evident 
provocation, or with only the provocation of mus- 
cular exertion and fatigue. Thus, for example, the 
sensation of weakness and the cramp in the feet at 
night and when walking, the sensation of weakness 
and the spasm of the thumb and hand when writing, 
the sensation of paralysis in the rectum and the 
spasm of the sphincter ani when making an eiibrt 
to pass faeces, a spasm which characterizes the pecu- 
liar form qf constipation observed under Silicea, and 
so often cured by it. ^ 

Clinical experience has taught us that general 
spasms occur pn Slight provocation in case of this 
Silicea erethism. 

As an instance of this condition 6f the nervous 
system, we may cite the headache of Silicea. <4t 
conies on after much exertion,^ t^idi has exhausted 
or worried the patient Its s^ i» the «ttpra-orl»t^ 
re£^, generally the right, or rise ^eye iteeIC and 
the p«bi extends along ^e bsM of ' iIms bcatii^^ thill- 
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the nape. Nois^. motion, Kg;ht 
an^ concusaim intoleiable. jElepose, quiets dark- 
n^ and 'e«temj^ warm(h give relief. - 
^ In- subjects' whose nutrition is at fault; aching 
and^'shaip pajns in the nape of the neck frequently 
occur on the occasion of any nervous strain or 
exhaustion, add when they exist are aggravated by 
exertion or excitement Silicca presents an anal- 
ogous symptom, with similar conditions. 

For patients, on the other hand, in whom fatigue 
and impaired nutrition produce sluggishness and 
inaction of the nervous system, Silicea is not at all 
indicated. It is, for example, very different from 
Lycopodium in ithis regard# 

The following clinical case illustrates the action 
of Silicea, as above described: 

August 19th, 1869, I was consulted iA regard 
to A. G. W., resident in Boston ; a well-grown, 
Ixight-looking la,d, twelve years old, of dark com- 
plexion and hair. His health had beeo good until 
the tnju^r, soon Jto be described. ^ There wa^ no 
inheritance of spasmodic disease. When he was 
to me he was suffering from epileptiform 
spasms, of which he had for three months had one 
or more every day. The history t>f his injury and 
its results may" best be given from < his ' mother’s 
manuscript as follows (d^ed March 4th, 1870) : 

. V "On- the 1869, 'Albert fell upon 
tte ksft 4»ry sevoe bruise directly., over 

the He' said,' when be, got Up from thd? 

jlH, lii^ dizzy, but i< did nqt hurt lum 
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any. That night he complained of being very 
chilly ; the next morning on rising, seemed as bright 
and well as usual, but late in. the afternoon com- 
plained of feeling tired, and wanted to retire that 
night earlier than usual. The following morning 
he rose with tlie same tired feeling, accompanied 
by chilliness, was very quiet, and said he did not 
feel well enough to go. to school. During the week 
commencing February 7th he was very quiet and 
not well, the chilliness continuing, and he. com- 
plained a great deal of his eyes, which were weak; 
and he could not look at print or anything that 
recjuired close observation ; and at times said every- 
thing looked dark as if it was mght. He also 
complained of dizziness, and felt as if his limbs 
would give out and he should fall down while 
walking. 

“ After that week I do not think he complained 
of objects appearing dark, but all the other symp- 
toms continued, with pain and swelling of his 
bowels. This last symptom he did no| complain 
of so much the first two or three weeks, but it 
increased very much, tlie bowels being swollen, 
full and hard a great part of the time,, particularly 
late in the afternoon and at night. 

“ I think I may safely say it was in the early 
part of March he began to be very restless and 
uneasy, seldom getting to sleep, bj^re ten o’clock 
or eleven, or even later. The oidy way he could 
be induced to be quiet or 'lie ! stiU,'. was., by reading 
to him. As time advanced, that would quiet him 
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but a very short time ; he wpiiW start up suddenly, 
running through the roPms, up and down stairs, as 
fast as he could, and finally throwing himself- on 
the lounge, would sink into' unconsciousness. These 
turns gradually became more severe. I coiild 
l^dly detect any change from day to day ; only 
by looking back a' week or a fortnight could I tell 
that he grew worse. The attacks grew more fre- 
quent, and more severe Until he was rigid (every 
limb and every part of his body), his eyes became 
'set; and sometimes one side of him would be con- 
vulsed, jerking and twitching. These spasms 
would vary, la.sting from five to twenty minutes 
usually ; but ^ the most severe ones were thirty 
minutes. From these he would gradually relax, 
his eyes would close gently and he seemed to sink 
into an unconscious sleep. At first he would sleep 
a short' time, rouse up suddenly, and always ask 
where he had been and what time it was. 

“After a time, he would not wake from these 
unconscious turns, but would seem to pass into a 
natural sleep for the night. . These spasms he had 
every ni^ht with but few exceptions after May ist. 
Commencing about six, p. m., or shortly after, and 
having from four to six spasms, and sometimes 
more, until near ten o’clock, and, during the inter- 
vals between the spasms, he would listen to read- 
ings or be cra,wling over the bed, pulling the 
piUows round his neck, tossing them up, and doing 
such unnatural things, apparently not conscious. 
The latter part- .of. July, and after, he would at 
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times have these attacks in the day ; then they 
seemed to be brought on by over-excitement, 
extreme fatigue, or disappointment On one or 
two occasions, while walking in the fields with his 
father, he fell down, lying a few moments, then 
recovering. ^ 

“His appetite was very changeable all tlirough 
his trouble ; sometimes he wanted to eat too much, 
then for a long time would have but little appetite. 

“ He was very nervous, and could hardly be 
induced to sit down to take his meals ; was con- 
stantly in motion, wanting some amusement all the 
time. When, going into his room to prepare for 

the night (during July and after), he would, before 

• * 

removing any of his clothing, go into these spasms. 
His mind always seemed active, bright, and quick, 
except when in these spasms, and 1 have not had 
occasion for a moment to think it was at all dis- 
turbed : in fact, he seemed more keen and quick 
than before his injury. His disposition was very 
much changed. Being naturally pleasant, cheerful 
and happy, and quite persevering and firm, he 
became peevish and irritable, very persistent in his 
own way and wishes ; always unhappy if opposed, 
and seemed in this respect altogether unlike himself. 

“ He continued as I have described him, appar- 
ently growing worse, until he consulted you in 
August. In about one month from that time, we 
began to hope (through fears) that he was a very 
little better : the attacks seemed lighter, more 
severe ones once in a few days, then less severe 
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' again, the severe turns growing less frequent, with 
longer intervals between. In this way he showed 
improvement for a time, then would pass a night 
or two without a spasm ; then three or four nights, 
more or less ; the spasms diminishing in this way, 
uptil the last spasm he had was October 23, 1869. 
Since that time, he has been extremely nervous at 
times; and showed strong symptoms of spasms ; 
but tliese passed off without further trouble. Tw'ice 
since you discharged him he has been very ner- 
vous and excitable, and on these occasion.s, follow- 
ing your advice, I resorted to the powders for 
nervousness (Silicea*”), which seemed to have the 
desired effect At times, when tired, he seems 
more nervous and irritable than is natural ; but 
this wears off by degrees. It might be well for 
me to mention that a bath does not always affect 
him pleasantly, and- quite recently he complained of 
feeling badly after getting into it and appeared 
stupid and inactive; not because he remained in 
the bath too long ; it seemed more the result of 
the shock when he first got into the water. 
Twice within the last two months it has affected 
him in this way. Aside from this and the ner- 
vousness, I am happy to say he seems quite well. 
In regard to medical treatment, there was no med- 
icine advised by any physician consulted, before 
yourself but the bromide of potassium, with great 
care to be taken respecting his diet, and the quan- 
tity, quality and regularity of his meals. Our 
family physician ^felt (hat unless an operation were 
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performed, his trouble would result in loss of ' 
intellect, and that was the only treatment that 
could save him from such an affliction. We con- 
sulted one* of the first surgeons in Boston regard- 
ing it ; his opinion was, that it would not be a safe 
operation, and he did not think favorably of it 
With the bromides and plenty of exercise in the 
open air on a farm, he might ultimately be bfetter.” 

The above account was written by the patient’s 
mother, March 4th, 1870, and I have quoted it in 
extenso, because of its clear description and history 
of the origin, progress and decline of the disease. 

I purpose now to supplement it from my clinical 
record, made while the case was under treatment, 

■ and which does not, in every particular, agree with 
the mother’s narrative, made from recollection, four 
months after the last spasm occurred. I saw the 
patient at my office, for the first and only time 
(the treatment was conducted by correspondence), 
August 19, 1869. He appeared very bright and 
intelligent, responding promptly and clearly when 
questioned. His mother described the case as 
already detailed, stating, however, that on the 
steamer, the preceding evening, he had had a 
worse attack than ever, in consequence, probably, 
of the excitement produced by traveling. She 
described the attack as follows, saying it was like 
those he had had for a fortnight previous, though 
more severe and lasting longer : 

“When in the bedroom, and about to prepare 
for bed, he would fall or throw himself upon the. 
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bed, then he would plunge head foremost on hands 
and knees and thrust his head against the bolster 
or the wall, seemingly unconscious of w^t he* was 
doing. His friends were obliged to be ready to 
put cushions between his head and tlie wall or 
object against which he seemed about to plunge, in 
order to guard him from injury. If touched, 
checked, or resisted while in this condition, he 
would bite or violently resist. After a time, from 
five to twenty minutes, he would sink upon the 
bed. Income convulsed, and then generally sink 
into a deep sleep. The bowels were regular. 
Urine appeared normal. Appetite capricious. 
The seat of the injury appeared swollen and 
irregular to the touch, as though there had been 
a fracture of the outer table of the cranium and 
some displacement of the fragments. He said 
that stooping for any length of time produced a 
sharp pain in the right side of the forehead and 
heaviness over the eyes, so that he could not keep 
them open. I noticed a symptom which had never 
before been observed, viz. : That pressure upon the 
spine, in the lower part of the dorsal region, as 
from the fifth to the ninth dorsal vertebra, pro- 
duced sharp pain in the right forehead, in the seat 
of the injury.” 

His mother’s attention being quietly called to 
this fact, she reported from time to time that it 
was a constant symptom so long as the spasms 
continued, and that it gradually disappeared, pari * 
passUt with the nervousness, which remained for 
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some months after the last spasm. Pathologically 
tliis symptom is one of great interest The lad 
was' mucjj excited during my examination of his 
case and was quite loquacious, and on this account 
and because of the peculiar combative disposition 
evinced in the attack of the previous ’night I gave 
Hyoscyamus ordering that all other medication 
should be discontinued. 

August 26. His mother reports that his con- 
dition is as before. She ^notices, however, that the 
spine is sensitive at the nape and throughout the 
cervical and upper dorsal regions, even more than 
below. Pressure upon the spine produces pain in 
the head. She had not noticed these symptoms 
before, but cannot say that they have not existed. 
Her attention was never directed to them. Appe- 
tite sometimes ravenous, • sometimes very poor. 
Tenderness in the epigastrium is a constant symp- 
tom. The abdomen always large and protuberant. 

Calcarea carbonica 
» 

Sept. 10th. His mother reports that on the 
8th .he fell and struck his head in the same 
place, producing swelling and pain. He was un- 
conscious for some time after the fall. . Prior to 
this his spasms had seetied to be lighter, and his 
appetite had been more regular, but his excitement 
and irritability greater. Belladonna*". 

Sept. 2 2d. He has occasionally passed a day 
without any spasm, but every few days has had a 
severe one. He is less irritable, and seems more 
like himself than since his injury. When excited 
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he moves his eyeballs continually, and snaps his 
eyelids together spasmodically for a short tinje. 
Belladonna*" again. 

Sept. 28th. He ‘took three doses of belladonna. 
Had severe headache with spasms in the evening, 
and unconsciousness. His mother thought the 
medicine did not agree with him, — aggravated his 
nervousness* and inclined him t6 .spasms. She dis- 
continued it. Calcarca carbonica*". 

Oct. 9th. He improved for a few days. Then 
had more headache, an<i at night nervousness and 
spasms. He says it is pain in his head which 
makes him nervous, and he cannot keep still. The 
pain is sometimes in the forehead and sometimes 
in the side of the head. When the pain becomes 
very acute he passes into unconsciousness. This 
pain is in and around the seat of injury, and 
extends thence to the occiput. It is aggravated by 
motion and noise and relieved by warmth. Sili- 
cea *", to be dissolved in water, a tea- spoonful every 
six hours until some effect appears. 

Oct. 19th. He has been ’freer from headache 
since the last report, and has not complained of 
the pain at all. 

Oct 28th. Was ^ite well and free from 
spasms till the 23d, on which day, having struck his 
foot while at play, and suffered a good deal of 
pain and some excitement therefrom, he had 
a hard spasm, passing off in unconsciousne.ss. 
His eyes have been much better. Sili'cea*", 
before. 
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Nov. 9th. No spasms nor unconscious turns 
si^e Oct- 23d. No complaint of pain or headache. 
There is no longer any tenderness of the spine, 
nor pain pnoduced in the head by pressure on the 
spine. The nervous movement of the eyes is 
slight. He continued to improve steadily, except 
for a few days toward the end of November, when 
disordered digestion* seemed to produce' an increase 
of irritability, which, with the indigestion, was 
speedily relieved by a dose of Nux vomica until 
Dec. 5th, when he complained, while taking a bath, 
that when the water touched his shoulders it caused 
pain in the forehead, in tlie seat of the injury. 
This aggravation was ascribed to the eff^t of a 
blow on the head from a falling door the preceding 
day. No other bad effect resulted. After Dec. 
4th he had only Saccharum lactis. 

Jan. 7th, 1870. Continues quite free from 
spasms, and grows steadily less irritable. No head- 
ache, pain or tenderness of the spine. Appetite regu- 
lar and normal. Digestion and sleep good. Likes to 
read, and can take a lesson of an hour in length 
without fatigue. 

Discharged, with instructions to take a dose of 
Silicea”“ in case of any u^sual amount of excite- 
ment or return of pain. ^The lad continued to 
improve without interruption, and in October, ,1870, 
appeared perfectly well and resumed attendance at 
school. No symptoms of illness of any kind had 
appeared up to Jan. 15th, 1871, nor to December, 
1871. 
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On a review of this case, it appears that dis- 
tprbance of the circulation was apparent, in fa 
slight degree, within a week after the 'blow upon 
the head ; that the disturbance gradually increased, 
and was then’ replaced by nervous irritability, con- 
joined with a sense of physical prostration and 
with disturbances of nutrition, until, nearly two 
months after the injury, the first -paroxysm occurred. 
The spasms increased in frequency and severity 
until he had been a month under homoeopathic 
treatment. At what period the tenderness of the 
spine first existed we have no means of ascertain- 
ing. It continued until some time after the spasms 
ceased, declining in intensity as they became less 
severe. It is noteworthy that with all this disturb- 
ance, the intellect and the special senses were not 
blunted, but came into a condition of erethism or 
exalted activity. And* moreover, that excitement 
from unusual stimulus, or from opposition, or from 
physical injury, caused an increase of nervous 
excitement, of tenderness of the spine, of headache, 
and of disposition to spasm. These features of the 
case are in marked correspondence with the patho- 
genetic action of Silicea. 

Reviewing the result of treatment, it appears 
that the bromides, though steadily given under 
skillful direction, had no effect to diminish irrita- 
bility or control spasm. The effect of exercise in 
the open air on a; farm, as recoipmended, was 
faithfully tried from May ist to August 19th; but 
the lad grew steadily worse, and the more he 
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exercised, even in moderation, the worse he was. 
or the homa'opathic remedies, Hyoscyamus prob- 
ably did no good, and was not a wise prescription, 
being based on too partial a view of the case. 
Belladonna appeared to allay the violence of die 
spasms to some extent, and to moderate the 
nervous irritability. Under Calcarea carbonica the 
digestion and assimilation, which had been much 
impaired and perverted, were nearly restored to the 
normal state. It must be noted, however, that al- 
though in these respects improvement followed the 
use of these remedic.s, nevertheless, while they 
were being taken, the headache and tenderness of 
head and .spine steadily increased, the spasmodic 
action of the eyes and lids set in and increased, 
and the spasms, though less frequent, increased in 
severity. The irritation of the nervous centers was 
evidently not controlled, artd the case assumed 
more and more the aspect of a well-established 
centric epilepsy. While, therefore, the remedies 
produced beneficial results and undeniably contrib- 
uted to the cure, they did not cover the entire 
case,- and it is a question whether the ultimate 
favorable result would not have been more speedily 
attained had the Silicea been administered at an 
earlier date. This remedy I regard as the chief 
instrument in the cure. For, so soon as the 
patient came, under its influence there was evident 
that mitigation of all the symptoms and their dis- 
appearance, one by one, which the homoeopathist is 
wont to recognize as evidence that he has found 
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in his remedy a similimum to the case. The 
amelioration began at once in the symptoms 
immediately referable to lesions of the nervous 
centers. The headache ceased; tlie spine became 
less tender ; pressure upon it no longer caused 
pain in tlje seat of the injury. The susceptibility 
which had, under other remedies, persisted coinci- 
dently with improvement in other respects, rapidly 
decreased. In a word, from the time Silicea was 
given, universal improvement began ; and it was 
scarcely interrupted until the child appeared per- 
fectly well again. 

Happily for the p^ltient and his parents, no 
opportunity was afforded for obtaining by inspec- 
tion a certain, knowledge of the organic lesions 
e;cisting in this case. Whether, as was supposed 
by the attending physician, a depression of the 
inner table of the dranium or a spicula of bone 
protruding therefrom, produced pressure upon the 
brain, and consequent irritation, or whether a low 
grade of inflammation resulted in tissue degenera- 
tion in some part of the ’ encephalon, must be 
matter of conjecture ; other hypotheses may be 
formed. If the former, the recovery could hardly 
have been expected, and can hardly, be explained. 
If the latter, then under the action of remedies a 
retrograde metamorphosis must have occurred, and 
the normal tissues must have gradually replaced 
again the degenerate substitutes. In any view, 
this was not a case in which we could reasonably^ 
anticipate a spontaneous complete restoration to 
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health. The recovery, therefore, under the admin- 

istration of homoeopathic remedies is an interesting 
phenomenon; nor is the interest of the case the 
less that these remedies were all given singly and 
in the 200th potency. 



STRYCHNOS NUX VOMICA. 

T he seed of the fruit of a large tree found in 
the East- Indies. Whether this very power- 
ful and most useful drug was known to the 
ancients is a disputed question. It is only within 
the last 150 years that its value in medicine has 
begun to be recognized. 

Nux vomica is supposed to owe its activity to 
two alkaloids, Strychnia and Bfucea; but it is 
found -in practice that the action of Nux Vomica 
on the organism is not identical with that of either 
of these substances. 

Nux vomica is very bitter, and Strychnia is so 
intensely bitter that a solutioii of one grain of it 
in 666,700 grains of cold water still retains a 
decided and strong bitter taste. 

Nux vomica is classed among the spinants or 
tetanica, the current physiological theory of its 
action restricting it to the spinal marrow. 

' When taken in very small doses, Nux vomica 
is said by Stills (“System of Materia Medica and 
Therapeutics," Phila, 1864) to “derange the diges* 
tion; to augment the secretion of stomach and 
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mouth and of liver and pancreas. It disposes to 
frequent urination, and, when given in larger 
doses, causes retention of urine ; first, by producing 
spasm of the neck of the bladder, and ultimately 
loss of power in the muscular coat of the bladder. 
It excites uterine contraction and promotes the 
menstrual flow. 

“ It acts more quickly on paralyzed muscles 
than on others (perhaps because these are with- 
drawn from the realm of volition and are affected 
through reflexion alone), and produces formication 
in the limbs, and a slight rigidity of the lower jaw 
and limbs ; a sense of heaviness and debility, 
with general stiffness of the muscles and clonic 
spasms. 

“Iii larger, poisonous doses, after general un- 
easiness, soreness, stiffness and heaviness of the 
limbs and joints, spasmodic symptoms set in, clonic 
spasms or violent muscular twitches, seeming like 
an electric shock. 

“Then come tetanic spasms of all the muscles, 
during which the limbs are rigidly flexed or ex- 
tended, the lower jaw firmly set against the upper, 
and the body arched as in opisthotonos. The rigid 
contraction of the respiratory muscles renders breath- 
ing laborious, or even suspends it for. a time, and 

the skin becomes livid from stasis of the blood. 

% 

The corners of the mouth are contracted, showing 
tlie set teetli, with foam issuing from between 
them; the eyes stare and the brow is contracted.* 

“Amid all this horrible arr^y of symptoms the 
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mind is not at all affected, and it is probable that 
but little pain is felt 

“The convulsions are generally interrupted by 
periods of calm, from which, however, the least 
noise, a breath of air, or the lightest touch may 
act with the suddenness of lightning to renew the 
scene. (Stramonium.) 

“ Death at last occurs either from asthenia or 
asphyxia.” 

The smallest fatal dose of Nux vomica is 
three grains ; of Strychnia, one grain. 

“ The anatomical lesions are not uniform. The 
muscles are rigid, all the internal organs are 
gorged with blood and this is all. 

These are the effects ascribed by the most 
recent authorities to Nux vomica. They may be 
reduced by analysis into the following: 

Nux vomica acts chiefly upon the spinal mar- 
row. It affects that portion which presides over 
the reflex function of the muscular system. The 
variety of effect produced by it is this: it excites 
muscular action, causing incolierent contractions to 
take place; deranges the normal order in which 
muscular motions .succeed each other; finally it puts 
an end to these motions altogether, producing a 
kind of paralysis. 

Our much^more exact and available knowledge 
of Nux vomica is derived from a proving by Hah- 
nemann and his pupils; a most excellent proving 
from which we make the following analysis of tj^e 
action of Nux vomica on the healthy organism: 
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SPECIAL ANALYSIS. 

The effects on the sensorium are as follows : ' 
There is indisposition to mental exertion, and par- 
ticularly to that form which involves the elaboration 
and connections of subjective ideas independently 
of external objects (subjective, ratiocination). The 
prover easily errs in speaking or writing. This 
corresponds with a certain manual clumsiness. 

Vertigo is produced, with momentary loss of 
consciousness, obscuration of vision and staggering. 
It occurs more particularly while eating and imme- 
diately after eating; when walking and even when 
lyin.g down in bed. It resembles vertigo .produced 
by alcohol ; for which, indeed, Nux is a specific 
remedy. 

Head. Nux .produces, moreover, confusion and 
dullness in the head, especially in the morning 
and after meals. Also great and bewildering heav- 
iness, especially on stooping. 

The headache is pressing, tensive and drawing. 
It affects chiefly the forehead and the supra-orbital 
region ; sometimes extending through the base of 
the brain to the occiput 

It is sometimes described as a feeling of inter- 
nal soreness, as though one had received a blow 

with an ax. With the acute headache is con- 

♦ 

joined almost always qualmishness, nausea, and 
even vomiting. 

When the prover walks, the brain feels shat- 
tered. Externally the scalp is sensitive and sore. 
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Rhus toxicodendron has the sensation ^yhen the 
patient walks, and especially when he goes up- 
st^rs, as if at pvery step or rising the brain were 
loose and struck against the skull ; hence worse 
from motion. China has, along, with a sensation 
of great fullness in the head and outward pressure 
in the temples, a feeling as if the brain were bal- 
ancing to and fro within the cranium and were 
striking against the skull, occasioning great pain 
and obliging one to move the head (hence better 
from motion). 

Face. The chief symptoms noted on the face 
are small papules, — some of which even contain 
pus, — isolated, occurring on the forehead, cheeks 
and scalp, a kind of acne. Nux is a remedy for 
the acne which is aggravated by eating cheese, 
although the great constipation sometimes produced 
by cheese is relieved by Colocynth. 

Eyes. Drawing and pressing pains in the eye- 
lids, the margins of which become thickened and 
sore. The lids are agglutinated in the morning. 

In the eyes themselves 1/iting, burning and 
itching, relieved by rubbing. 

The conjunctiva sometimes becomes very red, 
and there is great photophobia. 

Clinical experience has led me to regard 
morning and forenoon photophobia as especially 
indicating Nux vomica. (See Euphrasia.)* The 
patient covers the eyes • or buries the head in a 
pillow in the forenoon, and looks around without 
suffei^iog in the afternoon. 
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As regards the special sense, there have been 
observed a glittering appearance just outside the 
field of distinct vision, and' also black and gray 
points floating before the eyes. 

Ears. In the course of the Eustachian tube, 
an itching and tickling, inducing a desire to swal- 
low. (Gelseminum has produced and cured a similar 
tickling, compelling the prover to cough.) 

Stitches, pressure and shocks in the ear, often 
violent. Hissing and whistling in the ears, and 
sometimes a whirring and noise like that of a mill. 

The cuticle peels off from the lips ; on the 
inner part of the lips and on the vermilion border 
ulcers form, which burn and stick. 

The gums swell and pain like ulcers; indeed 
ulcers actually form upon them, having a drawing 
and burning pain. 

The stomatitis indicating Nux vomica must be 
distinguished from that which requires Alumina, 
Borax, Carbo vegetabilis, etc., chiefly by the symp- 
toms of stomach and bowels and sleep. 

In the teeth various pains occur; soreness in- 
creased (as all the Nux vomica pains arp) by mental 
exertion, and by going into .the open air. The 
pain may be throbbing, boring, drawing; extend- 
ing into the gum, which is swollen, and into the 
bones of the face. It is ' worse after eating, and 
from cold water or cold air, and from exertion of 
mind or body. . , 

The tongue becomes heavy^ as if half paralyzed. 
Papules and vesicles ap^ar on it. 
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The mouth is dry, even without thirst, as after 
alcoholic drinks. In the morning the mouth and 
fauces are full of thick and unpleasant mucus. 

The fauces are sore as if raw ; felt on swallow- 
ing and on contact with cool air. The mucous 
membrane covering the hard palate, and the velum 
and uvula become swollen with a pressive pain felt 
particularly on swallowing saliva. There is a sen- 
sation as if there were a plug in the throat, felt 
no more when swallowing than at other times. 
Probably a gastric symptom. Pulsatilla and La- 
chesis have a similar sensation; as if a mass of 
food had remained in the throat. 

A kind of burning in the throat and a scraped, 
raw sensation in the pharynx, as after water- 
brash. ‘ 

It is apparent that Nux does not correspond 
to angina tonsillaris or submucosa, but rather to 
a sub-acute affection confined to the mucous mem- 
brane of the palate, uvula, and pharynx. 

The taste is much altered, especially early in 
the morning. It is sour, herby or metallic, or all 
three combined; sometimes putrid, especially after 
eructation. 

Sometimes it is bitter, especially just after 
ejecting mucus from the mouth and fauces. As 
a general thing, food and drink have their normal 
taste. ‘ 

Under Pulsatilla, food and drink very often do 
not have their natural taste. Under Natrum muri- 
aticum they have no taste whatever. 
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The appetite is generally impaired, and there is 
a general repugnance to food and to the accus- 
tomed stimuli, wine and tobacco. 

On tlie other hand, there is sometimes an 
abnormally great hunger. 

I have often observed that persons subject to 
frequent attacks of gastric disorder requiring Nux 
vomica have, for twenty-four or thirty-six hours 
before an attack, a wonderfully good appetite, 
especially for meat and fat. If, as soon as this 
unnatural hunger is noticed, they cut down their 
bill of fare to bread and water for one day, they 
avert the attack. 

After the midday meal, a host of symptoms of 
all kinds appears, relating to tlie stomach and also 
to the head and entire organism, — a general aggra- 
vation after dinner (different from Pulsatilla). 

The eructations are generally painful, as if from 
spasm of the oesophagus. In taste they are bitter 
and sour. 

Hiccough is a frequent and distressing symp- 
tom. There is a good deal of thirst, but water 
burdens and distresses the stomach. 

Nausea is a constant symptom. It occurs espe- 
cially early in the morning and just after a meal, 
and is conjoined wnth a kind of faintness and feel- 
ing of illness, such as is produced by a strong 
purgative. 

The vomiting is generally of sour mucus and 
food, sometimes of blood. * 

The region of the stomach is very sensitive to 
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external pressure, and so indeed is the abdomen 
generally. Tight pressure from clothing is un- 
pleasant There is a pressing pain as from a load 
in the stomach, and this even though the amount 
of food or drink taken has been very small. 

Several remedies resemble Nux vomica in these 
symptoms. Mercurius has a peculiarly deadly 
faintness produced by pressure in the pit of the 
stomach. Calcarea carbonica has tenderness of the 
pit of the stomach. 

Lycopodium has pain in the pit of the stomach 
when the hypochondria are pressed, and pain in 
the hypochondria when the pit of the stomach is 
pressed. Lycopodium has also a sensation of 
fullness in the gastric region as soon as* one has 
eaten but little, although one sat down with a good 
appetite. Lycopodium has also much flatus incar- 
cerated here and there, but it lacks the irritability 
of the large intestine so characteristic of Nux 
vomica 

Sepia and Murex have an all-gone sensation in 
the pit of the stomach, worse about eleven a. m., 
and relieved by eating and lying down. 

The abdomen feels ’ greatly distended and is 
moderately so; respiration is embarrassed. These 
symptoms are all worse from walking in the cool 
air. . 

There is much flatus in the bowels. Sudden 
attacks of spasmodic pain in the region of the 
stomach. ' 

Burning in the cardiac- and pyloric region. 
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Nux produces sticking pains, and soreness and 
swelling in the region of the liver, which are 
aggravated by motion and by deep inspiration, as 
well as by pressure. 

All varieties of flatulent colic are simulated; 
griping pains, pains as if the intestines were 
squeezed between stones, etc. 

Great distention immediately after eating or 
drinking. Frequent sharp pain with desire for 
stool, ineffectual. 

Nux vomica is often a better remedy than 
Chamomilla for the colic of infants, that is, when, 
it is better indicated; as by the large amount of 
flatus and by the constipation with apparent fre- 
quent desire and effort to evacuate the bowels ; 
Chamomilla having, rather, a diarrhoea. 

All symptoms relieved by repose, when sitting 
or lying, down. 

In the abdomen a sensation as from a load or 
burden, — a pressure or dragging toward the geni- 
tal organs, as from a constrictive cramp ; the 
abdomen is sore and sensitive. 

The following symptom is very important: a 
sensation of weakness in the region of the' abdom- 
inal ring, as if a hernia would occur or were 
getting strangulated. Hernia actually appears. 
This symptom has led to the successful use of 
Nux vomica for incarcerated and other hernia. 

As regards the stool, Hahnemann remarks that 
copious diarrhoeic stools are never produced by 
Nux vomica; but that what is called diarriioea 
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from Nux are rather small evacuations mixed with 
mucus, and attended by tenesmus and straining. 
TJiis tenesmus is attended by a smarting burning 
in the- rectum. 

The most frequent primary (?) action of Nux 
is the production of constipation, as if from con- 
striction or inactivity of the intestines, or rather, 
it produces an ineffectual urging to stool, and 
whenever at last the stool takes place, it seems to 
be incomplete and unsatisfactory, and as if a part 
of the faeces failed to be expelled ; or the stool is 
very hard, and its evacuation requires great effort, 
and leaves a stitching and aching pain in the rec- 
tum. But, after the evSeuation, there is no desire 
to sit and continue to strain, as with Mercurius. 

Often, the stool is soft, mixed with mucus and 
streaked with blood; or there is clear blood along 
with the faeces. (Dysentery and haemorrhoids.) 

In the rectum and anus, sharp, pressing pain, 
especially after mental exertion. Painful constric- 
tion of the rectum after mental effort and after 
eating. 

As regards the urinairy ^organs: painful, inef- 
fectual effort to pass water, with scanty discharge. 
Often, with the urine is mixed a tenacious mucus. 
Burning pain during micturition. 

The menses occur too soon and continue longer 
dian the^ should. The inter-menstrual interval is 
too brief? * ' 

. They are accompanied by nausea, chills, and 
feitttn^ after previous spasmodic movements in 
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the abdomen. Sometimes great prostration and 
severe headaches and pains in the limbs. (Useful 
in anticipating menorrhagia and in menstrual 
colic.) 

In the respiratory tract Nux produces a variety 
of catarrhal symptoms, but none of sub-mucous or 
parenchymatous inflammation. 

The nares become sore and ulcerated, the smell 
perverted; there seems before the nose a smell of 
sulphur, or of bad cheese or of candle-snuff Fre- 
quent discharge of thin, acrid fluid from the nose, 
and yet the nares are obstructed. 

Much sneezing. The coryza is fluent early and. 
by day ; and in the evcnirfg it is dry and so is 
the mouth. 

Coryza fluent durin.g the day ; dry evening and 
night. 

The voice is hoarse and raw; the larynx pale, 
rough and scraped; the prover hems and clears 
the throat constantly. There is a moderate amount 
of mucus in the throat and chest (Coryza and 
influenza.) 

The cough of Nux is induced by motion of the 
body or exertions of tlie mind ; by forced expiration, 
reading, etc. ; is worse every other day ; appears 
in the evening or at night after lying down, and 
prevents going to .sleep. It is short and dry but 
fatiguing; lasts often from midnight to day-break, 
and is accompanied by severe heada^e •and pain 
and soreness in the epigastric zone. 

, It is not a deep, chest cough, but seems 
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come from the larynx. A more important remedy 
in coughs than has been supposed. 

Respiration is embarrassed; a kind of asthma 
worse at night and after a meal; worse from hav- 
ing the clothing tight on the thorax, relieved by 
removing the clothing. (Useful in asthma.) 

The pains in the thorax are chiefly such gen- 
eral sensations as accompany the asthma and the 
fatiguing cough just described. 

No heart symptoms. 

In the sacral region, pain at ' night which 
hinders turning in bed. 

Contracting and constricting pain in the sacrum, 
and thence into the sides and back and the inter- 
scapular region. 

Lassitude and pain as if beaten ; dragging and 
bearing down in the pelvis. 

In the extremities, lassitude, heaviness and 
aching and drawing pains. 

We come now to the 

GENERAL ANALYSIS. 

On the functional activity the action of Nux 
vomica is well marked. It affects the sensorium 
but little in comparison with its effects on other 
parts of the nervous system, offering a marked 
contrast to Stramonium, which produces tetanic 
convulsions resembling, those resulting from Nux 
vomica, and- at the same time produces violent 
mania; whereas during the convulsions of Niik 
l^dmlca the mind is not aflected. 
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In this re.spect of profoundly affecting the 
organs and functions of nutrition and locomotion, 
while the mind and senses are but little affected, 
Nux vomica resembles Vcratrum, Camphor and the 
poison of Asiatic cholera. 

The reflex function of the spinal marrow is 
unquestionably the great seat of action of Nux 
vomica, as the symptoms of convulsion or of semi- 
paralysis in the limbs and trunk, together with 
the spasmodic affections of the face, jaws, throat, 
oesophagus, intestinal and urinary tracts, and the 
respiratory organs, particularly the larynx, plainly 
show. 


It is an error, however, to regard the action of 
Nux vomica as restricted to tliis region. It acts 
with hardly less vigor upon the organic substance 
of the body ; and this more particularly in the 
entire intestinal tract and in the urino-genital 
organs, modifying the secretions in both, quantity 
and quality, and causing not only perversions of 
function but also changes of structure, as we see 
in the aphthae and in the haemorrhoids which it 
produces and cures. 

The sphere of action of Nux vomica will be 
seen thus to be quite extensive, involving most of 
the functions and organs of aninial and vegetable 
life. The sensorium is not deeply aflected, save 
secondarily. The skin, bones , and glands are not 
primarily affected by Nux vomicaL 


Periodicity. There is a well-marked periodicitv 
in the aiction of Nux vomicau- As a general rul^ 
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it may be stated that its symptoms are aggravated 
in the morning. 

Peculiarities. Among the peculiarities attending 
almost all the symptoms, and which serve as char- 
acteristic indications, are the following : 

The symptoms are worse in the morning; they 
are made worse by motion and by exertion, and 
by exposure to cool air, being ameliorated by 
repose and by warmth. In all these respects Nux 
vomica is the opposite of Pulsatilla. 

The sleep of Nux vomica is peculiar. Instead 
of being wide-awake in the evening, as under 
Pulsatilla, tlie prover falls asleep in his chair, is 
very heavy, and on going to bed sleeps imme- 
diately. On the other hand, an hour or two 
before day-break the prov^ wakens and then cannot 
sleep again, or, rather, he dozes after a while in a 
semi-conscious state, and then wakens more tired 
and inert than before he dozed. 

Under Pulsatilla there is difficulty in falling 
asleep in the evening, but the sleep is sound till 
morning, and, bn waking, the patient is languid. 

Many of the symptoms occur or are aggravated 
immediately after eating; whereas under Pulsatilla 
they did not .occur or were not aggravated until 
several hours after , eating. 

.The symptoms are aggravated by mental exer- 
tion or by sedentary habits, to which, nevertheless, 
the Nux'^Kromka patient is disposed. 

The disposition is irritable, choleric, impatient ■ 
If th^ be de8fK)ndency it is of the impatient kind. 
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PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS. 

Hahnemann says in the introduction to the 
proving: “There are a few medicines, the greater 
part of whose symptoms are analogous to* the 
principal and most common diseases to which man- 
kind is subject, at least in Europe, and which, 
consequently, are most frequently employed in 
homceopathy. The term polychrest may be applied 
to them. 

“To this class Nux vomica especially belongs. 
The use of it was formerly dreaded because it had 
been tried only in very large doses; and in cases 
with which it did not correspond it could not fail 
to injure. But in a moderate dose it is the mildest 
and most precious of medicines in instances where 
its symptoms accord with those it excites in 
healthy persons. • 

“ Nux vomica is chiefly successful with person’s 
of an ardent character, or a temperament disposed 
to anger, spite or deception. If the catamenia 
occur several days too early, or are too abundant, 
Nux is perfectly adapted to meet the cpnsequences.” 

In this respect Calcarea carbonica is similar to 
Nux vomica. Pulsatilla and Sulphur are opposites. 

“This medicine (Nux vomica), taken some hours 
before going to bed, acts more mildly than at any 
other time of day. Any case of immediate neces- 
sity must of course be excepted. 

“ It is best for very sensitive persons not to 
take it fasting in the morning or on first waking, 
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because its most powerful symptoms are then- called 
out Also, it should not be taken immediately 
before or after a meal, or when the head is much 
exercised, nor should the patient, after taking this 
(or any other) medicine, directly employ his facul- 
ties in writing, reflecting, or reading, or reciting. 
He must wait at least two hours to avert ill con- 
sequences. 

“Among the diseases in which Nux vomica is 
especially efficacious are many chronic affections ; 
for instance, those caused by excess of coffee or 
wine, especi^ly in persons of sedentary habits; or 
those proceeding from too protracted literary appli- 
cation. It is also a remedy for many epidemic 
disorders and' acute fevers, chiefly those in which 
cold is preceded or accompanied by heat. It fre- 
quently prevents the bad effects of chills. 

“It vs more particularly suitable when the 
patient is worse in the morning than at any other 
time of day; when he awakes about thrt>e a. m., and 
remains wakeful with a multitude of ideas crowd- 
ing his mind, and when, just at day-break, he falls 
involuntarily asleep, filled with busy dreams, from 
which he wakes tired and indisposed to arise. It 
is also adapted to persons who, several hours 
before bed- time, fall asleep in their chair.” 

Vertigo. .. Headache .. .Gastralgia. .. Flatulent colic 
.... Constipation .... Diarrhoea .... Dysentery ... Haemor- 
rhoids.... Hernia .... Coryza. .. Bronchitis . Laryngesi- 
mijs.... Asthma ... Bad effects of coffee and wine.... 
Intermittent fever. 



ALOES. 

T he Aloe spicala, the inspissated juice of the 
leaves of which is the part used in medicine. 
It has various names denoting the origin of the 
specimen. 

I. Socotrina, the finest kind, called also Turk- 
ish or Indian Aloes, of a garnet red color with a 
golden or yellow red when powdered. 

2. Hepatic, similar but less brilliant. 

3. Cape • Aloes, the most abundant, ♦ derived 
from the Cape of Good Hope, greenish and dull. 

4. Barbadoes Aloes, strong, dark brown, used 
for horses. 

Aloe has been used in medicine since very 
early clays. Its great bitterness has given it repu- 
tation as a tonic, but its chief use has been as a 
cathartic. 

The ancients ascribed to it a special power to 
purge off the bile, and to cure affections of the 
abdomen and of the head, supposed to depend on 
a disordered state of the biliary Secretion. 

Aloe is a drug in very frequent use in our 
day. Very few purgative pills are ordered by 
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practitioners which do not contain a portion of 
Aloes. It is the standing ingredient of the so- 
called anti-bilious vegetable purgative and other 
pills known as “patent medicines." Likewise of 
certain officinal mixtures, about the names of which 
there has gathered from the days of our childhood a 
certain odor of antique sanctity, to wit, the tincture 
of aloes and canella, known as hiera picra (or 
sacred bitters), and the tincture of aloes and myrrh, 
known as the elixir proprietatis (or, more commonly, 
elixir pro). ^ 

Trousseau and Pidoux give an excellent sum- 
mary of the action of Aloe : 

“ Administered in' small doses (one-half grain to 
one grain) once or twice a day, it provokes moder- 
ate colics, followed by the expulsion of one or 
more diarrhoeic stools. It is remarkable that the 
action of this purgative is very slow, the stool 
rarely follows within six or seven hours after the 
dose, and often not till twenty-four hours after it. 
The first effect, then, is to augment the number of 
the stools, or simply to’ facilitate their evacuation, 
and it. likewise stimulates the functions of the 
stomach, but only where the slowness of digestion 
is not accompanied by symptoms of chronic gastri- 
tis. If the use of Aloes be continued* for a long 
time, there soon ensue symptoms of sanguineous 
congestion of the pelvic organs, such as heat, itch- 
ing, sensation of weight toward the extremity of 
the intestine, excitation of the genital organs, anti 
fr<^uent need to evacuate the bladder In women, 
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pain and heaviness in the uterus, in the groins and 
in the loins, increase of the leucorrhcea, uterine 
colics, more painful during the menses, increase of 
the menstrual flow.” 

Aloe has been known, in numberless cases, to 
produce congestion of the lower part of the rectum, 
with haemorrhage from the haemorrhoidal veins. 
And the tendency to this action is a great objection 
to the customary long-continued use of this drug 
•as an habitual palliative in constipation. Neverthe- 
less, Aloe has been successfully used b^ Eberle in 
the treatment of haemorrhoids. 

By reason of its power to cause congestion of 
the pelvic organs. Aloe has been used by the old 
school as a derivative in cases of severe cerebral 
congestion, also in amenorrhcea (particularly the 
tincture aloes et myrrha or elixir pro). 

Our direct knowledge of Aloes is derived from 
a proving conducted by Dr. Hering (and published 
in his “ Amerikani.sche Arzneipriifungqn,” vol. i.). 

A niost excellent, accurate and spirited transla- 
tion of this admirable proving will be found in the 
appendix to vol. v. of the “American Homoeopa- 
thic Review.” It was executed by Prof. T. F. 
Allen, A. M., M. D., of New-York, and is a model 
of philological discrimination, avoiding at once the 
indefinite and flippant gracefulness of modern Eng- 
lish, and the corduroy'roughness of colloquial Ger- 
man; combining the acerb crispness of rugged York- 
shire with the Amherst softness of highly civilized 
southern Saxony. 
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As already stated, tlie action of Aloes is chiefly 
exerted uppn the pelvic organs, in which it pro- 
duces functional changes (in so far as the secretions 
are concerned in frequency and manner), and 
organic in this that the organs are gorged with 
blood. 

The action upon the head I believe to be 
secondary upon the action on the pelvis. I have 
never seen it disassociated therefrom. 

The peculiarities of Aloes will appear in the 
special analysis. 


SPECIAL ANALYSIS. 

On the sensorium Aloe iircx’.ucc; a singular 
combination of anxious restlessness, despondency, 
indisposition to mental or bodily exertion, and 
confusion of the intelligence. These conditions 
alternate, but the depression is prciloniinant. 

Considerable vertigo is produced, which, how- 
ever,* coincide^ with con.stipation or other disordered 
condition of the intestine and it*^ functions. 

It resembles the vertigo of Chelidonium, which 
coincides with pain in the right hypochondrium and 
at the angle of the scapula, and with icteric com- 
plexion and, bilious urine. 

The headache of Aloes is chiefly a confused 
feeling of heaviness or pressure in the anterior 
part of die head, a weight premising down the mid- 
dle of the forehead to the root of the nose. The 
pressure sometimes extends to the yertex, some- 
times to the^ temples. Sometimes throbbing. Most 

25 ' , ■ 
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provers note that this headache accompanies or 
alternates with colic or constipation, or with the 
kind of diarrhoea peculiar to Aloes. 

The scalp becomes sensitive to touch. Respect- 
ing the eyes, we note here only a symptom which 
often accompanies the pressing frontal headache, 
viz., pressure on the eyes from above and a feel- 
ing as if it were necessary to contract the eyes 
and make them very small in order to see (symp- 
tom 172). I have prescribed on the authority of 
this symptom Aloes for a patient whose other 
symptoms were not very clearly indicative of Aloes, 
and thereby succeeded in permanently curing a 
chronic headache. 

I call attention to the ear symptoms in the 
published proving, because Dr. Hering has fpund 
Aloes to be a good ear remedy. I have no expe- 
rience with it as such. 

Hypochondria, In the hepatic region we find 
.pressure and tension, discomfort, a .sensatiori of 
heat, pressure, and single not severe stitches. 
These symptoms, along with the sickly expression 
of face and the bitter taste, point to some derange- 
ment of the liver, though, from the absence of 
fever in the Aloes proving, it cannot be acute 
inflammation. Eberle signalizes the efficacy of 
Aloes in certain forms of jaundice. 

(Lycopodium has tension and pressure, but 
these are felt in the left as well as in the right 
hypochondrium, and are aggravated by pressure on 
the epigastrium. China has symptoms in the right 
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hypochondrium, similar to those of Aloes, but is 
distingfuished by the fever symptoms and others. 
The Chelidonium liver symptoms are accompanied 
by pain under the right scapula, and generally by 
cough.) 

The abdomen is somewhat distended with flatus. 
There is head fullness, a sense of weight and 
dragging, particularly in the hypogastrium, and the 
abdomen- is tender on pressure; 

The heaviness extends into the rectum and into 
the region of the bladder. Flatulent colic accom- 
panies the pelvic congestion. 

As regards stool, it is first, by very small 
doses, retarded and diminished. Then it is more 
free ; finally there ensues a half-fluid, light yellow, 
moderately offensive stool, and at last a yellow 
watery diarrhoea. 

The peculiarities of the evacuation characterize 
this. drug. The diarrhoea comes on early in the 
morning, say at five a. m. The desire for stool 
wakens the patient, and he can hardly rise with 
sufficient rapidity. In this respect Aloe resembles 
Sulphur, Thuja (and Bryonia). 

Croton tiglium has a morning diarrhoea, light 
yellow, watery, almost painless, very abundant, 
gushing out in an instant, imperative, leaving 
prostration. 

Sulphur diarrhoea is white mucus, watery, pain- 
less, containing undigested food ; the patient has 
to get up to go to stool. 

Thuja, pale yellow, forcibly expelled, with much 
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wind. It returns at the same hour but is not 
imperative. 

■ Bryonia, dark and putrid, smelling like old 
cheese. Only a. m. 

But with Aloes there is throughout a peculiar 
sensation of weakness in the rectum, and particu- 
larly in the sphincter ani, as if the latter would 
be suddenly relaxed in spite of the patient’s will, 
and would permit the escape of feces. 

The diarrheea rarely continues later than ten 
A. M. The disposition is always brought on by 
eating, c. g., at the breakfast table. 

So treacherous does the sphincter ani seem to 
be that the emission of flatus is dreaded as sure 
to be accompanied by the escape of feces. (Sim- 
ilar to Phosphoric acid.) So likewise the paty^nt 
dreads to pass water lest the slight exertion and 
bearing down involved in that act should also 
move the bowels. 

A very similar state of things obtains with 
regard to the sphincter of the bladder. 

At the same time there is a frequent disposition 
(as with Nux vomica) to evacute the bladder and 
rectum. 

At the extremity of the rectum, burning, itch- 
ing. Bleeding from the rectum. 

In the perinceum, a sensation of weight and a 
feeling as if a plug were wedged iq between the 
symphisis pubis and the os coccygis. 

Hepar sulphuris. Thuja and. Causticum have 
similar sensations pointing to affections pf the 
prostate gland. ' \ 
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In the pelvic heat, weight, pressure and drag- 
ging downward. 

The menstrual flow is augmented and hastened. 

The practical applications of Aloes follow .clearly 
from the statement of symptoms. Experience has 
thus far established its value in the treatment of 
diarrhoea, headache and vertigo depending on pel- 
vic congestion, haemorrhoids, prolapsus uteri and 
menorrhagia. 

o • 

The symptoms which, have seemed to. me the 
most characteristic arc those of the head and of 
the abdomen, stool and urine. They are those on 
which my use of Aloes in practice has been based. 
Chief among these are those of the stool. 

From symptoms 512 to 860, we gather that 
Aloes produce a diarrlwea consisting of light- 
colored semi-liquid fa;ces, preceded and accom- 
panied by much gurgling and flatus in the 
abdomen; that the diarrh<Ea occurs especially in 
the morning, say from two a. m. to ten a. m. ; that 
the desire for stool is sudden and extremely urgent, 
being felt in the hypogastrium and in the rectum, 
and being so urgent that the patient can scarcely 
retain the faces long enough to effect the neces- 
sary strategic “change of base that, during this 
brief interval, he fears to evacuate wind by the 
anus or to make any physical exertion, or even to 
strain to pass, water, lest he should have an invol- 
untary evacuation of the bowels. This sensation of* 
the uncertain tenure by which the faeces are held -r 
in the ijectum is a very ^ well marked characteristic 
of Aloes, as shown by the following symptoms ; 
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“ The evacuation takes place without any exer- 
tion on the part of the patient; it seems, as it 
were, to fall out of the rectum (765), At stool 
a constant feeling as if there were mbre faeces 
to be passed (769). Involuntary passage of faeces 
when emitting flatus (824). Disposition to stool 
when passing water (826). Faeces and urine seem 
inclined to pass and do pass simultaneously (827). 
When passing water feeling as if a thin stool 
were aJjout to pass (828), When standing, sensa- 
tion as if faeces would pass (833).” 

There is also a similar frequency or urgency 
of the desire to pass urine, with a similar uncer- 
tainty in the tenure of that excretion, as we 
perceive ' from the following symptoms : 

"Frequent desire to urinate (990). Increased 
desire — quantity not increased (992). So urgent a 
desire he can hardly retain the urine (993). On 
rising he was obliged to run quickly to urinate 
(996).” 

And the similarity of the affection of the urinary 
organs and the intestines is shown in symptom 
1001 ; 

"At stool, urination; when urinating, desire for 
stool.” 

In connection with these two series of symp- 
toms, those of the pelvis deserve notice. Among^ 
them we find, “ heaviness, pressure downward (865, , 
861). Feeling as if a plug were wedged in be-, 
tween the symphysis pubis and the os coccygis 
(860).” This is equivalent to a weight upon the 



ALOES. 


375 


perinseum. Viewing it in combination .with the 
symptoms of stool and urine above referred to, we 
are justified in saying of Aloe, in. regard to this 
portion* of its sphere of action, that it strikes the 
patient equally “between wind and water.” 

It is understood, of course, that this is not the 
only action of Aloes upon the abdominal organs. 
It is believed, however, to be that variety of action 
which is most characteristic of the remedy and 
least likely to be confounded with the effect of any 
other drug. In the frequent, desire for stool; in 

the frequent, pappy, not very abundant stool; in 

the pressure downward in the back and pelvis ; in 

the abundcint formation of flatus in the abdomen, 

which rumbles and gurgles, producing • pinching 
pain in the lower part of the abdomen just before 
the stool, the action of Aloes very closely resem- 
bles that of Nux vomica, a remedy so useful in 
diarrhoea and dysentery. It is distinguished, how- 
ever, by the peculiarities of the evacuation of stool. 
Nux vomica produces very .frequent desire for 
stool, with inability, to evacuate the faeces. Under 
Aloes, on the contrary, the difficulty is to retain 
the faeces as long as the patient desires to do so. 
Aloes seem to paralyze the .sphincter ani . to a 
cert^iin extent, Nux vomica to excite in it a 
spasmodic aetion of exalted power. Ih this rction 
on the sphincter. Aloes resemble Hyoscyamus. 

Among the symptoms of the head I am in- 
clined to regard as characteristic of Aloes, thos<i 
which describe a heavjj, confused dullness in the 
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front part of the head extending to the root of 
the nose, with inability to think; a pain in the 
forehead which compels the patient to close the 
eyes or, if he wishes to look at anything, to con- 
stringe the eyes, making die aperture of the lids 
very small. It must be admitted, however, that 
symptoms, so similar to these are found ' under 
other remedies, that these symptoms alone could 
not be regarded as a sure indication for Aloes. 

The ibllowing cases will show how I have pre- 
scribed Aloes, and y?ill suggest some reflections 
upon the mode of selecting remedies in practice. 

Within the last three years I have treated 
about thirty-five cases which so closely resemble 
each other in their characteristic elements, that the 
description of all may be given in that of the last 
of the series, which came under my care a month 
ago. 

A young man applied for relief from a diar- 
rhoea which had persisted about two weeks in 
spite of various remedies , which had been pre- 
scribed for it, and among which were Calcarea, 
Nux vomica, Bryonia, and the inevitable Arseni- 
cum. He described his stools as being light yellow, 
pappy, somewhat frothy, and tolerably abundant. 
They were preceded by flatulent rumbling in the 
abdomen and by pinching pain in the hypo'gas- 
trium. The necessity for a stool awakened him 
from a sound sleep about three 'A. m. .From this 
hour to nine a. m. he had from four to six stools 
of the character above described. None at any 
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other period of day or night. When the desire for 
stool was felt, the urgency became instantly so great 
that he was compelled to spring from the bed and 
hasten to the water-clo.set. Yet this urgency was 
not of the nature of tenesmus, but rather a sensa- 
tion of weakness in the sphincter, as tliough he 
could not prevent the faeces from falling out. 
During stool, which passed freely in a mass the 
instant the restraint of the patient’s volition was 
withdrawn from the sphincter ani, there was a 
slight burning in the rectum. After stool, cessa- 
tion of pain, but a very slight general sensation 
of weakness and lassitude. 

During this period, from three to nine a. m., 
the patient was compelled to avoid all rapid or 
severe exertion of body, and especially straining to 
pass water. The penalty of such exertion or 
straining was sure to be an involuntary evacuation 
of faeces. 

I prescribed one powder of Saccharum lactis 
containing two globules of Aloes to be taken 
dry on the tongue at ten a. m. (the hour at which 
he called on me). From this time he had no 
diarrhoea. The next morning he slept until seven 
A. M., and at nine had a' natural stool as was his 
habit in health. 

During the winter season, a gentleman about 
seventy years of age applied for relief from a dull, 
heavy, frontal headache, which incapacitated him 
from mental labor. He could give me no more 
definite nor characteristic ^description of his ailment. 
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It was felt as soon as he waked and lasted all 
day. From such a description as the above, it 
would be impossible to prescribe with any certainty 
of selecting the right remedy. I set myself, there- 
fore, to investigate the patient’s previous history, in 
the hope of getting some help from the Anamnesis 
to which Hahnemann and Bcenninghausen attach so 
much importance. I learned that this headache was 
no new affliction. It had for years annoyed this 
gentleman, rather more during the winter season, 
whereas during the summer he was comparatively 
free from it. No peculiarity of diet or regimen 
could explain this fact. 

On the other hand, I learned that during the 
summer season my patient was very frequently 
attacked with diarrhoea, the disease coming on 
suddenly, waking him at two A. m., with a pinching, 
flatulent ^ colic, and so urgent a call to evacuate 
the bowels that he would be compelled to seek 
the water-closet instantly, experiencing, meanwhile, 
the greatest difficulty in retaining the faices. 
From this time till ten a. m., he would have 
four or five stools, pappy, copious, ' light yellow, 
great difficulty in retaining the faeces for even a 
moment after the desire for stjfol was first expe- 
rienced. Desire for stool provoked by eating, so 
that he was compelled to leave the breakfast tabl^ 
Involuntary stool when straining to pass water. 
When comparatively free from headache he was 
inclined to diarrheea, and vice versa. 

1 have long been persuaded that a most iih- 



ALOES. 


*■ 


379 


portant condition of success in the treatment of 
chronic diseases, consists in the practitioner taking 
such a view of die case as shall combine the 
various ailments of which a chronic patient may 
complain at different periods of time and in differ- 
ent organs, even though these periods and organs 
be remote from each other and apparently discon- 
nected. In no other way, it has sometimes seemed 
to me, could the characteristic indications of the 
remedy for such a case be found. 

Acting upon this persuasion in the case in 
question, I regarded the headache which predomi- 
nated in winter, and the diarrhoeas which predomi- 
nated in summer, as in some sort complementary 
series of symptoms, and as making up, both 
together, the “totality of symptoms” for which I 
w^ to seek, in the materia medica, the similt- 
mum. 

♦ 

The symptoms of the headache — indeed of 
the entire winter affection — presented nothing 
that was characteristic of any one remedy to the 
exclusion of all others. Carbo vegetabilis, Saba- 
dilla. Sulphur, Aloes, Nux vomica, and several 
others, might be regarded as about equally well 
indicated. 

When, however, to the head symptoms of the 
winter I came to add the diarrhoea symptoms of 
the summer, regarding the sum total as one dis- 
ease, it was then impossible to avoid perceiving^ 
that the diarrhoea symptoms were strikingly char- 
acteristic of Aloes, and could not indicate any 
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Other remedy. This furnished the clue to the pre- 
scription. On studying the head symptoms of 
Aloes, it was seen that they corresponded to the 
head symptoms of my patient quite as well as the 
symptoms of any other drug. Aloe was given, 
and it afforded a relief which my patient had 
sought’ in vain from other remedies taken on the 
strength of the head symptoms alone. The head- 
ache returned a few times afterward with very 
much diminished severity, but yielded at once to 
Aloes. Latterly, my patient has been entirely free 
from it, nor did the diarrhoea return as it used 
formerly to do whenever the headache ceased to 
prevail. 

In a third ca.se I have given Aloes for inconti- 
nence of urine in an old gentleman who has 
enlargetl prostate. The prescription was based* on 
the fact that he is very subject to a diarrhoea, 
presenting all the characteristics of the Aloes- 
diarrhcca. The peculiarities of the incontinence, 
moreover, correspond to those of the Aloes urine 
symptoms. Thus far, the success of the treatment ‘ 
leaves nothing to desire. But as the patient has 
been but a few weeks under the treatment, it is 
too soon to express a decided judgment or to 
entertain sanguine expectations of a cure. 



SULPHUR. 

W E use the sublimed Sulphur (flores sulphuris), 
triturated with sugar of milk, and then pre- 
pared in dilutions, in modo Hahncmanni ; or else a 
tincture prepared with alcohol. It is an ancient 
remedy, first mentioned as employed to purge the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

Ulysses us6d it to purify his palace by fumiga- 
tion. after his terrible slaughter of the suitors who 
infested it. 

(And perhaps the modern Ulysses may be able 
in like manner to purify the White House of the 
office-seekers and parasites who. haunt it.) 

Hippocrates and Pliny mention it. Pliny praises 
it in lumbago, and in lichen and prurigo of the 
face. And he says it cures cough with purulent 
expectoration and dyspneea. Dioscorides speaks of 
its power to cure cutaneous eruptions, and espe- 
cially itch. 

Modem allopathic writers hold it in very mod- 
erate esteem. They ascribe to it first an exciting, 
but ultimately a depressing action ; the peculiarity 
of exciting diaphoresis, and of producing semi- 
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fluid stools; also, according to Giaccomini, brown- 
ish spots on the skin, and various ephemeral 
cutaneous eruptions. Its virtues as a specific for 
scabies they consider to depend upon its power to 
kill the acarus scabiei. 

Hahnemann’s extensive proving, published in 
the fifth volume of his chronic diseases, has been 
singularly confirmed by an elaborate proving made 
by the Austrian Homoeopathic Society, under the 
leadership of Dr. Wurmb, and published in 1857. 

We proceed at once to the 

SPECIAL ANALYSIS. 

Sensorinm. Vertigo, This is most apt to 
occur in the morning, and is often accompanied 
by nose-bleed, although sometimes, like many other 
Sulphur symptoms, it occurs in the evening or at 
night when the patient is in bed. It is produced 
or aggravated by stooping and by walking in the 
open air, and by looking upon objects in rapid 
motion. 

Much confusion and bewilderment of the sen- 
sorium. The memory is weakened. 

Heetd. Headaches are not of an acute character. 
Sulphur unquestionably produces, congestion of the 
head, and the headaches correspond to this condi- 
tion. The pains are: 

Heaviness, making every motion irksome, not 
only walking and stooping, but even motion of the 
Tiead when sitting and lying. Pressing generally 
in the forehead and* over the eyes; sometimes 
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general, as if the head were encircled by an iron 
hoop; generally worse at night Merciirius has a 
similar symptom. 

The headache is often attended by nausea. 
The hair falls out The forehead is covered with 
acne. 

Eyes. The lids swell, the margins are inflamed, 
are thickened and sore. They burn, are worse 
after washing. This aggravation after washing is 
characteristic of Sulphur. 

In the eye, heat or a biting burning, as from ' 
Ammonia. Moderate photophobia. The conjunctiva 
is reddened. Vision is perverted ; there are s])arks 
before the eyes and a red wheel appears to encir- 
cle the candle flame. White or dark spots float 
before the eyes, and objects are not seen distinctly. 

Ears. Tearing pains in the cars. Stitches 
which likewise involve the parotid glahd. Ringing, 
hissing and swashing noises in the ears. Transient 
deafness. Sometimes connected with the heavy head- 
ache there is over-sensibility of the auditory nerve. 

Mouth. The gums swell ; sometimes bleed. 
The teeth seem too long and loose, and pain in 
biting. Similar to Carbo vegetabilis and Lycopo- 
dium. Burning pain in the tongue, and burning 
vesicle.'; upon it. Sometimes it is covered with an 
aphtheus deposit. The tongue and mouth are 
coated with saltish tnucus. There is dryrfqss with 
thirst , (Unlike Pulktilla.) 

Throat. Burning, sensation of swelling, and'’ 
constriction of the fences. 
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Taste. Sweetish or flat, sometimes bitter, which 
is relieved by eating. 

Appetite. Impaired. Aversion to meat and 
bread. Great and continued thirst. 

Gastric Symptoms. Oppression after eating. 
Flatuhmce, lassitude, eructations putrid or s(Air, or 
tasting of the food. Waterbrash is a common 
symptom. Nausea and sometimes vomiting. 

Stomach. .Sulphur produces (and cures) a kind 
of stomach cramj) ; severe, griping pain in the epi- 
gastrium, with tenderness of the stomach and liver. 

Abdomen. Pressure, stitches, in the upper part 
and sides of the abflomen ; the stitches are aggra- 
vated by deep inspiration, by walking, and are 
conjoined with a sensation of burning. 

In the region of the liver stitches from within 
outward. Feeling of tension and pressure in 
hepatic region and* throughout the abdomen, with 
great depression of .spirits. Burning in the abdo- 
men worse by motion. Sensation in the abdomen 
of soreness or of internal rawness ; worse on mo- 
tion anti deep in.spiration, as well as at night. 

Sensation of pressure downward and outward 
in region of the abdominal ring, with soreness and 
bruised sensation, not suffering the pressure of the 
hand. . * 

Pressure in the hypogastrium and pubic region. 

Stool Before the stool, aching in the abdomen 
and intestines. 

During the stool, nausea, heavy headache, pain- 
ful pressure in the reotum.* 
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After the stool, sensation of soreness and weak- 
ness in the intestines; general lassitude; pressing 
pain in the rectum and at the anus. 

Sulphur constipates, with frequent ineffectual 
tenesmus, both befbre and after stool, and constant 
pres|^ng, even at night, followed by aching and 
sticking pain in the rectum and anus, often very 
severe and distressing. It appears, then, that, 
instead of inaction of the lower bowel, we have 
congestion, irritation of the muscular fiber and 
irregular, inharmonious action, resulting in tenes- 
mus, and likewise hyperctsthesia. 

Sulphur has a yellow or whitish mucus or watery 
diarrhoea, painl<iss almost involuntary, compelling 
one to rise early in the morning, and containing 
undigested food. .Similar to Aloes, Bryonia and 
Podophyllum. Moreover, it produces a diarrhoea 
consisting of mucus streaked with blood, and pre- 
ceded by colic, and attended by tenesmus and pain 
(like dysentery). It is characteristic that the blood 
is in thread-like streaks. Thus, it appears that 
whether the mucous membrane’ of tlie rectum and 
colon discharge bloody mucus or be unnaturally 
dry (whether there be constipation or the so-called 
diarrhoea), the inharmonious muscular action, irrita- 
tion and hyperaesthesia are the same. The charac- 
ter of the evacuation does not afford a basis for 
division of symptoms into primary and secondary, 
and Tor -a law of dose “resting upon it. 

There is also constipation, which, however, is 

always attended by fullness heat or itching at 

a6 
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the anus and in the lower part of the rectum, 
whereas the constipation of Veratrum and Opium 
is simple inaction of the rectum, without concom- 
itant symptoms. 

In the rectum, burning and throbbing, with 
moist hiemorrhoids ; itching and soreness. # 

Urinary Organs. The secretion is increased in 
quantity; evacuation frequent at night. The desire 
comes suddenly, and is imperative ; if not gratified, 
the urine passes involuntarily ; the stream is forcible. 

This resembles Aloes. 

Hepar sulphuris lias the opposite, which, is 
highly characteristic of that drug, and often an 
indication for it in affections of other organs of the 
body, e. g., the stream of urine is slow to start, 
and very feeble and sluggish, falling in a right 
line rather than describing an arc. 

The act of micturition is often preceded by 
cutting pains in the hypogastrium. 

At the end, and after the act, cutting in the 
urethra. AlsO' burning, tearing and biting in the 
urethra during the act. 

Sexual Organs. Male. Inflammation of the 
orifice of the urethra and of the prepuce, which is 
thickened and red, and burns. In the testes, 
stitches and tension ; sexual desire is increased. 

Female. Menstruation appears -to come too 
soon, and to be increased in quantity. It is pre- 
:eded by various pains and symptoms, e. g., dry, 
iveping cough, colic, toothache, and accompanied 
3y abdominal cramps; 
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This, however, is not the only action. Men- 
strusition is likewise delayed or suspended, and this 
symptom, if accompanied by the night restlessness, 
constipation and other symptoms characteristic of 
Sulphur, affords a very valuable indication in practice. 

I *have often found Sulphur successful where 
menstruation was suppressed, whether by cold dur- 
ing a previous period, or by unknown causes, and 
where Pulsatilla had been given without effect 
Indeed, I think it more frequently indicated in 
amenorrhoea than Pulsatilla. 

Concomitants of menstruation are nose-bleed, 

* 

rush of blood to the head, and pressure in the 
epigastrium. 

Leucorrhoea which follows menstruation is yel- 
low and acrid and thick. 

Respiratory Organs. Nasal Membrane. Sneez- 
ing and violent coryza, alternately fluent and dry. 
The dryness predominating, with a troublesome 
obstruction , of the nostrils, relieved temporarily by 
the occasional discharge of masses' of thick mucus. 

Throat. Rawness in the fauces, with hoarseness 
amounting at times to aphonia; at the same time 
there is much mucus in the bronchi, and this moving, 
with the respiratibn, produces a^disposition to cough. 

Cough., In general it is dry; occurs at night 
as well by day. It is provoked by irritation in 
the region of the ensiform cartilage. • 

It produces soreness and shocks in the epigas- 
trium and in the hypochondria. Besides this dr/ 
cough, there is a loose cough, provoked by the ' 
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movement of mucus in the air-tubes, the sputa being 
thick, yellow and sometimes sweetish. The cough 
is often forcible, causing headache and gagging. 

Dyspnoea, Considerable, especially at night ; 
comes on suddenly on turning ‘ on the left side, 
relieved by sitting up. Lassitude and great heavi- 
ness in the chest. 

Like the congestions and orgasms of the blood 
in the head, are the corresponding affections of the 
chest. They occur at night, and are aggravated 
by motion, and accompanied by heat and burning 
in the chest. The chest is sore externally. 

Back. Lassitude, heaviness, soreness; the pains 
in the lumbar region are worse on walking, and 
especially on rising from a seat, than when sitting 
or lying. In the lumbar region, a peculiar stiffness 
and a sudden loss of power on attempting to move, 
have led to the successful use of Sulphur in certain 
forms of lumbago. 

Rhus toxicodendron and Petroleum have similar 
symptoms. Ruta and Staphysagria are indicated 
in a lumbago which is worse in the morning, 
before rising, and better after rising. That of 
Staphysagria compels the patients to get up at 
an unreasonably early hour. 

Extremities. Lassitude, heaviness, burning. 
Induration of the axillary • and inguinal glands.; 
swelling of the hands and feet, with heat and 
tingling ; soreness, tension in the muscles, and 
especially in the aponeuroses, and inability to move 
tliem. The pains are worse at night The skin 
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of the extremities, especially of the hands, presents 
a vesicular eruption, which discharges a yellowish 
water, and itches, being very sore when scratched. 
The skin chaps, and cracks at the joints. Ulcera- 
tion at the sides and roots of the nails. Itching 
pustular eruption upon the elbow joints and backs 
of the hands. 


PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS. 

In the case of Sulphur has been made the first 
and only successful generalization in the way of 
indication for treatment based on pathological 
anatomy. It was made by Dr. Wurmb, of Vienna, 
in his studies of pneumonia (1852). 

Speaking of Sulphur in pneumonia, he says : 

“ If the pneumonia be not complicated with 
other disease;?, then generally there comes a period 
when the febrile storm subsides; the pains, the 
dyspnoea, etc., cease. In short, the patient feels 
himself greatly relieved so soon as the infiltration 
has become complete. At this period Art can 
have no other problem than to support Nature 
while she, for the sake of removing the exudation, 
increases the activity of the processes of absorp- 
tion ; or, on the other hand, tp oppose Nature, in 
case she shows a disposition ■ to get rid of the 
pneumonic infiltration by. a purulent degeneration. 

“Now, in our view, no remedy yet 'proved cor- 
responds so well to these indications as Sulphur; 
none compare^ with it in point of certainty and 
celerity of action. 
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“Sulphur penetrates the entire organism even 
in its finest and most recondite portions. It in- 
creases the activity of vegetative life generally, and 
of the processes of secretion and absorption in 
particular. It accelerates the interchange of ele-’ 
monts and makes it more pervading; in a ’word, 
it fulfills all the demands upon which the removal 
of an abnormal 'product is conditional. Upon these 
grounds we apply Sulphur to the removal of pneu- 
monic infiltration, of serous exudations, and of old 
as well as recent deposits in the skin, the paren- 
chyma, the joints and the bones.” 

This masterly generalization is justified by the 
results of practice. It is a mode of seeking indi- 
cations that is warranted by the facts, that provings 
on the healthy — the only absolutely certain source 
of indications for treating the sick — can never 
furnish us analogues of the exudations and infiltra- 
tions referred to by Wurmb. We must in such 
cases fall back on generalizations based jointly on 
pathology and pathogenesy. 

This generalization will give us an explanation 
of the beneficial action of Sulphur in the second 
stage of exudative inflammation throughout the 
body; as in meningitis, ophthalmia, otitis, perito- 
nitis, hsemorrhoidal tumors, pleuritis, pneumonia, 
periostitis, ostitis, adenitis, pericarditis. 

But the generalization does not exhaust the 
subject of the applications of Sulphur. In puerperal 
peritonitis, at the very commencement of the disease. 
Sulphur is, I think, our most efficient remedy. 



SULPHUR. 


39 » 

Even here there is an analogy to the second 
stage of an idiopathic inflammation. For it may be 
considered that the storm of invasion was exhausted 
, .by the labor of which the peritonitis is a sort of a 
sequel. And perhaps this view accounts in some 
measure for the asthenic character of this disease 
from the outset. 

The skin diseases for which Sulphur is appro- 
priate are papular, vesicular, 'or pustular eruptions, 
with the peculiar sensations already described. 

As regards itch — scabies — if we restrict the 
term to the vesicular affections caused by the 
acarus, we must doubt the power of Sulphur to 
cure it specifically. If we use the term as Hahne- 
mann and his contemporaries used it, to embrace 
impetigo, tinea, etc.. Sulphur is one of our most 
efficient remedies. 

Sulphur cures an unhealthy state of the skin, 
in which it cracks, and in which slight scratches 
ulcerate and are slow to heal. 

The kind of lumbago caused by Sulphlir has 
been described. 

In the second stage of acute articular rheuma- 
tism, where deposits are to be removed and where 
the feet in particular are affected, it is of great 
service. 

In certain forms of paraplegia of children it 
often effects a cure. 

Never prescribe this or any other drug without 
carefully comparing the symptoms of the case wifh 
. those of the drug. 
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GENERAL VIEWS. 

The limbs go to sleep easily ; sensation of las- 
situde, weariness and soreness in the ' limbs and 
bone pains, as if the flesh were off the bones. 

Prickling and itching of the skin, at night in 
bed. Old scars and spots begin again to itch; 
soreness but not burning. 

A scabious, eczematous eruption like cow-pox. 

Jerking spasms of individual ‘limbs and attacks 
like epilepsy, preceded by a feeling in the arms and 
back as if a mouse ran up them. 

Ebullitions of blood, the veins of the hands 
swollen and burning, and from this restlessness 
throughout the body. Cannot sit in one posture ; 
must stretch out the hands, limbs and toes. 

Sleepiness by day; in the afternoons; recurring 
after meals, * 

Late sleeping in the morning, not refreshed on 
waking. Sleepy in the evening, but cannot go to 
sleep for a long time ; and during the night, 
wakeful, with excitement and restless tossing, and 
pressure of blood to head and chest. Wakes in 
affright. Lively and anxious dreams. Many symp- 
toms come at night; burning in mouth, with thirst; 
nightmare; pains in hip 'joint; cramps in calves. 

Fever, Mixed. Cold predominates. 

Heat, Partial, and in the head and chest. 

Excited, hasty, going from one subject to 
another; depressed and despondent 



GRAPHITES. 

T his remedy belongs exclusively to the Homoe- 
opathic Pharmacopoeia. It was classed by 
Hahnemann among the “ Antipsoric Remedies,” as 
being more especially adapted to tlie treatment of 
chronic diseases. We shall see that it is some- 
times called for in acute affections. 

In his introduction to the proving, Hahnemann 
says : 

“ The purest Graphite is a kind of mineral 
carbon. Its slight contingent of iron may be 
regarded rather as an admixture than as an 
essential constituent, as was fully proved by Davy’s 
conversion of the diamond into Graphites by treat- 
ing it with Potassium.” 

He continues; 

“ The first idea of its use in medicine was given 
to Dr. Weinhold, during his travels in Italy, by 
some workmen in a looking-glass factory in Venice, 
whom he saw using Graphites as an external 
application^ for the removal of eruptions. He imi- 
tated them and described the result in a little 
work, entitled "Graphites as a Remedy for Erup- 
tions. ’ i 8 i 2 .” 
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Hahnemann’s proving is published in the 
“Chronic Diseases.” 

The action upon the sensorium is not marked. 
Upon the head, confusion and pressure, chiefly in 
the forehead, and a drawing pain from the fore- 
head extending down the face to the throat. So, 
likewise, the pain of constriction extends down the 
occiput to the nape of the neck. The headache is 
often very violent every morning, -causing cold 
sweat and faintness. 

Externally, the action of Graphites is note- 
worthy. Scabby eruptions, exuding moisture, ap- 
pear on the scalp ; they are sore when touched, 
and cause the hair to fall out. This furnishes an 
indication for Graphites in tinea capitis. We meet 
here the first example of the skin affection of 
Graphites, — a moist, scabby eruption. Lycopodium 
has a dry, scaly eruption. Mezereum, a thick, hard 
scab, from under which, when it is pressed, thick 
pus exudes. Hepar sulphuris, a scab easily torn 
off, and which leaves a raw and bleeding surface. 

Viola tricolor in tinea capitis is indicated by the 
peculiar odor of the urine of the patient. . It smells 
like cat’s urine. 

Face. The complexion is pale and sallow; the 
eye sunken. The muscles of one side of the face 
are contracted, and speech is difficult Externally, 
a kind of erysipelas, with a burning, sticking paia 

In acute facial erysipelas, in which Belladonna 
and Rhus are so often indicated and serviceable, 
Graphites or Euphorbium or Apis may be require 
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If SO, they arc particularly indicated by symptoms 
of other organs. So may Carbo animalis. 

Eyes. Paralytic heaviness of the lids. Vision 
is so affected that myopia results. Photophobia, 
heat, biting lachrymation, and pressing, aching 
pain in the globe which extends to the head. 
Also stitching pains in the eye from looking on 
white objects. Ulceration of the margins of the 
lids. Where hordeola recur frequently, although 

* each one is relieved by Pulsatilla, Graphites or 
Staphysagria may be indicated by the general 
symptoms, and 'each has been beneficial in many 
cases. 

Ears. Various noises in tlie ears, rushing, 
ringing and hissing. These noises and a clucking 
or cracking, noise are. produced by stooping and 
rising again, by eructation, by eating, and gener- 
ally by moving the jaw. These symptoms point 
(analogous to Silicca, Lachesis and Gelseminum) to 
an affection of the Eustachian tube (and perhaps 
the meatus externus). Graphites has been of ser- 
vice in many cases of deafness. Itching of the 
external ear and of the cheek in front of the ear. 
Where the parts have been scratched lymph 
exudes, and “a raw” is established. 

♦ In a crevice behind the ear a crack, raw, moist 

and quite painful, similar to the cracks in chapped 
hands. • • 

% 

Similar cracks are observed in this locality in 
children during the age of dentition or after 1L‘ 
Graphites is a valuable remedy. So is Calcarea 
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carbonica, which may be indicated in preference by 
other symptoms. 

Nose. Increased acuteness of the sense of 
smell. Scabs in the anterior nares ; occasional 
epistaxis, with fullness of head and heat of face. 

Mouth. Around the' mouth and on the lips 
and chin, eruption and scabby ulcers; swelling of 
•the sub-maxillary glands. The breath is offensive, 
or smells of urine. 

Gums swollen and sore. The toothache is* 
worse in bed and from warmth. 

A kind of spasm in the throat* as if deglutition 
were impossible. 

Digestive Tract and Function. The tongue is 
much coated; the taste is bitter, there is much 
hiccough and eructation of bitter or sour green 
water. 

Aversion to meat and to sweets; much thirst; 
nausea, even when there is strong hunger. Graph- 
ites produces many s}'mptoms after eating, such as 
headache, sleepiness, waterbrash, burning in the 
eyes, colic, fullness in the abdomen. Cutting, 
burning and drawing pains in the abdomen. Espe- 
cially, however, is the abdomen tense, as though 
distended with flatus, which appears to be incarcer- 
ated in various parts of the abdomen. Pressing » 
toward the abdominal ring before discharge of 
flatus. These symptonts — the abnormal sensations 
and accessory symptoms after e&ting, the* accumu- 
lations of flatus — indicate slow and imperfect 
digestion, a condition which is demonstrated by 
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the stool so characteristic of the Graphites diarrhoea, 
viz., pappy, half-digested brown stool, of a most 
atrocious odor. 

Rectum. In the rectum, violent stitches, a 
smarting or cutting and sore pain ; also much itch- 
ing. The anus- is swollen, the veins enlarged, 
protruding and sore. These symptoms have led 
to the successful use of Graphites in that pain-# 
ful affection, “fissure of the anus,” which can be 
cured by homoeopathic remedies speedily and 
permanently, and needs no surgical intervention. 
Ignatia, Nitric acid, Platina, Plumbum, Pieonia 
alba, and Ratanhia, are ■ other remedies that may 
be required, and have proved successful in “fissure 
of the anus.” 

Stool. Two conditions obtain. Constipation, — 
the stools are hard, lumpy, and evacuated with 
effort, and often accompanied with mucus or blood.. 
There is sometimes ineffectual tenesmus. On the 
other hand, there is diarrhoea; stools not frequent, 
generally in the forenoon ; pappy, brown, contain- 
ing half-digested food, and of an atrocious, almost 
putrid odor, not attended with pain, but often 
accompanied by discharge of flatus. I cannot say 
which of these series of symptoms is primary and 
which secondary: In reference to a recent much- 
pushed theory, I am constrained to say that, as 
regards the dose, it makes no diff^ence which is 
primary and which •secondary. . With the aooth I 
have cured constipation, and with the 200th I havcf 
dired diarrhoea. 
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Urine is diminished in quantity. A cutting 
pain accompanies the evacuation. Urine is dark 
and has a white or a reddish deposit. } 

Male Sextial Organs. The sexual appetite is 
decidedly increased, but the power is diminished, 
ejaculation of semen taking place before the erec- 
tion is complete. By virtue of this action, Graph- 
^ites has been of service in sexual weaknesses, 
consisting of lively desire with incomplete erection, 
and too rapid or too early discharge of semen, 
such as sometimes follows the habit of masturba- 
tion, acquired in boyhood and abandoned early. 

Testes Swollen. It is noteworthy that Graphites 
has been successfully used in treating hydrocele. 
Other remedies are Clematis, Rhododendron, Aurum 
and Spongia. 

The Female Sexual. Orga7is present many symp- 
toms that point to Graphites as a remedy for 
corresponding maladies. 

Menses are delayed and are scanty ; they are 
imminent for several days before the flow fairly 
sets in. The onset is accompanied by a variety 
of accessory symptoms (as with Sepia), such as 
hoarseness with dry cough, headache evenings, 
swelling of the feet and painless swelling of the 
cheeks, chilliness, colic-like labor-pains, backache. 

Hahnemann says that Graphites is often indis- 
‘pensable where obstinate constipation and delayed 
menstruation are Wont to occur* together. 

Leucorrhcea copious and thin, causing a "biting, 
smarting sensation in the vagina. 
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Upon the respiratory organs the action of 
Graphites is not marked. It produces coryza, 
hoarseness toward evening, attended by headache; 
rawness in the chest and a tickling in the throat, 
provoking a dry cough, the peculiarities of which, 
however, are not apparent. There is some 
dyspnoea. 

Externally, the nipples are painful and tender, 
and disposed’ to become fissured. 

Clinical experience has shown Graphites to be 
a valuable remedy in “ sore nipples ” of nursing 
women. The end of the nipple presents cracks 
and fissures from which exudes’ a limpid serum. 
This disposition to fissures or cracks in the integ- 
ument seems characteristic of Graphites. 

In the extremities, besides aching and drawing 
sensations . and the indefinite feeling of lassitude, 
common to so many drugs which a6t profoundly 
on the system, we have no marked attion save 
that on the skin, viz., erysipelas of the hand.s, 
eczema of the fingers, eczema and impetigo on 
the lower extremities and toes. ’ There are stick- 
ing pains in these eruptions and much soreness. 
Eczema between the lower extremities and upon 
the male genitals is an effect of Graphites. 

The feet sweat profusely; the sAveat is not of- 
fensive as under Silicea, but moderate walking 
causes soreness between the toes, so . that the parts 
become raw. Fina^y the sides and roots of the 
finger and toe nails become sore, ulcerate and swell 
and are exceedingly painful. 
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Graphites is one of our best remedies in that 
painful affection loosely called “ the -ingrowing toe- 
nail.” Silicca and Hepar sulphuris are also of 
value, and must be chosen in preference if general 
symptoms require it. 

As rt'gards sleep, Graphites produces great 
sleepiness by day; and the patient goes to sleep 
early in the evening, but during the night there is 
wakefulness, tossing, heat and anxiety (symptoms 
much like those of Sulphur). Dreams are anxious 
and terrifying. At last patient sinks into a pro- 
found and dull morning sleep. (This is not like 
Sulphur.) 

Fever has been observed. Coldness predomi- 
nates — a daily paroxysm — in the evening. It 
begins with shivering followed by heat of the face 
and cold feet, followed by sweat in the ^morning. 

Generally a moderate exertion brings on sweat. 

The cysposition is excited and irritable. 

The action on the skin is very marked: moist 
eruption, eczema, impetigo, and fissure or cricks on 
the fingers, at the corners of the mouth, on the 
nipples, at the anus and between the toes. 

Already-existing ulcers become* tender to touch 
and motion, with tearing and sticking pains. 

The action of Graphites on the Skin, the digest- 
ive apparatus, and the ma^e and female sexual 
organs, is of great importance. It is eminentTy a 
“ polychrest” 



LACHESIS. 

VENOM OF I-ACIIESIS TRIOONOCEPHALUS. 

I T was procured by Dr. C. Hering, and proved 
under his auspices. The results were published 
in “Archiv,” and in his monograph “ Schlangengift.” 

The symptoms given by him are both those of 
the bite and those produced by internal use. 
There is an evident correspondence between the 
two varieties of symptoms, the latter presenting 
finer shades of subjective symptoms than could be 
observed under the severe effects of tMfc bite. 

Seusorijum. Absence of mind, inability to think ; 
has to think how words are, spelled ; errors in 
writing and reading; vertigo; giddiness, especially 
on closing the eyes, on sitting or lying down 
(Theridion) ; vertigo, with staggering ; deadly pale- 
ness (nausea and vomiting sometimes). 

'Head, Pains deep seated in various parts of 
the head, ' worse on the left side. In the left 
frontal ' protuberance a sore pain, worse early in 
the ‘morning*— T worse on pressing the parts; sore 
aching sibove the eyes, extending^ to the root Sf 

the nose-'^nd ‘down the nose ; heaviness on waking, 
27 
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with nausea and vertigo, such as is produced by 
. exposure to the heat of the sun ; curative in sun- 
stroke; pressing pain in the forehead from within 
outward; bursting, throbbing and undulating pain* 
in the forehead, generally worse after- sleep and on 
stooping, attended by vertigo and sometimes by 
nausea and by weakness of the limbs and of the 
mind. 

Scalp. Sensitive, especially the left side, as if 
it had been burned by the sun. * 

Eyes. Most of the symptoms are subjective, 
and consist of pains above the eyes; aching and 
pressure in the eyes, worse on touch and motion ; 
and itching and stinging in the eyes. 

Given on the strength of these symptoms, and 
others affecting other organs, Lachesis has been 
curative in inflammation of the margins of the 
lids, and in ulceration of the cornea. Vision is 
affected; it becomes weak — objects are not easily 
discerned; there is a mist before the eyes, also 
black flickering objects before the eyes, and a 
bright ring around the candle flame. 

Ears. Soreness of the mastoid region; swell- 
ing between the ear and mastoid process, with 
stiffness, pain and throbbing; stinging and piercing 
pain deep in the left ear, with a disagreeable sen- 
sation between the ear and thrqat' The ears feel 
obstructed, and there is. deafness ; at the same time 
abnormal sounds are heard in the' ears — chirping, 
'roaring and the hammering sensation or sound 
which is peculiar to Lachesis. These sounds cease . 
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for a while after inserting the finger in the external 
meatus and shaking it. They probably depend 
upon obstruction of the Eustachian tube. 

• Nose. Epistaxis is a frequent symptom both 
from bites and from internal use. It precedes the 
menses, accompanies the headache, occurring espe- 
cially early in the morning, and is often induced 
by blowing the nose. 

Soreness with discharge of water, and the 
soreness remains long after the coryza has ceased. 
Obstinate coryza, alternately fluent and dry, break- 
ing out suddenly. 

Lachesis has proved a valuable remedy in 
obstinate coryza, in complaints seeming to depend 
on suppressed coryza, and in the sequclsc of influ- 
enza; also in ozoena with suspicion of a syphilitic 
taint 

Face. Complexion pale, yellow, earthy. Eyes 
sunken. 

Prosopalgia. Tearing above the orbit Draw- 
ing and tearing in the malar bone, extending to 
the ear. Digging and screwing around in the 
malar bone. Swelling of the face, closing the eyes, 
worse on the left side. 

Erysipelas of the face, worse under the left eye ; 
swelling of the lip, distortion of the face. 

'Teeih and Jaws. Tearing and throbbing, 
especially about the roots of the teeth, worse after 
sleep’ and by -cold or warm drinks, with swelling 
of the gums (ending in discharge of pus). An^ 
excellent remedy in periodontitis from dead nerve 
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pulp in the fang of decayed or plugged molar, 
which must end in abscess. The g^ms bleed 
easily. 

Mouth. Burning in the mouth and soreness ol" 
the roof of the mouth. 

Ptyalism. Burning as from pepper. Tongue 
white, yellow, blackish. Tongue stiff, diffitult to 
protrude. It trembles when protruded. Paralysis 
of the tongue. 

Tongue swollen; ulcerated. 

Gangrene of the tongue. Difficult speech, as 
if the tongue were too heavy. Unintelligible talk-* 
ing after an apoplectic fit. 

Inflammatory swelling of the velum pendulum 
palati. 

Pharynx and (Esophagus. Feeling of hollow- 
ness in the throat, as if the pharynx had disap- 
peared. (Phytolacca decandra.) Rawness in the 
pharynx. Sen.sation as of a lump in the pha^nx, 
generally on the left side, impeding deglutition, 
worse on deglutition, and a sharp pain then goes 
into the ear. Constant desire to swallow, as if 
a sponge or a button adhered to the left side of 
the pharynx, worse from swallowing _food. Lumps 
dark red, with ulcers or gangrefrious spo^ Fetor 
of breath. 

. Difficult deglutition. Abnormal contractipns of* 
pharyngeal muscles; food returns- by the nose. 
As if a piece of dry skin were in the pharyAx. , 

(Tonsillitis beginning on the • left side. Lyco- 
podium where it begins on the right side. Lippp.)' 
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Taste. Bad, bitter, putrid, flat Loss, of appe- 
tite, but faintness from fasting. Empty, fmnt feel- 
ing in tlie stomach. 

Weakness of digestion, distress from food, 
especially in drunkards. 

Stomach. ‘Regurgitation of food. Nausea and 
vomiting with vertigo and faintnes.s. 

Tenderness in the epigastrium. Gnawing be- 
fore a meal. 

Pressure toward the heart All the symptoms 
are worse after sleep. 

Sensation in the stomach and abdomen, as if a 
lump were accumulating. 

Hypochondria. Cannot bear tight clothing 
about hypochondria (characteristic). Pain as if 
ulcerated on coughing. Pain in the liver as 
if forming a lump, as if something had lodged 
. there. 

Abdomen. Tension. Pain as if diarrhcea would 
set in. . Stitches in various directions, as from the 
right os ilium through the abdomen and chest as 
far as the shoulder. Stabbings during the menses, 
.soreness and sharp pain in the left ovarian region, 
cannot lie on the left side because it hangs and 
rolls oveft Sensitive; cannot, when standing, bear 
down weight and pressure of clothing; must hold 
it lip, vit produces pressure on the uterus. 

PauidM swelling and induration in the right 
side of the abdotnen, between the crista ilii ^d 
umbilicus; btiraiog, pulsating, etc., and pains 
extending to the hip joints, etc. 

' si.' 
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Stool. • Constipation. Hard fragments like 
sheep-dung; difficult evacuations, as from spasm 
of the sphincter; feels as if faeces press against it 
without passing. 

Stools light colored, and alternately loose and 
dry and hard. 

Cadaverous odor of diarrhoeic stool. Blood and 
pus. 

Drawing and hammering in the anus. Urging 
as of stool, worse when sitting; makes lame, can- 
not rise. Prolapsus ani, with bleeding. 

• Urinary organs. Micturition frequent. Urine 
scanty and dark, and turbid with dark sediment 

Male sexual organs. Depressed condition. 

Female. Menses scanty and inclined to delay, 
preceded and attended by many accessory synjp- 
toms (nervous attacks). Leucorrhoea before menses, 
copious and acrid, and thick. Uterus very sensitive 
to contact Cannot bear external pressure on the 
uterine region nor the weight of clothes. 

At the climacteric period flashes of heat. , Pain 
in the uterine region, increasing day by day till a 
bloody discharge appears, then ceasing, to re-appear 
in a few days. 

Larynx and Cough. Pain when touching the 
larynx and on lying down. Throbbing and sensa- 
tion of narrowness. Swelling sensation, rawnes^ 
scraping and desire to swallow. Sensation as of 
a plug which moves up and down, with short cough. 
Hoarseness, worse in the evening, and with a sen- 
sation as of something which ought to be hawked up. 
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Cough generally drj', spasmodic, provoked by 
tickling in the throat, by smoke, by pressure on 
the larynx as by touch, throwing the head back, 
etc. ; worse every time he wakes ; worse from eat- 
ing; has always to leaye the table. Sometimes 
mucus 'and bloody (latter generally when sympa- 
thetic with heart trouble), again thick yellow sputa 
in suspected phthisis pulmonalis. 

Chest. Dyspnoea on exertion, or attending other 
symptoms. In paroxysms, ‘ suffocative fullness. 
Cannot lie down ; must have windows open. 
Stitch in the left side, with dyspnoea, worse* 
when coughing or on inspiration ; neglected 
pneumonia. 

^Spasmodic pain about the heart. Constrictive 
sensation in the region of the heart Irregular 
beating of the heart; every intermission attended 
by strange sensation in the heart, and a^ if the 
circulation were restored by coughing a little. 
Palpitation, with anxiety and weakness; spasmodic, 
suffocative feeling, with palpitation on exertion. 

Trunk, Pain in the loins. Stiffness from the 
sacrum to the loins, and extending down the 
thighs (with tenderness in the right ileo-coecal 
region). Drawing pains and stiffness in the back 
and nape. Beating in the back and anus as with 
little hammei’s. . 

Great painfulness of the neck to touch and 
pressure. Outer swelling with inward inflammaticm 
and sorene^ Swelling and pain- in the submax- 
ilUuy and parotid region. 
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Lameness, tension and numbness in the hands 
and feet. Limbs weak, weary and trembling. 

Ulcers bluish, livid, worse in the evening, sur- 
rounded by smaller ulcers, and burn when touched. 

Sleep. Drowsiness and stupor all the time. 
At night easily disturbed, not refreshed,* always 
worse after sleep. 

p'ever. Not regular, periodic. Fever of low 
type ; prostrate with stupor ; muttering ; sunken 
face, dropping of the jaw, red or black tongue, 
qracked and bleeding, and which trembles when 
^ protruded. 

Skin. Ulcers, etc. Gangrene traumatic, of an 
ashy gray color and very offensive. 

General symptoms. Languor, weariness, pains. 
Aching in bones. Awkward, stumbling gait, numb- 
ness of the hands and feet paralysis, mental and 
bodily languor. Constant desire for rest Faint- 
ness, trembling. Vertigo. 

Disposition. Depression, melancholy. Anxiety 
about her illness, nervous irritability. Inertness. 

APPLICATIONS. 

Lachesis, in common with other serpent poisons, 
produces, first direct weakness of the heart’s action ; 
second weakened respiration and difficult deglutir 
tion ; third, an incoagulable condition of the blood, 
and third, as Mitchell proved by experiment with 
Crotalus venom, actual disorganization of the mus- 
cular tissue. Locally it produces gangrene. 
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From this we may have, first, death from syn- 
cope or suffocation; second, ecchymoses and death 
from blood disorder; third, local gangrene. 

Again, we have special peculiarities of heart 
and throat symptoms, etc., which characterize 
Lachesis. 

The throat action begins, according to Lippe, 
on the left side, and extends to the ear, accom- 
panied by tightness in the larynx. Internally, 
deep red or purple; externally, swelling as though 
the cellular tissue were infiltrated; external tender- 
ness, no coating of tongue like mercury ; no 
defined sharp prick like Hepar sulphuris, nor fever, 
etc., like Belladonna, which has bright redness. 

Scarlatina, two applications ; first, in the fou- 
droyant style of invasion; second, when there is 
infiltration and threatened sloughing of the throat 
and gangrene. 

Typhilitis. Ha;morrhoids. Diseases, of women. 

Cough, etc. 

In neglected pneumonia, >qr when resolution 
lingers, 'or after whooping cough. 

Heart affection, weakness of action, palpitation, 
irregular beats, aching, etc., but especially cannot 
lie down, and cough sympathetic. Ulcers. Par- 
alysis. 

[This paper is supplemented by an additional 
one on the same* drug in the second volume.] 
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PRINCIPLES OF HOMCEOPATHY.— PRIN- 
CIPLES vs. PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE. 

I N entering upon tlie general consideration of any 
subject' involving a number of topics, it is 
expedient always to seek to obtain at the very 
outset a clear view of the scope and extent of the 
subject; to comprehend what it involves and to 
perceive what arc its limits and what its relations 
with other kindred subjects. Let us begin our 
course by doing this' with reference to homoeop- 
athy, the principles of which it is my duty to lay 
before you. 

You all know that by houKeopathy is generally 
understood that system of prhctical medicine, in 
accordance with which the physician seeks to cure 
his patient by giving him a remedy which has been 
known to produce in the healthy subject .symptoms 
similar, tO those which the patient presents. It is 
a system claiming to be the only scientific system 
of ‘medicine, inasmuch as it possesses a “law of 
cure” as it is termed; • or, as it might be more 
correcl^y . expressed, a law for the selectipn of the 
remedy .in any concrete case stf illness; the law 

II.-T2 ' 
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expressed by the now familiar formula — '^Similia 
similibus curantur." 

You will hear also that homoeopathy is called 
the science of therapeutics, and I will add that it 
is the only thcrapeusis which exists possessing the 
elements of a natural science; that it is the only' 
science of therapeutics. Now, by therapeusis or 
therapeutics, we mean the science of treating dis- 
eased persons by means of drugs. 

We thus arrive at a view of the limits and 
.scope of our subject, homoeopathy. It is, a thera- 
peutics. It deals with the science and’ method of 
treating the sick by means of drugs. And this is 
its whole scope. As homoeopathists strictly, and 
confining yourselves to the application of the sci- 
ence 'of homcEopathy, you will perform your entire 
function when you accurately select and rightly 
administer a suitable drug to your patient. 

But you will go forth from these halls as 
doctors of medicine. Shall you have no other 
professional duties toward youT patients than to 
administer drugs to them? Assuredly you will. 
Then you must be homoeopathists and something 
beside. 

The injuries and accidents to which men are 
exposed, involving destructive injury to limb or 
tissues, may require the interference of the opera- 
tive surgeon. As such you” will act under the ISw 
of mechanics, guided by your knowledge of anat-^ 
om.y and physiology, and governed by the traditions 
and maxims of surgery. It is true that few surgN 
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cal cases occur which do not sooner or later 
involve the entire organism in such a vi$y that 
the patient’s condition demands the co-operation of 
the therapeutist; and as you will combine in your 
own person the function of operative surgeon and 
therapeutist, you, who have when operating, acted 
outside of your office as homceopathist or thera- 
peutist, will now select and administer a drug 
suited to the condition of your patient, in accord- 
ance with the therapeutic law. You will, thus, in 
treating this case, act in a double capacity. Y ou 
will be both an operative surgeon and a prescriber 
of dr.ugs. It is in the latter capacity only that 
you will be a therapeutist, that you will practice 
homoeopathy. It is true that your possession of a 
science of therapeutics will make the intervention 
of operative surgery much less frequently necessary 
than it is deemed .to be by our allopathic brethren, 
who have no science of therapeutics. For homoeop- 
athy gives us the means of curing many diseases 
formerly supposed to require mechanical treatment; 
and in so far your function as homceopathist will 
encroach on that of surgeon. Yet the two are in 
a scientific aspect entirely distinct, and may not be 
confounded, unless you would introduce confusion 
into your views of the principles of medicine. 

SOi likewise, as obstetrician, you are called upon 
to superintend the physiological ppocess of partu- 
rition, to prevent accidents or to remedy them ; to 
anticipate or to cure diseases- that may complicati^ 
the process. Some of your Interference will be 
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mechanical, as when you turn the child or use 
instruments. Such interference does not come under 
the scope of homoeopathy. It belongs to another 
department of science and art. Another kind of 
treatment for the abnormal conditions which may 
supervene during parturition, consists in the admin- 
istration of drugs in accordance with the homoeo- 
pathic law. In doing this you are acting of course 
within the limits of the science of homoeopathy, 
being therapeutists. Thus in the practice of obstet- 
rics you fill a double office ; you are therapeutists, 
and as such, hoinoeopathists, and may also be oper- 
ative surgeons, exercising another art. 

Here again homoeopathy puts us in possession 
of remedial means which, in a great many cases, 
obviate the necessity of resorting to mechanical 
interference, because they enable us to prevent the 
occurrence of morbid states which lead to conditions 
requiring such interference ; and thus the function 
of the. homcEopathic therapeutist circumscribes that 
of the operative obstetrician, as it is laid down in 
the text-books of the allopathists. And it should 
be our aim so to develop our therapeutic science 
as still further to circumscribe its limit and do away 
with the necessity for operative interference. For 
instance, if I may venture to spend a moment on 
this subject, homoeopathy, as a system of thera- 
peutics, educating our powers of observation and 
sharpening our clinical foresight, enables us to antic- 
ipate the recurrence of uterine haemorrhage as an 
incident of parturition, and so to pre^ribe that 
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we prevent or control it; thus making the mechan- 
ical appliances so frequently resorted to* by the 
allopathists at least so seldom requisite that some 
homoeopathists have affirmed that the tampon, etc., 
can never be required. In the same way and to 
the same extent of rarest use or absolute disuse 
has homoeopathy brought the entire apparatus of 
pessaries and supporters and bandages for the 
treatment of yterine disease. In t^iese cases, as 
in other similar cases, it will be for you, in the 
exercise of a sound judgment, to determine whether 
the best interests of your patient demand that you 
shall act solely as operative surgeon, or solely as 
therapeutist, or whether you shall combine these 
functions. You cannot exercise this sound discre- 
tion aright unless you are fully instructed in both 
departments of science, unless you know all that can 
be effected by therapeutics from the stand-point of 
the homoeopathist, and know also the resources and 
limits of operative surgery. The point which I 
wish, to make is that as doctors of medicine you! 
combine in yourselves the functions of therapeutist, 
surgeon and obstetrician; and that in the latter 
capacity you do not, cannot, and arc not called 
upon to act as homceopathists, inasmuch as the 
homoeopathic law applies only to the selection of 
drugs for diseased conditions. 

Once more, hygiene is that department of 
medical science which includes the prevention of 
disease, and. the removal or cancellation of material 
causes which induce or perpetuate disease. The 
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advances of physiology and pathology, chemistry 
and natural history, within the last thirty years, 
have given to sanitary science a scope and impor- 
tance which were not heretofore imagined. Many 
epidemic diseases have been shown to be depend- 
ent upon the conditions in which the individual, 
the family and the community live — conditions 
which by knowledge and care might . be obviated. 

I refer in general to improper drainage of the soil, 
deficient ventilation, unwholesome food and drink, 
lack of' light and heat, injurious occupations, 
improper social habits and relations. Surely the 
doctor of medicine can have no more important 
business than the prevention of disease by diligent 
endeavor, — whether as a public officer or as the 
medical adviser of a family or of an individual,— 
to modify unfavorable conditions, and tliereby 
remove material causes of disease, and place those 
with whose care he is charged under circumstances 
most favorable to health. In doing this you will 
apply the principles of chemistry or of mechanics or 
of vegetable physiology; and although fulfilling one 
of your most important vocations, you, who will 
style yourselves homoeopathic physicians, will not be 
acting within the scope of homoeopathy ; will not 
be applying its law of cure. You will, as hygien- ' 
ists, have nothing to do with homoeopathy. 

Furthermore, it has been ascertained by modern 
research, that certain diseases depend for their 
perpetuation, if not wholly for their origin, upofl 
parasitic vegetable or animal growths, the remov^ 
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of which by chemical or mechanical means is an 
essential condition of speedy cure. While you 
effect this removal by such means, you are fulfill- 
ing your duty as those intrusted with the care of 
the sick, just as faithfully and fully as when you 
administer, in accordanco^with the homoeopathic law, 
the remedy which shall so change the vital processes 
of the patient as that his body shall no longer be 
a favorable nidus for these parasitic germs. But 
remember that when you seek the aid of chemistry 
or of mechanics to remove these parasites, you are 
not exercising your vocation as homceopathists; 
because you are acting as hygienists, not as thera- 
peutists ; you are not combating disease by drugs. 

I lay stress upon these instances. I desire to 
show clearly, and, impress upon your minds the 
fact, that hemceopathy applies only to the treat- 
ment of the sick ^by means of drugs ; because, 
unless your minds are clear upon this point, unless 
you perceive plainly that as curators of the sick 
you have other functions beside that very important 
and essential one of administering drugs, you may 
err as many do who strive to apply the homoeo- 
pathic law of cure to their every action as medical 
men; and to make it cover not only their treat- 
ment by drugs, but also the surgical, obstetrical, 
hygienic, ehemical and mechanical expedients and 
procedures. They come into the dilemma, that 
either dr^pading to prove recreant to their guidihgf 
principle, which they cannot perceive to lead them 
in any «f these procedures, they neglect something 
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which is essential to their patient’s safety or recov- 
ery, and thus fail of their duty as doctors ; or else, 
resorting to measures which their common sense 
and experience show to be necessary, they attempt 
to explain them in such a way as to bring them 
under the homceopathic law, and thus make them- 
selves ridiculous and bring ridicule upon the science 
which as therapeutists they profess and honor. 

Remember, then, the scope and limits of homoe- 
opathy. It is the science of therapeutics, and con- 
cerns only the treatment of the sick by means of 
drugs. Do not misunderstand me, and think me 
to say, inasmuch as I am a homceopathist, that 
therefore I believe diseases are to be treated only 
by drugs. Being a science, the elements of. which 
are natural phenomena, viz. : those of the sick and 
the phenomena of drugs in their relation to the 
living human being, homoeopathy takes rank with 
the other natural physical sciences. 

For the better understanding of our subject 
let us take a general view of the nature and 
elements of a physical science. The physical 
sciences are variously arranged. There are sciences 
of classification, and sciences which are pursued 
with a view to the practical application of the 
knowledge they afford us to the affairs of daily 
life. But all of them deal with the phenomena of 
the physical universe as we observe them by 
means of our senses, aided by the resources of 
art Let us study for a moment the science of 
astronomy, the most perfect and least compli«. 
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cated of the physical sciences. It deals with the 
phenomena of the .bodies which compose the uni- 
verse. We observe these phenomena, which consist 
of the movements of the heavenly bodies in, space 
and upon their axes ; and our observation is assisted 
by whatever instruments the ingenuity of man has 
contrived for the purpose, every successive inven- 
tion enabling us to discover some new feature of 
these phenomena. . In observations of the move- 
ments of the heavenly bodies we observe their 
movements in relation to each other. This is 
obvious, since the mption of one body is percepti- 
ble only in relation to some other body. Our 
object is to understand the relations of the heavenly 
bodies to each other in respect of their phenomena, 
and then to be able to foresee and pi’edict what 
will be their relations and relative positions at 
some future time. We accomplish' this object when, 
by virtue of our studies of the phenomena of the 
heavenly bodies and their relations, we are able 
to foretell the occurrence of, eclipses at definite 
times, and to indicate, years beforehand, the posi- 
tion of the heavenly bodies at a given time. 

I ask you now to notice several facts respect- 
ing' this science. 

First: In all its processes we never think of 
bringing in the question — ^What is the cause of the 
motion of the heavenly bodies? Such a question 
^ust present itself of course to every reflecting 
mind; but its consideration belongs to the specu- 
lative or nietaphysical sciences, and has nothing 
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to do with astronomy proper, or celestial mechanics, 
— is certainly in no sense and to no degree a basis 
of it. Our opinions on this point may be most 
various ; yet this variety will not prevent our 
perfect agreement in the processes and conclusions 
of astronomy when considering the relations of, say 
two heavenly bodies. 

Second: Astronomy deals with two series of 
phenomena, viz. ; those of the two heavenly bodies, 
or systems of bodies, under consideration. And 
this science reckons the effects of one body or 
system of bodies upon the .other in accordance 
with some law or formula which is general, apply- 
ing to all bodies, and which expresses the mechan- 
ical action of bodies upon each other as regards 
mass and distjince ; in other words, their mechanical 
relations to each other. 

Third: This law or formula, expressing the 
relation of bodies to each other, was perceived in 
a single instance. The mind which perceived it 
formed at once the hypothesis that it was a gen- 
eral formula expressive of the relation which exists 
between all bodies. A vast number of experiments 
and observations having confirmed this hypothesis, 
it is now universally accepted as the law of the 
mechanical • relations of bodies. 

Fourth: Observe that this law, which is a barjs 
statement that bodies attract each other directly as 
their mass, and inversely as the square of th ei^ 
distances, is not based upon any theory of the 
nature of attraction — how it is that one body 
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attracts another. Myriads of hypotheses on this 
subject might be framed, defended and overthrown, 
yet this formula would remain unshaken. It 
expresses the relations of phenomena which we 
observe, and notliing more — the relations therefore 
of what we know. For, what besides phenomena 
can we know — phenomena or things which are 
apparent to our senses, which may Be seen and 
touched, smelt and tasted and heard. How dis- 
astrous would it be if in our science of astronomy 
the phenomena were limited by a law or formula 
based upon a theory of the cause of attraction. 
Phenomena w^e sec and apprehend, and may be 
said to know, but the causes of them no man has 
seen or touched. Causes are hidden from our 
senses. We can reach them only by the action of 
the mind in hypothetic speculation. It must needs 
be that with every advance in observation a new 
hypothesis would spring up, overturning- former 
doctrines of causation, and with them whatever 
laws or formuleC might be bajed upon them; and 
if the central formula of the science rested on 
them, it .would be overturned to give place for a 
brief interval to some as short-lived successor. 
Progressive knowledge would be impossible on 
such a basis. 

Fifth: Observe, finally, that one great object 
of the cultivation of this science is, that it affords 
us tiie means of prevision ; it enables us to foretell 
^ents widiin its domain. And this is true of all 
the natural sciences when constructed on a sound 
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basis. It would, therefore, furnish a test of the 
soundness of a science so called. For, on ultimate 
analysis, every natural science (save those of clas- 
sification) consists of two series of phenomena con- 
nected by a law expressive of their relation to each 
other. Now, in the application of the science to 
the purpose of prevision the problem is this : 
Given one series of phenomena and the law of 
relation to find- the other series cf phenomena, to 
foretell what they will be. This problem is con- 
tinually applied in astronomy, and the results uni- 
formly attest the accuracy of the method. 

In conclusion, then, this episode enables us to 
state understandingly the elements , of a natural 
science. They consist of two scries cf phenomena 
(the result of observation) and a law which 
expresses a uniform and invariable relation between 
these series of phenomena. The phenomena must 
be susceptible of indefinite exploration, study and 
elaboration without disturbing the law of relation. 

The law must ^be such as w'ill enable us to 
foresee and predict future events. One seribs of 
phenomena and the law being given, we. must be 
able to indicate the other series of phenomena; 
and this in advance of any observation of them x>r 
of any experiment. 

Such must be the kructure and the elements of 
the science of therapeutics, the only possible science 
the elements of which are capable of being devel- 
oped independently by study and experiment and 
observation without detriment to the science as> a 
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whole, and which in its integrity will enable us to 
foretell the future, will put it in our power, having 
one series of phenomena and the law; to predict 
the other series. ' 

Therapeutics being the science of treating the 
sick with drugs, it must deal with two series of 
phenomena, viz. : those of the sick and those of the 
drug as it affects the living human body ; and it 
must present us with a law expressive of some 
constant and general relation between the phenom- 
ena of the sick and the phenomena of the drug 
as it acts on the human body. And by means of 
this Lw we must be able to foretell events. If we 

i 

have the phenomena of the sick and the law, we 
must, be able to tell correctly what shall be the 
phenomena of the drug which will cure the patient, 
even though no such experience has ever been had. 
Or, conversely, having the phenomena of the drug 
as it acts on the human body and the law, we 
must be able to tell what phenomena of disease 
that drug will remove, even though none such have 
ever been witnessed or experimented with. Now, 
gentlemen, homoeopathy is just such a science of 
therapeutics. It has again and again submitted* to 
this test, and has come forth triumphant It pos- 
sesses this law, which is not interfered with by the 
indefinite i^pansion of the phenomena with which 
it deals. I proceed to state it in ' detail in the 
light of what has been said. 

The object of your study as medical practition-**^ 
ere is of course the patient — the sick person who 
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sends for you. Your first care is to ascertain if 
he be really sick. He states perhaps that some 
organ is the seat of pain, that some function is 
not properly performed, or that the unusual appear- 
ance of some part of his body has attracted his 
attention and excited his alarm; and now he asks 
your opinion, advice and assistance. He wishes 
to know what ails him, what will be the issue of 
his sickness, and how long it will last, and finally 
he wishes you to assuage his sufiFerings and restore 
him to health as quickly, safely and gently as you 
can. The first question is this. Is the patient sick ? 
Is any organ or tissue in an unnatural condition? 
Is any function arrested, or performed in an unnat- 
ural manner? You compare the patient with .your 
recollection of a sound and healthy man. Your 
knowledge of anatomy will enable you in this 
comparison to detect abnormal conditions of organs 
or tissues. Your knowledge of physiology puts it 
in your power to discern the abnormal performance 
of functions. In a word, you observe whatever of 
a material character is wrong with your patient 
Where it is po.ssible you assist your senses by 
instruments. The functions ot respiration and cir- 
culation are inspected by means of the stethoscope ; 
the tissues of the eye by means of the ophthal-, 
moscope; of the ear by the otoscope; the tissues 
and, to some extent the functions of the larydx, 
by the laryngoscope; the renew^ and waste of 
tissue, to some extent by die thermometer; to 
some extent by chemical examination, the exqne- 
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tions and secretions. These examinations, which 
are ma,de by the aid of a comparison of the patient 
with our recollection of a standard, healthy, living 
human being, furnish us with the objective phe- 
nomena which the patient presents. Besides ' these 
there is another class of phenomena. Rarely are 
any tissues or functions in an abnormal state 
without the existence of some sensations in various 
parts of the body complained of by the patient, 
unless he be in such a benumbed condition that 
he cannot feel nor describe. Such phenomena, 
since they are perceived only by the patient, are 
called' subjective phenomena; we cannot verify 
them. The patient may deceive us in stating them. 
He may not be capable of describing them so that 
we can understand him or get a distinct idea of 
what he feels, . or, he may be dull or comatose 
and take no note of them. These objective 
• and subjective phenomena together constitute that 
in which the patient differs from a healthy man. 
He wants to know what ails him, for the purpose 
of forming an idea whether arid how soon he can 
get well. You form your diagnosis by means* of 
your knowledge of the relation of phenomena to 
lesions of tissue; and you give your prognosis 
from your knowledge of the history of the course 
of diseases under treatment. You have not come 
to your duties as therapeutists until, your diagnosis 
and prognosis have been made and pronounced. 

This haying been done, your great duty as^ 
carers of sick lies before you. Is the case ' 
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one in which it will suffice to order a change in 
the mode of life, abstinence from some hurtful 
article of food or drink, change from a noxious 
habitation to a more wholesome one, substitution 
of suitable for injudicious, raiment, of a nutritious 
for a scanty diet, of a healthy for a baneful occupa- 
tion? If so, you will have donfe your whole duty 
when, from the stand-point of hygiene or sanitary 
science, you have cared for these things, and have 
placed the patient under the conditions which are 
requisite for the normal performance of the functions 
of the body and mind. But we will assume that, these 
things having been attended to, the patient remains 
ill ; and that we need to apply to his organism some 
special stimulus which shall bring lym back to a 
healthy condition. A drug is such a stimulus. 

We are now in a position to apply the science 
of therapeutics. The phenomena of the patient 
with which we deal, are the subjective and object- 
ive phenomena of which we have already spoken. 
We include these under the - general term “symp- 
toms,” and we consider that, practically, the aggre- 
gate of the symptoms constitutes the disease under 
which the patient labors. A great outcry has been 
raised against homceopathists because of their 
alleged exclusive attentipni . to symptoms. It is 
affirmed that they prescribe on symptoms only, not 
taking cognizance of the disease, and this is made 
a reproach to them. . ^ 

|n part this reproach springs from the failure 
to start on a mutual' understanding of the temt 
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symptom. The old school does not give it so 
extensive an application as we do. For we include 
among the symptoms of the patient every devia- 
tion from, a healthy' condition of nuhd or bpdy 
which the physician cah in any way discover or 
perceive, or which the patient makes known by his 
statement' or complaints, or which the attendants 
of the patient have observed and can communicate 
to the. physician. Now, this definition includes 
every possible deviation from a healthy condition 
of tissue or function whether objective or subjective, 
which it is possible to have. And what is called 
a disease in contradistinction to such an aggregate 
of symptoms, is .simply an abstraction, a mental 
conceptiofi devised for die purpose of expressing 
this aggregate in a single phrase. ...For example, 
the. patient .has heat of skin, a hard, fre4uent pulse, 
rapid and .short respiration, a quick, dry cough or 
cough with rustyi sputa. These are objective symp- 
toms which the physician may observe. The 
patient in addition complains oppression of the 
chest, of sharp pains through the lung on cough- 
ing, or of rawness behind the sternum. The 
physiciaft, by physical ’exploration of the chest, 
discovers, on percussing., a ’certain part of the chest, 
dullness, or a fine crepitation. Let this collection 
of symptoms constitute ■* all."* there is about this 
patient which is a deviation frpm his condition 
when.ift health. ’• These phenomena, * being, the 
results of positive -observatiop, are known ; there 
cah be jno error w uncertainty about them. .Now,. 

'IL— 3 ■' 
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if we wish to express to another physician the 
condition of our patient, it may be and is conven- 
ient to have a brief term which will include and 
imply the presence of these phenomena. Put does 
it add anything to our knowledge if we designate 
this aggregate of symptoms by the name pneu- 
monia or inflammation of the lungs? The fallacy 
is that we are in danger of including under the 
given name cases agreeing in anatomical lesion, 
but differing in symptoms, and requiring different 
treatment. 

It has been objected to the use of a collection 
of symptoms as the basis of a prescription, that, 
if we depend on symptoms alone, we may fail to 
discover the existence of latent disease. But if 
disease be really latent, not manifested by any 
symptom whatever, by any deviation from a healthy 
condition, why then it must be so completely 
latent, must lie so hidden, that in no way is it 
discoverable. 

Let us remember that Hahnemann taught, and 
that we believe and teach, that the aggregate of 
symptoms, which we regard as identical with the 
d'isc;ase itself, includes and . comprises everything 
which the physician and attendants discover or 
have observed about the patient as different from 
his condition in health, and every deviation from 
health of which the patient is conscious. Let the 
physician avail himself of all the appliances of 
the modern accessory medical sciences, the most 
apprbved methods of research and observation ; 
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whatever he observes in any way in the patient 
which is a deviation from health, is a symp- 
tom in the sense of. the homceopathist, and the 
aggregate of these symptoms constitutes for him 
the disease. I may say tliat the most recent and 
most enlightened writers of the old school, Virchow, 
Carpenter, Bouchut, express themselves ,much in 
the same sense. 

These symptoms, then, these phenomena of the 
patient, constitute one series of the phenomena 
with which the science of therapeutics deals. 

The other series of phenomena are those of the 
action of drugs upon the living body. Let us 
come to an understanding of what we mean by a 
drug. The condition of a .sick person is this : The 
organs which, while the patient was in health, 
have been performing their functions regularly and 
normally, under the action of the general stimuli 
of light, heat, aliment, etc., on which we all 
depend, have in some way, through some cause, 
come to act abnormally. Nov; we seek for some 
special stimulus which is capable of modifying the 
action of the organism ; and if we can hit upon 
that stimulus which will modify them in just the 
right way and to the right extent, we shall have 
the means of modifying the organism back from 
its perverted action to a healthy action. To hit 
upon this special stimulus, this is the therapeutic 
problem. 

We gather from diis statement that any sub-* 
stance w'hatever which has the power to produce 
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in the living organism a definite deviation from its 
healtliy, normal action, may come under the desig- 
nation of a drug. Thus almost every substance in 
the world, provided it have the power, as most 
substances have, of producing a definite and 
constant modification of function and tissue in the 
organism, may be a drug, and may be used to 
cure disease if we only know how to use it. 
Those who deny the possibility of curing disease 
affirm that a pathological process once begun 
cannot be arrested; — why not as well as a physio- 
logical process? As a matter of course, almost as 
early' as njen began to record observations of 
nature, in however rude a way, they began to 
note the effects produced upon the organism by 
natural objects taken into the system accidentally 
or by design. And these observations were the 
foundation of the science of pharmacodynamics, or 
the effects of drugs upon the living organism. 
Subsequently systematic observations and experi- 
ments began to be made, with a view of extending 
our knowledge of pharmacodynamics and making 
it exact. It was not however until a very recent 
period that these experiments were instituted on 
the proper basis and in the proper way to secure 
permanent and valuable results. 

At first, and indeed until a very . recent date, 
experiments and observations with drugs upoit the 
human organism, were made in the case of sick 
persons in the way of endeavors to cure them. 
Now in this way we could not arrive^ at 



. PRINCIPLES VS. PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE. 


21 


Certain knowledge of the action of the drug upon 
the organism, because of the organism being 
already in abnormal action under the influence of 
the cause of disease, whatever it might be. 

When we add the modifying influence of the 
drug, the result would be a kind of action due to 
the combined influence of drug and morbific cause. 
Nor could we know how much or what deviation 
to ascribe to each of these influences. Such an 
experiment could give us knowledge of nothing 
save the action of the drug upon an organism 
already affected by disease, precisely as the subject 
of the experiment is affected. But when we con- 
sider how very rarely two identically diseased 
conditions occur, it will be very apparent that such 
knowledge would be of but little practical value to 
us. It would not afford us the constant quantities 
we seek. It was apparent to some of the most 
clear-headed of the earlier physicians, after the 
restoration of learning, that in no way could a 
knowledge of the properties of drugs in relation to 
the human organism be obtained except by obser- 
vations of their action upon the healthy subject. 
Although this conviction was expressed with more 
or less clearness by several, and notably by Haller, 
it was reserved for Hahnemann both to demon- 
strate its truth, and to illustrate it by undertaking 
and accomplishing a gigantic series of experiments 
with drugs upon the healthy organism ; experi- 
ments of which the results constitute the bulk of *. 
our materia medica; and which form the most 
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splendid . and enduring monument of scientific acu- 
men and philanthropic dcvotiom of which, humani- 
tarian science can boast. ' , 

The remarks which were .made in relation to 
symptoms as compared with abstract conceptions 
supposed to be represented by them, apply to 
observations of the action of drugs ; since the 
effects of drugs are really artificial diseases. The 
phenomena observed by the prover • or his friends 
uiDon him, whether subjective or objective, consti- 
tute facts ; constitute what we know about the 
action of the drug. Speculations about its mode 
of producing these symptoms are certainly interest- 
ing,- and may lead to further discoveries, and 
certainly do stimulate to closer observation; but 
they arc no part of the positive facts which consti- 
tute this second series of phenomena of our science 
of tlierapeutics. 

We have now two scries of facts or phenom- 
ena; the symptoms of the patient and the symp- 
toms produced by drugs upon the healthy. It is 
reasonable to believe that if we knew how to 
bring the latter action to bear upon the former we 
might arrest the morbid action of the organism; 
might modify it back to a healthy action, if, among 
all the drugs which act with such a variety of 
difference upon the organism, we only knew how 
to select the right one. 

Wanted, then, a law of selection.; a rule for 
selecting tlie right drug for each patient ; a form ula 
expressing the relation between the symptoms of 
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the patient and the ^inptoms of the drug which 
would cure that patient, the law of the interfer- 
ence of symptoms; ' 

This law, of whkh others had had vague glimpses, 
was discovered, by Hahnemann to be the general 
law of tlierapeutics. It was expressed by the phrase 
“ Similia similibus curantur or “ Likes are to be 
treated by likes.” It is the law for the selection 
of the drug. It expresses nothing concerning the 
modus operandi of the cure. It ventures nothing 
of hypothesis. It is as bare and as general a 
formula as that of celestial mechanics. 

Discovered by accident, supported by multitudes 
of instances, established by direct experimentation 
and clinical demonstration, it interferes in no way 
with the growth of either series of phenomena, — . 
either the phenomena or symptoms of disease, their 
causation and connection, or the phenomena of drug 
action ; and yet it afijprds us the means of prevision 
that have already been most fruitful of blessings to 
mankind, as in the case of cholera in 1831. 

Let us for a moment, in conclusion, suppose 
the science of therapeutics otherwise constructed, 
first on the rationalistic, and then on the empirical 
basis. 

On the former, the symptoms are observed and 
a cause is assumed for their existence. The action 
of a drug is observed and a theory formed of the 
cause of its action. Here two theories come in to 
introduce two possible points of error. The science 
cannot progress, because advancing knowledge must'' 
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continually change the hypotheses concerning the 
cause of symptoms and of drug effects upon which 
the treatment was based. Take for ex^ple the 
use of mercury in liver diseases. It was assumed 
'from observation in disease that mercury increases 
the formation and discharge of bile. In certain 
diseases then, which were supposed to depend upon 
a diminished secretion of bile, mercury was admin- 
istered. But subsequent experiments showed that 
mercury does not increase the flow of bile. Then 
all observations and conclusions based on this treat- 
ment must be thrown away as worthless, and we 
must begin again ; and so on ai/ infinitum. 

The empirical method simply records that A. 
has cured a patient sick with B., and concludes 
that A. is a remedy for B. But diseases occur 
alike so very rarely that the results of treatment 
based on such experience never agree. Nor does 
this method afford means of, prevision, a defect 
which is fatal to its claims as a science. Notliing 
remains but the science as we have explained it, 
and of which we shall proceed to study in detail 
and in a practical way the different elements. 

The subject of the next lecture will be : “ Symp- 
toms; or, How to take the Case.” 



SYMPTOMS, THEIR $TUDY; OR, “HOW 
TO TAKE THE CASE.” 

I N my last lecture I endeavored to define the 
scope, nature and limits of the science of 
therapeutics, and to show that homoeopathy consti- 
tutes this science. I tried to explain to you how 
it is that, by 'analysis, every natural science may 
bo reduced to two series of phenomena, connected 
by a law or formula which expresses the relation 
of these two series of phenomena to each other; 
and how the practical problem which the science 
enables us to solve is this: Given one series of 
phenomena and the law of relation, to find the 
other series of phenomena; anil that, in this prob- 
lem lies a test of the soundness of whatever claims 
to be a natural science, viz. : that it^ furnishes us a 
means of prevision or foreseeing and predicting 
that which is to be observed or discovered ; points 
which I illustrated by a reference to the history 
and structure of the simplest and most complete of 
the natural sciences, astronomy or celestial mechan- 
ics. Finally, I explained that the two series ofc 
phenomena which are the subject of a natural 
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science, must be each capable of independent and 
indefinite expansion and development as a sepafate 
department of natural history; and that no expan- 
sion of eitlier must destroy the applicability of die 
law of relation. I then showed you that in the 
science *of therapeutics or homoeopathy (as it is 
more familiarly called) the two series of phenomena 
are respectively the phenomena of the patient on 
the one hand, and the phenomena produced by the 
drug upon the healthy, living, human being, on the 
other hand ; while the formula which expresses the 
relation between these scries of phenomena is the 
well-known therapeutic law, “ Similia similibus 
curantur," “Likes are to be treated by likes.” 

I showed you that, in our practical application 
of the science of therapeutics, the constant problem 
before us is that \yhich is the problem in every 
natural science, viz. : Given one series of phenom- 
ena and the law, to state the other series. Given 
the phenomena of the patient and the law, to find 
the phenomena of the drug . which bear to the 
phenomena of the patient the relation expressed by 
the law. Or if we are studying a drug, and have 
the phenomena which it produces in the healthy, 
living, human being, then, having the law, to find 
the series of phenomena in the sick which, bearing 
a certain relation to the phenomena of the drug, 
will be canceled by the latter in the terms of (he 
law. In other words, our constant problem is: Given 
the symptoms of a case, what drug known to us 
will cure according to the law, or what must be the 
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effects of such a drug, not yet known to us, as will 
cure' such a case. Or, conversely : Given the effects 
of a drug, what case, as yet seen or never yet met 
with, will that drug cure ? 

Such prevision as this homoeopathy has again 
and again in notable cases enabled us tOi exercise ; 
and by this test she has justified her claim to be 
entitled the science of therapeutics. 

After this general view and analysis of the 
subject, it remains for us to study in detail the 
elements of which the science is composed, viz. : the 
two series of phenomena respectively and the law. 

I shall therefore ask your attention now to the 
first series of phenomena, those of the patient; or 
briefly to the subject of “symptoms,” or how to 
take the case. 

And, here, at the very beginning of the sub- 
ject, let me say that much unnecessary confusion 
exists in the minds of our own school, and of our 
opponents, because we have not agreed upon the 
meaning we shall attach to the word symptom. 

By the old school and by some homoeopathists 
who have gone astray after the “strange gods” of 
the physiological school of medicine, a very re.stricted 
meaning is given to the word symptom ; and this 
being done it is made a reproach to homoeopathists 
that ffiey take note only of symptoms, as though 
we disregarded some important phenomena pre- 
sented by the patient. Assuming that homoeopathists 
understand by symptoms only the subjective pile-., 
nomena or sensadons which the patient experiences 
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and describes, “ How, then,” exclaims Prof. Bock, 
“ can they prescribe for a typhoid patient who 
neither hears, sees, tastes, smells nor feels, and 
who could not express his sensations if he were 
conscious of them, but lies in a passive apathy, as 
indifferent as a log ! ” Well, the fact that he lies 
there and cannot express his sensations, if he have 
any, and that the avenues of communication between 
his brain and the world about him, his special 
senses and the general sense namely, are closed, 
constitutes a most important series of symptoms. 
For, gentlemen, in accordance with Hahnemann’s 
instructions, no less than with the common sense 
of the matter, we include under the term “symp- 
tom” every phenomenon presented by the patient 
which is a deviation from, or an addition to, his 
condition when in average health. 

Whatever we can ourselves ob.serve by careful 
scrutiny of the patient, bringing to our aid every 
instrument of observation which the ingenuity of 
man has contrived; whatever the patient can tell 
us as the result of his observation of himself or of 
his sensations; whatever his friends and attendants 
have noticed concerning his appearance, actions, 
speech and condition, physical or mental, which 
differs from his condition and actions when in 
health, — all these phenomena together constitute 
what w6 call the symptoms of the patient. 

I conceive that it would be a waste of time to 
examine the alleged distinction between symptoms 
and “the disease.” Since we have made the tenn 
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symptom cover every phenomenon, whether it be 
felt by the patient, or -observed, seen, handled or 
heard by the physician, it is manifest that we can 
know nothing of any disease except by the presence 
of symptoms ; that its presence is announced by the 
manifestation of symptoms ; that when the*symptoms 
have all disappeared we cannot know that any 
disease exists, and that therefore by us, for all 
practical purposes, the totality of the symptoms 
must be regarded as equivalent to, and identical 
with, “the disease.” Let, then, the bugbear of a 
disease as distinct from the totality of the symp- 
toms never more haunt your path-way in practical 
medicine. 

Hahnemann directs us to acquaint ourselves 
with every deviation from the patient’s normal, 
healthy condition which we can observe; to gather 
from the patient’s friends and attendants all of a 
similar Character that they have observed ; to listen 
to the patient’s statement of everything of the 
kind which he has noticed, and of all unusud 
sensations and pains which he has experienced, and 
all unusual phenomena of which he has been con- 
scious, whether of body or mind. 

You will perceive that here are two classes 
of phenomena, referred to, viz. : such as , may be 
observed by the physician or attendants and iriends, 
and such as 'are perceived and can be stated only 
by the patient himself. The former, which m^^y 
be ]the objects of study and observation by the^ 
physician, are called objective symptoms. The latter 
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are the subjects of the patient’s ofwn consciousness, 
and are styled subjective symptoms. We may notice 
and study the spasmodic twitching of the facial 
muscles, the alternate flushings and pallor in a case 
of facial neuralgia, but the patient alone can make 
us aware of the sensation which he experiences 
simultaneously with those twitchings and flushes. 
In a case of pleurisy we may detect a friction sdhmd 
denoting dryness or roughness of the pleura, or the 
dullness denoting effusion ; we may observe the 
deviation from the natural symmetry of the thorax ; 
the labored and hurried breathing, the short, dry 
cough and the expression of suffering which accom- 
panies it, but the patient alone can tell us that he 
suffers from a stitch in the side, where it is, what 
direction it takes, what provokes and aggravates 
and what relieves it. 

The physician and attendants may notice and 
observe the accelerated yet unsustained pulse, the 
dulled perceptions and sluggish or perverted intel- 
lection, the red, or dry, or cracked and trembling, 
tongue, the elevated and uniformly fluctuating tem- 
perature of body, the tympanitic abdomen, the 
tenderness about the coecum caput coli and the 
enlarged spleen which characterize a typhoid fever; 
but only the patient could have made known to us 
the failing strength of body, mind and will, the 
peculiar headache and the desolate sense of illness 
which, perhaps many days preceding the com- 
mencement of the doctor’s attendance, began to 
take possession of him. 
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* We- meet with few cases which do not present 
throughout their course, or at least in some portion 
of it, both subjective and objective symptoms. If 
there be an exception, it is that of some chronic 
affection.s, consisting exclusively, so far as our obser- 
vations enable us to speak, of pains and abnormal 
sensations. I say so far as our observations enable 
us to speak, for I can hardly conceive of an abnor- 
mal sensation except as coincident with some 
structural change of tissue, although this be so fine 
as to elude our present means of research. 

On the other hand, we meet cases presenting at 
first view only objective symptoms, as for example, 
chronic, cutaneous affections and heterologous for- 
mations. And yet I believe that in every such case, 
if we take a broad enough view of it, including 
the history of the case, we shall find a tradition of 
subjective symptoms. However this may be, and 
whatever may, be their relative number, and what 
comparative importance we may be disposed to 
attadi to them, these are the tjvo varieties of symp- 
toms which patients present to us. 

Now we may study symptoms under two views, 
with two different objects : First, we may study the 
science of symptoms as a branch of medical science, 
as a department of the science of biology, — much as 
we study physiology, which is the other department 
of biology,— -without any view to a practical applica- 
tion of the results of our study, without any reference 
to a proposed application of the therapeutic ^t, 
without considering how we shall remove the symp- 
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toms by interposing the action of a drug ; and Second, 
we may study symptoms with reference to the prac- 
tical application of our knowledge in bringing dimg 
action to bear upon the patient’s symptoms. 

Let us first consider the study of symptoms as' 
an independent department of science. It is one, 
let me say, which has not received the attention 
to which its great importance entitles it. 

The patient is before us, the object of our 
observation and inquiry, just as the healthy human 
being is before us when we study his constituent 
tissues and organs- and their respective functions in 
pursuing the sciences of anatomy and physiology. 
We observe* his objective symptoms and learn from 
him his subjective symptoms. 

A fact of prime importance for us to remember 
at the outset of our inquiry is this : that as in 
nature there are no accidents, so there can be no 
symptom which is not directly the result of some 
immediate cause operating in the organism, of the 
patient; no abnormal appearance or condition of 
any tissue or organ which does no’t proceed from 
a modification of its cell structure, its nutrition, or 
of the normal proportion of the tissues which com- 
pose it; no abnormal sensation experienced by the 
patient which is not the result of some change, 
either- appreciable in some tissue of the bod,y, or 
assumed to exist therein, or referred to the indefi- 
nite realm of dynamic^, the convenient habitat of- 
functional derangement for which we have not as 
yet discoveced structural suhetratum. 
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No symptom,, then, is to be passed over as 
unimportant We know not how important that 
which now seems most trivial may to-morrow be 
proved to be. This we know, that everything in 
n the human organism, as in the universe, moves and 
occurs in obedience to Law; and when we observe 
the phenomena of nature, we fail of the reverent 
.spirit of the true and faithful student, if we pass 
over any phenomenon assuming it to be of no 
account, just because our faculties are so little 
developed that we cannot sec that it has any signifi- 
cance. If it be true, as the Lord of Glory tells us, 
that of two sparrows, which are sold for a farthing 
not one falls to the ground without our Heavenly 
Father, that the very hairs of our head are num- 
bered, how can it be that changes of tissue or of 
excretion or secretion should occur, that abnormal 
sensations should be experienced save in accordance 
with some law of the organism? The noble sentiment 
of the Latin poet, “ I am a man : Nothing that is 
human can be alien to me,” is true in a physical 
no less than in a moral sense. 

It is our object to observe everything that is a 
deviation from the healthy condition. We must then 
keep up, during our observation, a constant recol- 
lection of the condition of organs and tissues, and 
the performance of function in the healthy subject; 
and our pbservation will be a sort of running com- 
^parison. 

Our object is to note every deviation. We 
must necessarily foflow some n^thod in our inves- 

IL-4 
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tigation, otherwise among such a multitude of 
objects some would surely escape us. If it be 
necessary for a dog in hunting to scour a field 
according to a certain metliod of lines and angles, 
surely method must be needful when we are beat-* 
ing up this complicated field of the human organism, 
and that too in search of game which does not 
start up at our approach. 

We may adopt the regional method and survey 
the whole body, passing from region to region in 
anatomical order. This is a valuable method and 
indispensable to a certain extent. It fails, however, 
to give us sufficient information respecting organs 
and tissues which, from their situation, are entirely 
removed from our physical examination or explora- 
tion, as, for example, the kidneys and the ovaries. 
The anatomical method of investigation must be 
supplemented by what I may call for a moment, 
somewhat incorrectly, the physiological method. 
By this we seek to arrive at the condition of an 
organ or its tissue, or of the parts of an apparatus 
by examining how it performs its functions. Thus, 
by examining the excretions of the kidney we form 
some conclusion respecting the condition of that 
organ. If w'e find albumen ^and certain microscopic 
objects in it, we may be certain that a portion of 
the kidney has become changed in a very definite 
way, which, however, we. cbuld not otherwise 
recognize during the life of the patient. The same * 
is true of many other organs. * 

This knowledge has b^n obtained by accumu- 
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lated observations of the symptoms of diseases, and 
of the results of diseases as noticed after death. 
But so difficult is the art of observation, and so 
hard is it to obtain from • patients all of their sub- 
jective symptoms, for the reason that patients have 
•not been trained to the observation of natural 
phenomena, and are not good observers even of 
themselves, that we should hardly succeed in get- 
ting all the symptoms of a case if we did, not add 
to the regional and the physiological another mode 
of observation. The history of disease has taught 
us that when certain symptoms are pre.sent in 
some one organ or apparatus of the body, there 
arc almost sure to be present certain other symp- 
toms, objective or subjective, in other organs often 
anatomically quite remote, and of which the patient 
probably is hardly aware until his attention is 
called to them by the physician. 

I may cite as examples the fact that certain 
pains in the head, persistently experienced by the 
patient, are found, by observation of a great many 
patients, to co-exist with certain uterine affections, 
of the existence of which the patient was hardly 
aware ; and the immediate symptoms of which 
would probably have been overlooked in the recital. 
Another noteworthy instance, a recent discovery, 
is the coincidence of a certain morbid condition of 
the retina with a fornx of Bright’s disease of the 
kidney, to which attention may thus be called , at 
an earlier stage than that at which the kidney^ 
symptoms would have discovered it. 
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To recapitulate, then : we observe the changfes 
in form and structure which are open to our 
senses, we use whatever methods wc possess to 
discover others; we illuminate the interior of the 
eye, the rima of the glottis, the canal of the 
urethra, the meatus of the external ear. We sound 
the thorax and the abdomen by the methods of 
percussion and auscultation ; we analyze the secre- 
tions and excretions, and reason from the results — 
through our knowledge of the history of disease 
— to a conclusion respecting the condition of 
organs and tissues hidden from our observation. 
Thus we obtain our complete series of objective 
phenomena. 

We then address ourselves to the task of taking 
the subjective symjiloms of the case. Availing 
ourselves of the regional method which investigalcs 
in topograj)hical order one region of the body 
after anothi'r; the physiological method which traces 
sensations from one organ to another, and leads 
us tb look for sensations or even objective symp- 
toms in some part of the body because we know 
them to exist when certain others are present ; 
and, finally, employing our knowledge of the history 
of (.liscase to trace symptoms, both subjective and 
objective, from one organ and apparatus to another, 
we make up our series of subjective phenomena. 

Now, it may occur to some of you that wfien 
I speak of the modifications of tissues and organs 
found in the patient, and of the necessity of exactly 
observing and studying them, I am advocating the 
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Study of pathological anatomy; and that in show- 
ing how a study of the connection of symptoms in 
the patients niay greatly facilitate the discovery of • 
symptoms by showing tbeir mutual connection, 
dependence and succession, just as the study of 
physiology enables us to grasp the phenomena of 
the healthy organism, I am defending the study of 
pathology. And so I am. For just here we have 
the province of pathology and pathological anat- 
omy, w'hich are indispensable instruments in the 
study of symptoms. Let us not be frightened from 
their legitimate use for the reason that they have 
been put to a false use. 

If we disregard these au.KlIiary sciences, our col- 
lections of symptoms must be for us incomplete lists 
of unmethodized and iinarranged observations. How 
can we imagine that any department of medical 
science can exist and be pursued which would not 
be a useful auxiliary to the physician ? 

Let us turn now from this glaince at the inde- 
pendent study of symptoms as a science, to their 
study as the means to a practical end. As prac- 
titioners of medicine, what is our object in collect- 
-ing .and studying symptoms ? 

If we regard bur duties to our patient in the 
order in which they were stated in my last lecture, 
that we are to ascertain for him where and what 
he ails, Mrhether and how soon he ean recover, and 
finally what will cure or help* him, we study symp- 
toms, first of all, to form our diagnosis. Viewed*, 
with this object, the symptoms we have obtained 
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from the patient at once classify themselves in our 
minds. Certain symptoms take front rank as indi- 
cating the organ which is chiefly affected, and the 
kind of deviation from a healthy state which exists 
in it. Such a symptom is called pathognomonic ; 
and is entitled to that epithet if it be found only 
when a certain diseased condition exists, and always 
when that condition exists. We cannot pronounce 
a symptom to be pathognomonic, nor recognize it 
as such, unless we are acquainted with the history 
of disease. Then we require to form our prog- 
nosis. Here again we must have a knowledge of 
the .history and course of disease, that we may 
recognize any symptoms which indicate a lesion so 
extensive that recovery is unusual or impossible. 
We must know, likewise, the history of di.sease, as 
its course is capable of being modified by medical 
treatment, and by different varieties of medical 
treatment. 

Third; Our object in the study of symptoms 
is to get into position to ascertain what drug shall 
be applied to cancel the symptoms ^d effect a 
cure. This is the practical end. 

The homoeopathist obtains his series of symp- 
toms, and then, in accordance tvith the law, similia 
similibus, he administers to the patient the drug 
which has produced in the healthy the most simi- 
lar .series of symptoms. 

Now, in speaking of the independent study of 
symptoms as a science by itself, I have urged the 
necessity of eliciting all of the symptoms, both 
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objective and subjective^ bringing every auxiliary 
science to aid in the search for symptoms. But 
when we come to the practical application of the 
law, Similia similibus curauiur, when ^e come to 
place side by side the tw'o series of symptoms, 
those of the patient and those of the drug respect- 
ively, it is manifest that those of the patient to 
which we find nothing corresponding in the symp- 
tomatology of the drug, are of no use to us in 
the way of comparison. Practically, then, unless 
the observation of symptoms as produced by drugs 
in our provings is developed pari passu with that 
of symptoms as observed in sickness, there will 
be much of which practically we can make no 
use. And you will find this view to explain much 
that is said in disparagement of the study of 
pathology and pathological anatomy, and of any 
aid which they may afford to the practitioner. 

The difficulty resides in the present imperfec- 
tion, respectively, of the sciences of pathology, 
symptomatology and pathogenesy. 

Of the symptoms which we have obtained from 
our patients, the question of their relative value 
must occur to you. I have mentioned pathogno- 
monic symptoms and their supreme value as deter- 
mining the diagnosis. Are they as valuable when 
we are in search of the right remedy ? To answer, 
let us see what we are doing. We are seeking 
that drug of which the symptoms are most similar 
to those of the patient We may have seen iji^ 
our lives a hundred cases of pneumonia. Every 
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one of these presented tlie symptom which is 
pathognomonic of pneumonia. And yet the totality 
of the symptoms of each , patient was different, in 
some respects, from that of every other pneumonia 
patient. And this must necessarily be so, because 
the diseased condition of each patient is the result- 
ant of two factors, the morbific cause, assumed to 
be the same for all, and the susceptibility or irri- 
tability to that cause, which susceptibility may be 
assumed to be different for each ; the resultant 
must be different for each. We must' look, then, 
for the symptom which shall determine our pre- 
scrij)tion in some other .symptom than the path- 
ognomonic, in some sym?)tom. which from tlie 
diagnostic point of view is far less important, in 
some subjective symptoms, ^r in .a condition which 
individualizes. 

Is it essential that the pathognomonic symptom 
of the case should be present among the symptoms 
of the drug? Theoretically, it certainly i.s. Prac- 
tically, in the present rudimentary condition of our 
provings, it is not. We attain a brilliant success 
if not a certain one, where it has never been 
observed ; although I think we are bound to 
assume, and are justified in assuming, that were 
our provings pushed far enough it would be pro- 
duced. This subject will come up again hereafter. 

Recalling no^ the practical division made of 
symptoms into objective and subjective, the ques- 
tion presents itself: Do we, in the practical use of 
our symptom series, make use of objective symp- 
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toms’ as in the independent study of symptoms? 
Unquestionably, wherever the character of our prov- 
ings has made this possible, and indeed wherever 
clinical observation has supplemented the provings. 

In skin diseases, wherever we meet the well- 
defined, smooth erysipelas of Ilelladonna, or the 
vesicular erysipelas of khus, or the bulUe of Eu- 
phorbium, or the cracks of Ciraphites, or the lichen 
of Clematis, or the intertrigo of L)coi)odium, or 
the hard scabbed ulcers of Mezereiim, from the 
edges of which thick pus exudes on pressure, — do 
not these symptoms almost determine our selection 
of these remedies ? Or the white tongue of Pulsa- 
tilla, the red-tipped, dry tongue of Rhus, the moist 
trembling tongue of Phosphoric acid, the broad, 
pale, puffed and tooth-indenU'd tongue of Mercu- 
ries solubilis, the yellow coat at the base of the 
tongue of Mercurius proto iodatus, or the patchy 
tongue of Taraxacum, — do we not recognize these 
symptoms as most important indications for these 
remedies respectively ? Shall J further mention the 
objective symptoms, — sandy grains dei)i>sitod in the 
urine, or a red deposit which adheres to t!.e vessel, 
or the various peculiarities of feculent excretion and 
of sputa, which arc well-known and universally 
admitted indications of certain remedies, or the 
radial pulse, or the heart rhythm? 

It appears, tlien, that objective symptoms are 
valuable indications for the remedy^ just in propor- 
tion as they have been observed in proving drugs^f- 
so as to afford a ground of comparison ; and just 
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in proportion as the observation has been precise 
and definite, enabling us to distinguish one case 
from another, or, as we term it, to individualize the 
case. 

Such is the value of objective symptoms. But, 
our object being to individualize the case, it fre- 
quently, indeed generally, happens that the distinct- 
ive symptoms are subjective. 

How now shall we examine the patient to get his 
symptoms ? Do you say that this is an easy mat- 
ter ? Gentlemen, it isj the most difficult part of 
your duty. To select the remedy after a masterly 
examination and record of the case is compara- 
tively easy. But to take the case requires great 
knowledge of human nature, of the history of dis- 
ease, and, as we shall see, of the materia medica. 

We see the patient for the first time. If the 
case be an acute one, it may be that at a glance 
and a touch . we shall observe certain objective 
symptpms which, at least, help us to form our 
diagnosis, and constitute the basis of the picture 
which leads us to the choice of our remedy. 

Further examination reveals other objective 
symptoms. For others, as well as for subjective 
symptoms, we must depend on the testimony of 
the patient and his attendants. We have then to 
listen to testimony, to elicit more testimony by 
questioning and cross-questioning the patient and 
his friends, and to form conclusions from their 
evidence. We have to weigh evidence, and here 
we encounter a task which is similar to that of the 



43 


OR, “HOW TO TAKE THE CASE.” 

lawyer in examining a witness, and success in which 
requires of us obedience to the rules for the col- 
lection and estimate of evidence. We must study 
our witness, the patient; is he of sound under- 
standing? may we depend on his answers being 
true and rational? He may be naturally stupid or 
idiotic, he may lie insane, he may be delirious 
under the effect of the present illness. Or, putting 
out of view these extreme suppositions, is the 
patient disposed to aid us by communicating freely 
his observations of himself, or is he inclined to be 
reticent? You will be surprised at the differences 
in patients in this regard. Some meet you frankly, 
conscious that by replying fully, and by stating their 
case carefully, they are aiding you to help them. 
Others act as if they felt that in meeting the 
doctor they have come to an encounter of wits, in 
which they are determined that their cunning shall 
baffle his shrewdness. Others again are morbidly 
desirous of making themselves out very sick, and 
will unconsciously warp their statement of their 
symptoms so as to justify their preconceived notion 
of their case ; and if you question them, however 
you may frame your question, they will reply as 
they think will make out the case you seem to 
apprehend. Others, on the contrary, so dread to 
give testimony which, they fear, may make it 
certain that they have some apprehended disease, 
that they cannot bring themselves to state facts as 
they are, but twist and misstate them as they fain, 
would have them. 
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I might pass without mention the case of those 
who deliberately conceal or deny the existence of 
symjjtoms which would betray the presence of 
diseases of which, with abundant reason, they are 
ashamed, because, I take it, you will be minded to 
have no dealings with those who refuse to their 
physician their unlimited confidence. 

There is another class whose statements are 
plus or minus what exactness would require. 
Almost all of our descriptive language is figurative. 
We describe sensations certainly according to our 
idea of what effect would be produced by certain 
operations upon our sensory nerves, e. g., burning, 
boring, piercing. This involves an act of the 
imagination. We are differently endowed with the 
imaginative faculty. Some persons cannot clothe a 
sensation in figurative language, and are therefore 
almost unable to describe their subjective symptoms, 
and are very difficult patients. Others, again, 
naturally express themselves in this wise, and, 
where imagination is controlled by good judgment, 
are excellent patients, because they describe their 
symptoms well. This is a matter dependent upon 
natural endowment, and not upon education or 
culture. Some persons who cannot construct a 
sentence grammatically will give us most graphic 
statements of symptoms; while others who have 
borne off the honors of a university are utterly at a 
loss for the means to express what they feel. 

Finally, some persons have a natural fervor 
and tropical luxuriance of expression, which lea<|s 
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them to intensify their statements and exaggerate 
their sensations. And some, like the Pharisee who 
believed he should be heard for his much speaking, 
think to attract our attention, and excite us to 
greater effort in their behalf, if they magnify their 
sufferings and tell us a pitiful tale. Others, on the 
contrary, of a more frigid temperament, give us a 
statement unduly meagre in its Arctic barrenness ; 
or else, fearing to seem unmanly if they complain 
with emphasis of suffering which is perhaps the 
lot of all men, understate their case and belittle 
their symptoms. 

In estimating your patients in these regards, 
judging while the tale is being told what manner 
of man you have to deal with, what allowances you 
must make, what additions, what corrections, you 
will have full scope for ;7our utmost sagacity and 
savoir faire i and of the value of this estimate 
of your patient I cannot speak too highly. I have 
often seen the thoroughly scientific man led astray 
and bamboozled, where one far inferior to him in 
scientific knowledge detected the peculiarities of 
the patient, made the necessary corrections, got an 
accurate view of the case, and then the prescription 
was easy. Why, sometimes the patient will, in 
good faith, state a symptom so incompatible with 
others that we know and must declare it impossible, 
and so it is finally admitted to be ,by the patient 

If it be necessary to make this estimate of the 
patient, so must we likewise of his friends, who^,^ 
besides having . the peculiarities already spoken of. 
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may be unfriendly to us or to our mode of treat- 
ment, and may thus be reticent or reluctant 
witnesses, or may even mislead us willfully. 

We make this estimate of our patient and his 
friends while he and they are stating the case to 
us ; and this statement we should as far as possible 
allow them to make in their own way, and in their 
own order and language, carefully avoiding inter- 
ruption, unless they wander too far from the point. 

We must avoid interrupting them by questions, 
by doubts, or even by signs of* too ready 
comprehension of what they are telling us. It 
will of course happen that they skip over im- 
portant details, that they incompletely describe 
poinrts that we need to understand fully. But 
we should note these as subjects for future 
questions, and forbear breaking in upon the train 
of our patient’s thoughts, lest once broken he may 
not be able to reconstruct it When he has finished, 
we may, by careful cjuestioning, lead him to supply 
the deficiencies. We must avoid leading questions, 
and at the same time must not be so abstract and 
bald that -for lack of an inkling of our meaning, 
the patient becomes discouraged, and despairs of 
satisfying us. It is never our object, as it may be 
that of the lawyer, to show our own cleverness at 
the patient’s expense, and to bamboozle him. We 
must, on the other hand, make him feel, as sobn 
and as completely as possible, that we are his best 
friend, standing there to aid him in so reviewing 
his case that we may apply the cure. And so we 
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must encourage his diffidence, turn the flank of his 
reticence, lend imagination to his matter-of-fact mmd, 
or curb the flights of his fancy, as may be required. 

We want a statement of the case in graphic, 
figurative language, not in the abstract terms of 
science. It does not help us to hear that the 
patient has a congestive or an inflammatory pain 
(however correct these conceptions may be); but 
a burning or a bursting pain is available. Nor 
does it specially enlighten us to know that the 
patient feds now just as he did in last year’s 
attack, unless indeed wc attended him then. 

Having received the patient’s statement and 
made our own observations, we have a picture of 
the case, more or less complete. What are we to 
do with it? What is the next step? We have 
now one series of phenomena. The law tells us 
that the drug which will cure that patient must be 
capable of producing in the healthy a similar series 
of phenomena. 

Seeking the means to cure the patient then, 
we look among drug proif'ings for a similar series 
of phenomena. Let us suppose that we find one 
which corresponds pretty well. Not exactly, how- 
ever, for here are certain symptoms characteristic 
of that drug, of which the patient has not com- 
plained. We examine the patient as regards those 
symptoms. No! his symptoms in that line are 
quite different We try another similar drug, com- 
paring its symptoms with the patient’s, and ques- 
tioning die patient still further; and thus die 
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comparing and trying proceed until we find a fit 
This is a mental process, so expeditious sometimes 
that we are hardly aware how extensively we 
engage in it But it shows how difficult it is to 
ta1s.e a case unless we have some knowledge of 
the materia medica. and how much an extensh’e 
knowledge of materia medica aids us in taking the 
case; and this explains why the masters in our 
art have given us such model cases. (In consulta- 
tions, a doctor will sen<l his taking of the case. 
Wo cannot prescribe from it We must take the 
case ourselves ) In thus fitting the case and the 
reimdy be honest w'ith yourselves, just as in getting 
shoes for your children. Do not warp or sciuee/ce 
to make a fit 

And now, befoie we go further, let us ask 
what arc the symptoms generally which give the 
case its individu.il character, and determine our 
choice of the remedy. Are they the pathognomonic 
ones? They cannot be unless we are to treat 
every case of disease named by a common name 
with one and the same remedy. Are they those 
which arc nosologically characteristic? No, for the 
same reason. They are the trifling symptoms, 
arising probably from the peculiarity of the indi- 
vidual patient, which make the case different from 
that of the patient’s neighbor. They may be 9 . 
sensation or a condition. If it^ be metrorrhagia, 
the mere feet that the flow is worse at «ight may 
determine the choice between two such remedies 
as Caicarea and Magnesia. 



THE ANAMNESIS. 

I N my last lecture I tried to explain the nature oi 
the series of symptoms which make up a case 
of sickness; the different kinds of symptoms, and 
how to observe and get a knowledge of them ; the 
different value of symptoms, de[)ending on the 
object which you have in view when you are 
studying them. I endeavored to .show the impor- 
tance of an independent study of symptoms as a 
distinct branch of the science of biology, without 
reference to the practical a[)plication of the art of 
curing. And, finally, I showed how the totality of 
the symptoms when obtained, .was practically made 
available for the selection of the remedy, by being 
compared with the symptoms produced by drugs 
in the healthy subject; that drug being selected 
which had produced symptoms most similar to those 
of the case; and I showed how it must be that 
sometimes it is apparently trivial symptoms #vhich 
determine the choice between one and another 
drug. 

It may have occurred to some of you, as it 
must have occurred to all who, having had practical 

II.-5 
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experience in the homoeopathic treatment of disease, 
did me the honor to be present at my lecture, that 
I took no notice of a very important feature in 
the examination of the case, — a most important 
element of the case, — viz. : the previous history 
or the anamnesis, as it is called. 

As a matter of course, in our investigations 
for the purpose of forming a diagnosis and a 
prognosis, the previous history of the case and 
of the patient before he became ill must have 
received our earnest attention. But it has not yet 
appeared, from what I have said, what part the 
history of the case is to play in enabling us to 
select the appropriate remedy. To this subject, as 
it is both very important and not always clearly 
understood, I shall devote much time this morning. 

You will please l)ear in mind that the process 
by which Ave accomplish the selection of the remedy 
for a case of sickness, is a process of comparison. 
We compare the symptoms of the case with the 
symptoms which drugs have produced in the 
healthy ; and we select the drug of which the 
symptoms are most similar to those of the patient. 
We seek a parallelism between drug symptoms and 
those of tlie patient. 

You will remember also that the symptoms of 
a case of sickness, like the physiological phenom- 
ena of^ersons healthy, are not always and during^ all 
time the same; they vary from day to day, from 
hour to hour, or from minute to minute. Indeed it 
might properly be said that life is, in so far as evety 
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.physiological process is, concerned, a series of 
oscillations within physiological limits; now action 
is vehement, now mild; waste is now in excess, 
now in deficit Just so is it with morbid phenom- 
ena or symptoms, whether they be of natural, or 
of artificial or drug, disease. We are then insti- 
tuting comparisons between, so to speak, oscillat- 
ing and continually shifting scries of phenomena. 
Now, the point of importance here is that this 
oscillation and shifting require time, and that there- 
fore our summary of the symptoms must cover not 
merely the moment of time at which we observe 
the patient, but also some previous time during 
which the symptoms may have been different from 
tho.se of the present time. This remark apiilies 
both to the drug and the case. It is necessary 
not simply for the purpose of getting a full picture 
of the case, but also to make certain that there is 
a complete parallelism between the case and • the 
drug we think of giving the patient. 

Two lines, each an inch long, may appear to 
be parallel. If we would be certain whether or 
not they are so, let us project each line until it is 
a foot long. We .shall then more easily see the 
divergence or convergence if there be any. Just 
so, at some particular moment, the symptoms of a 
case and of a drug may appear to be very similar ; 
but if we compare the succession and order of the 
symptoms, for the space of a day or two, with the 
succes^n and order of the drug symptoms, weu, 
m4y notice a marked difference. This is illustrated 
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by comparing the symptoms produced by two 
drugs in the healthy proven There is a period 
in the action of each, when, to my mind, the 
symptoms of Aconite and Carbo vegetabilis are 
very similar, and yet, taking a broader view of 
these drugs, we can hardly find any more unlike. 

Shall I shock any of my hearers by stating this 
necessity for taking into consideration the course 
and succession of symptoms in selecting a remedy ; 
and shall 1 be told that strict homoeopathy requires 
that a prescription shall be made for the symptoms 
that are present, the remedy to be changed when 
the symptoms change ? I believe that some con- 
scientious physicians too closely follow this method — 
too closely for the best success. Let us take a 
practical instance ; a case of intermittent fever. 
The patient has certain symptoms which precede 
and usher in the chill. Then, for two hours or 
more, he has the symptoms which constitute the 
chill ; then, after an interval, those which constitute 
the hot stage ; then those of the sweating stage ; 
after w;hich comes a period of from ten to forty 
hours, constituting the apyrexia, during which the 
patient probably may have some symptoms which 
serve to characterize his case, aiW individualize it. 
We may see the patient during one or all of these 
periods. His symptoms at the different times ^e 
certainly very different. Is it our custom, is it good 
practice, to give the patient a different remedy, 
corresponding to each of these stages ; or^’ would 
the nicest faculty of selection lead us to select for 
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each stage the same remedy, to which a survey of 
the whole case would bring us ? The former is 
not our custom. It would not be good practice. 
We could not so select. On the contrary, we 
extend our lines of symptoms — unless they corre- 
spond with the complete paroxysm and apyrexia — 
and tlien we can judge of thei,r parallelism. We 
seek a remedy which produces Just such cold, hot 
and sweating stages in just such . order and with 
just such concomitant symptoms, and that likewise 
produces such symptoms in the apyrexia. Do you 
point me to cases in which no such parallelism is 
found, and yet a successful prescription is made ? 

I reply that, as I said at first, we are like the 
Israelites, and must make bricks whether we have 
straw or not. We must prescribe from our materia 
medica as it is. Where we can do no better, we 
must prescribe on a few symptoms, on an inference 
or an analogy, rather than refuse to prescribe at 
all. Yet nobody will deny the greater certainty of 
the prescription when such a parallelism can be 
established. In such a case, then, we follow the 
patient along a series of violent oscillations between 
cold, heat, sweat, and the normal state again. And 
this we do, to a greater or less extent, in very 
many illnesses in which the oscillations are not so 
violent 

I believe that a broad enough consideration of 
this subject would lead physicians to abstain from 
alternation of remedies even in the few instances.,, 
in which Hahnemann sanctioned it, and would deter 
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them from the error, as I deem it, of leaving a 
patient several remedies to be taken, variously, as 
different phases of sensation or objective phenom- 
ena succeed each other. But to be able to pre- 
scribe in this large-viewed way for your patient, 
you must have studied the materia medica in the 
same comprehensive way; you must have- studied 
the connection and succession of the symptoms. 
A. mere repertory study for the case in hand will 
not suffice. You must have made a systematic 
study of each drug and of each group of drugs. 

Now I sec no reason, especially in chronic dis- 
eases, why this method of taking into consideration 
the oscillations of symptoms should be limited to a 
few days or .a week. If a patient pre-sent himself, 
having a fever at night and chilliness by day, we 
comprise these oscillations in one group, and seek 
a remedy which presents a parallel group. If, 
now, we find a patient who has a certain set of 
symptoms in the summer, which uniformly gives 
place to another set in the winter, and these again 
are replaced in turn by the summer set, why 
should we of necessity restrict our view in the 
summer to the symptoms of that season only, and 
in winter the same, when we ftiight by a broader 
view comprehend both under one prescription? It 
is a practical question. Can it be done ? I a;;iswer 
from experience, it can; and let me tell you an 
advantage. The symptoms of one season may be 
so vague and indefinite th^t you cannot find a 
remedy for them, just as in the intermittent the 
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symptoms of one stage may have so little about 
them that is characteristic that you cannot s^ect a 
remedy. But, perhaps, the symptoms of the other 
season, the summer, are so characteristic as to 
leave no doubt of the remedy. Then, if you 
believe in this unity of disease, you may in the 
winter prescribe on the strengtli of the summer 
symptoms, although these disappeared months ago 
and will not recur for months to come, and you 
may ‘effect a radical cure. I shall presently illus- 
trate this by a case. 

Let me say further, that if this be a correct 
method of prescribing, we may extend it, and 
instead of requiring a succession of oscillations, 
even at so distant intervals as summer and winter, 
we may regard an acute attack of illness and the 
chronic condition which flWlows it as one series of 
phenomena, and prescribe as for one present 
malady, even though years have passed since the 
acute attack of illness was merged into the chronic 
affection. I shall illustrate this point by two cases. 

I come now to a third kind of case, in which 
a family predisposition to the recurrence of a cer- 
tain form of disease at a certain period is so 
marked, that we may consider indefinite and vague 
symptoms as indications that the tendency is work- 
ing to development, and may prescribe for it in 
anticipation. 1 should not venture upon this state- 
ment had I not a case to present in illustration 
of it Let me repeat that the advantage of thesn 
inethods lies in the fact alone that they give us 
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data for a sure prescription, whereas otherwise we 
should be unable to find a basis for a prescription. 
I will now relate cases. 

X. E. W. D. Headache" in winter, nondescript 
diarrhoea in summer, indicating Aloes. I prescribed 
Aloes in the winter, on the streng^ of the summer 
diarrhoea, and cured both. 

2. The case of G. W. W., jr. Deafness from 
milk-crust. I prescribed Mezereum for the milk- 
crust, and the deafness never returned. He is now 
attending to business. 

3. A case of epilepsy. I prescribed Platina, 
on the strength of previous strong passion and 
peculiar disposition ; imperious and high stepping. 

4. The case of Mrs. B. was one of supposed 
uterine disease ; she had been treated by caustics, 
etc. She complained of aching in the heels, and 
I suggested Agaricus. The whole family had 
spinal meningitis; two brothers had died, and a 
sister was paraplegic. Agaricus cured the uterine 
disease. 



PULSATILLA. 

ANEMONE PRATENSIS. PULSATILLA NIGRICANS. 

I HAVE chosen this drug to commence a course 
of lectures on materia medica, as well because 
it has been very thoroughly proved and verified by 
clinical experience, as also because it is one of 
our chief polychrests. 

Polychrest is a term applied to a number of 
the remedies that are the most frequently used in 
practice, and that have ^n extensive range of 
application. 

It would be an error, however, to suppose that 
a polychrest, which is called for every day, is any 
more useful in any given case than a drug that 
we are required to gpve only once a year will be 
in the case which requires it. It must never be 
forgotten that every case requires just the identi- 
cal remedy which is most homoeopathic to it, even 
if it be a rare and seldom used remedy ; and that 
no other remedy, however popularly or however 
constantly in use, can be as good as, or can take 
the place of, this homoeopathically indicated remedy. 

But just as some diseases are very common,,, 
being met with every day, such as dyspepsias, 
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bronchial catarrh, diarrhoea, ephemeral fever, etc., 
so there are certain remedies which produce, when 
proved upon the healthy, series of symptoms simi- 
lar to those of these frequently recurring diseases. 
It is obvious that these remedies will be frequently 
indicated in practice, will be often used and in 
many cases. These remedies are our polychrests. 
We must know them well ; although it is of great 
importance that, in bending ourselves to the study 
of them, we neglect none of the other remedies of 
out materia medica. 

In studying Pulsatilla and all other remedies, 
we shall follow Hahnemann’s anatomical order, 
stating the symptoms of each region in succession ; 
and calling attention to the conditions of aggrava- 
tion and amelioration, and to the simultaneous 
manifestation of groups of symptoms in different 
regions. We shall then take a general view of 
the remedy, endeavoring to appreciate its charac- 
teristics and its special spheres of taction. Finally, 
we shall consider its more obvious applications to 
diseased conditions frequently met with, its resem- 
blance to other remedies, and the differences 
between them. 

We begin with the ^ 

Sensorium. Pulsatilla produces vertigo or dizzi- 
ness, which occurs while sitting, but is relieved 
while walking or sitting in the open air; dizziness 
when directing the eyes upward, and especially 
when stooping, when it se^ms as though the head 
were too heavy ; a drunken ^dizziness, the head 
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feeling hot inwardly, and the face pale. The ver- 
tigo occurs or is worse in the evening or after 
eating. We here meet conditions which we shall 
find to pervade the Pulsatilla proving, and to be 
characteristic of the drug, viz. : occurrence or 
aggravation of the symptoms in the evening, after 
eating, during repose, and amelioration from motion 
and from being in the open air; also paleness of 
the face, even with sensation of internal heat. 

Head. The headache is chiefly in the fore- 
head and supraorbital region, and in the temples. 
The pains are a heaviness, a bursting sensation in 
the temples, and throbbing. These sensations are 
aggravated by stooping, by mental exertion, and in 
the evening, and by rolling the eyes upward. 
Occasional stitching pains in different parts of the 
head, frequently confined to one half of the head. 
Indeed, this is a peculiarity of Pulsatilla pains gen- 
erally, that they are often confined to one half of 
the body, like, those of Ignatia, Thuja, Spigelia, 
Valeriana and Silicea. 

[Helonias dioica has a pressing pain in one or 
both temples (in a small spot), a “burning sensa- 
tion” in the top and front of the head, which is 
entirely dispelled by motion and mental exertion. It 
comes on immediately when either the motion or 
mental exercise is desisted from. — S. A. Jones; 
M. D.] 

It may be added that a' Pulsatilla headache is 
generally coincident with disturbances in otkei; 
reg^ns of the body, as, for example, the digestive 
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tract, or the genito-urinary organs, especially the 
latter in females. 

Eyes, Eyelids. The margins are inflamed; hor- 
deola form upon them. Further, the lids are dry and 
scurfy — in the niorning they are agglutinated. In 
the eyes themselves the pains are: stitching, and 
. especially itching and severe aching, with a sensa- 
tion as if a foreign body were in the eye, or a 
veil before it which could be winked away. There 
is great lachrymation in the open air, and consider- 
able photophobia. 

Vision is obscured, but it is to be noted that 
this obscuration is conjoined with vertigo and 
nausea, whence we may infer that it is functional 
and not dependent upon organic lesions of the 
eye. The same may be said of the other symp- 
toms of vision ; fiery circles, and starry apparitions, 
and double vision. Nevertheless, these symptoms 
are not to be ignored, for they individualize and 
characterize the di.<iturbance in other organs and 
systems with which they coincide in occurrence. 

Ears. Internally, itching, stitching and tear- 
ing sensations; also, violent pain like a distending 
or outward-pressing ache. The external ear is hot, 
red and swollen. Discharge of pus from the ear. 

Deafness as though the ear were stopped. 
Murmur and rushing noise isochronous with the 
pulse. 

In front of the ear an eczematoid eruption, with 
a burning-biting pain, and swelling of the cervical 
glands. Stitching pain in the parotid. 
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In ordinary catarrhal otitis, Pulsatilla is our 
best remedy ; i. e., the symptoms of such cases 
most frequently indicate Pulsatilla. Silicea resem- 
bles it closely. 

In deeper-seated inflammation of the cellular 
tissue, Mercurius or Silicea or Rhus is called for. 
Tellurium corresponds to a peculiar affection of 
the meatus auditorius externus and the external 
ear. 

Chamomilla indications differ from those of Pul- 
satilla in the symptoms of the disposition, and 
especially in the great intolerance and impatience 
of pain. 

The same may be said of the Arsenicum ear- 
indications. 

N'ose. Superiorly near the inner canthus of the 
eye, an abscess like a lachrymal abscess. The alae 
nasi are ulcerated, so have the nares internally a 
sensation as if ulcerated. There is in the nose a 
smell as of an old catarrh. (It is perhaps this 
symptom which first induced q trial of Pulsatilla in 
ozaena simplex.) 

Mouth. Tongue covered with tenacious mucus. 
A white-coated tongue is an indication for Pulsa- 
tilla. 

Yellow coat at the base of the tongue, Mercu- 
rius protoiodatus. 

Teeth. Two varieties of pain— a stitching or 
digging, worse in the evening or early night; and 
a drawing, tearing sensation, as if the nerve were 
drawn tense and then suddenly let go. 
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The toothache is renewed always after eating, 
and whenever anything quite warm is taken into 
the mouth. Aggravation by eating and by warmth. 

• Chamomilja toothache is aggravated by cold or 
warm food or drink. 

Coffea toothache is controlled by ice-water con- 
stantly in the mouth. (Published by Hale, confirmed 
by me). 

Mercurius toothache is aggrayated by cold water 
in the mouth, but relieved by warm. 

Carbo vegctabilis. The whole row of teeth too 
long and very tender; he cannot bite. 

Causticum. Gum .swollen ; feeling as if the 
tooth were being crowded out of the alveoli ; tooth 
too long, aggravation in the evening and by eating. 

Lachesis. Swelling corresponding to the external 
fangs of the upptir molar, with swelling of the cheek ; 
the skin feels tense, hot and crisp, as if it would 
crack ; throbbing in the cheek. Periodontitis. 

Throat. Sen.sation, on deglutition, as though 
the uvula were swollen. Apart from the degluti- 
tion, a feeling as if raw and sore in the throat, as 
if the submaxillary glands pressed inward and 
were sore. Sensation of great dryness of the 
mouth, palate and lips ; these , parts coated with 
tenacious mucus; a bad taste in the mouth. 

Digestion. Manifold symptoms. The taste is 
variously perverted and altered-r-seldom bitten 
except just after eating, or drinking. More fre- 
quently a sour taste. But more characteristic of 
Pulsatilla is the taste of the' food returning tK) iand' 
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remaining in the mouth long after eating. In fact, 
Pulsatilla makes digestion very slow. 

Hahnemann gives us a symptom in parentlieses: 
(Food tastes as if too salt). On the strength of 
this symptom I gave Pulsatilla with entire success 
to a patient convalescent from Chagres fever who 
had become well enough to sit up. and walk about 
his room, but had a slight cliill every afternoon, 
followed by a flush of fever and a sweat at night; 
no appetite, depression of spirits, little thirst, irri- 
tability and peevishness in place of his usual 
amiability, and a perverted taste so that all food 
prepared for him tasted as if saturated with salt. 
A single dose of Pulsatilla remove d the latt(*r symp- 
tom, and within six days all the others had vanished, 
and he rapidly regained strength and vigor, and 
has as yet (ten years) had no return of fever. 

Appetite. Moderate; often a gnawing sensation 
in the stomach as from hunger, and yet no desire 
for any special kind of food. 

Thirst. An almost complete absence of thirst 
is characteristic of Pulsatilla; Sabadilla resembles 
it in this absence of thirst 

Nausea or qualmishness at the thought or smell 
of food, especially of fat or rich food, or on 
attempting to eat The sensation is somewhat as 
if a wprm were crawling up the oesophagus ; the 
nausea comes up from the stomach. 

Vomiting of food, especially at night or even- 
ing ; waterbrash and gulping up of water or <Jf 
food into die mouth (regurgitation). 
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Epigastrium. Feeling as if a stone lay there. 
(Bryonia has the same.) 

Throbbing in the epigastrium, perceptible to the 
hand laid thereon. A contracting sensation in the 
oesophagus, as if one had swallowed too large a 
morsel of food ; the same sensation extends over 
the hypochondria, then up over the chest, and 
impedes respiration. 

Abdomen. Sensation of tension and fullness 
throughout the abdomen, and involving the thorax 
up to the mammary region. Pinching and cutting 
pains, especially around the umbilicus, worse toward 
evening. 

Much flatulence, as might be expected where 
disfcstion is so slow as under the action of Pulsa- 
tilla. Flatus moves about in the intestines, causing 
pinching pains, and with rumbling noise ; worse on 
waking or just after supper. 

Externally. The abdominal walls are tender 
to the touch, when sitting, or when coughing, espe- 
cially after an alvine evacuation. 

Stool. A twofold action (which yet we are 
hardly justified in designating as primary and sec- 
ondary effects). Difficult stool, with much back- 
ache and urgency, or frequent desire for stool with 
insufficient evacuation or no faeces, but instead > 
thereof, yellowish mucys, sometimes mixed iigith 
blood. On the other hand, Pulsatilla produces 
diarrhoea at night; stool consisth^g' of green and 
acrid burning mucus, preceded by commotion ifl 
the bowels. 
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In the frequent desire and effort for stool, and 
the difficulty of evacuation, Pulsatilla resembles 
Nux vomica. The difference is found in the gen- 
eral symptoms. 

The diarrhcea of green mucus occurring at night 
resembles that of Dulcamara, which likewise is noc- 
turnal, and but slightly painful. It, however, is 
ascribable to dampness, and is accompanied by 
rheumatic symptoms ; while that of Pulsatilla fol- 
lows errors of diet, especially pork and fat food 
generally. It is not a free purgation, but rather a 
catarrh of the intestine, with spasmodic action of 
the muscular coat. 

Pulsatilla has painful blind hiemorrhoids, with 
itching and sticking pains and soreness. 

Urinary Organs. Pressure upon the bladder, 
as if from flatus. 'Frequent pressure to urinate, 
and cutting pain during the act of micturition. 
(This differs from Cantharides in that the latter 
has pain after micturition.) Involuntary discharge 
of urine, drop by drop, at night, or on making 
exertion, as walking, coughing, etc. The urine is 
sometimes clear and abundant, and again, scanty 
and with a red or brownish deposit 

Burning in the urethra during micturition. 

Genitals, Male. Itching of prepuce and scro- 
tum- Testes swollen, hanging low, and painful; 
tensive and tearing pains. 

Mucus diisdiarge from the urethra, with burn- 
ing during micturition. Increase qf sexual desire. 

FulsariUa has been of service in hydrocele, also 
II.--6 
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in gonorrhoeal orchitis, but it is' not so often called 
for in orchitis as Rhododendron, Clematis, Spon- 
gia, Aurum, or Belladonna. 

Sometimes indicated in gonorrhoea by general 
symptoms rather than local ones. 

Genitals, Female. The decided action of Pulsa- 
tilla upon the female genital system has been 
shown by a large clinical experience. In the 
hypogastric zone, drawing, pressing or constricting 
pains, like labor pains, converging toward the 
pudenda. Such pains are relieved by crouching 
forward. They come, generally, just before the 
menstrual period, are attended by a feeling of 
weight, like a stone, in the hypogastrium, and 
accompanied by chilliness, stretching and yawning. 
The menses are delayed, difficult and scanty, or 
even fail altogether. 

Before the menses, labor-like pains as above. 

During the menses, many symptoms, such as 
weight and downward pressure in the abdomen 
and sacral region; nausea; getting black before 
the eyes ; stomachache and faintings ; all worse 
in the warm room and by much exertion, better in 
the open air. 

Leucorrhcea, of a thick mucus resembling cream. 
It is sometimes acrid, producing a burning pain, 
sometimes bland; most profuse after mefistruation. 

Pulsatilla appears to stimulate the action of 
the Icterus during labor, when the pains dimin- 
ish and become inefficient 

Comparisons. Cyclamen and Sepia resemble 
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Pulsatilla in relation to the menstrual function. 
Nux vomica, which is so analogous in many 
respects to Pulsatilla, resembles it in the scanti- 
ness of the flow, but, true to the spasmodic char- 
acter which distinguishes it, brings on the flow 
too early, and keeps it up for too many days, 
although the total amount of fluid lost is not 
excessive. 

The aggravation of Sepia is before menstrua- 
tion; of Pulsatilla, during menstruation. 

Under Nitric acid, menstruation gradually passes 
into a leucorrhoea which is browm and thick, and 
finally in a few days becomes a thin, watery, flesh- 
colored, offensive discharge, sometimes acrid. 

Kreosote has a leucorrhoea’ for five days suc- 
ceeding menstruation, thick . mucus, exceedingly 
acrid, causing the pudenda to swell and itch, and 
excoriating the thigh. Micturition exceedingly 
painful. The leucorrhoea smells like fresh green 
corn. 

Borax is indicated by leucorrhoea, acrid, just 
midway between the menstrual periods, with swell- 
ing of the labia and inflammation, and discharge 
from the^glands of Duvernay. 

Respiratory Organs. Coryza. From the first, 
a discharge of thick yellow mucus from the nose. 
S(»netimes it is green and offensive. Loss of taste 
ai»i sipeU. 

Throat Roughness and dryness. Sudden 
hoarsen^ without much opfn^^ion or cough, aoKi 
equidly . suddeit relief r . / , 
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The hoarseness for which Pulsatilla is so effica- 
cious is capricious, coming and going, and without 
apparently adequate organic cduse. That of Caus- 
ticum comes oh, or is much worse, from five P. M. 
to midnight, and is accompanied by a teasing, dry 
cough. That of Phosphorus is more constant, and 
conjoined with soreness and rawness of the larynx 
and behind the sternum, and a weight upon the 
chest. That of Carbo vegetabilis has ulcerative 
soreness in the larynx, and a burning pain in the 
lungs after a hard cough. 

[I do not say that these are all the conditions 
and concomitants, but they are frequently met, and 
are characteristic.] 

Pulsatilla produces two varieties of cough ; one 
with abundant sputa, consisting of thick yellow 
mucus, sometimes bloody, often of a bitter taste; 
the §ther dry, occurring chiefly at night. The 
feeling which provokes the cough is a tickling in 
the trachea. I have, for years, hesitated to give 
Pulsatilla for a loose cough, even though it seemed 
well indicated, it seeming to change the loose 
cough into the dry, hard night cough. It produces 
dyspneea and asthmatic oppression, espetially at 
night, with palpitation, especially when lying on 
the left side. 

The sensations in the chest are chiefly tensipn 
, and constriction, in conjunction with the dyspndia 
and asthmatic symptoms. In the niiiddle of die 
thora^ a pain, which frequently occurs in .the Put- 
satilla proving: that of an internal ^cer.- 
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Th& . mammary glands are swollen and tense. 
Itching of the nipples. 

Back. In the sacral region, pains on assuming 
the upright posture, or on bending backward, as 
. well as after sitting, so that one can hardly stoop 
. or straighten up. Aching as from fatigue, and a 
pressing as from within outward. Finally, in this 
region, a pain as if luxated when moving; and 
when sitting, a bruised pain, relieved by motion. 

Considering the action of Pulsatilla upon the 
female sexual organs, causing weight and bearing 
down, with leucorrhcea, etc., it is reasonable to 
ascribe the aching’ and .some other sacral pains to 
this action, and experience justifies this view. 
Other pains are analogous to the rheumatic pains 
of the extremities. 

In the back, drawing, tensive and stitching 
pains, which seem to impede respiration and inter- 
fere with free motion. 

Extremities generally. First, we note tearing 
pains, as for example, in the shoulder-joint, where 
it compels one to move the arm, and is relieved by 
lying on the painful side. Again, in the muscles 
and bones of the arm, and even in the fingers, 
where it seats itself in the tensor tendons. In the 
lower extremities it appears as a jerking, tearing 
pain,vfr9fe hip-joint to the knee when lying in 
bed, i'Qttly in the knees, when sitting; or in the 
ankles ext^ding to the heel, the sole and the 
great ^ it is a tearing pain. ^ 

Obseii^.^(t'^aracterisric: compelling the prbver 
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to move the affected part, which is equivalent to 
relief by motion ; and by pressure, which is analo- 
gous to motion. 

Then, drawing pains, affecting the whole length 
of the extremities, occurring at night and during 
repose (often associated with chill). 

Stitching pains occur in the upper extremity, 
especially on moving the arm, as in the shoulder- 
joint and in the deltoid muscle. Likewise a feeling 
of heaviness and paralysis in the arm when trying 
to raise it. Indeed the tired, heavy, aching sensa- 
tion, such as comes from fatigue, and yet is not 
relieved by repose, but is rather aggravated thereby, 
is marked in the Pulsatilla proving. 

Burning itching in the soles of the feet after 
getting warm in bed. This symptom led to the 
successful use of Pulsatilla for effects of frost-bite. 
ScQ, Petroleum and Agaricus. 

Fever. Pulsatilla produces many symptoms akin 
to one or other stage of fever. Chilliness predom- 
inates, It accompanies the evening pains of what- 
ever kind, as well as the abdominal pains, the 
gastric disturbances, and especially those of the 
female sexual system. It occurs frequently after a 
meal, and early in the morning. But, in 'and by 
itself, as an independent symptom, chilliness occurs 
generally in the evening. It may be genehil or 
partial, affecting the extremities. When heat fol- 
lows the chilliness, if it be only a sensation of heat 
wit^ no objective warmth, there is no thirst; but 
if the heat be, as it sometimes is, both ol^ect- 
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ive and subjective, it is then attended by thirst 
Remember this, because absence of thirst is said 
to be a characteristic of Pulsatilla, and presence 
of thirst, therefore, to contra-indicate. This is true, 
with the limitation stated. ^ 

Frequently the fever symptoms are complex, 
and much mixed up ; chilliness and heat rapidly 
succeeding each other, or occurring simultaneously 
in different parts of the body, or on the different 
sides of the body ; but these complex symptoms 
occur almost always in the evening or at night 
H Ruckert calls attention to the fact that though 
the Pulsatilla symptoms generally are not attended 
by thirst, yet sometimes thirst is present when the 
hot stage is strongly marked; and he has had 
excellent success in puerperal fever and other 
fevers when thirst was present, the mass of the 
symptoms having indicated Pulsatilla. 

Moreover, the cheeks are often hot and red 
while the back is chilly and the feet cold — a state 
of things often observed when the ^menses are 
retarded in. young women. Again, flashes of heat 
over the whole body, producing great discomfort 
and anxiety. In short, a condition of erethism 
such as may co-exist with a depressed nutrition, — 
an approach to the erethistic form of chlorosis. 

Sweat is abundant, chiefly in the early morn- 
ing, sometirlfes throughout the night; often, like 
ofh^ symptoms, the sweat is semilateral. 

Skfpi Certain peculiarities of sleepiness a^d 
sleep are charactipristic of Pulsatilla. Sleepiness 
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in the afternoon, such not being the habit of 
the proven Sleepiness after even a moderate 
meal. The prover does not feel sleepy in the 
evening ; on the contrary, wide awake ; ideas 
throng, the fancy is brilliant; he (or she) does 
not wish to go to bed, and, on going to bed, does 
not fall asleep for a long time. The sleep is 
somewhat troubled and restless, with talking, 
frequent waking, with frightening dreams, until 
toward morning, when sleep is more quiet and 
profound, and is most sound just when the time is 
come to get up. The prover wakens dull and 
inert, although not with aggravation of any other 
symptoms. 

- This is a great characteristic of Pulsatilla, and 
is almost always present when Pulsatilla is clearly 
indicated by other symptoms. When, therefore, a 
doubt rests upon the selection of Pulsatilla, it is 
safe to be inclined toward it if the sleep symptoms 
are such as have been described, viz. ; wide awake 
in the evening; does not want to go to bed; first 
sleep restless; sound asleep when it is time to get 
up; wakes languid and not refreshed. 

Pulsatilla contrasts strongly with Nux vomica 
in the sleep symptoms, as in some others. Under 
Nux vomica, the prover is very sleepy and dull in 
the evening, cannot sit up long ; goes to bed early, 
and goes to sleep immediately ; slee^ well uiftili 
about three a. m., then wakes and lies awake, 
thinking, etc., with mind quite clear and active till 
five A. M. ; then dozes and sleqps an horn*, 
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wakes more tired than when he woke at three 
A. M., and often with a headache. . 

Sulphur, again, has the evening sleepiness of 
Nux vomica, but the night is full of unrest, toss- 
ing, nervous excitement, orgasm of blood ; pains 
of various kinds, and but little sleep throughout 

The sleeplessness of Cocculus is from pure 
mental activity, chiefly of memory, and is well 
described by Walter Scott (“Lady of the Lake," 
L, p. 33’) 

Disposition. The disposition is affected by 
Tulsatilla in a very characteristic manner. The 
prover complains of anxiety or distress, as though 
some great evil were impending, and this distress 
appears to him to come from the epigastrium ; and 
with'tliesc symptoms come pal[)itation, chattering of 
the teeth, and flashes of heat; also, undue anxiety 
about the health or about household duties. In 
addition, there is a marked irresolution, the prover 
cannot determine which of two is the better course 
to pursue; this is akin to the well-known charac- 
teristic of Pulsatilla, the yielding disposition, which 
gives way under slight opposition, and manifests 
its conscious feebleness by the readiness with 
which tears dome to the eyes on slight provo- 
cation. 

The disposition to weep is certainly a strong 
indication for Pulsatilla, but two errors must be 
guarded against, in accepting and applying it. In 
the first place, it must not be considered that a.^ 
lively disposition, and even a considerable amount 
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of spirits and will, contra-indicate Pulsatilla; laugh- 
ter and tears come often with equal readiness. 

Again, let us remember that the desolate sen- 
sation of utter prostration which ushers in many a 
serious dyscratic disease disposes to tears, espe- 
cially when it comes to a man or person in the 
midst of business or family cares, which he knows 
not how to neglect nor to delegate. If, then, a 
patient, in the incipience of a severe typhoid or 
a diphtheria, can hardly answer the doctor’s ques- 
tions for the tears and choking that come, these 
must be looked upon as the physiological result of 
utter prostration of body and desolation of soul, 
coinciding with the consciousness of responsibilities 
and cares too heavy to bear and too precious to 
neglect. They are not especial symptoms of the 
morbid state, nor must they be taken as indica- 
tions of Pulsatilla. I have dwelt upon these points 
because the error referred to is often made, and 
time is thus wasted which can never be regained. 

i GENERAL ANALYSIS. 

1. The most marked disturbances of functional 
activity produced by Pulsatilla are : In the digestive 
apparatus ; the genito-urinary of both sexes, but 
more especially the female ; the respiratory, at least 
as regards the mucous membrane ; cuid the ardtmlar 
synovial surfaces. The mucous membrane through- 
out the body is affected; as, for. example, in thb 
middle ear, the eye, nose, throat, bronchi, stonmcfi. 
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intestines, bladder, urethra, vagina, and uterus 
(probably). 

2. Changes in the organic substance are effected 
chiefly in the secretions, and chiefly in those of the 
mucous membrane. The conjunctiva, chiefly the 
palpebral, secretes copiously, and the tears are 
augmented if not modified. The nasal membrane, 
after a brief period of unnatural dryness, secretes 
abundant mucus, which becomes thick, yellow or 
green, and offensive. It is probable that the secre- 
tions of the stomach and small intestines are modi- 
fied, since digestion is so decidedly retarded by the 
action of Pulsatilla, ^nd presents so many abnormal 
features; such as perverted taste, regurgitation of 
food or its flavor, flatus, pain, etc. ; as well as that 
of the lower intestine, as witness the stool 'covered 
with mucus, and the mucous diarrhoea. 

So, likewise, the mucous discharge from the 
bladder — as shown by the jelly-like sediment in 
the urine — and the discharge from the urethra, as 
well as the leucorrhoea, attest the modification of 
secretion. 

The special function of menstruation is retarded 
in time, and the secretion (?) diminished in quantity. 
We shall be better able to explain this when we 
understand more about the pathology of chlorosis. 

Th^ testes are the seat of inflanvnation, pain 
and enlargement, and, although the ovaries were 
not simil^ly affected in any prover, yet, from anal- 
ogy, Pulsatilla has been successhtlly used in ovarii 
affeiedon^ vthe symptoms otherwise corresponding. 
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The swelling and heat of the knee and ankle- 
joints, as well as of the small joints of the fingers 
and toes, together with the drawing, tense pain in 
them, and the accompanying symptoms of the 
digestive tract, suggest that Pulsatilla acts upon 
the synovial membranes and upon the nutrition 
much as one form of rheumatism does, and have 
led to its successful use, particularly in i;heumatic 
gout, so called. The itching and biting tingling of 
the skin resemble those of measles. 

Peculiarities and Characteristics. Our knowl- 
edge of Pulsatilla being derived wholly from 
provings on the healthy with* moderate doses, we 
have no records of the effects of poisonous doses, 
and have therefore no data for constructing a 
theory of its pathological action on an anatomical 
basis ; but, on the other hand, through the action of 
these moderate doses, under the clear observation 
of Hahnemann and his pupils, we have a quantity 
of characteristic symptoms, chiefly subjective, which 
furnish us indications for the selection of Pulsatilla 
more positive and precise than thpse of almost any 
other remedy. 

Character of Pains. The pains are drawing, 
tearing pains, pains as of an internal ulcer, aggra- 
vated by touch ; but the most peculiar pain is 
a tension, which increases until very acute, mid 
then lets up with a snap. The pains, occur or sore 
much worse at night, before midnight 

They are accompanied by chilliness, but ^ 
out thirst 
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As the pains increase, the peculiar mental and 
moral Pulsatilla state is more pronounced ; the 
patient loses courage and gets despondent, and 
inclines to tears, and as the pains diminish the 
spirits rise. 

Certain parts of the body become very red or 
purple, without heat, the vessels becoming con- 
gested. This has led to the successful use of 
Pulsatilla in varicose conditions of veins. 

As a general rule, the pains are relieved by 
motion and by cool air, but the abdominal pains 
are relieved by warmth. 

The symptoms which occur when lying still on 
the back are relieved by sitting up and by motion. 
This relief is gradual, however, for the act of rising 
often for the moment increases the pain, and the 
more decidedly the longer one has been sitting 
still. 

Long-continued motion also, like long sitting, 
provokes symptoms, which yet are, for a brief 
period, more evident on first .coming to repose. 

The general group of symptoms most charac- 
teristic of Pulsatilla, next to those of the dispo.si- 
tion, is that of the sleep, which has been already 
detailed. 

Clinical experience has shown Pulsatilla to be 
an excellent remedy for disorders produced by eat- 
ing pork” and fat food generally. 

It is often indicated when the menses are scanty 
and delity^ ;,.Vei^ when it fails to bring"* 

them Snli^httr will succeed. 
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It is noteworthy that the pains of Pulsatilla 
often occur on one side of the body only. 

Antidotes. For the sleepiness, lassitude, etc., 
Chamomilla. 

For the restless anxiety, etc., Coffea. 

Other symptoms, according to their similarity, 
may call for Ignatia or Nux vomica. 

THERAPEUTIC APPLICATIONS. 

In earache, toothache, headache, ophthalmia, 
palpebrarum, hordeolum, nasal catarrh,, bronchitis, 
dyspepsia, nocturnal mucous diarrhoea, gonorrhoea, 
orchitis, vaginitis, prolapsus, rheumatic gout, vari- 
cose veins, measles and continued fever, — in all of 
these diseases when the symptoms correspond. 

Remedies analogous to Pulsatilla may be named 
as follows : 

As to its action on the eye, nose, bronchi and 
skin — Euphrasia, Dulcamara, Sulphur. 

* As to its action on the digestive organs — Nux 
vomica, Ignatia, Silicea, Sulphur. 

As to its action on the female sexual organs— 
Sepia, Murex, Cyclamen, and, above all. Sulphur. 

As to its action on the joints and • ligaments — 
Rhus, Sulphur, Ledum palustre. 

As to its action on the veins — Hamamelis, 
Zincum. < 

PULSATILLA MITTALIANA. 

An American variety of thjC Pulsatilla has been 
proved by the Western homjttopathists and others, 
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and an excellent risumd published by Dr. Conrad 
Wesselhoeft in the “Transactions of the American 
Institute of Homoeopathy,” 1867. 

The following are the remarks of Dr. Wessel- 
hoeft conderning the European and the American 
Pulsatilla : 

“ The resemblance is almost complete in every 
particular. * * • * Xhe European has in a 

marked degree aggravation in the beginning of 
motion and amelioration during continued motion. 
The proving of the American Pulsatilla simply 
declares aggravation during walking, without saying 
whether the symptoms subsided during protracted 
walking.” 
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sow - BREAD. 

T he Student of materia medica should, at the 
very outset of his career, begin to guard 
against a danger which often besets the physician 
and leads him astray in practice — the danger of 
regarding certain remedies as favorite remedies and 
looking at them with a partial eye ; of allowing 
the high estimate in which he has been led by his 
accidental experience to hold them, to incline him 
to see indications for these favorites- where such 
indications do not exist. 

You will sometimes hear an experienced prac- 
titioner speak of such or such a remedy as “ a 
favorite” of his. To say the least, this is a danger- 
ous way of regarding any drug. If it lead him to 
give it wdiere a strictly impartial judgment would 
not pronounce it more exactly homoeopathic to the 
case than any other known drug, it prevents his 
curing his patient in the quickest and surest way. 
Science has no partialities, and knows no prefer- 
ences. Among the servants whom she puts at our 
disposal there is nq possible pOsitiofi of honor for 
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one above another. The drug which cures but a 
single 'case a year for us» because but one case in 
the year has demanded its administration, is as 
much entitled to our scientific regard as that which 
serves iSs every day. 

Again, you should remember that your duty 
is, as scientific men, to judge impartially between 
tlie remedies which seem to be indicated in the 
case before you, and to choose, without fear or 
favor, that which is most homceopathic to it : with- 
out fear that because it is a remedy you have sel- 
dom used it may not act so well as the symptoms 
promise ; without favor from an inclination to a 
drug that has often done good in many cases, and 
from which therefore you incline to hope for good, 
although it is not so homoeopathic to the case in 
hand. This impartial judgment is very difficult 
but all-important. You will often find yourselves 
tempted to twist the patient’s symptoms, ignoring 
some and perverting others, so as to bring the 
complex into a better resemblance to, those of 
some drug from which you have often seen rapid 
beneficial action. It would relieve your mind so 
greatly if it would only turn out that the simile 
of the case is really to be found in Belladonna, or 
Bryonia, or Cimicifuga! And so you try to con- 
strue the symptoms in the direction ■ of these drugs. 
Gentlemen,' Jl^i$ i$ a delusion and a snare. If you 
thus deceive yourselves, smd then give a drug 
which is nan imally indicated, you will get a little’'' 
decdtful pf :miiid for a few hours but no 

IW" ■ 
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good to your patient. In these, as in all cases in 
life, look the truth right in the face, meet it 
squarely, and "do your level best!” You will 
find, perhaps, that not Belladonna nor Bryonia nor 
Cimicifuga is indicated, but Silicea clearly, and 
nothing else. Now you get uneasy. What ! Silicea 
a remedy for chronic diseases, for ulcers and 
abscesses — a drug of slow action I Can I dare to 
give it in this rapid-running and, if not aiTcsted, 
speedily fatal phlegmasia, even though it be well 
indicated? Yes, give it, nothing doubting; and 
it will henceforth rank high in your esteem. It 
is my opinion that drugs which cure in chronic 
diseases appear to be slow of action because the 
morbid processes in such diseases are slow, and 
vice versa. In other words, I believe that die 
duration of action of a drug depends not so much 
on some inherent positive quality of the drug as 
upon the rapidity with which the physiological 
(and hence the pathological) processes are accom- 
plished in .the tissues involved and acted upon, 
which are slow in chronic, and rapid in acute, dis- 
eases. We shall have occasion to recur to this 
subject. 

The value of Pulsatilla in measles having been 
mentioned, this is a suitable time to speak of 
another drug which, in its applicability to dus ^same 
fora of disease, is closely related t& Pulsatilla; I 
mean the Euphrasia officinalis. 

Moreover, the eminent va^e of Pulsadlla in 
certain forms of anaemia and amenorrhoea, mal^*^ 
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this, a proper place to treat of the Cyclamen 
Europaeum, which is near akin to Pulsatilla ^in its 
physiological effects. 

An immediate comparison of these drugs with 
their cognate, Pulsatilla, may bring sharply and 
clearly before your minds the resemblances and 
differences which constitute the elements of our 
decision in selecting or rejecting the remedy for a 
patient 

I shall proceed to treat of three drugs which, 
one in one point and others in other points, are 
related to Pulsatilla (but none of which is so well 
proved or so frequently called for in practice 
as that polychrest), — Cyclamen, Euphrasia and 
Allium cepa. 

The Cyclamen Europaeum, or Sow-bread, 
although no longer contained in the pharmaco- 
pceia of the allopaths, was extensively used in 
medicine by the ancients. Their descriptions of its 
properties are vague enough, but it is remarkable 
that they ascribe to it a power to affect the uterus 
and its appendages — which ascription was not 
physiologically verified until the most recent prov- 
ings, which were made by members of the Aus- 
trian society of homoeopathic physicians at Vienna. 
(Vol. ii.) 

It.tised to be considered that the root of Cycla- 
applied externally, hastened difficult labors, and 
assuaged the pains, Also, that to touch Cyclamen, 
,or take ft internally, would produce abortion, dif 
brinig op piematute labor. In Icssi ancient tiihefe it 
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was used as a remedy for amenorrhoea, and likewise 
promote the expulsion of the placenta. 

Our knowledge of the physiological action of 
Cyclamen is probably quite incomplete. I can 
offer no complete analysis of its effects. It was 
proved by Hahnemann and his pupils (Materia 
Medica Pura, vol. v.), and again by the Vienna 
society (2eitschrift des Vereins, etc., voL ii.). 


SPECIAL ANALYSIS. 

Sensorium. The sensorium is benumbed, the 
mind becomes inactive ; lassitude and drowsiness 
oppress the prover, and yet he does not sleep inor- 
dinately. The memory is somewhat impaired ; 
there is no disposition to mental labor. Cyclamen 
produces dizziness, which is perceived when one is 
standing still, and even when leaning the head 
against a support. It seems as if the brain were 
moving within the cranium, or as it does when 
one is riding in a wagon with the eyes closed. 
Objects move in a circle, or oscillate before the 
eyes. It is worse toward evening, and even is 
troublesome in bed, feeling as if the head were 
revolving. It is worse when one walks in the 
open air, is better in the room and when sitting. 

Note the resemblances to Pulsatilla and the 
differences. The vertigo is worse in the afternoon 
and evening, as are Pulsatilla symptoms generally. 
But it is worse in the air and when in mpfibn, 
and better m the room, and when sitting qui<^dy^ 
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just the reverse of Pulsatilla in both of these con- 
ditions — air and motion. Confusion of the head 

9 

and depressed feeling. Despondency, with irritation. 

Head. The pains in the head are chiefly of a 
drawing, sticking^ or pressing character. Some- 
times they pass from one side to the other, some- 
times from the front to the back part of the head, 
but this is rare. They are located chiefly in the 
front part of the head, a stitching headache in the 
left temple being a strongly marked symptom. 
The semi-lateral character of the headache is 
marked, it occupies one side of the head or the 
other, the left temple being the seat of the pr.in 
almost always. In this Cyclamen resembles Spi- 
gelia, but the Spigeli|i pains involve tlie globe of 
the eye. Ignatia, Thuja and Silicea, among others, 
have semi-lateral headaches. 

The pain is worse in the afternoon and evening. 
It is accompanied, . when severe, by dimness of 
vision, or almost complete obscuration of sight ; it 
is also accompanied by a sense of heat in the 
head, and this and the pain are relieved by the 
application of cold water. 

The obscuration of vision accompanying the 
headache, when considered in connection with the 
pale complexion, rings about the eyes, depraved 
appetite and enfeebled digestion, and menstrual 
irregularities of Cyclamen, appears to be only a 
functicmal disturbance ; but it is one which poin^ 
to its tis^‘ in CiiKtain forms of anaemia in women. 

, Eyes. The eyes look dull, lie deep, and have 
blup rii^s auround them. The pupils contract and 
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dilate alternately every few seconds. Dilatation is 
the more permanent condition. Glittering, as of a 
multitude of needles before the eyes. Obscured 
vision in all degrees, from the semblance of a cloud 
before the eyes to absolute (though transient) 
blindness. “ It grows black before the eyes.” 
Where there appears no obscuration, the strength 
of vision seems to be impaired. 

It remains for clinical experience to show us 
the full significance of these symptoms and what 
relation they bear to diseases of tlie eyes attended 
by histological changes.* 

Ears, Roaring and noises especially at night 
Earache with the headache. 

Nose. The semse of sm^l is blunted. Sneez- 
ing and profuse coryza. Frequent and forcible 
sneezing, with itching in the ear. Frequent but 
not copious epistaxis. 

Face. The face is pale, but the cheeks are the 
seat of circumscribed redness and heat. Eruption 
on the face ; many papules which often become 
filled with yellowish-white serum and then dry up; 
they are more abundant on the forehead. 

Mouth. Much tenacious mucus in the mouth. 
Fauces red. Increased salivation. The diminution 


•The sense of vision seems 
to be markedly modified, the 
pupils being greatly dilated, and 
the sight obscured even to abso- 
lute blindness; but it is to be 
noticed that these symptoms 
always accompany the symptoms 


of gastric disturbance and the 
headache, and they are unques- 
tionably sympathetic with titese 
affections, and are not idiopathic 
eye symptoms. [Taken from 
another paper on 
H. E. K. a] V 
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of the sense of taste in Cyclamen probably is 
closely related to the alteration of the mucous 
secretions of the buccal surface, Natrum muriati- 
cum has complete loss of taste without such altera- 
tion, but coinciding with coryza. This coincidence 
is characteristic of it. 

Tongue covered with a white coat, red at the 
tip, with several small vesicles which burn when 
she speaks or chews ; salivation being abundant 

Taste. Pappy taste. The sense of taste is 
blunted; almost all food tastes alike (or is alike 
tasteless) ; nausea and bitter , taste. The white- 
coated tongue, flat pappy taste, aversion to fat 
and to bread and butter, remind us strongly of 
Pulsatilla. But the ^version to food after eating 
but little (although the first mouthful were enjoyed) 
and the great thirst, are different from the Pulsa- 
tilla symptoms. 

Appetite. Diminished. Or good appetite, but 
one becomes satisfied after eating but little. Sud- 
den satiety. Aversion to various articles of food, 
to bread and butter, to fat, and to meat Great 
thirst ; increased, even excessive thirst. Little or 
no thirst 

Stomach. The digestion is weakened ; yet there 
js little or no change in the organic substance, 
although- we might infer that a tendency to a 
change ht the blood composition, similar to that 
■ in chlorosis, might result fi*om a more thorough 
prwingl Eructations of a fatty taste and smelPf 
nausea, and accumulation of water in the mouth; 
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eructations tasting of the food last eaten. Nausea, 
.with headache, vertigo, seeing of colors and double 
vision. The nausea is relieved by lemonade, as is 
also that of Pulsatilla, from . fat food, especially 
pork. Oppression, as from too copious a meal. 
All of these symptoms are worse in the evening. 
Pressure and distention in the region of the stom- 
ach. Vomiting of -mucus, after which sleep. There 
is much qualmishness and semi-nausea, as after eat- 
ing fat food, with chilliness and depression of spirits. 

Hypocfiondria. Stitches in the liVer, and stitch- 
ing pain in the intestines below the liver. 

Abdomen. P'ullness in the abdomen, distention 
by much flatus. Rumbling, with pain and nausea. 
The hypogastrium is very tender to pressure. 

Stool. Much disposition to stool, 'renewed even 
after evacuation. While the rectum symptoms, 
tenesmus, etc., resemble those of Pulsatilla, the 
stool differs. 

Stool first normal, then liquid, light yellow. 
Evacuation forcible, as if shot out Diarrhoea 
yellow, pappy or watery, preceded by pipching 
pain in the abdomen. Pressure upon the rectum 
and anus, with itching, burning, and discharge of 
blood. Diarrhoea renewed by coffee. 

Urinary Organs. Frequent copious discharge, 
of whitish urine, stitching in the Urethra, and 4^k- 
red urine. Scanty urine. 

Sexual Organs. Men. Gians and prepuce sor& 

Women. Menses too profuse and too frequent, 
with severe labor-like pains. Discharge dotted,. , 



CYCLAMEN EUROPIUM. 


89 


and black, and membranous. Cyclamen differs 
entirely from Pulsatilla. Instead of being scanty 
and retarded, the menses are too profuse and 
anticipate, while at the same time many constitu- 
tional symptoms are the same as those of Pulsatilla. 

In the mammcE, a watery secretion, resembling 
milk, which leaves on the linen spots like a weak 
solution of starch. It flows spontaneously and can 
be pressed, from the breast. This discharge fol- 
lowed and relieved a sense of fullness and tension 
and stitching -in the mammie, which were larger 
than natural, and felt as if a stream of air from 
the stomach and abdomen had been passing out 
through the nipples. 

Thorax. Dyspnoea, oppression. Great lassitude ; 
feeling as if she had not strength enough to draw 
a full breath. Pressure on the sternum. Stitches 
here and there in the chest. Palpitation of the 
heart Irritated heart action. Pulse at first accel- 
erated and double, then quiet and very weak; 

Bach Drawing down th,e spine. 

In the right side, in the region of the kidney, 
a deep pinching dull stitch, recurring every few 
seconds, worse on inspiration, which indeed is 
almost prevented by the violence of the pain. 

’ In the glutaeus maximus (left) rheumatic draw- 
ing extending to the sacrum. Drawing in the 
sacrum. Stiff neck. Tearing over the scapula, with 
paralyzed feeling in the arm. 

Uj^per. Extremities, Paralytic hard pressufSCf 
feeling as if it were in the periosteum and deep 
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in the muscles, extending into the fingers and pre- 
venting writing. Painful drawing in the inner sur-- 
faces of the elbow and the wrist. Spasmodic, slow 
contraction of the thumb and -index ; it needs force 
to extend them again. Pricking itching as from 
needles between the fingers, relieved by scratching. 
Numbness in the right hand. 

Lower Extremities. Cramp-like pain in the 
thighs. Numbness. Soreness of the heels and 
toes. 


GENERAL ANALYSIS. 

As regards functional activities. Cyclamen de- 
presses the sensorium, as we have seen, producing 
confusion, vertigo, lassitude. . Vision is enfeebled, 
and, for tlie time, under certain circumstances, sus- 
pended. Digestion is retarded and enfeebled, the 
taste blunted, appetite soon and suddenly satiated, 
desires for food unnatural and restricted, thirst 
increased. The activity of the large intestine and 
of the female sexual system seems to be increased, 
diarrhtea and menorrhagia resulting. The organic 
substance is modified in so far as that diarrhoea is 
produced, the menstrual flow is increased, hastened, 
and changed to a dark, lumpy mass. The skin,* 
too, is the .seat of a vesicular or pustular erup^on, 
itching, but relieved by scratching-^ this chiefly in 
the face. The scalp itches, the itching ceases on 
scratching, but immediately recurs in another place; 
the itching is a fine stitching or biting sensatiim./ 
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The fever, in so far as fever is produced by 
Cyclamen, is partial in all its stages. Chill pre- 
dominates. The heat occurs at evening, and is 
without thirst. 

Sleep is restless. It is hard to fall asleep in 
the evening. One goes to sleep late, has vivid 
dreams, wakens early, before day-break, but is veiy 
tired ; lies ^wake, cannot sleep again, yet even at the 
usual hour for rising cannot get up because of lassi- 
tude and weakness. The pains, which -ceased during 
sleep, re-appear soon after waking. This is different 
from the sleep of Pulsatilla, which begins late but 
is sound, and the patient sleeps till late in the 
morning. It is different from Nu.\ vomica, which 
has early evening sleep. Sulphur has no sound sleep. 

The peculiarities of Cyclamen are found in the 
fact that so many* of the symptoms of various parts 
of the body, as for example the digestive and the 
female sexual organs, are accompanied by the 
semi-lateral headache (in the left temple) with 
nausea, vertigo and obscuratiorf of sight, the face 
being^ pale and the eyes sunken. 

The aggravations are at . night and when at 
rest ; from eating fat food, and while reposing. 
Ameliorations when moving. 

If^ now, we compare this record, scanty as it 
is, with , symptomatology of Pulsatilla, we are 
Strudk wilii the resemblance. The gastric symp- 
totns are almost identical. 

We have the same white-coated tongue, the 
sam e jin^lmjahnesa and disgust for food, especially 
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fat food, the same absence of thirst and of febrile 
excitement, the same sympathy of the sensorium, 
eyes and head with these gastric symptoms. The 
peculiarities of the affections of the head and eyes 
are different, to be sure, from those of Pulsatilla ; 
for Cyclamen produces semi-lateral headaches and 
absolute blindness, while the blindness of Pulsatilla 
is incomplete and only momentary, and the head- 
ache equi-lateral. But this very difference is a 
matter of congratulation, for there is a prospect 
that one or the other will cover most of the cases 
of sick headache and megrim that come before us 
for treatment. 

But a large majority of such cases are the 
concomitants, if not the consequences, of menstrual 
irregularities, chiefly amenorrhoea, for they gener- 
ally occur in women. 

Now, you will have taken notice that in giving 
a summary of the action of Cyclamen just now, I 
said nothing- whatever of its effects on ’the sexual 
organs of women. 

What a pity, one cannot help exclaiming, that 
it does not act on these organs and affect their 
functions, for if it did, there could hardly be im- 
agined a more admirably homoeopathic remedy for 
the megrim that attends irregular menstruation. 
Failing such action, we might hardly be warranted 
in giving it. But does it not act on these organs 
and modify these functions? Hahnemann did not 
know that it di4 nor did his pupils. How coul4 
any one know? Only by the drug being piiaved 
by women on them^yes! . , ’ 
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No Other form of proving, no other mode of 
investigation could give us this desired knowledge. 

Not, therefore, until under the auspices of the 
Vienna Society, veiy imperfect provings were made 
by women, had we a knowledge of the fact that 
Cyclamen does indeed cause scanty menstruation, 
indeed, cause absolute amenorrhcea, with megrim 
and loss of vision. 

The only clinical indications for Cyclamen that 
I shall draw your attention to just now, follow 
directly from what has been said. 

It promises to be, and has approved itself, a 
remedy of great value in those forms of menstrual 
irregularity v^hich are attended by megrim and 
blindness. 

In gastric disorders, the symptoms of which 
resemble those already described, and for which 
Pulsatilla seems to be the suitable remedy, but 
whet^ the headache is semi-lateral rather than gen- 
eral, Cyclamen is likely to be of service. 

The remarks which havQ been made on the 
subject of our knowledge of the action of Cycla- 
men on the organism of women, lead directly to a 
subject of exceeding importance to all women who, 
in studying the profession of medicine, aim to be 
not merely apprentices to an art' by the exercise 
of whieh they can make a living, but also, and 
more than this, students of a science fraught with 
blessings to the race, a portion of eternal truth, a 
science which it is the mission of the human rate 
to e}$bora|e and make perfect, — each student doing 
his or her appropriate work, and having a place 
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to fill and a function to perform, indispensable to 
the perfection of the task. 

Is it the ambition of any one of you to study 
science in this spirit ? Will you work for a Uving, 
then die, and leave no sign ? Or do you aim so 
to order your professional career .that, while you 
gain an honorable livelihood by honorable toil, you 
may yet, wlien you pass away, leave science the 
richer for some facts or some generalization ; 
adorned by some memorial of a life honorable to 
your art, which is eternal, as well as to your own 
ephemeral personality ? 

At the same time that you, in common with 
all students, may cherish this honorable ambition,, 
do you more particularly, as women, desire to vin- 
dicate your enterprise in exploring the paths of 
medical science hitherto untrodden by your sex? 
Are you willing to enter upon a path of scientific 
investigation and research which the feet of <nan 
can never tread, the results of which, while they 
splendidly justify you in entering on the study of 
medicine, shall confer blessings unspeakable on 
that half of the .race which is of your own sex, 
and thus on the whole race ? 

To those who are thus minded,' to those women 
who can do for .women what men have done for 
men, and Avould have doije for women had it jbeen 
within their power, I will indicate the way of self- 
sacrifice which ends in honor. 

All the facts stated in these lectures concerning 
the action of drugs <m the human organism fern: 
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been derived from grovings of drugs on the 
healthy subject. Although tliose provings have 
been extensively and accurately . made only by 
homoeopathicians, yet their necessity is urged and 
admitted by the leading authorities of every school 
of medicine. 

The principle is this : We learn how a drug 
affects the healthy organism, and from this action 
we judge, according to a law of cure, what effect 
it would have upon a sick person. 

Now, we have seen that drugs act differently 
upon different living organisms. We may not infer 
from the action of drugs upon animals their action 
upon man, because the organs of animals differ 
from Aose of man. Neither, then, may we infer 
from the action of drugs upon men their action 
upon women ; more particularly as regards the 
action upon those organs which distinguish women 
from men. 

Here, then, I find a worthy and an indispensable 
work for women who are educated pliysicians, as 
worthy and no less indispensable than that of men. 

Claim, if you please, for women an equal right 
with men to practice medicine and make money, I 
adqiit their right and would give them fair play, 
but 1 do not see any necessity, except it reside in 
their own desires and impulses. But as regards 
the work of perfecting the sciences of physiology 
abd jpadtology and materia medica, I see so great 
%nec«a^ty f^r women to devote themselves to^sthe 
investigation and experiment, diat I 
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should never cease to urge on them such a devo- 
tion of their gifts and of themselves, .for the sake 
of science and of their own fellow-women whom 
this devotion would make science so much more 
potent to relieve ! 

I care not so much to shield women from what 
is called the rude attendance of rough men in the 
sick-room ; but I do desire that women should 
prove drugs and ascertain their effects on the 
healthy, and what sicknesses they will cure, so that 
the medical attendant on sick women, whether he 
be man-doctor or woman-doctor, may know what 
drug to give and how to cure ! 

This is a mission which none but medically 
educated women can fulfill. 

The students of our colleges and hospitals arc 
all engaged, anti arc wont to engage, in drug 
provings. Will you do as much for your sex as 
men do for theirs ? Will you engage in proving 
drugs ? The mouths of those who rail against 
women’s medical colleges would be effectually 
closed could we place in their hands an exhaustive 
proving by women of such a drug as Murex, or 
Cyclamen, or Caulophyllum ! 

The problem in drug proving is simply to 
ascertain the specific individual effects of the drug 
upon the healthy organism of the proven 

In order to get only the specific effects, uncom- 
plicated w'ith the generic effects, the prover miist 
begin with very small doseS> until the measure of 
his or her susceptibility has been gauged. • 
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In order to be sure that the symptoms noted 
are in reality the effects of the drug experimented 
on, the prover must be always on the watch to 
discriminate between such effects and sensations to 
which he or she may be constitutionally subject; 
or the effects of unusual exertions, of changes in 
diet, of exposure to physical, mental or moral 
excitement or depression. 

The symptoms of mind and disposition should 
be carefully noted. 

The conditions of symptoms, viz. • the times 
and circumstances when and under which symp- 
toms are aggravated or ameliorated should be 
most carefully noted. 

Also the relations of symptoms to each other. 

Inasmuch as changes in different organs in the 
body occur with very different degrees of rapidity, 
the prover should not hastily repeat doses, nor 
change the drug he is proving, nor relax the vigi- 
lance of his self scrutiny. For, though symptoms 
of the mind, or stomach, or lungs, may occur very 
soon after taking a dose of tlie drug, on the other 
hand, symptoms of the skin, bones and glands, 
may not occur for weeks or months. 

I should recommend the proving of Murex 
purpurea as a drug that promises to be very use- 
ful, and would advise the provers to begin with 
the sixth dilution, taking a three-drop dose every 
nig^t for four nights, and then awaiting results for 
a week. The class of provers may report progreis 
every week. 

n .— 8 
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EYLBRIGIIT. 

E uphrasia officinalis, or “ Eyebright," is an 
' annual, belonging to the family Scrophttlariacco’, 
It is comm6n in northern Europe and in England, 
and is found in the northern United States. The 
Latin, as well as the English name, shows this 
plant to have had popularly ascribed to it healing 
virtues in diseases of the eye, Milton and Shen- 
stonc both speak of it as a wcl'-known eye 
remedy. Since the year iioo A. I), it has been 
mentioned as such in medical works. But, within 
fifty years, .since it has become the fashion to ignore 
the specific properties of drugs, and to base pre- 
scriptions directly upon physiological and patholog- 
ical hypotheses and the generic action of drugs, 
Euphrasia has been utterly neglected. Now, we 
may be sure that no substance ever gains, and for 
centuries maintains, over a whole continent, a high 
reputation for power to cure diseases of any organ, 
without there being something of solid foundation 
in fact for this reputation, whatever errors in 
degree, whatever absurdities in hypothetical expla- 



EUPHRASIA OFFICINALIS. 


99 


nation, may have grown up around this fact, and 
obscured and disfigured it. Hahnemann says that 
“it was not without reason that this plant received 
the name it bears,” and that “it has fallen into 
unmerited disuse in the present day.” 

The same may be said of our own day. You 
will hardly hear of Euphrasia at the Eye Infirmary 
or at the hospitals, and yet you will there hear of 
no single remedy that will promptly and completely 
cure so many cases of catarrhal ophthalmia and of 
keratitis as Euphrasia will. 

Our knowledge of the physiological properties 
of Euphrasia is derived from a proving of Hahne- 
mann and his pupils, and one by the Austrian 
Provers’ Society (Zeitschrift des Vercin, 1857). 
These provings are not very complete, or if com- 
plete they show that Euphrasia does not embrace 
in its sphere of action the whole circuit of the 
organs of the body. I shall speak chiefly of the 
symptoms produced by it on tlic eyes and the 
respiratory organs. 

The eyes appear to be affected in almost every 
part ; eminently, however, the conjunctiva, the 
cornea, the lachrymal gland and sac, and the 
special sense. (Whether or not the retina be 
organically affected we cannot say positively, from 
absence of physical inspection.) 

The conjunctiva is reddened, the vessels en- 
larged, the mucous secretion at first diminished but 
speedily increased, and so modified as to beconl^ 
semi-purulent in character. 
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As necessary concomitants of these physical 
conditions occur the following subjective symptoms; 
A sensation as if dust or sand were in the eyes; 
pressure and tension of the globe ; sudden and 
momentary obscuration of vision, relieved by wink- 
ing, and evidently caused by the presence of opaque 
mucus upon the surface of the cornea; and noc- 
turnal or rather rnorning agglutination of the lids. 
The secretion of tears is wonderfully increased in 
quantity, the eyes are constantly suffused ; the 
lachrymal duct does not suffice to carry away this 
excessive secretion (perhaps its calibre is dimin- 
ished through turgidity of its lining membrane), 
and the tears overflow upon the face and run 
down the cheek. 

The secretion of tears is not only increased in 
quantity; it is altered in character. The tears are 
very acrid, excoriating the lids, which swell and 
ulcerate on their margins, and causing inflamma- 
tion and even suppuration of that part of the cheek 
which is kept wet by them. 

It might be inferred from our knowledge of the 
natural history and course of ophthalmic disease, 
that where the globe of the eye is kept batlied in" 
muco-purulcnt secretion and with acrid tears, as is 
the case under the action of Euphrasia, softening 
and ulceration of the cornea would speedily ^ take 
place. We see this in cases of purulent ophth^mia, 
especially of a specific character.; and we see it in 
cases where this condition of the eye is provoke4>^ 
promoted or fostered by the constant injud|ciaus> 
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application of hot fomentations and poultices to the 
eye. 

From these facts it is a legitimate function of 
pathology which leads us to infer that the proving 
of Euphrasia would, if pushed further, develop 
ulcers of the cornea. 

Acting upon such an inference, or else guided 
only by the other symptoms of the case, homoe- 
opathic physicians early gave Euphrasia in cases 
of ulceration of the cornea; and the clinical record 
of its api>lication is long and brilliant. It has been 
very successfully used in ulcers, both superficial 
and deep ; and for the removal of obscurations and 
opacities of all grades. 

Ulceration of the cornea is found also in cases 
not marked by the conjunctivitis and profuse dis- 
charges here described — cases of keratitis, or, as 
it was formerly called, scrofulous ophthalmia. The 
conjunctiva is even unnaturally bloodless, and the 
globe of the eye has a pearly aspect. The palpe- 
bral conjunctiva alone may be congested, striated, 
or studded with granulations. In such cases, when 
the photophobia is excessive, Conium maculatum 
is a remedy of exceeding value. It will, where 
indicated, be found to cover the symptoms of the 
depraved nutrition and innervation of the patient. 

In other cases the lids are swollen and the 
set^r^lons more abundant than where Conium is 
indicated, and the photophobia excessive in the 
morning and fibrenoon, so that the child buries itit 
in <he pillow, while in the afternoon it wjll 
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use the eyes freely. In such case^ the general 
symptoms of the digestive tract and of the sleep 
almost always indicate Nux vomica* which cures 
the eyes as well, and very speedily. 

As regards the special sense it is both exalted 
— photophobia resulting in a very marked degree, 
the patient being unable to endure the light — . 
and it is perverted. The patient becomes very 
near-sighted. Again, the prover dreams of fire, 
lightning, flames, etc. Such dreams, if frequently 
repeated, are regarded as indications of deep-seated 
disease of the eye. 

The nasal mucous membrane is affected much 
as the conjunctiva is. It is swollen, and secretes 
an abundance of water, and, later, of a muco- 
purulent substance, with sneezing and some degree 
of dyspnoea. 

It is noteworthy that whereas the , discharge 
from the eyes is acrid, excoriating the lids and 
cheek, that from the nose is bland, not excoriating 
the alae nasi and lip. 

Exactly the reverse is true of the discharges 
produced by Allium cepa from the eye and nose 
respectively. The tears are bland w'hile the nasal 
discharge is acrid. This difference often serves to 
distinguish the indications of the two remedies. 

The mucous membrane of the throat and bron- 
chi is similarly affected. There is abundant mucous 
secretion, a loose cough, and a loud bronchial rile. 

One prover speaks of a “red rash” upon die . 
fece, produced by Euphrasia. 
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The fever is not of a high grade. Chilliness 
predominates. 

Among the clinical indications for Euphrasia 1 
mention first, catarrhal ophthalmia ; in fact, any 
inflammatory state of the eye which is characterized 
by congestion of the conjunctiva, or great photopho- 
bia conjoined with excessive lachrymation, the tears 
being acrid. Beside' helping in these cases, it often 
removes chronic opacities; and it is said to have 
cured several cases of cataract. It is my belief that 
these chronic cases, which. Euphrasia cured, once 
presented (viz., in their acute stage) the symptoms 
above described as indicating Euphrasia. And this 
statement of my belief induces me to call your 
attention to a mode of prescribing for certain 
chronic conditions which present no symptoms 
whatever to indicate a remedy. The method is to 
prescribe for the acute malady in which these 
chronic conditions originated. It can only be done 
when we can get a clear and trustworthy picture 
of the acute affection as it oqce really existed. As 
a striking illustration of this method of selecting a 
remedy, I. venture to refer to a cure of deafness,* 
reported by myself in the “ American Homoeopathic 
Review,” voL i., and which I may add was a per- 
manent cure. (1868.) 

Certain cases of measles present chiefly eye- 
symptoms, Rnd these of such a character as to 
call to mind the symptpms of Euphrasia. Con- 

* ^'Dtajfaettcined by Mezereum. See “ Homoeopathy the Science ^ 
of Therapeutics,” page. 462. 
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joined with eye-symptoms are more or less of nasal 
and bronchial catarrh, and these symptoms find 
their analogues in Euphrasia. 

As a matter of fact no less than of inference, 
Euphrasia is a remedy of prime importence in 
measles whenever the eye-symptoms are strongly 
pronounced as well as in ophthalmia, and is a valu- 
able remedy in simple nasal and bronchial catarrh. 



ALLIUM CEPA. 

THE COMMON RED ONION., 

W HY should not this peculiar and pungent 
vegetable, which contains notably phos- 
phorus and sulphur, and of which the juice, even 
in the form of vapor, acts so promptly and so per- 
suasively upon the conjunctiva and the Schneiderian 
membrane — why should it not produce physio- 
logical symptoms, and prove useful as a remedy? 

Dr. C. Hering, of Philadelphia, to whom our 
materia medica owes so much of matter and of 
light, published a proving ol’Cepa in his "Ameri- 
kanische Arzneipriifungen, 1857.” The symptoma- 
tology is preceded by a most interesting resume of 
the history of Cepa. I propose to give a summary 
only of the action of Cepa upon the conjunctiva and 
the Inspiratory mucous membrane. 

Biting and burning in the eyes with abundant 
secretion of tears ; the eyes are constantly suffused 
witli ten. . The burning is particularly felt in the 
margins of the i^ds. The tears are bland, not acri 4 
and do not scald the lid or cheek. 
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Under Euphrasia, on the contrary, the tears are 
acrid, while the nasal discharge is bland. 

Coryza. Discharge from the nose watery; it 
drops from the tip of the nose. There is much 
sneezing, especially in coming into a warm room. 
It is worse in the evening. 

Arsenic has sneezing in the cool air, after leav- 
ing a warm room ; and its coryza is not attended 
by the laryngeal symptoms of Cepa. The coryza 
of Natrum muriaticum is characterized by entire 
loss of taste.* 

The nasal discharge of Cepa is very acrid, 
excoriating the upper lip, which becomes red and 
very sensitive. 

Mercurius produces an acrid nasal discharge, 
but it is not so limpid, does not drop, and it 
excoriates the alai nasi and columna, rather than 
the lip. 

Along with this coryza there are roughness and 
rawness of the fauces and of the trachea. There 
is cough, dry iind hoarse, or rough,^ provoked by a 
tickling in the larynx behind the pomum Adami. 
It is characteristic of Cepa that when in obedience 
to this tickling provocation the patient coughs, 
there results an extremely painful, splitting sensa- 
tion in the larynx, as though that apparatus would 
be rent asunder by the effort of coughing. This 
pain makes the patient wince and . crouch, and 
brings tears to the eyes. No other drug produces 
this splitting in the larynx from cough in conjunc- 
tion with acrid coryz^ 
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The trachea /eels rough and raw, and there is 
some dyspnoea, together with feverish heat and 
some acceleration of the pulse. 

Prescribing in accordance with the above indica- 
tions, I once succeeded in removing in the space 
of a few hours what I judged from physical 
exploration to be an extensive very recent conges- 
tion of the lungs, resulting from exposure to a 
cold north-west wind immediately after prolonged 
and violent muscular exertion. 



MATRICARIA CHAMOMILLA. 

'"F'HE name of this medicinal plant is derived 
A from matrix, because of the specific action 
supposed by the ancients to be exerted by it on 
the uterus. , 

It was used by the ancients, by whom likewise 
and for similar reason the njune Parthenion was 
given to it , 

Culpeper says of it : “ Venus commands this 
herb, and has commended it to succour her sisters; 
and to be a general strengthener of wombs ; and 
to remedy such infirmities as a careless midwife 
has there caused.” 

It is found in most parts of Europe, in corn- 
fields, waste grounds and by road-sides. 

In medicine the whole plant is used; it is gathered 
when in flower, and the tincture is formed by express- 
ing tlie juice of the whole plant, gathered fresh, 
and mixing it with twenty parts of alcohol. 

By allopathic physicians the Anthemis nobilis 
has been substituted . for the Matricaria chamomiHi^ 
their properties beir\g assumi^ to be id^tical. 
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It is classed among the stimulant tonics. It 
contains an essential oil and a bitter principle. Its 
action is described as both stimulant and tonic. 

“In substance, or in a strong infusion, it pro- 
duces a sense of warmth in the stomach, and, it 
is said, some acceleration of the pulse. It expels 
flatus, improves the digestion, does not confine the 
bowels, and is alleged even to possess emmena- 
gogue virtues. In large doses it occasionally pro- 
duces vomiting, looseness of the bowels, pain, with 
fullness of the head ; and in certain idiosyncrasies 
it is even said to produce a sort of somnolent 
intoxication, with general depression and exhaust- 
ion ’’—Stilld, i, 557. 

Our knowledge of the positive properties of 
Chamomilla is derived from Hahnemann’s proving 
(Materia Medica Pura, iii., i). This has been sin- 
gularly corroborated within a few years by a prov- 
ing conducted by Prof. Hoppe, of Basle. 

Before proceeding to an analysis of the action 
of Chamomilla, it may not 1 e amiss to quote at 
some length from Hahnemann’s introduction to the 
proving. It is full of practical wisdom. 

“ This has been extensively used as a family 
medicine in complaints of all kinds, chiefly those 
that develop themselves rapidly. But physicians 
have held it too much in contempt, not consider- 
ing it as a medicine, but only as a popular remedy ; 
and allowing their patients to use it, in conjunc- 
tion with their prescriptions, in large handfuls, for 
infusion^ teas, etc., and for external applications^ 
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while, at the same time, they were giving internal 
medicines ; as if it were always a safe and salutary 
thing, never injurious, or at least quite unim- 
portant. * * * * * 

“Thus we may sec how far physicians have been 
blinded with regard to a plant belonging to a class 
of powerful medicines, when it was their duty to 
acquaint themselves thoroughly with its properties; 
not only that they might themselves make a wise 
and proper use of it, but put a stop to the gen- 
eral abuse, pointing out when good effects might 
be expected from it, and, on the other hand, when 
it should be avoided. 

“ But physicians have hitherto not fulfilled this 
duty : they have rather rivaled the public in pre- 
scribing or permitting the use of this powerful 
remedy in all cases, without distinction, and in 
doses of all degrees. 

“Yet. it requires a very little ray of sense to 
perceive that no medicine in the world can be 
proper for all diseases; that each one has its circle 
of benefit strictly defined, beyond which every 
powerful medicine like Chamomilla must, of course, 
exercise injurious action in proportion to its 
energy ; and therefore to avoid quackery the phy- 
sician ought to know previously when Chamomilla 
may be useful and when prejudicial; as also hovr 
to proportion the doses, that they may be rieither 
too powerful nor too weak. * * 

“In fact no medicine, however polychrest it 
may be, can be useful and salutary in a tenth past 
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of the existing diseases; neither can this preroga- 
tive belong to Chamomilla. But, admitting what 
is impossible, let us suppose it can cure a tenth 
part of the diseases of which mankind is Suscepti- 
ble, is it hot clear that if it is employed universally 
it must be injurious to the other nine-tenths ? Is 
it right to purchase success in one case to the 
injury of the other nine? What do you mean by 
injurious effects ? says the common practitioner ; I 
see none that depend on Chamomilla. Certainly, 

I reply, so long as you are ignorant of the effects 
so powerful a medicine is capable of producing in 
a healthy person, you cannot perceive it to be the 
source of the mischiefs that are caused by the 
manner in which you employ it. These evils you 
consider to belong to the disease itself, and you 
attribute them to the malignity of that disease, 
and thus you deceive yourself, while you are doing 
harm to your poor patients. 

“ But cast your eye upon the mirror which I 
hold up to you ; read the catalogue of the symp- 
toms produced by Chamomilla, and then, if you 
fall back into your daily sin, if you put no limit 
to your habitual use of this plant, see' how many 
among the apparent symptoms will be attributable 
to those belonging to Chamomilla, and judge of 
the diskless and pain that will be caused to the 
sick by the abuse of this .substance in those cases 
in which it, is not suitable, and when given in 
large doses." ' 

It may be remarked that the use of Chamo- 
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milla is not so universal now as it was when 
Hahnemann wrote ; but his observations apply with 
equal force to whatever drugs it may be the fashion 
to use in the same indiscriminate and reckless 
way. 


GENERAL ANALYSIS. 

I. On the Vi/a/ Force, the acting of Chamomilla 
is shown; 

In the fact that it exalts the general\ suscepti- 
bility, causing pains to be felt very keenly, ''’>so that 
a pain which might be supposed to be only moder- 
ately severe is, to the patient, intolerable. ^The 
disposition is impatient, intolerant, restless and very 
anxious. 

In the prostration of general muscular power and 
in the lassitude, exhaustion and disposition to syn- 
cope which Chamomilla produces ; in the peculiar 
modification of circulation which constitutes the 
fever of Chamomilla. This fever presents a com- 
pound of the features above described. Though 
marked by excitement and increased sensibility, it 
is, nevertheless, not a well-developed inflammatory 
fever. The prostration is likewise represented. 
The heat is partial, confined, for example, to one 
cheek, and is conjoined with prpfuse sweat of the 
head. The fever does not last long, hut often 
recurs. 

In the .jerkings of isolated muscles, and in 
spasms. , : 
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In the special perversions of functions excited 
in the nerves of sensation of various parts of the 
body, - and in the digestive and the urino-genital 
organs. 

2 , On the Qr^attiCi Substance, Chamomilla does 
not act so vigorously nor so deeply as one might 
suppose from the nervous excitement which it pro- 
duces. It acts: 

On the digestive canal, increasing and changing 
the secretions, and provoking accumulations of 
flatus. 

On the female genital organs, producing leucor- 
rhcea, increased menstruation, and uterine haemor- 
rhage. 

On the respiratory mucous membrane, increas- 
ing the secretion. 

On the skin, producing a miliary eruption on 
the cheeks, isolated papules and pustules, and an 
unhealthy disposition of the .skin, so that wounds 
do not readily heal, but become very painful. 

Periodicity is in so far a .property of Chamo • 
milla action, that the pains recur in the evening, 
and are much worse at night before midnight, 
becoming then intolerable. 

Peculiarity. It is a peculiarity of Chamomilla 
that the pains are aggravated by heat: it is thus 
among a minority of medicines. 

Hahnemann remarks that “a very small dose 
of Chamomilla seems to lessen very much exces- 
sive sensil|veiie6s to pain, and ^e effects which!^ 
pain fHXKluces on the mind. For this reason it 
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relieves many of the morbid symptoms produced 
by excessive use of coffee and of narcotic sub- 
stances : *and it is also less beneficial to those who 
remain patient and composed under their suffer- 
ings." 


SPECIAl. ANALYSIS. 

Scnsoriiint. Vertigo, even to falling, especially 
after eating and when talking ; or early in the 
morning on rising from the bed. Sometimes tlie 
vertigo is conjoined with a kind of syncope. 

The intelligence is benumbed, or blunted, and 
distracted ; not observant. In writing or talking 
the prover lets entire words and phrases drop. 

Headache is felt even during sleep. The heal 
is heavy. But the most frequent pains are tearing 
and drawing, generally anterior, and almost always 
semi -lateral. The same is true of all the pains, 
they are semi-lateral. 

Eyes. The pupils contract. 

The margins of the lids feel dry, yet there is 
morning agglutination. 

Pressure, heaviness and burning in the eyes. 
The conjunctiva is often deeply injected, without 
pain. 

The special sense is somewhat affected. The 
sight *is obscured, — there is a fluttering before tixe 
eyes. ‘ 

Ears. The tearing, which is a charact^stic 
symptom of Chamomilla, is felt in the ears^ some- 
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times also single stitches, especially on stooping, 
or a dull pressure. The ear seems stopped, and 
there is a buzzing or ringing in it 

Teeth. The affection of the teeth is a very 
prominent and characteristic action of Chamomilla, 
and has been turned to great practical account 
The toothache rages chiefly at night, is accompa- 
nied by swelling of the cheek, and generally 
comes on or is aggravated after eating and drink- 
ing, and particularly after warm drinks. The pain 
is paroxysmal, is a drawing or tearing pain, with 
stitches toward or into the ear. The toothache, 
like the headache, is semi-lateral. 

The ta;^te is slimy, sour or bitter. 

Appetite is extinguished. Food is repulsive. 

Frequently there are sour eructations ; and it 
is noteworthy that thereby whatever pains may be 
present are aggravated. 

After eating, a sensation of fullness, nausea, and 
distention of the abdomen. 

Nausea frequently occurs ; frequently early in 
the morning. 

Vomiting occurs .sometime.s, of food and bile. 

Painful pressure is felt in the stomach, epigas- 
trium and hypochondria, which sometimes embar- 
rasses respiration ; the pressure extends to the 
region of the heart (Not only applicable in gas- 
tralgia but also in certain forms of hepatitis, jf 

Flatus is generated- in abundance. It moves 
about with rumbling and griping and a pressui^. 
downward,) especially toward the inguin^ canal. 



Il6 MATRICARIA CHAMOMILLA. 

There are likewise intolerable pains in the 
abdomen, cutting, pinching or tearing; and particu- 
larly with a sensation as if the intestines were 
rolled up in a ball in the side of the abdomen. 

The stool is diarrhoeic, semi-fluid, sometimes 
yellow, sometimes green and watery, sometimes 
only white and slimy. It occurs most frequently 
at night, and is attended with cutting pains, which 
cause one to crouch together. It produces, like- 
wise, blind and sometimes bleeding haemorrhoids. 

Chamomilla produces a yellow, acrid leucor- 
rhoea. It causes also a uterine haemorrhage, the 
blood being generally coagulated and passed with 
severe labor-like pains. 

Before the menses there is produced a cutting 
cblic and drawing in the iliac region, with frequent 
pressure to pass water. 

The respiratory organs are, affected chiefly in 
their mucous membrane. 

The coryza is at first dry and obstructed ; then 
the discharge is scanty and moderately acrid. 
There is hoarseness, produced by a tenacious mucus 
in the larnyx and trachea, with an almost uninter- 
rupted tickling irritation, provoking a cough. 

Along with this there is a kind of dyspnoea 
from pressure on the thorax and pressure on the < 
sternum. • • 

'rtie mammary gland is affected. Indiiratiot^ 
ahd nodosities occur in it, which are painful to ffie 
touch, and have, besides, a tearing and bumi^ |iain. 

In the symptoms of die trunk we finfd; agaiff 
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the tearing and drawing pains of Chamomilla, 
worse at night 

From the lumbo-sacral region such pains extend 
into the thighs, like a kind of labor.-pains (hence 
its use for after-pains). 

Similar pains in the extremities, drawing and 
tearing, most violent at night, and seeming to 
have their seat in the ligaments and periosteum. 
They often extend from shoulder to finger, or from 
elbow to hand (and similarly in the lower extrem- 
ity), and are conjoined with a paralyzed or numb 
sensation. The arms often go to sleep ; there is a 
great disposition to cramps in the calves and in 
the toes. 

The hands and feet become cold and stiff ; and 
also at night the feet lose power, &o that when 
attempting to stand the limbs give way. 

Sleep. During the day there is great sleepi- 
ness with yawning, but at night slecple.ssness with 
anxiety, inability to remain in bed, with prattling 
delirium. 

Starting in sleep, weeping and complaints. Pain 
seems to be felt during the sleep. 

Fever. The fever is partial in all its stages. 
The heat predominates. The chill is not always 
mariced external (objective) coldness ; is attended 
by nausea, restl^sness and tossing; often by buniing 
heat of the head, or generally wit§ internal dry 
heat The heat is attended by thirst wd dry tongue^ 

Sweat is paurtial, chiefly at night, generally on. 
the ttppn* pact of the body. 
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The disposition is anxious, restless, impatienl^ 
intolerant of pain. There is easy starting, as if 
affrighted ; easy vexing ; irritability ; disposition to 
anger ; great sensibility to smells ; and intolerance 
of music. 


PRACTICAL APPLICATION. 

The symptoms of Chamomilla, while their pro- 
found action on the nervous system and the 
excitement they show to be produced in the circu- 
latipn, would lead us to expect benefit from Cliam- 
omilla in febrile affections, yet, nevertheless, show 
so little action upon the organic substance as to 
preclude the idea of relying on Chamomilla in 
parenchymatous inflammations,' or in any purely 
and strictly inflammatory affection. 

The fever is eminently one of irritation, and 
an attentive comparison of its phenomena with 
those which we observe at the bedside, will show 
its similarity to fevers arising from’ a more or less 
permanent physical source of irritation, such as is 
supplied by dentition, or by the irritation of indi- 
gestible foreign bodies in the intestines. 

The fever is partial; the nervous system is 
highly excited, and yet the sensorium is not per- 
verted ; pains are unreasonably intolerable ; the 
patient canndt long retain one position; heat 
aggravates the entire condition, and yet, withal, 
the muscular strength is prostrated ; twitdtiag and 
jerkings of isolated muscles occur, smd finafiy 
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eral clonic spasms come on. This action of Cham- 
omilla has led to its extensive and successful use 
in the diseases of dentition in infants. The diar- 
rhoea which it produces is similar to that which so 
frequently accompanies dentition. 

But dentition does not always so affect children 
that Chamomilla is indicated. 

If the child be restless, irritable, wanting always 
to be carried about in the nurse’s arms (muscular 
weakness), never content in one place, nor with 
anything that is done or said, one cheek red and 
hot,’ the other pale, with sweating head, hot mouth, 
tickling cough, green or yellow diarrhoea, with colic; 
with these, or most of these symptoms, but espe- 
cially the disposition above mentioned, then indeed 
Chamoihilla is indicated. But, if the disposition be 
mild and sluggish, the child disposed to be quiet, 
the bowels flatulent, to be sure, but costive, with 
frequent tenesmus, no matter if Chamomilla be 
recommended in forty books for dentition, give 
that child Nux vomica and cure it ! 

On the other hand, the fever may be really 
inflammatory, the pulse hard and full, and the sen- 
sorium excited with wild delirium, or dull and 
oppressed. In such cases we may expect to find, 
on searching, that organic disease of some vital 
organ has , set in, which must be sought and 
treated 

Chamomilla shows its adaptation to catarrhal 
^^ectioiis of eyes, ears, gastro-intestinal and 
^rino-g^it^ mucous membranes, and -to similar 
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afTections of the respiratory mucous membrane. 
The secretions are moderately increased and are 
somewhat acrid. 

For semi-lateral headaches, especially when they 
accompany otalgia, odontalgia or metrorrhagia, and 
when the disposition corresponds, Chamomilla is 
useful. 

There must always be intolerance of pain, 
aggravation at night, and aggravation by warmth. 
This applies to the toothache, earache, facial and 
cervical neuralgia, and to the abdominal colic, and 
distinguishes it from the symptoms of Colocynth, 
which are diminished by warmth. 

Chamomilla has been useful in bilious vomit- 
ings and in sub-acute hepatitis. 

In mucous diarrhoeas, frequent in summer, with 
abundant griping, yellow or yellow-green mucous 
stools, often produced by check of perspiration or 
crude food, it is a most valuable remedy. There 
is no great flatulence as in Colocynth, nor tenesmus. 

Its action in controlling metrorrhagia is attested 
by both allopathists and homoeopathicians. 

The discharge is paroxysmal, the blood dark 
and coagulated. 

In nasal and laryngeal catarrh its indications 
have already been pointed out 

As a remedy for after-pains Chamomilla enjoys 
considerable repute; likewise for certain forms 
dysmenorrhcea, where pain precedes the peiio<^ 
which nevertheless is abundant when it does 
(which distinguishes it from Sepia). 



MATRICARIA CHAMOMILIJ^. 


121 


Indurations in the mammary gland, with tearing, 
drawing pains, are often relieved by Chamomilla 
when other symptoms correspond. 

In some forms of rheumatism it has done good, 
the pains being drawing and tearing, worse at 
night and from warmth, and felt in the ligaments 
and in the periosteum. 



IGNATIA AMARA. 

STRYCHNOS IGNATIA. FABA SANCTI IGNATII. 

ST. Ignatius’ b^an. 

T he seed of a large tree, a native of the Phil- 
ippine Islands. It contains strychnine, and in 
poisonous doses its effects are regarded as identical 
with those of Nux vomica. 

The seeds are used in medicine. They are 
bruised and triturated. 

By allojjathic writers Ignatia is classed among 
the spinants, as acting exclusively upon the spinal 
cord. Containing strychnine, it is regarded as 
identical in action with Nux vomica. 

We shall see that, however great the similarity, 
there are yet great, and to us, as therapeutists, 
most valuable differences between these drugs. 
This is not the first Instance in which a superficial 
use of chemistry has led to error. 

general analysis. 

Much of what was said of Nux vomica is cftf-, 
tainly applicable also to IgnaCia. Yet it appears! 
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that Ignatia acts less than Nux vomica upon the 
organic substance of the body, producing appre- 
ciable, changes in the tissues, and much more 
exclusively upon the vital power. 

Upon the vital power its action is not so much 
exalting or depressing, although in certain organs 
each of these varieties of action is distinguishable ; 
but rather disturbing, destroying the harmony of 
action between different portions of the organism, 
perverting the co-ordination of functions. Thus,' 
where we find heat of the body, and should anti- 
cipate such a condition of the nervous system as 
would make cool air agreeable, the contrary condi- 
tion obtains ; where we . should, from the fever 
existing, expect thirst, we find none, and vice 
versa. The great sensitiveness of the surface, 
instead of being aggravated by contact and by 
pressure, is relieved by it, etc., etc. 

Now, it would seem as though such results 
from provings might be fanciful, were they not 
corroborated by too many Witnesses to admit of 
the idea being entertained. 

And yet, singular as this state of things is, it 
finds its analogy in the natural history of disease. 
For if you analjze the phenomena of hysteria, you 
will find this “perversion qf the ceJ-ordination of 
functions” to be the fundamental principle of the 
malady. And of all our remedies none so com- 
pletely corresponds to hysteria, and so often cu^es 
h;; as I|fnatia. 

• In the words of Dr. Wurmb the whole charac- 
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ter of Ignatia may be expressed in two words: 
“ Entgcgengesetzte nebenbeschwerden’* 

Accessory or concomitant phenomena which are 
contradictory to or inconsistent with each other. 

SPECIAL ANALYSIS. 

Head. The headache of Ignatia is aggravated 
by talking or listening or paying close a‘fcntion to 
anything, but not by independent mental action. 
It is a sensation of heaviness, as if congested, 
relieved by stooping and leaning forward, not 
therefore a real congestion (here is a contradic- 
tion). 'fhere is sometimes a semi-lateral throbbing, 
sometimes a throbbing over the orbits. 

The most characteristic pain is that as if a nail 
were driven into the head. It is generally in the 
parietal or vertical region. Thuja has a similar 
pain in the occiput. This calls to mind the clavus 
hystericus, in which Ignatia is very useful. 

Eyes. The affection of the conjunctiva is mod- 
erate. There is but little congestion. On the 
contrary, photophobia is sometimes intense, though 
capricious. 

The vision is affected in this way: on one side 
of the axis of vision is observed a zigzag, white 
flickering. 

Ears. Ringing and noises in the ears are 
observed. ' n 

Face, The muscles of the face and the tips 
often twitch and are convulsed. - , : 
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Teeth. It is noted of the Ignatia toothache 
that though it consists chiefly in a soreness and 
tenderness of the teeth, it is felt more in the inter- 
val between meals than when eating. (Another 
contradiction.) 

Throat. The sore throat of Ignatia, which is 
a sticking sensation, is felt more when swallowing 
than when the throat is at rest. 

Tlie digestive organs are much modified in 
action. The mouth is full of mucus. The taste is 
flat; food has a bitter, repulsive taste. There are 
fanciful aversions to special articles of food. There 
is sometimes craving for a particular article, and 
then, after a small portion has been taken with 
great enjoyment, a sudden and great aversion to it 

Frequent regurgitation of food and of a bitter 
liquid. Vomiting at night of food taken • in the 
evening. Empty retching relieved by eating. 
(Contradiction.) 

Distention of the abdomen after eating. Sour 
eructations. Salivation copious, frothy, sour. Hic- 
cough. 

In the region of the stomach great emptiness 
and qualmishness and weakness, with a flat taste 
in the mouth. Characteristic. 

(The above three paragraphs are very important, 
aj^lying to vomiting in pregnancy.) 

There are sticking and soreness in the epigas- 
tiitim, tmd moderate flatus, with cutting and gripii^g. 

“Hiej smd is but little affected. There is a'’ 
tendettcy to frequent but scanty stool, as in Nux 



126 


IGNATIA AMARA. 


vomica ; but Ignatia acts less on tlie substance of 
the rectum and more on its nerves. Thus in the 
rectum we have a distressing contraction and con- 
striction of the sphincter, most painful after a stool, 
and when walking and standing, and relieved by 
sitting. (Contradiction.) 

These are very important symptoms ; violent 
stitches shooting from the rectum upward and 
forward into the abdomen. Along with these 
soreness, constriction and blind or bleeding haemor- 
rhoids, worse after a stool. 

Besides these symptoms of haemorrhoids and of 
proctalgia, itching and creeping at the anus indi- 
cate the presence of ascarides. 

The cliief symptoms of the urinary system are 
an increased secretion of clear, lemon-colored urine. 
(HystcricL) • . 

Menstruation is too frequent and too copious, 
and for this > state of thing.s, other symptoms cor- 
responding, Ignatia is a remedy. 

Respiratory Organs. With regard to the r^pi-. 
ratory organs, besides the itching of the nose and 
disposition to ulceration around the anterior nares, 

I call attention only to the cough. 

This is characteristic of Ignatia. It arises from 
a feeling of constriction in the trachea or larynx, 
as if drawn together, then a tickling as if .feather 
dust were in the throat ; the cough is dry, violent, 
shattering; the shocks come in quick succession; 
the tickling irritation is not relieved by coug^ng. 
On the contrary, it becomes worse die long^ die ; 
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patient coughs, and is only relieved by a resolute 
suppression of the cough. (A marked contradiction, 
this!) The cough occurs chiefly in the evening, 
after lying down. This cough is unlike that of 
any other drug ; the contradiction is the character- 
istic feature. 

There is occasional spasmodic dyspnoea. 

In the trunk various tearing pains, and lassitude. 

There are jerkings and twitchings in the ex- 
tremities, especially after tying down at night, and 
startings when just falling asleep. 

Sleep is sometimes deep and irresistible, some- 
times the patient is wakeful. It is disturbed by 
dreams. 

The fever is partial in all its stages. The 
peculiarity of the chill is that it is relieved by 
external heat, and that it is accompanied by exces- 
sive thirst; whereas the fever, which is partial, is 
not attended by thirst. (Contradiction.) 

The symptoms of the mind are most important 
Ansiiety, as though something terrible had hap- 
pened; he cannot speak because of it. Hurry, 
fearfulness, terror, alternating with irresolution and 
inertness. Fixed ideas; the prover sits, still and 
broods over thoughts and griefs. 

, PRACTICAL APPLICATION. 

tgnatia is indicated : 

..I, Wh^ the bad effects of anger, of grieC 
and soddoi mental shocks produce still grief. 
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or a disposition to brood over sorrow instead of 
giving way. But when these emotions and shocks 
make the patient supercilious or crazy, give Pla- 
tina ; when boisterous and wild, Belladonna 

2. In convulsions. In epileptic attacks, with 
consciousness ; in convulsions from grief ; froHji den- 
tition ; from labor, when without fever or cerebral 
congestion ; not, therefore, where Hyoscyamus or 
Belladonna is required. 

3. In intermittent fever, when there is chill with 
thirst or fever without. Distinguished from Ipecac- 
uanha, Eupatorium, Rhus toxicodendron. 

4. In dyspepsia, for weakness in the epigastrium. 

5. In proctalgia, after the stool ; it i > distin- 
gui-^hed by stitches up into the abdomen ; it is not 
indicated in fissure of the anus, which calls for 
Nitric acid and Plumbum. 

6. For hxmorrhoids after labor. 

7. For ascarides. 

8. - For the vomiting of pregnancy, if appetite, 
salivation, copious lemon-colored urine, etc., be 
present, and clavus hystericus. 

9. In spasmodic cough. Note the sensation ot 
constriction felt in the rectum artd in the trachea. 

Ignatia has a general correspondence to hys- 
teria : to the ferm characterized by a mental 
character, which is mild, gentle, yielding though 
whimsical (else it were not hysteria), and intro- 
verted. There is another form represented by 
Platina, which drug will be the subject of tihe 
next lecture. 



PLATINA. 

T he physical and chemical properties and reac- 

# tions of this metal are described from another 
chair. 

It finds no place in the Pharmacopoeia of 
England cr the United States. 

Trousseau and Pidoux cite a few vague and 
indecisive experiments upon animals and men with 
double Chloride of Platina and Sodium by Dr. 
Hcefer in 1840, and therapeutic experiments by 
the same physician, who proposed to substitute 
Platina for Gold and for Mercury in the treatment 
of secondary and of primary syphilis and syphilitic 
rheumatism. 

Our knowledge of the action of Platina is 
derived exclusively from a • proving, by Stapf and 
Gross, two pupils of Hahnemann. It wa.s first 
published in one of the earlier volumes of the 
“ Archiv fiir die Homoeopathische Heilkunst.” 

For medical use, chemically pure Platina is 
dissolved in aqua regia. Into this solution a 
polished steel rod is plunged. The chloride is 
decomposed, and the resulting metallic Platina is 
11.^10 
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precipitated in the form of a fine dust upon the 
surface of the rod. It is carefully washed to free 
it from the acid, and. is then triturated according 
to the rules of the homoeopathic pharmacy. 

The action of Platina is exerted, in the most 
marked and peculiar manner, upon the mind and 
disposition ; upon the second and third branches of 
the tri-facial nerve ; and upon the sexual organs of 
women. 

It acts, like Ignatia, much more upon the vital 
forces than upon the organic substance of die body. 

It further resembles Ignatia in the fact that it 
interferes with and deranges the co-ordination of 
functions, destroying the harmony with which 
related functions are performed in the healthy 
body. 

But the- kind of perversion, and, in particular, 
the variety of mental perversion and disturbance 
produced by it, arc altogether different from those 
produced by Ignatia, so that, if Ignatia correspond 
to one form of hysteria, Platina corresponds to a 
form altogether different. 

The kind of pain characteristic of Platina is a 
cramp-like, squeezing pain, — a kind of crushing 
together. It is peculiarly characteristic of this pain 
that it begins gently, gradually increases in severity, 
and then gradually becomes less severe, until at 
last it ceases. In this respect Platina resemble 
Stannum. 

Most of the Platina symptoms are wor^ wben 
the patient sits or stands, and are ameliors^ by; . 
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walking. They generally occur, or are aggravated, 
at night. 

It has been remarked as a peculiarity of the 
sleep of Platina, that however quiet the sleep may 
have been and however sound, the patient is always 
found, on awaking, to be lying on the back with 
the thighs drawn up upon the abdomen, with one 
or both hands above the head ; and tliere is about 
or a little before the time of waking, a disposition 
to uncover the lower extremities. In connection 
with the form of hysteria to which Platina will ,be 
seen to correspond, and particularly with the nym- 
phomania, which is a variety of this form ol 
hysteria in which Platina has proved itself a most 
valuable remedy, these symptoms of the sleep have 
a great significance. 

The action of Platina may be more particularly 
delineated as follows: 

At first, the prover experiences a distressing 
anxiety, a kind of deadly apprehensiveness, with a 
sensation of trembling throughout the body, a 
great disquiet of mind, which does not admit of 
repose ; the prover believes death to be impend- 
ing and has a great dread of it. (Like Aconite.) 

Now, instead of grief, or despondency, or resig- 
nation under this state of things, there is great 
irritability, great susceptibility to anger and ven- 
ation ;» a trifling grievance produces a profound 
vexation, under the effects of which the prdver^ 
remains a long time vexed, unfriendly, in fact “in 
the sulks.” ' 
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Then, as the action of the drug becomes more 
profound, there is an alternation of this depression 
and this sulky despondency with an unnatural 
liveliness and gayety, so that the patient laughs 
violently, and this perversion of the natural func- 
tions (and of the co-ordination of the functions) 
of the sensorium goes so far that the prover laughs 
immoderately, even at the saddest objects. 

Then finally there comes a state of mind, the 
outgrowth and development of that last described, 
in wh^ch the prover displays a most exalted and 
overweening self-esteem, overestimating herself 
beyond all reason, and entertaining a correspond- 
ingly low and contemptuous opinion of all sur- 
rounding objects and persons, even the most 
venerable and respectable ; nay, this oiDinion is the 
more depreciating the nobler and more worthy the 
objects of it. 

The extent to which this perversion of mind is 
sometimes carried, and the ludicrous scenes to 
which it gives rise, are among the curiosities of 
the materia medica. This is a characteristic action 
of Platina, and cases of disease in which some- 
thing analogous does not appear, are rarely cured 
by Platina. 

Headache also is produced. This presents the 
characteristic feature of Platina. A squeezing, con- 
stricting pain, as if a board were pressed against 
the forehead, as if the head were compressed,^ 
screwed together, etc., and at the same time a 
sensation of numbness in the head. Like other ^ 
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Platina pains it begins gently, gradually increases 
in severity, and then gradually diminishes. Some- 
times the cramping pain is in the temple, and then 
it is conjoined with similar pain in the zygoma 
and malar bone, constituting the temporo-facial 
neuralgia of Platina. 

Besides these sensations, there is a variety of 
headache, consisting of a compression of the fore- 
head and temples, as if everything would come 
out at the forehead ; much worse from stooping 
forward, as well as from the slightest movement 
It is preceded by anxiety, and by burning heat 
and redness of the face (a kind of “sick head- 
ache”). 

There are painful crampings and compression 
in the circumorbital regions, and particularly in the 
supra-orbital, and in these the globe of the eye 
som^imes participates, feeling sore. 

The peculiar compressing, cramping pain is felt 
in the malar bone and zygoma, with a kind of 
numbness and at the same time a burning pungent 
.sensation, inducing one to rub or scratch the part 

This corresponds well to a certain form of 
facial neuralgia. It resembles most closely that of 
Verbascum thapsus. 

It is distinguished from that of Arsenicum in 
this, that in the latter the pains are burning, and 
that they dart* quickly, like red-hot needles, from 
place to place. * ' 

The pain of Verbascum is like , a crushing with 
tongs. Platina has steady compression, 
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That of Spigelia is a shooting or piercing, and 
has its chief seat in the globe of the eye. 

Chamomilla has aggravation by heat, and is 
further distinguished by the. great impatience of 
pain exhibited by the patient The neuralgia of 
Capsicum is provoked by external pressure, and 
is a fine line of pain coursing along the nerve. 
The constitutional symptoms still further aid us in 
distinguishing the indications for the several dmgs 
which produce a form of prosopalgia. 

Noises in the ears, of the greatest variety, are 
produced in abundance by Platina. There is little 
evidence of any organic lesion. (This might lead 
to the selection of Platina for what is called “ner- 
vous deafness.”) 

There is little that is distinctive in the action 
of Platina on the digestive canal, except in so far 
as the stool is concerned. ^ 

This is retarded; the faeces are scanty, hard, 
evacuated with difficulty and almost dry. The evap- 
uation requires great effort of the abdominal mus- 
cles ; and this is followed by a peculiar .sensation 
of weakness in the abdomen, or by a shuddering 
throughout the body. 

In the rectum there are occasional sharp stitphes, 
compelling one to cry out In this Platina resem- 
bles Ignatia. 

The menses appear much early and aie 
very copious. Moreover, there are uterine haemgrr 
riiages, copious and often recurring. As in :Qsost 
uterine haemorrhages, the color and consis^noy -lar 
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the blood furnish a valuable characteristic of the 
remedy. That of Platina is very dark, and, with* 
out being coagulated in distinct masses, it is thick 
and tarry. It is accompanied by pains in the 
sacrum ; but these sacrd pains are only felt as a 
sequel to pains which have first been felt in the 
groins, causing ,a dragging and pressing downward 
in the entire pelvis, and have then passed to the 
sacrum ; and, furthermore,' there is always in con- 
nection with this metrorrhagia of Platina an unnat- 
ural sensibility and irritability of the genital organs. 

It may be remarked of the pains of Belladonna 
that they pass through the pelvis either in its 
anterior-posterior or in its lateral axis ; while the 
pains of Pulsatilla and Sepia pass around the 
pelvis from sacrum to groin, and are conjoined 
with scanty menstruation instead of profuse. 

The labor-like pains of Chamomilla are very 
severe, and the metrorrhagia is in paroxysms, the 
blood being thin and rather light, with firm coagula 
The flow , of Secale cornutum is thin and pain- 
less, so is that of China. 

Crocus has a dark flow, but it is not attended 
by" a bearing-down pain, but rather „by a sensation 
as of a Kving body moving in the abdomen. 

Millefolium and Sabina both produce a light- 
colored, florid uterine haemorrhage. 

It.li^ thuSi not difficult to distinguish the uterine 
flow of Platina from that of other drugs. ^ , 

i Atten^om should again be called to the hyper- 
se^ttv^ess and irritability of th^ genital organs. 
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These symptoms, together with those of the sleep 
already mentioned, have led to the use of Platina 
in • cases of nymphomania ; it has been of the 
greatest service, comparing with Hyoscyamus. 

The organs of respiration are not especially 
affected. 

In the trunk, we have first a weakness of the 
neck; the patient cannot hold up his head, and 
along with this, a kind of tensive numbness. There 
is pain in the spine and sacrum, as if they were 
broken, especially after a long walk or on bending 
backward. 

In the extremities are felt cramp-like, press- 
ing and compressing pains, such as are elsewhere 
experienced, conjoined with a kind of burning and 
numbness. 


PRACTtCAL APPLICATION.S. 

Of the uses of Platina in treating di.sease, but 
little remains to be said. 

The mental symptoms denote the forms of 
hysteria in which it is useful. Whereas Ignatia 
corresponds to cases in which there is a disposi- 
tion . to grieve, to brood in melancholy sadness 
over sorrows, whether real or imaginary, Platina, 
on the other hand, belongs to a variety in which, 
the mind rises in defiant and distorted superiority 
over the causes of vexation or sorrow; become$,i 
first; demonstratively apprehensive, then altern^ely 
demonstratively lachrymose and boisterously, men^, 
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and at last absurdly supercilious, — a genuine repre- 
sentation of Mrs. Lofty. But, whatever the frame 
of mind may be, it is always demonstrative, and 
this is the character of Platina ; the personality of 
the patient is obtruded on one’s notice. 

The character of Ignatia, on the other hand, is 
that it is undemonstrative ; the sufferings and per- 
versions are not obtruded on one’s notice. 

The peculiarities of the neuralgia and of the 
uterine ha^morrhage, which are marked Platina 
symptoms, have already been pointed out. 

It remains only to call attention to the stool, 
and to say that in the constipation which is often 
so troublesome a concomitant of pregnancy, Platina 
is often a valuable remedy, standing in the same 
rank with Sepia, Alumina and Plumbum. 



SEPIA. 

SEPI^ SUCCUS. 

T he juice of the cuttle-fish ; a blackish fluid 
contained in the abdomen of the animal, and 
from which the animal has the power of projecting 
the juice into the surrounding water. 

For medicinal purposes the juice is carefully- 
dried, divested of its membranous envelope, and 
prepared by trituration according to the rules of 
the homcEopathic pharmacy. 

Although Sepia has no place in the pharma- 
copccia of the old school, and is, indeed, so little 
known by them that one of their foremost writers 
has endeavored to fling ridicule on homoeopathists 
by stating that they ascribe medicinafl virtues to 
the cuttle-fish bone, which is mere carbonate of 
lime, it is a singular fact, that Hippocrates set a 
high value on Sepia as a remedy in diseases of 
women and in dysmenorrhoea, and that Galen 
ascribes to it tonic and stomachic qualities; while 
Marcellus recommends it for gravel and for the 
removal of fi-eckles. A very singular anticipation 
by the ancients of the exact deductions from .^e' 
homoeopathic law. i ■ 
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Sepia is one of our most important remedies. 
Its action pervades almost the entirf organism and 
is very enduring, the effects of a single dose 
often lasting for many weeks. 

Upon the vital force and the organic substance 
it acts with equal energy. , 

The sphere of action comprises, in particular, 
the sexual organs of women, the gastro-intestinal 
tract and its appendages, the skin and glands, and , 
the nervous system of animal life. 

The symptoms are most apt to occur or to be 
aggravated when the patient is at rest, sitting 
quietly, in the forenoon or evening ; and to be 
relieved by vigorous exercise in the open air. In 
general, the aggravation occurs about the middle 
of the forenoon; especially the sense of “sinking 
at the pit of the stomach,” which attends many 
uterine disorders. 

Sepia induces a tendency to free and sudden 
perspiration from a nervous shock or from exer- 
tion, but it is nbteworthy that this perspiration 
comes out after the exertion is over or the shock 
is past, and when one is sitting quietly. (Calcarea 
carbonica has sweat during the exertion.) 

Sepia produces (and cures) what are well 

known as “ hot flashes ” — sudden accessions of 

* 

heat, followed by a momentary sweat and weak- 
ness and disposition to syncope. These are 
frjequent and , very annoying incidents of the cli-r 
iBiacteric p<^riod in women. Lachesis resembles 
Sepia in lAis^ 
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In many respects the symptoms of Sepia closely 
resemble those of Pulsatilla. As would be natu- 
rally inferred, these remedies often act as mutual 
antidotes; and so it happens that frequently, when 
they are given in alternation, as the custom is of 
some physicians, no result is observed. In such 
cases, it is often sufficient to suspend the adminis- 
tration of one of them in order to get a prompt 
and satisfactory effect from the othej:. 

The skin affections of Sepia are among its 
most important symptoms. We find itching of the 
skin, and itching vesicles and papules oh the face, 
hands and feet; and also a vesiculo-pustular erup- 
tion in the hollow of the joints of the knee and 
elbow. After the Sepia eczema there is abundant 
desquamation. 

While speaking of the skin, it should be men- 
tioned that Sepia produces on the lower lip a 
swelling with a soreness, burning pain and a 
pricking as from a splinter of wood. This symp- 
tom, together with the constitutional symptoms, 
has led to the use of Sepia in the- treatment of 
epithelial cancer of the lower lip, two cases of 
which, cured by Sepia®", have come within my 
personal knowledge. 

In like manner, the other skin symptoms have 
induced the successful use of Sepia in cases of 
Rhus poisoning. 

The fever of Sepia is incomplete. CIliiUiness 
predominates, but, like the ^eat, is fugitive; and 
transient Perspiration is copious, especially , at 
night and is conjoined with great weakn^. ': . 
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The disposition peculiar to Sepia is a depressed, 
anxious and fearful state of mind, with a sense of 
helplessness, and yet great susceptibility to excite- 
ment, and still more to terror, frequent attacks of 
weeping, and despair of life. 


SPECIAL ANALYSIS. 

Headachq. Chiefly pressing and throbbing, with 
a kind of rush of blood to the face, which becomes 
red and hot, even to the ears. No general fever, 
however. General aggravation from motion. Itch- 
ing of the .scalp ‘and falling out of the hair. 

Jlyes. The sense of vision is affected. There 
is photophobia by day, and a white flickering 
before the eyes, like a thousand suns or sparks or 
.black specks; around the candle-flame there is a 
green halo. On attempting to read or write, the 
vision bebomes obscured. 

There are supra-orbital pains. The eyelids 
pain on awaking, as if too heavy, as if paralyzed, 
corresponding to ptosis — a malady in which Sepia 
has often been given successfully. 

Then, conjunctivitis with biting and burning and 
itching, but very scanty secretion of mucus or pus. 

The face is the seat of eruptions already 
described, Mefreover, on the forehead come irreg- 
ular noa>elevated brown spots, well known "as 
'''' * ' ' 

“liver spots.”' The complexion becomes yellow 
and earthy. There are often, in connection with 
thiie hi^idache' with uterine disorder, tearing pains 
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in the facial bones and in th& teeth. Finally, a 
characteristic symptom of Sepia is a brown discol- 
oration extending across the bridge of the nose 
like a saddle. 

In the mouth often form painful vesicles and 
ulcers — a form of stomatitis. 

The gums swell and bleed easily. The teeth 
become loose. There is toothache, digging, tear- 
ing and gnawing pain, sometimes in a single tooth, 
sometimes in a whole row, aggravated by warmth. 
The toothache is generally a sympathetic concomi- 
tant of uterine disorder or of pregnancy; 

The tongue is often sore, as if scalded. Sali- 
vation occurs, the mouth filling with a saltish fluid, 
while at the same time the throat and fauces are 
so dry that the patient can hardly utter a sound. 
(This closely resembles- the salivation ®f pregnancy.) 

The taste in the mouth is offensive, slimy, putrid 
like a bad egg, with eructations of the same char- 
acter ; or bitter. Often bitter early in the morning, 
this ceasing after breakfast 

There are abundant eructations; hiccough after 
eating; nausea and vomiting of bile, or vomiting- 
of bile early in the morning on rising, with, during 
the day, attacks of constriction in the hypochon- 
dria, and nausea. 

There is no thirst Appetite fails; all food 
tastes alike. The stomach feels empty and weak 
with nausea at thought of food. A characteristic, 
symptom is a peculiar ®nt sinking at the pit of 
the stomach, which is not necessarily pafofol fo. 
pressure. The faintness of Mercuiiy is accc^p^ed 
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by tenderness ; so. is that of Calcarea carbonica. 
(Hydrastis.) Pressure and fullness are also some- 
times felt. There are stitches in the region of 
the liver, which is sometimes sensitive to pressure. 
Also a fullness in the hepatic region and a 
pinching .pain. It is peculiar to Sepia that, the 
pains in the hypochondria are more tolerable 
when the 'patient lies on the painful side, while 
witli Magnesia muriatica the opposite condition 
obtains. (Bocnninghausen.) 

The abdomen is often distended with flatus. 
There are cutting pains horizontally across 
the abdorhen, sometimes extending up into the 
chest. , 

In the rectum and anus a constricting pain 
which extends into the perinseum or the vagina, 
sometimes up into the abdomen. Sometimes a feel- 
ing of soreness and a kind of pressure outward, 
cutting, burping and itching. Haemorrhoidal tumors 
occur, jvhich are painful and blefed. After stool, 
emptiness and weakness in the abdomen. 

The stool is scanty and infrequent. 

The evdeuation of urine is preceded by press- 
ure and tenesmus ; it is frequent, painful, aind often 
inefiectual until after long waiting and effort. At 
night frequent desire to pass water, which starts 
tardily* and flows slowly. Again, . involuntary mic- 
turition at night 

> tHof sexual organs of women Sepia acts^ 
Ver^ diatuK^y. Along with cutting pains in the 
.abdain^^i a jtfessure is felt on the uterus down- 
vi!ar4j; every thing would M 
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The menses come too early, but are scanty. 
They are preceded by violent aching in the abdo- 
men, causing even faintness, and by chilliness and 
shuddering. 

During the menses, restlessness, drawing pains 
in the limbs and abdomen. Palpitation ,and dys- 
pneea, witli toothache and headache and epistaxis ; 
with depression of mind. 

At other times than the menstrual period, fre- 
quent stitches in the vagina in paroxysms, with or 
without a watery yet lavish Icucorrhoea. The leu- 
corrhoea is rarely acrid, whereas that of Kreosote 
is very acrid. 

Sepia produces (and cures) a dry, fatiguing* 
cough, provoked by a sensation in the region of 
the stomach, and seeming to come therefrom ; or 
the cough comes, as it seems, from the abdomen. 
A symptom which I have often verified in practice. 

Then again a cough with copious, saltish expec- 
toration, white or' grayish yellow : the cough being 
attended, as all the Sepia symptoms are, by acces- 
sory symptoms, such as stitches in the epigastrium 
or head, faintness, nausea; etc. •• 

From these and other similar symptoms, we 
draw our indications for Sepia in pulmonary omi- 
sumption. , 

It produces various forms of .oppression of the 
chest, burning in the chest and palpitation. 

In the sacro-lumbar region Sepia prfduces pain, 
which generally is relieved by sitting or lying, 
worse when standing or walking. The backacift 
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of Belladonna is worse when lying down ; better 
when sitting. Sometimes the reverse. 

It is a pressing, dragging pain over the sacrum 
and at the same time over the hipsi, and a burn- 
ing pressure in the spine; also drawing pressure 
and burning pain across the dorsal region and 
under the scapula (often like that produced by 
sewing). 

In the extremities, stitches and sticking, draw- 
ing pains, with lassitude, coldness of the feet, but 
sometimes only of the knees; sweat of the feet 
The eruptions already described. 


PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS. 

Among the general affections for which Sepia 
has been found a useful remedy may be men- 
tioned, first; Various forms of skin disease, and in 
particular those of a vesicular character, attended 
by much itching and followed by desquamation. 
The vesicular eruption is not attended by the 
erysipelatous inflammation of the contiguous skin, 
stfch as is characteristic of Rhus toxicodendron; 
and^dus serves in part^to distinguish these drugs. 

iSw especially successful in the treatment 
of circmniitus or ringwprm, when this 

occurs in isolated spots. Calcarea carbonica (or 
acetica) i$ useful in this affection. The dis-, 
tifliQtion bo fimndnn the consdtutional symptom. 
Wbofv Qie, herpes drcinnaftis occurs, hot 

ll^Xt 
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in isolated patches, but over a great portion of the 
body in intersecting rings^ and attended by heat, 
itching, fever and great constitutional disturbance. 
Tellurium seems to be indicated, as appears from 
a proving of that drug in the “American Homoeo- 
pathic Review.” * 

In connection with skin symptoms, may be 
mentioned again, the brown discolorations of the 
forehead and cheeks and of the skin across the 
bridge of the nose, known as “liver spots,” and 
which are very frequently found conjoined -with 
constitutional symptoms which indicate Sepia as a 
remedy, these symptoms being particularly those 
of the hepatic region and of the uterus and its 
appendages. 

In paralysis of the upper eyelid — ptosis— Sepia 
often effects a cure; also in certain perversions of 
the function of vision. 

¥ 

The neuralgia, the toothache and the headache 
of Sepia, are almost always conjoined with some 
disorder of menstruation, with pregnancy, or with 
some disease of the sexual organs of women. 
And it is peculiar to Sepia that, along with its 
symptoms of disease in the sexual organs, there 
occurs a considerable nu^iber of sympathetic 
symptoms in distant organs, e, g.: the toothache, 
headache, salivation, neuralgia. 

Attention has been called to the fact thgt two 
cases of epithelial cancer of ihe lower lip have 
been cured by Sepia. A third case of this . 

is so interesting as to be worthy of , ■ 
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An epithelial cancer, far developed, had been 
excised. The wound healed kindly. After a few 
months the patient , began to emaciate, and to 
exhibit every sign of cancer cachexy. The decline 
was alarmingly rapid. Eminent surgeons diagno*'- 
ticated internal cancer. No hope of recovery was 
entertained. The complex of symptoms indicated 
Sepia, which was given, 200, and effepted a com- 
plete and rapid restoration of health. The health 
remains good to this day (ten years). 

In chronic or sub-acute hepatitis, Sepia does 
good. Its chief use, however, overshadowing all 
others, is in displacements and diseases of the 
uferus. In prolapsus it is ^he remedy, par excel- 
lencei Vet not to be used to the exclusion of Nux 
vomica, Pulsatilla, Belladonna and Podophyllam. 
The simultaneous irritability of the bladder and the 
presence of leucorrhcea, together with the hot 
flashes and th^ sympathetic affections of remote 
organs, serve especially to indicate it. 

Sepia is rarely indicated’ by these symptoms 
but that there is present the peculiar "sinking and 
all-gone sensation” in the pit of the stomach,, 
almost producing faintness, and relieved by lying 
down and by taking food or wine. 

In amenorrhcea or retarded and scanty men- 
struation, it is often indicated. 

Expenence has shown its value in cases of 
ulceration a^ congestion of the os and cenpx 
Its in appropriate cases supersoies all 
locals dp^ailipns, which in the vast majority of 
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cases are not simply unnecessary, but are i try 
mischievous. The same may be said of mechanical 
contrivances in uterine displacements, especially 
pessaries and internal supporters of all kinds. 


Sepia is also a remedy in functional derange- 
ments of the liver. 

Medical practitioners, like other men, are apt 
to “run in grooves,” and the grooves grow deeper 
by use. With regard to the materia medica, they 
are apt to remember of each remedy some one 
or two applications in which it is eminently useful, 
and to forget or ignore many others in which, 
though, perhaps, less frequently indicated, it is 
equtilly valuable. 

Thus, every one has in mind the virtues of 
Silicea in suppurative inflammation of connective 
tissue, while comparatively few might think of it 
as a remedy in cerebro-meningitis, or in neuralgia, 
or in epilepsy. ^ 

Sepia, in like manner, suggests itself to every 
practitioner in cases of “xbronk uterinq^ disease, 
and its value in such cases has caused it to be 
classed, in the medical mind, '^itb remedies Speci- 
ally adapted to chronic cgfcses. * The remark's I 
purpose to make will show, 1 tiiink, that it may 
also be a remedy for acute conditions. They will 
serve, likewise, to call attention to the re-provinj^ 
of Sepia, made under the direction of the Buitau 
xA Materia Modica of the American Insritute iA 
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Homoeopathy, and published in the Transactions 
of that body for 1875. While this proving con- 
firms in a remarkable manner, the Hahnemannian 
proving of Sepia, and may be said to have ‘added 
little absolutely new to our knowledge of this drug, 
it certainly presents, in a definite form, symptoms 
that are somewhat shadowy in the original proving, 
and tliereby furnishes evident indications, where 
formerly these were perceptible only to acute 
observers. 

I propose to consider only the relations of 
Sepia to “functional derangements of the liver," 
taking from Murchison’s recent work,* the symp- 
toms of these derangements and placing under 
each of these symptoms the corresponding group 
of Sepia symptoms. 

Before describing tlie symptoms of functional 
derangement of the liver. Dr. Murchison states 
that the functions of the healthy liver are — not 
simply nor chiefly the secretion of bile — but 

" I. The formation of glycogen, which contrib- 
utes to the maintenance of animal heat and to 
tile nutrition of the blood and tissues, and the, 
developm'^nt of white blood corpuscles, 

“■2. .Thf destoTictivc met^orphosis of albu- 
minoid matter, and the formation of urea and other 
nitrogenous luroducts;' which are subsequently elimi- 
nated by the kidneys, these chemical changes also 
contributing to the development of animal heat 

* Jbenngements of . Lectures, etc., delivered in March, 

thtl J^mr: 'hebig fhe Cnxmian 1S74, etc , London." 
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“3. *The secretion of bile, the greater part of 
which is re-absorbed, assisting in the assimilation 
of fat and peptones, and probably in those chemi- 
cal changes which go on in the liver and portal 
circulation, while part is excrementitious, and in 
passing along the bowels stimulates peristalsis and 
arrests decomposition.” 

A “functional derangement” may be a modifi-. 
cation or an arrest of any one or several of these 
healthy functions. 

1. If the power to convert glucose into glyco- 
gen be impaired by functional derangement of *the 
liver, glucose passes into the general circulation, is 
eliminated by the kidneys, and we have one. of 
the several forms of glycosuria, — forms whjph agree 
in this one symptom (sugar in the urine), but 
differ profoundly in the pathological conditions on 
which this symptom depends, and in the indications 
for, and their amenability to, treatment. The form 
we have described is often transient, and always a 
mild and curable form of diabetes; or, this glyco- 
genetic function may be modified in another way, 

^ and we may have a more serious form of glyco- 
suria by an increased conversion of glycogen into 
sugar, from hyperaemia of the liver depending on 
paralysis of the vaso-motor nerves, resulting from 
irritation of the roots of’ the pneumo-gastric nestires, 
injuries of the spinal cord, poisoning by curare, etc, 

2. Whpn the function by which the liver di^A- 
tegrates and eliminates albuminoid matter is imper-/ 
fectly performed, the disintegration stops shoif 
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the formation of urea which is soluble ; Ind prod- 
ucts more sparingly soluble,- and which are less 
completely oxidized, than urea, are formed, viz., 
yric acid, etc.; or products still less oxidized, such • 
as leucin and tyrosin, which we find in acute 
atrophy of the liver when this function of that 
viscus is almost abolished. Where, under this 
functional derangement, uric acid is formed instead 
of urea, we find in the urine deposits of uric acid, 
of urates, and abnormal pigment. 

Such is a brief statement of Murchison’s views 
of the functions of healthy liver, and the results of 
some of their derangements, I shall restrict my 
remarks upon Sepia to the second form of derange- 
ment above described, viz., that of the function by 
which albuminoid matter is disintegrated and elim- 
inated, and the derangement of which is manifested, 
among other symptoms, by excess of uric acid and 
urates in the urine. ^ 

Murchison gives the following names of diseased 
conditions resulting from this derangement: . 

1. Atonic dyspepsia, of which the symptoms 
will presently be given in detail. 

2. Gout — anomalous or regular; urates in the 
blciod, and deposited in or near the joints. 

, 3. Urinary or biliary calculi. 

, 4, Granular degeneration of the kidneys, from 
their .<mnstant work in eliminating urates. (Dr. 
G(eo. Johnson.), , ^ 

^ , ^symptoms of the atonic dyspepsia are 

psuit^ hy Murchison, as follows ^ 
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After eaSi* group I cite, from the new or from 
Hahnemann’s proving, the corresponding Sepia 
symptom : 

1. Tongue : that of atonic dyspepsia, large, 
pale, flabby, indented. Sepia: tongue coated brown 
or yellow (148, 149) ; tongue feels too large. (155.) 

2. Appetite good, but suddenly satisfied ; loath- 
ing of fat. Sepia: sudden craving, sudden satiety 
(185, 184) ; good appetite, but loathing of meat. 
(Hahn., 510, 522.) 

3. Bitter or coppery taste ; worse in the morn- 
ing. Sepia: putrid, insipid taste (177, 178); bitter, 
repulsive taste in the morning. (Hahn., 499.) 

4. Flatulence (from lack of bile?). Sepia: 
abdomen very much distended after the least bit 
of food. (267, 215.) 

5. Constipation, from lack of normal stimulus 
to the excretion, and with great depression of spirits ; 
or there may be pale or dark offensive diarrhoea. 
Sepia : constipation ; seems to have lost power 
(243, 241) ; constipation, Avith bleeding and weight 
and pain in the rectum (236) ; ■ only small, hard 
lumps passed (241); hard stools; faeces covered* 
with mucus, followed by slimy, bilious or catarrhal 
stools. (255, 256.) 

6. Intestinal haemorrhage; haemorrhoids. Sepia;; 
considerable bleeding from the return and intense , 
bearing down at the anus. (261, ^62.) 

7. Hepatic pains; weight; fullness, tightnesa.?; 
worse when lying on the left side. Sepia : 

fihe abdomen were full and bloated across ^ the 



S^PIA. 


153 


gastric region (214, 215); as if a load restbd on the 
epigastrium (217); soreness around the umbilical 
region on pressure, especially on the right side 
(221); Bcenninghausen names Sepia under the rubric 
“worse from lying on the left side.” 

8. Jaundice (?). Sepia : yellow face and whites 
of eyes. (Hahn., 325.) 

9. Aching of the limbs and lassitude. Sepia : 
weakness and aching of the thighs and legs (419— 
421); general weariness and prostration in the joints. 
(422.) 

10. Pain in the right shoulder an*d about the 
scapula. Sepia : long-continued pain under the right 
shoulder. (410, 413.) 

n. Hepatic neuralgia, with great depression of 
spirits. Sepia : stitches in the hypochondria, across 
the abdomen, making her cry out (Hahn., 626) ; 
frequent stitches under the right ribs. (Hahn., 
627, 629, and 624, 625.) 

1 2. Cramps in the legs. Sepia • cramps in the 
calves at night. (Hahn., 1310-1314.) 

13. Dull headache in the forehead and occiput 
in the morning on waking, lasting part of a day, or 
several days, with constipation and pain in the right 
hypochondrium. ’ Sepia: dull, stupid headache, with 
great mental depression (40-43) ; dull pain over 
both eyes (55) ; dull headache through the temples 
and forehead (59) ; waited with dull headache in 
the hack of the head (74). 

14. Vertigo and dim vision. Sepia: dizziness (35 

obscured vision. (Hahn., 258, 259.) 
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15. Noises in the ears. Sepia: both ears feel 

‘Stopped (hi); ringing, singing, roaring, etc. 
(Hahn., 293-304.) . 

16. Sleeplessness. Sepia: restless nights; tired 
mornings (504); disturbed sleep. (508, 509, 511, 
512.) 

17. Depression of spirits; irritability of tem- 
per. Sepia : mental depression ; very low spirited, 
with headache (2-5); very irritable; very cross. 
(5, 6, 10, 12.) 

18. Palpitations and fluttering of the heart 
Sepia: palpitation, very nervous (360, 365); seemed 
as if the heart occupied all the cavities of the body 
(359); pulsation with soreness in the stomach (199.) 

19. Irregularities of pulse ; intermission (which 
is always due rather to hepatic indigestion than to 
cardiac disease ; intermission of pulse. (Hahn., 
1098, 1099.) 

20. Feeble circulation ; anaemia. Sepia : pale, 
sickly aspect (Hahn., 324.) 

21. Angina pectoris. Sepia (?). 

22. Pulsations in various parts of the body, 
especially in the Epigastrium. Sepia-: pulsations 
felt in the body, in the head and extremities, day 
and night especially in the night (Hahn., 1409, 

23. Urine heavier than normal ; it deposits <uric 
acid and urates. Sepia: every prover noticed 
marked diminution in the quantity and increase in 
the specific gravity of the urine, which depos- 
ited uric add and ujrates. This was repjMrt^d'^hy' 
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provers of both sexes, and from various potencies 
of Sepia. * 

24. Chronic catarrl^ of the fauces. Sepia : feel- 
ing of rawness in the posterior fauces, etc. (165, 
167.) 

25. Chronic bronchitis. Sepia: coughing spells 
in the morning, with either difficult expectoration, 
or copious sputa, easily raised ; hargh, dry cougfh. 
(342, 344.) 

26. Spasmodic asthma. Sepia : tightness and 
constrictive sensation in the cliest. (346.) 

27. Eczema, lepra, psoriasis, lichen, urticaria, 
boils, pigment spots, pruritus. Sepia : vesicular, 
papular and pustular eruptions (484 -495) ; itching 
(484) ; yellow spots on the face and a yellow patch 
over the dorsum of the nose, (fdahn., 326.) 

In an excellent physiological study of Hahne- 
mann’s proving of Sepia, Dr. V. Meyer of Leip- 
zig, in 1853, used the following language : “ This 
remedy operates especially on the portal system, 
by retarding the circulation’, and causing an over- 
loading of the vascular system with venous blood, 
or with blood more or less resembling venous. A 
plethora venosa, as it is called, gives rise to most 
of' th^ various symptoms. The pathological pro- 
cess is also marked by a state of depression. * ^ 
All further morbid conditions are but secondary.” * * 
‘/ All disorders of the portal system must first affect 
the neighbprmg organ, the liver.” (“ Homoeopikth- 
isdie yiertdj«ihrschrift,” iv., 2. Translation in “Brit- 
ish Journal of Hoinoeopathy," xiU., pp. 635, 636.) 
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•tCases illustrating the use of Sepia in ^ute disease, 
connected with functi^ial derangement of the 
liver. 

4 

Case J. August, 1875. A lad, seven years old, 

» I 

was brought home from the country, said to be 
suffering from remittent fever ; he had been ill 
three weeks, and presented the following symp- 
toms : febrile condition persistent, very weak, keep- 
ing his bed, extreme depression of spirits and 
irritability of temper, occipital headache, sudden, 
excessive desire for food, but eats only a small 
quantity. Two or three stools daily and one or 
two at night, of normal consistency; but clay- 
colored and offensive. Successive outbreaks of 
furuncles on the nates ; on the ' right side of the 
abdomen, just below the arch of the ribs, a very 
tender spot which is the scat of constant pain ; the 
whole right hypochondrium is tender and heavy: 
aching in the right shoulder, restless sleep ; .the urine 
has a pink deposit, stains every thing it touches 
red and stains the vessel ; heavy' sweats at night 
He is reported to have had Podophyllum, Cliinat 
Bryonia, etc., etc., without perceptible effect 

I gave Sepia trituration, in solution, a dose 
every four hours during the day. In tvvo day$ a 
vast improvement was manifest; and in a week he 
was perfectly well, and has so continued to the 
present Improvement was, noticed first in his 
fever, spirits and temper, then in his appetite attti 
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digestion; then the pain and soreness vanished; 
then the stpob and' sleep became normal ; last of 
all, the urine became normal. 

Case 2. A lady, aged thirty, has been ill nine 
or ten days; is In a remittdnt febrile condition 
with evening exacerbations, no chills, pulse at eleven 
A. M., ninety-^ix. Aching weight and soreness in 
the right hypochondriura, and distress and aching 
in right shoulder and scapula; cheeks flushed, the 
forehead and conjunctiva: yellow; irregular yellow 
patches on the forehead, lassitude ; the limbs and 
back ache, obstinate constipation and occipital 
headache ; anorexia, she loathes fat and milk ; 
thirst, tongue flabby and indented, great flatulence 
after food, restless sleep, dry hot skin, urine scanty 
and loaded with urates. Her disease is said to 
have been pronounced remittent fever and pre- 
scribed for as such. She has taken Podophyllum 
and she knows not what else. 

I gave Sepia trituration, in solution, a dose 
. every four hours. In twelvfe hours the fever had 
gone and did not return, the side was better, the 
bowels had moved; in a week she was entirely 
well 
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A VISCOUS juice, found, in a small sack 
between the heart and liver of the mollusks 
of the genus purpura, of the family buccinidae, and 
also of the muricidae. A similar sack and juice are 
found in several conchiferae belonging to the family 
limacidae. 

When brought into contact with the atmosphere, 
this juice becomes successively yellow, green, blue, 
and finally, a reddish purple. It is insoluble in 
water, alcohol or ether; consequently for homoeo- 
pathic use the attenuations are prepared by tritu- 
ration. 

The proving which we possess was made chiefly 
under the observations of the late Dr. Petroz of 
Paris. Some additional observations have been 
collected by Dr. Hering; and a r^sum^ of our 
knowledge to the present date was published in 
the " American HomoeojJathic Review,” vol. iv., 
1864. ' 

In its origin, Murex iff very closely akin to 
Sepia ; and it will *be perceived that its pathogeoesiis 
closely resembles that of Sepia, especially in 
relations to the female genital organs. Whs^ 
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analogies or contrasts may be, with reference to 
other organs or apparatus, we can hardly venture 
to conjecture, for our proving of Murex is frag- 
mentary, and the number of- provers was very 
small. 

Head. Upon the sensprium, Murex produces a 
depressing effect. There is confusion of ideas and 
diminished intellectual activity. 

The pains are heaviness and pressure in various 
parts of the head, chiefly in the forehead, or, in one 
or the other temple. Heaviness or tightness in 
the head, relieved by bending the head backward. 

Stomach. A peculiar and distressing sensation 
of “sinking” or faintjtesi or vacuity in the epigas- 
trium. The patients call it an “all-gone” feeling, 
something like the sensation produced by excessive 
hunger. Sepia has the same symptom, but in a 
less degree. 

A hdome7i. An acute sensation like a sharp point 
in the left side of the abdomen, which extends, 
and is felt in different isolated spots. The left side 
of the abdomen remained painful. 

Tension (painful j in the right hypochondrium. 
Uneasiness in the abdomen like that which is 
caused by the approach of the menses; which, 
however, are retarded. 

Stool. Constipation, lasting several days. 

Anus. Pressure upon the anus like painful 
points. 

Genital Organs. Our symptoms relate only to 
tho&e of women. 
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In the right side of the uterus, acute pain, 
which crosses the body, and ascends to the left 
mamma. Pain in the uterus as if wounded by a 
cutting instrument. In the evening, two violent 
lancinatioiis in art upward direction on the left side 
of the abdomen. Throbbings in the uterus. 

Vagtna. Heaviness in the '' vagina during the 
pains in the abdomen. 

PudLuda. Sensation of weight and bf dilatation 
in the labia niajora. 

Functional Symptoiits. Excitement ; sexual 
instinct so violent as to fatigue the reason. 

Platina has similaif excitement. Hyoscyamus 
also, but with disturbance and perversion of the intel- 
ligence and moral sense, constituting nymphomania. 

Venereal desire, increased or renewed by the 
slightest touch. 

Dtuhaigcs. The menses are delayed. After 
flowing a few days the menses cease, and after 
twelve hours re*appear. Sepia has a similar symp- 
tom. Kreasotc the same, together with irritation 
of the bladder, and a very acrid discharge from 
the vagina, causing the pudenda and thighs to 
swell and become raw, burning and itching. 

Thick and greenish, or watery, leucorrhoea. 

, Urinary Oigans, In quantity the urine is 
diminished, but the calls to pass urine are more 
frequent and urgent than in the normal state, 
especially during the night 

The urine is fetid, or has an odor like that 
of valerian. It lias a white sediment aqd Uk 
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evacuation is followed by a discharge of blood 
or bloody mucus. (These symptoms occur in 
females, and probably this discharge is from the 
vagina.) 

Trunk. Pains in the loins, burning or exco- 
riating. Pains in the hips and loins when lying 
down, and especially in bed. Here we have a 
contrast to Sepia, the lumbar and coxal pains of 
which are relieved by lying down; and a point of 
resemblance to Belladonna. 

Pains around the pelvis. 

Extremities. Pains and aching in the arms 
and legs. Feebleness, the limbs give way. Lassi- 
tude and fatigue ; 'disposition to lie down. On 
rising, acute pain in the middle anterior portion of 
the right thigh. It will not bear to be touched. 

’ Sleep. Drowsiness in the evening. But the 
sleep is disturbed by troublous dreams, by pains 
like menstrual pains, and by an urgent necessity 
to rise and urinate. 

These are in substance the symptoms ascribed 
to Murex. We gather from them and from clinical 
experience, that Murex acts peculiarly upon* the 
sexual system of women; although the pains in 
the right hypochondrium and the constipation point 
to 'an action on the liver similar to that of Sepia. 

Murex produces general ktssitiide and feeble- 
ness in the body and limbs, as well as in the senso- 
rium ; but the feeling of prostration is most marked 
in the sinking, ^'all-gone” sensation in the epigas- 
whMt Is very characterJstie of Murex, and 
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which is so frequent a concomitant of uterine dis- 
ease, especially of prolapsus uteri. 

In the loins and hips and around the pelvis, 
aching, drawing or burning pains, and pains and 
tenderness in the anterior part of the thighs, — 
such as often coincide with uterine disease, — are 
marked symptoms of Murex. 

Again, the irritation of the bladder, which does 
not tolerate a large accumulation of lirine in it, — 
the desire to evacuate being sudden and urgent, — 
points rather to uterine than to vesical disease. 

Most peculiar to Murex, however, are the sen- 
sations ascribed to the uterus, itself. First among 
these is a sensation described by one of Dr. Bering’s 
provers as a “ consciousness of the womb.” Patients 
sometimes describe it thus : “I feel that I have a 
womb, and it is uncomfortable ; whereas when I 
am well I am not conscious of the organ.” More 
positive symptoms are the lancination, cuttings and 
throbbings felt in the uterus, and chiefly on the 
left side. Finally the sensation of sharp pain pass- 
ing upward on the right side of the uterus, then 
crossing the body and extending to the left mamma. 

There is leucorrhoea, thick or watery. 

It 'is noteworthy that- the* sexual instinct is very 
active, and the susceptibility greatly increased, so 
as .to annoy the subject. In this aspect'. Mufex 
resembles Platina (ahd perhaps Phosphorus) and; 
' differs from Sepia. 

The applications of Murex follow directiy u^ltt 
.thi$ statement In the "American 
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Review,” loc. cit., cases are given of its successful 
use in treating prolapsus uteri and other uterine^ 
affections. 

I have in my records a case of a large cyst, 
supposed to be connecJ:ed with the left ovary, 
which occupied the space between the rectum and 
uterus and vagina, so as to obliterate the posterior 
cul de sac and almost occlude the vagina. In 
addition, it somewhat distended the abdomen. The 
patient had been confined to her room and bed for 
more than a year. The subjective symptoms so 
clearly indicated Murex that I gave the sixth. 
Whether it were mere coincidence or not I cannot 
say, but it is certain that within three weeks the 
tumor discharged a »limpid fluid per vagina, and 
the local as well as general symptoms completely 
vanished, so that in a month thereafter the patient 
could walk freely and look after her housekeeping; 
nor has she since (for five years) been disabled or 
ailing. 
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T his remedy, of which a proving was pub- 
lished by Dr. Wahle in the “Archiv,” and 
which, in Dr. Boenninghausen’s opinion, has not 
received from practitioners the attention which it 
merits, I mention here, because of the analogy 
of its action on the female sexual organs to that 
of Sepia and Murex. And for the reason that 
Kreasotum has been but little used in practice, and 
few of its symptoms have been verified by clinical 
experience, I shall not attempt a systematic state- 
ment or analysis of the pathogenesis, but proceed 
at once to .symptoms. 

The Head, Dull feeling in the head, ‘and 
as if a board were pressed against the forehead. 
Headache, as if the head were too full, and would 
burst out forward. In various parts of the head, 
pressing from within outw>ard. Jerking, tearing and 
stitching pains in the anterior part of the head, 
semi-lateral, and extending to the cheeks, jaws, 
teeth and neck. Kreasote has proved curative in 
neuralgia, where the sensations were burning, attd 
where the paroxysms were induced by talkitig, 
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moving or sitting up or lying on the side not 
affected [ and attended by great excitability and . 
nervous irritability. 

In the digestive apparatus, Kreasote produces, 
among other symptoms : rising of tasteless mr after 
a meal, or of frothy saliva. Nausea and vomiting 
before breakfast, with tightness across the epigas- 
trium, and yet an inability to bear tight* clothing. 
•It is useful in the vomiting, of pregnancy. 

Various pains in the abdomen, with constipation. 
Urinary' Organs, The secretion of urine is 
reported as both diminished and increased. But 
whichever be the case, there is also a disposition 
to evacuate it more frequently than ^n hedth, 
especially at night, there being much pressure 
upon the bladder. Boenninghausen calls attention 
to the value of Kreasote as a remedy in cases of 
incontinentia urinae nocturna, where the patient 
dreams he is urinating comme il fatit. Sepia has 
incontinence during the first sleep. The desire is 
very sudden and imperative'; and, in women, the 
evacuation is attended and followed by much smart- 
ing and burning of the pudenda. The urine is. 
often turbid and offensive, depositing a reddish 
sediment This is similar to Sepia, of which a 
charaetprisde symptom is ** deposit of red sediment 
.whtt^ adlieres to the chamber and is removed with 
dilficul^.^' Lycopodium has also a red deposit 
it is gram^ like sand. The deposit of 
d^dds b gr^ular but is grayish white, looking 
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like fragments of old mortar. (Of course it is to 
be remembered that besides these deposits, both 
Lycopodium and Cantharides, as well as Dulca- 
mara and Cannabis and Hepar may present — and 
be indicated where tfiere exist — deposits of mucus, 
pus and blood.) 

In women, Kreasote has a discharge of bland, 
yellow leucorrhoea preceding each urination, with 
frequent desire to urinate. , 

Female Sexual Organs. Much .excitement is 
produced. There are pains in the pudenda; stitches 
in the vagina proceeding from the abdomen. Intol- 
erable itching “in the vagina ; the labia swell and 
become oxcoriated ; and in this condition smart 
exceedingly during and after urination, which is 
frequent. The leuCorrlxeal discharge is very acrid, 
excoriating the parts which it touches. The men- 
ses come too soon and are too copious, the flow 
being xiark and thick. It is followed by leucor- 
rhoea and by the local symptoms just described. 
The menses are accompanietl by many accessory 
symptoms, c. g., nausea, deafness, and abdominal 
colics. The menstrual flow often ceases on the* 
third or fourth day, and after a few hours, or a 
day, re-appears. In this respect Kreasote resenif 
bles Sepia, but the flow of Sepia is scanty and 
retarded, while that of Kreasojte is abundant and 
anticipates ; and the «ynip^ms and genital 

condition of Sepia are less pronounced, orv(teQid<« 
edly different 
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The menses Rre /ollowed by leucorrhcea, which 
is at first, very acrid and ddrk brown in color, and 
quite offensive. Nitric acid has a dark flesh-col- 
ored discharge after the menses, but it is, thin and 
watery, looking like the A^ashings of meat, and it 
is not offensive. 

In a day, or two t^e ieucorrhqea of Kreasote 
becomes deep yellow, and has a peculiar odor, like 
that of fresh green corn when it has ju^t , been 
husked. 

Along with the leucorrhcea there is much pain 
ia the back,, a dragging pam from above down- 
ward, a pain as if something would come out, or 
as after long stooping. This pain is relieved by 
motion and is worse during rest; just the opposite 
of the backache of Sepia and Nux vomica, and 
similar to that of Belladonna. 

^ These series of symptoms have led to the use 
of Kreasote in - prolapsus uteri, in which it has 
proved of great value. Along with Sepia, Pulsa- 
tilla, Stannum, Nux fromicas Belladonna and Podo- 
phyllum, it enables us to avoid altogether the use 
•of those iftiserable make-shifts, pessaries and sup- 
porters, which, affording temporary relief, entail so 
great miseries on those who use them. ■ ' 

The Kreasote cough is noteworthy. It is spas- 
fnpdic and fatiguing and wheeling,' excited by 
* a aehsatioxi of a craw.lir% below the larynx, or as 
from n|ucus in tfie bronchi which cannot be t^s- 

Io<|g;e4 , 
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There is a copious expectoration of thick, 
yellow mucus. Along with the cough heaviness 
upon the chest with dyspnoea, as though the chest 
were bruised on inhalation. Pain as though the 
sternum would be crushed in, with stitches here 
and there. These symptoms have led to the suc- 
cessful use of Kreasote in "nervous asthma.” 

Lassitude in the limbs, and numbness of the 
fingers. 

The present general use of carbolic acid may 
give us new symptoms. 



SECALE CORNUTUM. 

ERGOT. SPURRED RYE. MUTTERKORN. 


“ \ METAMORPHOSIS of rye, or other grain, 
l\ by which it is converted, wholly or in part, 
into a curved, purplish-black, cylindrical, tapering 
and grooved excrescence, from one to three lines 
in diameter, and usually from six to ten lines long. 
When dry it is firm and brittle, but when'^moist 
is soft and flexible. It gives out a sickening, 
heavy smell. Its color externally is purplish black. 
Internally it *is pinkish white. It has a nauseous 
and slightly acrid taste.” 

It is saW to be more active if gathered while 
the grain is still standing, about harvest time, than 
if collected after harvest 

It appears fron:\ the popular German name of 
this substance that it has been in domestic use as 
a parturifacient from early ages. So it certainly 
was in France. Indeed, its use as such in France 
was interdicted in 1774. 

Still, it was ignored by physicians until Dr, 
Stearns of Waterford, N. Y., introduced it in 1807 
as *‘a substance which he had used for several 
years to exp^te lingering labors when the pains 
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had subsided, and were incompetent to expel the 
fcetus.” Since that time it* has been more or less 
generally, used in lingering labors. It is well 
understood that its power to cause violent contrac- 
tions of the muscular fibres of the uterus, is so 
great that it should never be given when the os 
uteri is not fully dilated, nor unless there be satis- 
factory evidence that no mechanical obstacle inter- 
feres with the completion of the labor ; otherwise, 
there is great danger of death of the fcetus from 
violent compression, or of rupture of the uterus 
from the same cause. 

It is justly regarded as unfortunate if the labor 
do nc^ come to an end soon after the administra- 
tion of the Ergot, since if it be delayed there is 
reason to believe that the child will be poisoned 
by it 

Ergot is used in the forms pf infusion, tincture, 
wine, trituration, and watery extract. 

Its effects on the lower animals are as follows; 
The pulse is lessened, the action of the heart 
becomes irregular, the breathing slow and deep, 
appetite and flesh fail ;* tremulousness, staggering 
and dullness cojne on. Haemorrhage of black 
blood from the nostrils, bowels or vagina occurs, 
then diarrhoea and death ensue. Moreover, it ' 
acts uniformly in a greater or less degree' uppn' 
the g;t^ivid utefus, -causing abortion or premature 
delivery, and, not infrequently, death of tlie fQejttl& 

On man, in .small doses, not often 
it is said to h^ive produced colic, nausea .an|. - 
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king, salivation and diarrhcea. Depression of the 

»pulse always resalts from its use. 

These poisonous effects are said to be due to 

the oil of the Ergot, which, if given alone to a 

parturient woman, does not cause contraction of 

the uterus, but does poison the foetuS. Whereas, 

on the other hand, the Ergot, deprived of its oil, 

acts on the uterus, but does not .poison the foetus. 

These statements should be taken cum grano 

salis. 

* 

In certain districts and throughout some coun- 
tries, Poland in particular, the grain has at certain 
periods been so completely ergoted that the 
nutriment of the entire population has been more 
or less contaminated with this poison. Hence 
have arisen epidemics of- a malady called ergotism. 
One of the earliest dates 1096. Ergotism is of 
two kinds, spasmodic and gangrenous. 

The spasmodic is ushered in by a general 
feeling of illness. Then follow formication of the 
whole skin, .cramps and numbness of the extreni- 
ities, and pains in the head and back. After a 
few weeks occur heart-burn, vertigo, syncope, deaf- 
ness, paroxysmal or permanent curvature (flexure) 
of the joints, and equally violent extension and 
opisthc^nos, twitching of the facial muscles, some- 
times violent delirium with cold skin, intense inter- 
nal heat, and foetid sweat Th&e attacks last 
sevetal. hours. . ' 

AftfiSr, a while the convulsive a^ect of the dis- 
ease e^aaes. It; is followed by exhaustion, debility. 
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oppression, heart-burn, and a ravenous appetite, 
which it is dangerous to gratify^ Sometimes stra- 
bismus or loss of sight succeeds, with general 
insensibility of the skin. After death the stomacli 
and bowels are found inflamed and the .parenchy- 
matous organs congested. It generally proves fatal 
in three or four weeks. It is very fatal. 

The gangrenous form is very different. It com- 
mences with dull pain and weariness of the limbs, 
with heaviness and stupidity of the face. The skin 
acquires an earthy or jaundiced hue. The extremity 
about to be affected (sometimes it is the nose) 
becomes cold, and the skin ov^r it gets dusky 
red. Then gangrene begins in the inside of the 
end of an extremity (or of the nose) and extends 
outward to the skin. It also extends upward 
toward the trunk. The parts affected shrivel, dry 
up, become black and harden until they look like 
those of a mummy. They separate from the living 
flesh without haemorrhage and by a clean line of 
division. Death is sometimes preceded by diar- 
rhoea. Beside weakness, there is not much general 
disturbance. The case# run their course in about 
three weeks, and are almost always fatal. 


ANALYSIS. • 

To describe more particularly the more charac* 
teristic symptoms of Secale, we piay mention : 

I. General numbness and formication ovpt 
whole body. , 
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2 . The disposition is exceedingly melancholy, 
and depressed, |||ith apprehension and dread of 
death. There is also violent mania. 

3. Vertigo and stupefaction ; dull headache. 

4. Dilatation of the pupils, the eyes stare. 
There is double vision, squinting, obscuration of 
the sight 

5. Humming and roaring in the ears. 

6. The face is pale and sunken. The com- 
plexion is earthy and sallow. 

7. The voice becomes feeble. Speech is slow 
and difficult and inarticulate. There is tingling jn 
the tip of the tongue, which is stiff. 

8. Bleeding from the nose ; dark blood is dis- 
charged. 

9. Appetite gone. 

10. Eructations, heart-burn, vomiting. Constant 
retching and oppression. Burning in the stomach. 

11. Coldness in the back and abdomen. Burn- 
ing in the abdomen. 

12. Painful diarrhoea, with great prostration. 
Involuntary diarrhoea, putrid, watery, fetid, brown, 
profuse diarrhoea, with great exhaustion ; a sudden 
change of the expression of the face, sinking of 
the eyes, etc., etc., as in cholera ; suppression * of 
the vrine, etc. 

13. Diminution and suppression of the urine. 

14. The menses too profuse and too soon. 
Metroorhagia, the blood being very liquid, but daisk 
and attended by formication. Labor-like pains. 

15. Weakness of the extremities. Formication. 
COnvul^ns. Rigidity. Gangrene. 
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PRACTICAL USE* 

1. In lingering labors, where no obstruction ex- 
ists, it is in common use. The infusion is preferred. 
Two drachms of pulv. Ergoti in eight ounces of water. 
The dose is two drachms every five minutes. The 
objections are its bad effects on the child. Hence 
the rule not to use it except where labor may be 
expected to end within a short time after giving it. 

I prefer the Dublin mode of using the forceps 
efirly. In homoeopathic practice. Ergot is generally 
superseded by Pulsatilla or Nux vomica. 

2. In uterine haemorrhage, whether as a sequel 
of abortion or labor, or an independent occurrence, 
or a concomitant of cancer, etc. It is character- 
ized by the blood being dark and liquid, and by 
the general symptoms, especially the formication. 
It is used by allopaths to bring on abortion, pro- 
voking haemorrhage ; yet Gardner recommends it 
to arrest abortion begun from other causes ! 

In Asiatic cholera. Ergot has been used with 
success. 

In diarrhoea, fetid, brown, watery, passing invol- 
untarily, or nearly so, it is a most valuable remedy. 

In cancer uteri it arrests haemorrhage and relieves 
the terrible burning pains at night which torment the 
patient. This it does in small dosbs, even the 200th. 

In paralysis, and particularly in paraplegia, as' 
well as in dry gangrene, Secale should receive 
greater attention than is generally accorded to it 



JUNIPERUS SABINA. 

SAVINE. 

A n evergreen shrub of South Europe. The 
leaves and tops are used in medici|^e. 
Their properties depend on ‘an essential oil, which 
dissolves in alcohol. 

It was used by the ancients to stimulate indolent 
ulcers, to hasten the menses, and to cure chronic 
gout and rheumatism. Also to induce abortion. 

It is described by allopathic v riters as the most 
powerful emmenagogue of the materia mcdica, and 
also (*) as th6 best remedy for unduly abundant 
menstruation and threatened abortion! M. Aran 
says: “Strange as it may appear, this powerful 
emmenagogue has the power of suspending uterine 
• haemorrhage I ” 

Time fails me to enter upon a more minute 
analysis of Sabina than that of the uterine system. 

It produces copious and early menstruation. 
Likewise metrorrhagia, and it is characteristic that 
the flow is paroxysmal and of a very bright color. 
It is always attended by pains in the joints. 

It {uoduces leucorrhoea, with itching irritation. 
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Besides cases of uterine haemorrhage character- 
ized thus, cases of threatened ab9rtion have been 
cured by Sabina. 

It is useful (symptoms corresponding) in pro- 
tracted uterine haemorrhages ‘ at the “ change of 
life." 



ACHILLyEA MILLEFOLIUM. 

MllXEFQIL. YARROW, 

T his wayside drug produces heemorrhage irom 
all the mucous .surfaces. The haemorrhage is 
painless, and the blood very light colored and fluid. 

In painless drainings from the uterus (or nose 
or lungs) after labor, after abortion, or when an 
abortion threatens, if the blood be bright and there 
are no pains in the joints. Millefolium does good. 
So sometime's it checks too profuse menstruation. 





ARSENICUM ALBUM. 

METAI.LUM ALBUM. ARSENIOUS ACID. 

T his substance is generally prepared by subli- 
mation froih the ores of cobalt, and is often 
found adulterating the ores of zinc. It is a white 
powder, completely soluble in boiling water. It has 
neither taste nor smell, but leaves a somewhat acrid 
sensation on the fauces ; and when fused and thereby 
deoxidized, it emits the odor of garlic which char- 
acterizes the heated ’ metal. . , 

In medicine, the forms of Arsenicuip chiefly used 
are the arsenious acid and the solution of the 
arsenitc of potassa known as " Fowler’s solution,” 
or the ‘‘tasteless ague drop.” Thtf latter is p|-e- 
pared by dissolving/equal' parts of arsenious acid 
and carbonate of potassa in boiling distilled water, 
A very little compound spirit of lavender is added 
to give color and flavor. It contains four grains 
of arsenious acid to the fluid oqnce. '■ 

Dose : Five to twenty drops ; it maty be repeated 
severed times daily. 

Arsenious acid has been known since the eighth 
cehfury. In the fourteenth century, it was !|sed as 
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a medicme in the treatment of diseases of cattle. 
In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, it was 
used as a caustic application , to malignant ulcers, 
but its use was^, condemned by regular physicians. 
Irregular practitioners, however, had learned its 
value in the treatment of skin diseases and of 
intermittent fever. How they found this out is 
more than we can say. 

The same has been, true of nearly every drug 
of the materia medica. It is certain, however, that, 
while in irregular and domestic practice . iptcrmit- 
tents and skin diseases were being cured by Arsen- 
icum every day, its use was condemned by the 
faculty; and Goeffroy said, “Though it may be a 
good remedy for the present, it will afterward 
prove a poison and bring oq, very dismal symptoms. 
Arsenic, therefore, is, in my opinion, worse than the 
fever!” ' . 

Not so, However, thought the patients who were 
glad to get rid of their fevers, and to run the risk 
of the dismal symptoms. The popularity of the 
remedy, and Its' extensive use, unsanctioned by the 
Acuity, at length converted learned doctors ; and 
Ar^nic was received into the orthodox pharnia- • 
copceia,^nd became forthwith “a safe remedy,” and 
much* better “than a fever itself.” 

Arsenic is a poison to plants as well as to 
animals. ' 

Upon animals it acts in its well-known peculiar 
way, however it be introduced into the systen^ 
whedier by the stomach or by the re'ctum^ or 
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through the external surface of the body by tlfe 
endermic method. Gases of fatal poisoning are 
on record in which the arsenic was introduced 
in a wash applied to . cutaneous eruptions or 
to ulcers. 

The fumes of arsenious acid act very sensibly 
on the system. It is recorded that persons have 
been poisoned by inhaling the air of a room in 
which had been burned candles the wicks of which 
had been saturated with a solutipn of arsenious 
acid. The same result has followed the use of 
ar.senious acid in candles to harden them. Clay 
tobacco pipes are glazed with a preparation of 
arsenious acid, — at least those having a superior 
finish, and designed for the use of the aristocracy. 
At the first smoking this glazing is volatilized, and 
the smoker inhales a dose of arsenic. Every new 
pipe involves a nCw dose. Some persons scorn to 
use any but a new nipe. Fatal poisonings have 
resulted from thisr fastidious extravagance. ' 

A beautiful green wall-paper gets its color from 
the arsenitc of copper, a pigment known as 
Schecle’s green. The exhalations from this paper 
have caused illnesses and death. The same pig- 
ment is used in almost every form of ornamenta- 
tion of dress and furniture and condiments; from 
the artificial flowers of the fine lady’s hea4-dress, 
which give her the mysterious arsenical neuralgie 
headache, to the green candy toy Of her Mailed 
child, which, when eaten, gives ‘die child the eqttsiilj^ 
mysterious arsenical stomachache. 
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■ . ' The effects of small doses of, arsenic frequently 
repeated, producing chronic aifsenical poisoning, are 
.thus described; 

“ Loss of appetite, qausea, deranged digestion, 
diarrhoea, thirst, salivation, tenesmus, colic and 
intestinal cramps ; respiration labored and painful ; 
a sense of oppression with pain in the breast ; 
cough ; extreme wasting of the flesh, and hectic 
fever ; the limbs grow tremidous, and not unfre- 
quently are paralyzed, especially the lower extrem- 
ities ; pains in the whole body, but particularly in 
the hands and feet; stiffness and contraction of the 
extensor muscles succeed ; numbness invades the 
extremities and the mental faculties subside into 
insensibility and torpor ; oedema of the face and 
extremities, and even general anasarca are not 
unusual ; the hair falls out ; epidermis scales off ; 
pustular and other eruptions, ending in ulceration, 
attack the skin, which acquires a lifeless, earthy 
hue ; the countenance, if not oedematous, is sunken ; 
tihe conjunctiva is strongly injected, and a reddish 
circle surrounds* the eyes.” 

. The symptoms of acute poisoning are as follows : 

Immediately after the poison is swallowed a 
metallic taste is perceived, with ’constriction of the 
SsuiceK A; violent burning pain, which soon becomes 
exemdating, is felt in the stomac;h> and gradually 
extends - ftaelf over, the whole abdomen, , steadily 
tncreadngTn severity until 4t becomes intolerable. 
Ee^ting arid vomiting and cramps of the bowe0 
ensut^ iividi spasms of the oes^hagus and ches^ 
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which resemble those of hydrophobia. The thirst 
is insatiable, but even the mildest drinks cannot be 
retained. The tongue is generally fissured, hard 
and dry, although occasionally there is profuse sali- 
vation, and the voice is hoarse. There is also 
tenesmus, with bloody and offensive stools and 

retraction of the abdomen. The irritation extends 

* 

to the urinary organs, producing strangury. Some- 
times the urine is completely suppressed, and 
sometimes it is mixed with blood. Christison says 
that in women there is burning in the vagina and 
excoriation of the labia, but this does not happen 
unless life is prolonged beyond three days. Bach- 
man had previously noticed the pain above alluded 
to, and also profuse menorrhagia among the symp- 
toms in women. 

“The pulse is irregular, rapid and intermittent; 
the muscles are spasmodically affected ; the skin 
presents a livid eruption, as already described. 
The sense of anguish is unutterable, and sometimes 
tliere is delirium. The breathing is oppressed: A 
consuming fire seems to prey dpon the vitals, 
while the whole body • is pale, cold, shivery and 
clammy. The features are sunken and sharp ; if 
vomiting occurs it is convulsive and affords no 
relief. Exhaustion of mind and body; prostration 
and* despair, with anxious restlessness, g^erally 
attend this stag6 of the attadc. On the approach 
of death, spasm yields to general exhausdon> 
the pulse grows slovT and feeble, and urinie ahd 
fieces ate passed, involunurily, but ^nsibiHty and 
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consciousness are lost only in the last moments 
of life 

“The duration of the symptoms is variable, and 
may be stated, in. general, as from six to twelve 
hours, but occasionally they last several days. 

“ But even when recovery from th^ acute symp- 
toms takes place it is rarely complete. For months 
or even years, the joints remain stiff and swollen, 
rendering walking difficult and painful ; the digestive 
organs continue irritable and feeble, and all the* 
functions of the nervous system are impaired. In 
some cases paralysis of the upper or lower extrem- 
ities occurs, and gangrenous ulcers attack the legs.” 

“The quantity of arsenious acid sufficient. to 
cause death will depend,” says Qisterlein, “on the 
condition of the stomach at the time thd arsenic is 
swallowed. If the stomach be full of food at the 
time a large quantity may produce only a slight 
effect." Thus CEsterlein reports a case in which 
just after a hearty meal a man swallowed a quarter 
of an ounce. Emetics were ‘given immediately and 
no evil followed. 

On the other hand, very small doses may pro- 
duce very violent and fatal symptoms. 

Four, three, and even two grains of arsenious 
acid have destroyed life. 

A summary review of the effects of Arsenic 
leads us to conclude : ^ 

1. JFrom the fact’ that, after death from poi- 
soning by it, it is found in almost every tis^ 
and aecredon of the body, that it is universtdly 
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diffused throughout the body and acts upon every 
part 

2. From the. fact that its action and difjasmn 
are uniform, however it be introduced into the 
body, whether through the skin or by the alimen- 
tary canal, that its action is specific and not local. 

3. From its efifect^g in chronic poisoning, pro- 
ducing anaemia, exhaustion, emaciation, etc., that 
it acts upon the blood composition, as well as 
•directly on the tissues and on the nervous system. 

We consider now the more intimate specific 
effects as gathered from provings on the _ healthy 
body, made by Hahnemann and his pupils. 

A few words from Halinemann’s introduction 
to his proving may not be amiss, and especially 
since the use of Arsenic as a remedy has been 
denounced on the ground of its frequent abuse as 
a poison. 

“ When I utter tlie name Arsenic, powerful 
recollections possess my soul. • 

“ In creating Iron, the All-Merciful left it free 
to His children to transform it at their pleasure, 
either into the murderous dagger or the blessed 
ploughshare, and to use it either for destruction or 
preservation. * * » * 

“It is not the fault of Him who loves us all' 
that we abuse powerful medicinal agents, . ^vi£^ 
them either in tod large doses or in cases for whi<^ 
they die not suitable, beipg merely guided by Ac 
caprice of miserable auAorities, and without ha^ng 
taken Ae trouble to investigate Ae ^itAcieot^ ‘ 
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live virtues of the drug, and to make our selectuHi 
dep^id on the knowledge thus obtained.” 


GENERAL ANALYSIS. 

1 . Arsenic exhausts the .vital power of certain 
oi^;ans or systems or of the entire organism, pro- 
duces symptoms of impeded activity in the func- 
tions of organs; indeed, in some cases, positive' 
paralysis. 

This asthenic condition characterizes the entire 
symptomatology of Arsenic. For this reason, the 
sensations of prostration, lassitude, weakness, etc., 
sinking of the forces, etc., are highly characteristic 
indications for Arsenic. . They are so peculiar to 
Arsenic that Hahnemann says: “ Even circumstances 
that are in themselves -not very important and would 
otherwise produce but little effect, occasion in the 
Arsenic patient a sudden and complete sinking of 
the forces.” This is a vital phenomenon and not a 
result of chemical or physical destruction of vital 
organs^ as the stomach or intestine ; for this sink- 
ing occurs when there is no such destruction. 

2. The organic substance of the body is acted 

upon ^roughout A cachectic dyscrasia and colli- 
quative destruction of tissues . is indicated by 
symj^oms of the complexion, excretions, ulcers, 
erUpticm, and the skin generally. ^ 

’ ^ the use of Ar»snic. in persons of\ 
^ persons. 
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3. The sphere o£ action embraQCs almost, all 
the organs and systems of the body, but it acts 
especially on the mucous membranes and ‘the exter- 
nal skin. , \ ' 

■ 4. It is one of the most eminent periodics, of 

our materia medica. . 

5. As characteristic peculiarities may .be men- 
tioned ; 

That the symptoms of Arsenic are almost always 
accompanied by gijeat restlessness and anxiety, 
indeed sometimes by frantic desperation. 

That they are sometimes relieved for a time 
by external warmth. 

That they occur and are aggravated during 
repose, but are ajnelioratcd by standing and by 
moving. 

That the symptoms are almost always attended 

by concomitant symptoms ; that is, by symptoms 

*■ • 

which stand in no pathological relation to the 
former. 

That as regard.s the time of day at which the 
symptoms occur or are‘ aggravated there ds a great 
variety. Most of them occur at night after lying 
down, or about two a. m. ; some on rising, and after 
dinner. 


SPECIAL ANALYSIS. 

t 

The action oh j^the head is not very striking. 
Pressing 'pain imd semi-lateral headaches are 
mentioned by proversi but not graphically.-' It js' 
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' probable that the general symptoms alone will suf- 
fice to gpide the prescriber in selecting Arsenic for 
headache. ■ * . 

Eyks. Upon the . eyes and their appendages 
Arsenic produces : itching, drawing and pressure 
ai^und the eyes, swelling of the lids, pains on 
moving the eyelids, as if they were dry abd rubbed 
against the eyeball ; agglutination of the lids ; 
increased lachrymation ; drawing and pressure, but 
especially tickling, itching and* (the charac- 

teristic sensation produced by Arsenic.) The con- 
junctiva is reddened, there is photophobia, the 
pupils are contracted; in fact there is every symp- 
tom of inflammation. As regar,ds vision itself, it 
is obscured and weakened. 

With regard to the ears, no symptom seems 
characteristic, except that,' almost all the paroxysms 
of pain, wherever located, begin with roaring in 
the ears. But when it is remembered that great 
debility and exhaustion attend the pains of Arsenic, 
and that these in ,4urn are* apt to be attended by 
rparing^ in the ears, this* symptom will not be 
regarded as indicative of a special affection of the. 
ear. 

Let me, however, caution you against supposing 
tiiat. because Arsenic Has hitherto produced no defi- 
nite . ear alTection it cannot nevertheless cure one. I 
shall have occasion to relate to , you a severe case 
of oi^gia, cured in a very shd«1» time by a single 
dose of Ai^senic ; which was thdicated by the gifi- 
; consthudonal symptoms of the case. 
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The face is altered in complexion, which assumes 
a sunken, yellow, ghastly aspect; the slvn around 
the mouth is livid, the face is cold and sunken. 

Swelling and inflammation of the lips, bleeding 
of the lips, painful tumor in the lip, an ulcer, 
phagedenic, with a tearing, biting, burning pain, 
aggravated by touch, and in the air, and especially 
at night. These symptoms must be remembered 
in connection with the well-known and long-known 
use of Arsenic in ill-conditioned ulcers of the lip, 
lupus, and epithelial cancer. 

The toothache of Arsenic is a pressing, tearing, 
jerking, not infrequently conjoined with swelling 
of the cheek, relieved by sitting up in bed, and 
by external warmth. Many other remedies produce 
the same effects. The indication for Arsenic must, 
therefore, be drawn rather from the constitutional 
than from the local symptoms. 

Arsenic produces great dryness of the mouth 
and excessive thirst, yet at the same time the prover 
drinks but little at a time. The saliva is sometimes 
bloody. The tongue is dry aB if burnt, deprived 
of sensibility, sdtehing pains in the root ‘of the 
tongue, burning^ pain in the fl&ngue. . 

The tong^ie is excoriated at the tip, which has 
a biting or burning pain. ^ 

In the throat, dryness burning, a scraped, 
ulcerative sensation. Constrict!^ feeling in the 
oesophagus and throat Gangrenous inflammation 
of the throat ^ 

/ • Action on the fauces is eminently exerbid by 
Arsenic, however it be introduced mtb the system. 
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The same may be said 'of its action upon the entife 
alimentary canal. 

Arsenic alters the normal taste; sometimes this 
is extinguished. Agfain, the taste is bitter, sour, or 
putrid. Appetite is abnormal ; there are cravings 
for acids, for coffee, etc., but especially loss of 
appetite: there is nausea at the idea of food. 

The nausea which Arsenic produces is conjoined 
with a sensation of the greatest weakness, with 
anxiety ; it recurs pcriodicayy. It is often con- 
joined with symptoms that seem to have no patho- 
logical connection with it ; it is worse during repose, 
and is aggravated by motion. 

Actual vomiting occurs, with great anxiety, with 
diarrh ea, with severe griping and burning pains in 
the stomach and abdomen. 

The vomiting requires great effort ; is scanty in 
quantity) as are all the excretions of Arsenic ; and 
it is followed by extreme prostration. 

The matters vomited may^ be first water, then 
thick, glairy or grass-green .mucus, and then blood. 
The stomach ^ecoqies at times so irritable that it 
will not tolerate food. 

Hahnemann saysk Arsenic provokes in the stom- 
ach rather an irregular' convulsive* action than an 
ordinary peristaltic or anti-peristaltic motion ; rather 
an anxious, fruitless retching than a copious vomiting. 

In the stomach itself, pressing, gnawing, dtirn- 
ing, and a feeling as though the stomach were 
distended. 

. 

The bunding’ pains are the most constant 
With them c<^e violent thirst) lamentation, anguish* 
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They may be continuous or periodic. If the latter, 
they occur most frequently at two a. m., or after 
eating. 

Intes/iucs, All the varieties of pains analogous 
to that which is .so characteristic of Arsenic, viz. : 
burning, may be confined to single parts of the 
abdomen, or may be general, — generally in the 
hypogastric region, — accompanied by thirsty rest- 
lessness and the other conditions of Arsenic. 

StooL Most important symptoms. 

Arsenic produces diarrhoea ; it is our most 
important remedy for diarrhoea. As all the excre- 
tions of Arsenic are scanty, so is the stool. The 
irritation is disproportionately great. The stool is 
preceded by restlessness, anguish, and pain in the 
abdomen. It is accompanied by vomiting, excessive 
pain in the abdomen, burning in the rectum, tenes- 
mus. It is followed by burning in the anus, 
palpitation, trembling of the limbs, great weakness 
— out of all proportion to the amount of stool. 

It is of great importance to note the concomi- 
tant symptoms that precede, accompany and follow 
the stool. They often indicate the remedy. Thus 
Nux vomica, Mercury, Aloes, Capsicum, Podophyl- 
lum, Veratrum and Phosphorus are distinguished. 

The stool, as regards its character, is diarrhoeic. 
It consists of a pappy (not oftep watery),* yellow, 
bloody or greenish, or more fi^uently a blackish, 
very offensive substance. 

The characteristics maji^ be said to be small 
quantity, dark color, offensive odor; great prostca** 
tion following it 
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No other drug combines all these character- 
istics. Phosphorus has some : but Phosphorus is 
never indicated where the loss of power, the 
prostration, is a striking symptom. 

Veratrum has some, -but the quantity of the 
excretion is as remarkably large, as, under Arsenic, 
it is notably small. 

' Secale cornutum has some, but the stool is 
watery, putrid, dark brown ; and there is not the 
restless anguish of Arsenic, 

Graphites has some, but the stool is pasty, of 
a light brown color, and a most atrocious odor, 
with scarcely any pain, and no restlessness, nor 
weakness, etc., etc. 

There is burning in the bladder and in the 
urethra. The urine is scanty. Three cases of 
chronic poisoning, — recorded in the “ Edinburgh 
Medical and Surgical Journal,” — one from which 
the patient recovered, two in which death occurred, 
present us perfect pictures of Bright’s disease, even 
to the pathological anatomy of the disease. 

Arsenic produces a yellow, acrid leucorrhoea, 
and increases the menstrual flow. 

During tlie menses, sharp sticking in the rec- 
tum, extending to the anus and pubes ; cutting 
pains in the abdomen, with* the conditions charac- 
teiistic of Arseniy, 

The menses are often followed by a discharge 
of bloody mucus. 

, It shtHild be addecf, that, in cases of chrome 
pcnsoniiig, profuse metrorrhagia has occurred; and 
dus jEiet has led to the successful use of Arsenic 



192 


ARSENICUM ALBUM. 


in such cases, where the constitutional symptoms 
correspond. 

Arsenic seems to produce in the mucous mem- 
brane of the respiratory organs a hyperaemic and 
inflammatory condition, tlie symptoms of which vary 
according «to the locality. 

Thus, in the nasal membrane, the irritation is 
shown by frequent sneezing, by obstruction alter- 
nating with fluent coryza. With hoarseness and 
drowsiness ; the nares burn, and the discharge is 
watery and very acrid. 

On the larynx, the. action is not marked. But 
we have constant tickling in the entire trachea, 
which provokes a cough, a feeling of rawness, 
soreness and burning in the chest; scanty, tena- 
cious mucus in the chest, hard to dislodge ; and 
when dislodged it 'is blood-streaked. 

The cough is dry, and very fatiguing. It is 
paroxysmal, worse at night; and is sometimes so 
violent that it seems as though suffocation would 
ensue. It is aggravate^ by drinking, by movementti 
of the body, and by theT open air. 

But the cough symptoms, etc., are by no means 
so violent, nor indeed so significant, as those of 
several other remedies. On the other hand. Arsenic 
produces a series of chest symptoms very peculiar 
and significant, viz., the aiSthmatic series. 

Constriction of the chest (here we meet the 
characteristic constriction, as in the cesophagusi t|(e 
rectum and die Madder), dyspncea, vasthma, whb- 
tling respiration ->-ihdeed all degrees of 
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respiration, dyspnoea, orthopnoea, apncea. They may 
be paroxysmal, intermittent, periodically recurring, 
worse at night 

Burning in the chest 

The heart is especially affected by Arsenic, and 
'it is probable that some of the dyspn&a is thus 
explained. 

We find anguish in the prmcordia, stitching and 
sore pain there on coughing; pain under the prse- 
cordia restricting respiration; palpitation; at night, 
about three A. m., an irregulaf but very violent 
palpitation, which seems to him audible, with great 
anguish ; palpitation much worse when he lies on 
the back. * ' . ‘ ‘ 

Pathologico- anatomical investigations show the 
heart to be “lax, not over-filled with blood, the 
muscular substance infiltrated with blood. The 
pericardium contains serum,” It would appear that 
Arsenic affects the muscular substance of the heart 
In the trunk. Arsenic produces various pains 
ofr stiffness, lassitude and powerlessness. 

Autopsies show that the spinal marrow is always 
affected, especially the lower part of it 

In the upper extremities (as might be supposed) 
the symptoms are few, chiefly those of loss of 
power. 

In the lower extremities they are numerous, 
but may be reduced to three varieties : pain, spasm, 
pm^ysis. 

The pains -mre stitching, boring and tearing. * 
The spasms are generally tonic contractions. The 
II.— 14 
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paralysis occurs, generally, in fatal cases, not long' 
before death, and is hardly a specific effect of 
Arsenic, but rather,, a forerunner of dissolution. 

The skin is one of those organs on which the 
action of Arsenic is most powerfully exerted. 

Thus Arsenic produces : i. Pains, itching, biting, 
gnawing; but above all, burning. 

2. Watery swellings ; from pufifiness of the feet 
or the face to general anasarca. 

3. Eruptions. Inflamed spots on the face, head 
and neck ; nettle-rash, yellow spots. 

Whitish papules or elevated spots, itching and 
burning, like lepra, red pimples, pustules. 

’ 4 : Sorehess between the arms and trunk. 
Ulcers already existing and hitherto painful become 
very sensitive, as if red-hot coals were laid upon 
them ; the margins become elevated, and they 
bleed, discharging black blood; the ulcers become 
offensive. 

jf 

The sleep is disturbed; sleeplessness alternates 
with restlessness and tossing, twitching and jerk- 
ing. There are vivid) anxious dreams. ' Sleep does 
not- refresh. 

The fetrer may be continued, or remitting, or 
distinctly intermittent*; quotidian, or quartan. 

The paroxysm is not complete. One stage is 
generally wanting. 

T|ie fever is most apt to occur at night 

The sweat occurs only at the end of the feve^r 
or Only at the beginning of sleep. 

The pulse is* small; quick, but weak. ;? 
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Thirst never accompanies the chill, but comes 
after it It does not accompany the night fever, 
but is very violent during thcrsweat 
The disposition is: . * 

a. Depressed, melancholy, despairing, indifferent 
i. Fearful, restless, anxious, full of anguish. 
c. Irritable, sensitive, peevish. 


PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS. 

Masked ague. Otalgia. Neuralgia. Bright’s 
disease. Dyspepsia. •Diarrhoea. Metrorrhagia. 
Skin diseases (psoriasis). Intermittent. Coryza. 
Asthma. Chorea. Heart disease. Ulcers. 

The fact cannot be too often called to mind, 
nor too strongly insisted upon, that our most 
characteristic indications 'for the use of a drug 
which presents well-defined general symptoms, as 
Arsenic does, and indeed as ^very well-proved drug 
does, are derived not from its local action upon 
any , organ or "^system, not from a knowledge of 
the particular tissues it may affect, and how it affects 
them, but upon the general constitutionah symptoms 
and their conditions and concomitants. If this were 
not so, in the presence of how many maladies,' of 
the .inrimate nature of which we are wholly igno- 
nmt and. which neverthelessjwe cure, shdiild we be 
Utterly powcrli^s for good. . 

I n^ntion and urge diis, because the '“oppositi^,- 
is strongly pressed by an authof whose volumi- 
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nous productions are evidence in themselves of the 
notorious fact that his life has been that of a stu- 
dent and compiler ; that he entirely lades the 
practical experience in the treatment of the sick, 
which serves as the test and corrective of any 
theoretical, opinions we may form of the mode of 
selecting drugs, and of their mode of action. 

A few cases will illustrate what I mean. 

A lady of middle age suffered from intense 
pain in the inner ear. There were no indications 
of external inflammation. The pain had lasted 
several days. No remedy had given any relief. 
Morphine had only temporarily assuaged the pain, 
which afterward became worse again. Here was 
^le case. What organ was . affected ? Doubtful. 
What tissues ? Who could say ? Could Arsenic 
be the remedy ? Certainly Arsenic produces no 
such symptoms. What were the constitutional 
symptoms and the conditions ? Did the patient 
endure the pain patiently? On the contrary, the 
pain was intolerable. Her whole demeanor indi- 
cated positive anguish. She could not retain one 
position for more than a few seconds, but tossed 
and moved, about, and was constantly changing her 
posture. Then, the pain was not constant 

It intermitted, the intervals varying from ten 
to ninety minutes. 

As regards character, the pain was described as 
a fine, burning pain. 

The effects of the pain were very remarkable. 
Whereas during its continuance die padehds vioi^ 
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lent movements indicated the possession of no 
inconsiderable muscular vigor, no sooner had the 
paroxysm passed over than she fell into a state of 
really pitiable exhaustion and weakness. Moreover, 
she had burning thirst, though she cared to drink 
but little at a time. 

Here, then, we have, though none of the local 
symptoms corresponded to Arsenic, yet a complete 
picture of the general or constitutional action of 
that drug. We have burning pain, intolerable 
paroxysmal pain, followed by disproportionate 
exhaustion, and attended by burning thirst, in 
which, however often the patient drinks, she takes 
but little at a time. A single dose of Arsenic 
given at the commencement of a paroxysm of paiq|^ 
caused the disappearance of the pain iq^ the space 
of five minutes. The patient fell asleep. There 
was never any return of the pain. She was well. 

A second case will serve to illustrate not merely 

■ 

this point but also another, viz. : the detection and 
treatment of what is sometimes called “ masked 
intermittent;” by which is meant a disease clearly 
resulting from marsh-malaria, and which neverthe- 
less does not manifest itself by the customary 
paroxysm of chill, heat and perspiration, which 
constitute intermittent fever. 

A ^ecocious child in Dutchess County, twelve 
years old, had complained for more than eighteen 
months of a severe pain in the left ear. She was|^ 
broBfght to my office for treatment, with the state- 
inent fot this affection she had been treated. 
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both locally and constitutionally, for an inflammation 
of the middle ear, by some of the most distin- 
guished surgeons of the city of New- York, but with 
no good result. I could discover no distinct signs 
of local lesion, but nevertheless supposed it to be 
a case of otalgia, and from a very close corre- 
spondence of the case, as described to me, with the 
symptoms of Champmilla, gave that drug. 

She got no betten I then learned that she 
had been under the care of a good homoeopathic 
physician, who, if it had been simple otalgitf, would 
surely have cured her. This fact induced me to 
scrutinize the case very carefully before I prescribed 
again. Visiting the patient repeatedly at her resi- 
^l^ence, at different times in the day, I found that 
the attacks of pain were regularly and distinctly 
paroxysmal ; that they were attended by the pecu- 
liar thirst so characteristic of Arsenic, ahd by the 
restlessness and anguish, and followed by the 
prostration, equally characteristic. Furthermore, 
concomitant symptoms in the shape of an Arsenic 
gastralgia and an Arsenic diarrhoea were also 
present. It then occurred fb me that this was 
probably a case of masked intermittent. The situ- 
ation of the house, and the topography of the 
neighborhood favored the idea. On the strength 
of the symptoms recited, I gave Ar^nicuni ****. 
Within hve days the pains had^ ceased to app^*, . 
but in their stead came a,«. regular paroxysm of 
chill, fever and sweat, indicating the existence ’of 
quotidian intermittent fever. ITiese parokysa^Y 
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recurred for four days, gradually diminishing in 
intensity. They then ceased, leaving the patient 
■well. 

Instances almost without number might be 
adduced in corroboration . of this statement, that 
cures are to be made in a multitude of instances 
which present local symptoms and lesioqs of tissue, 
to which the symptomatology of 'the drug presents 
no analogy; provided always the general and con- 
stitutional symptoms correspond closely to those 
which -characterize the drug. And it maybe added 
that perhaps no other drug is so often useful and 
available in this way as Arsei\ic, for the reason 
that hardly any other drug produces general symp- 
toms so strongly marked, and so easily detected ; 
I may add, so frequently met with in patients. 
Whatever, then, may be the local nature of the 
disease before, whaterer pathological name it may 
bear, if the general symptoms correspond to those 
of Arsenic in the way that *1 have pointed out, do 
not hesitate a moment to give that drug. (How 
otherwise could we cure lupus, cancer, ulcers ; for 
these do not occur in provings J) 

The eminent periodic character of the action of 
Arsenic upon the healthy subject, would mark it at 
once as a drug likely to be very useful in the cure 
of intermittent fever. But long .before systematic 
ptovings on the healthy body had made known to 
us this peculiarity, j)opular experience had dis- 
covered the value of Arsenic in such cases, fl 
was fQuh4 to be the sole ingredient of a nostrum, 
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very famous in the last century under the name of 
“the tasteless ague-drop.” 

During the wars consequent on the French 
Revolution, and the Napoleonic wars on the conti- 
nent of Europe, while England held control of the 
ocean and effectually blockaded the European sea- 
ports, thereby preventing the importation of foreign 
productSj and among them of Peruvian bark, the 
recognized specific ‘for intermittent fever (for, what- 
ever opinion the English may now entertain of tlic 
barbarity of our withholding medicines from our 
enemies, they had then no doubt of the propriety 
of withholding them from theirs) ; — at this time 
attention was turned to the practicability of using 
Arsenic as a substitute for bark in treating inter- 
mittent ; and large rewards were offered for an 
effectual method of so using it, or for any cfficien'; 
substitute for bark. It is amazing that* this idea 
of using one . specific as a substitute for another 
specific could ever be ^nterfained ; since the virtue j 
of a specific reside in its peculiar, individual prop- 
erties, which are never common to two different 
substances. Nevert|ieless, even at the present day 
and in our latest works on materia medica, we find 
the subject of the substitution of Arsenic for Quinine 
gravely discussed, and statistics referred to to show, 
as th*e case may be, its inferiority or superiority ti> 
Quinine. As might be supposed, the testimony of 
different physicians differs widely on this point, 
.Some affirm that almost ^1 the cases treated by 
them during a certain period, were prompdy 
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by Arsenic, while they proved rebellious to Quinine. 
Others succeeded with Arsenic in a smaller pro- 
portion of cases, and* in a larger with Quinine ; 
while others, again, found Arsenic of comparatively 
little use, Quinine curing nearly every case. Finally, 
others again failed with Arsenic and Quinin'e alike, 
but succeeded with other drugs less often used, as 
Ipecacuanha, or Eupatorium, or Nux vomica. 

Now, it is a wonderful thing that medical men 
should still argue, in the face of these statistics,, 
upon a question of the relative . value of certain 
drugs in the treatment of a disease, regarded not 
in the light of the individuals affected by it, but 
solely with reference to its great pathological feat-' 
urcs. It seems to me the only sound deductions 
from these testimonies are these: That there are 
diversities in the form in which intermittent fever 
appears m different persons and in different epi- 
demics ; that these forms require different remedies, 
.and that *thus there is a form which is capable of 
being cured by Arsenic, and by nothing else; a 
form (^pable of being cured by Quinine, and by 
nothing else; and so of other drugs. In this view, 
when a* case of intermittent fever presents itself, 
the question can never be: Is Arsenic a better 
remedy for this disease than Quinine is? Does it 
offer greater chances of a cure? There can ife no 
better or worse. The question is between right 
and wrong; suitable and not suitable. The qu^- 
tkm would be always : Which remedy corresponds to 
tiiiS'particular case, ‘and is, therefore, indicated in it? 
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Attention should again be called to the fact 
which has been previously mentioned (see Bryonia), 
that in different epidemics the indications, though 
uniform, are often quite different; and that in the 
endemic fevers of certain malarious districts, the 
indications for Remedies arc often very uniform, and 
yet different for each locality. Thus it has been 
found, by experience, that the intermittents which 
are endemic near Rome (Italy), require Quinine or 
China ; those of the head of the Adriatic require 
Arsenic ; those of the Maremma, along the Tuscan 
gulf, require Bryonia ; those of Salonica, in Tur- 
key, yield to Ammonium muriaticum ; 'syhile those 
of the Dobrutscha require Rhus toxicodendron. 

The special indications for Arsenic in intermit- 
tent are thus admirably state.d by Dr. Wurmb 
( “ HomcEopathische Clinische Studien,” i., 179): 

“Arsenic is one of those few drugs whose 
action is distinguished not alone by its inten- 
sity, but equally by its extent ; it involves the 
entire organism. Every system, every organ of 
the body, every nervous filament, is so subjected 
to its powerful influence that we are not able 
to say which "of its symptoms are priipafy, and 
which are secondary, and where the focus of its 
action chiefly lies. 

“’^Ve see the entire nerve-life attacked in all 
directions, from the slightest excitement to the 
most violent irritation ; from the mere sensatiofl 
weakness to actual paral3rsis ; and then we 
likewise, another series of distuthances ari;se frotaa- 
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its action, which advance in refular gradation from 
the most inconsiderable acceleration of the circula- 
tion to the most violent febrile storin ; from the 
slightest irregularity in tlie vegetative sphere to a 
cachectic dyscrasia, yejs, even to decomposition and 
destruction of the organic substance. 

“ In addition, we remark the striking similarity 
between the symptoms of chronic, arsenical poison- 
ing and those of the intermittent cachexy ; as well 
as the fact that Arsenic has the property of causing 
the periodical recurrence of symptoms in so high 
a degree as to surpass in this respect all' other 
drugs; in a word, no other drug known to us has 
such a power of affecting so intimately and so 
variously those organs that, are especially affected 
in intermittent fever ; and none corresponds so 
well as Arsenic does to all the requirements of a 
remedy for intermittent. * * * 

“ Arsenic is indicated in cases which are dis- 
tinguished not only by weakness in the vital power 
and deterioration of the organic substance, but also 
and* at the same time by symptoms of excitation 
of the circulation, or of the nervous system alone, 
or of both together. » 

“Again, it seems to be the more especially 
indicted the more malignant the influence^ from 
whkh the disease has sprung. Marsh-miasm is the 
chief of these influences ; in this originate the 
serious and most dangerous cases of feteti; 
and in these. Arsenic is often the only remedy diat 
rescue the patient 
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“Again, the lohger the disease has lasted, the 
more is Arsenic generally indicated ; because the 
more deeply have the organs and tissues been 
affected, the more nearly has the patient’s condition 
approached that known as the intermittent cachexia, 
and which so nearly resembles the arsenical cachexia. 
Especially is this the case when the liver and the 
spleen have become swollen. 

“ The iniermittents which find this homoeopathic 
remedy in Arsenic present in their paroxysms the 
following peculiarities : the paroxysms are general, 
violent, and of long duration ; the stages are either 
distinctly developed, and equally proportioned to 
each other, or else, as is most frequently the case, 
the one or the other stage is absent, or is very 
feebly present; if the latter be the case, it is gen- 
erally the cold stage which fails, and the hot stage, 
is all the more violent; The more intense the heat, 
the longer it continues, the higher the degree of 
development of the accompanying excitemenjt in 
the vascular system, and the more burning and 
insatiable the thirst, the better is Arsenic indicetted. 
The sweating stage may be altogether wanting ; . 
or the perspiration may be very copious ; it breaks 
out generally several hours after the end of the 
hot stage, and lasts a long time. 

“With the paroxysms are associated / many 
distressing accessory symptoms, which are con- 
nected, some with the disturbances in the ner- 
vous system, some with ^ose of the vascukff 
system, e. g,, spasms, pains, delirium, papalyil^ 
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and the anguish and restle&ness that arc so 
characteristic of Arsenic, ' ’ • 

‘ The apyrexia is not pure, but is 'disturbed by 
symptoms of the most various kinds ; restlessness, 
sleeplessness, spasms, digestive disorders, feeling of 
weakness and general prostration ; and it is espe- 
cially characteristic for Arsenic, that, after every 
paroxysm, there is a notable increase of pros- 
tration.” 

Much of what has been said will serve to point 
out the indications for Arsenic in continued fever 
as well as in interniittent. A careful analysis of 
the symptoms of Arsenic shows them to be a 
mixture of prostration and of destruction in the 
vegetative system, with erethism and excitement in 
the animal system, and in the circulation. In this 
respect if is related to Rhus toxicodendron, being 
more active and more penetrating in each respect 
than Rhus. As representing torpor and collapse 
without erethism, we have already (following 
Wurmb) mentioned Phosphoric acid as the less 
powerful and Carbo vegetabilis as the more power-, 
fill drug,— correlatives respectively of Rhus toxico- 
dendron and Arsenic. 

Wuripb thus describes the typhoid fever in which 
Arsenic is indicated : 

“The patients arc very restless and anxious, 
and generally so weak that they move ♦only the 
hand^, feet and head, and not the trunk ; and hemep 
dp npt voluntarily ch^ge their posture in bed. 
Thp pujse ;b very frequent, small and irregular; 
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the temperature greatly elevated, the cheeks burn- 
ing hot and red, the thirst insatiable. With these 
symptoms of excitement those of decomposition of 
the blood hold equal pace, as is shown by the 
exanthema and ecchymoses, the often profuse 
ha;morrhages from various organs, the character 
of the blood thus excreted, and the destruction 
of the tissues in the parts on which the patient 
lies. 

“ The sensorial functions are withdrawn from 
the influence of the will ; the delirium is always 
full of anguish and distress, and is sometimes 
violent, but more frequently is muttering. Ther6 
are sudden startings and jerkings of muscles in 
the face and trunk. 

“The patients often perceive nothing, and com- 
plain of nothing ; the excretions pass invbluntarily, ’ 
but the urine frequently retained, and the bladder 
is often .so distended as to threaten a rupture, 
which indeed really takes place if the urine be not 
drawn ofif. The lips and tongue are dry, the latter 
often hard and either clean and dark red, or else 
thickly coated, the coat being a dark-brown fur, 
which also covers lips and teeth; speech is often 
impossible. 

“ The stool bears the marks of colliquation ; 
the stools are frequent, watery and bloody; thfe^ 
flatulent distention of the abdomen is enormous.' 
There is rattling in the lungs. Emaciation is veiy 
rapid and very great In such cases peiforatioh erf 
the intestine is a common occurrence.” 



ARSENICUM ALBUM. 


207 


,The indications for Arsenic in neuralgia, in 
affections of the eyes and teeth, must be drawn 
from the character oC the pain and from the gen- 
eral symptoms. In cholera morbus, in diarrhoea, 
and in malignant dysentery, it may be indicated, 
as the symptoms, both general and local, already 
described, clearly show. 



HYDRA JIGYRUM. 

A METAL known to the ancients. 

It was used medicinally by the Arabs, from 
whom the Europeans derived a knowledge of it 
through the Moors of Spain. Its general introduc- 
tion into medical use is ascribed (perhaps wrongly) 
to Paracelsus (died 1541). 

At ordinary temperatures, • Hydrargyrum is 
liquid, hence its name liquid silver, or quick, that is, 
living silver. It freezes at 39.4" Fahr. and boils 
at 662" Fahr. It is very important to know that 
it gives off vapor at ordinary temperatures, and 
that from the inhalation of these vapors serious 
poisonings have resulted. 

No drug, not even Opium, is in so constant 
and universal use among medical practitioners of 
the old school as Mercury. No drug has wrought 
so much mischief upon the human race through its 
abuse. Like every other drug, it has its proper 
place in the treatm^ent of djsease. This place can- 
not be supplied by any other drug. When used 
in this proper, place, and used in a proper manner, 
it b a most powerful instrument for good. These 
considerations require that the subject of the prop- 
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erti.es and uses of Mercury should be carefully 
and fully treated. , 

‘Mercury has beeftand is used in various forms: 

1. Metallic Mercury, Hydrargyrum. 

Mercurius vivus of Hahndmann, prepared for 

use by homceopathicians, by triturating Hydrargy-. 
rum with Milk Sugar, according to the rules of the 
Homceopathic Pharmacy, ifntil the required attenu- 
ation is reached. 

2. Hydrargyrum cum creta. Mercury with 
chalk. Trituration 3 oz. H. to 5 02. 

3. Pillulae Hydrargyrite. Blue pill. Blue mass. 

Mercury i oz., confection of roses ijOi, pow- 
dered liquorice root i oz. 

Then there are combinations of metallic Mer- 
« 

cury with fats, for external use. 

4. Unguentum Hydrargyri. Mercury 2 lbs, 
la<^ 23 oz., suet I oz. 

5. Black oxide, protoxide , the precipitate in 
bhiek wash. . 

6. The Hydrargyri oxydum’ rubrum. 

Red deutoxide. Red precipitate, used chiefly in 
the red precipitate ointment. 

7. Black sulphuret, or Ethiop's mineral. 

S, Red sulphuret, bisulphuret; cinnabar. 

9. Dichloride, Subchloride ; Hydrargyri Chlo- 
aiild chloride of Mercury; Calomel- 
aobs; cakmitil; prepared* by treating a sulphate 
of , the jaWpclide of Mercury yrith .chloride of 
atoms* of Miiwy and one of 
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Its English name, calomel, which agnifies 
“beautiful black,” is said to have been given it by 
Sir Theodore Mayerne, in compliment to a negfro 
who assisted him in preparing it. 

The ofhcinal compound cathartic pill contains 
calomel, with compound cxtracjt of colocynth, ex- 
tract jalap and gamboge: 

10. Hydrargyri chloridum corrosivum ; “bichlo- 
ride of Mercury”; corrosive sublimate^ Generally 
regarded as a bichloride, but really a chloride. An 
acrid poison of great activity, forming a scarlet 
precipitate with iodide of potassium, and insoluble 
compounds with albumen and Rbrine. 

11. Hydrargyrum ammoniatum. Ammonio- 
chloride of Mercury. White precipitate, precipitated 
by ammonia from a solution of corrosive sublimate. 

12. Hydrargyrum iodidum. ' 

13. Hydrargyrum biniodidum. 

14. Hydrargyrum oxydulatum nigrum. Nitras 
ammoniacus cum oxydo hydrargyroso. Mercurite 
solubilis Hahnemanni. Ammonio- nitrate of Mercury. 

Soluble Mercury of Hahnemann. 

Three parts of -pure quicksilver are treated with 
four parts of concentrated nitric acid until about 
two parts of the quicksilver are dissolved. To die 
hot solution are then added twelve parts of dis- 
tilled water; it is filtered, and to it is add^ a 
mixture of one and a. half parts of strong 
ammonia, sp, gr. .95, and eight parts of 
water. A black precipitate is*formed, whidi is'lbe 
soluble Mercury of Hahnemiuui. 
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it is a tasteless, black powder, volatile in 
Itbat - 

This preparation was introduced by Hahnemann 
into medicine, long before he had made aiiy of 
those discoveries and observations which afterward 
became known as homoeopathy. It was extensively, 
used as a mercurial preparation, more certain and 
less severe in its action than calomel or corrosive 
sublimate, and is still highly esteemed and much 
used in Europe, especially in Paris, at the hospital 
St. Louis. 

Hahnemann’s excellent proving of Mercury was 
made chiefly with this preparation. 

In treating of the action of Mercury on the 
organism, I propdse to follow Hahnemann’s proving 
of mercurius solubilis; speaking afterward of dif- 
ferences in the* action of other preparations. 


GENERAL ANALYSIS. 

The action of Mercury is most profound and 
extensive. li affects the entire organism. The 
sensoHum, the nerves of reflex function, and those 
which preside over vegetative life, are all modified 
in action. The substance of every tissue is more 
Of lessi altered. 

Butt in considering the action of Mercury on 
vital force, we distinguish at • once that its 
action vtm the niHtaorium, on the nerves of animal 
is atfooi^iaate to that on the nerves of vege> 
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tation. Here is a distinction at once between 
Mercury and the narcotics or cerebrants. 

The nutrition is depressed by Mercury in a 
wonderful degree. Yet this depression is conjoined 
* with a high degree of erethism, so great as often 
to mask tlie depression. Here is an analogy with 
Arsenic, and a distinction from Lachesis and Carbo 
vegetabilis. , 

On the organic substance. Mercury works emi- 
nent destruction in every tissue. The skin is tlie 
seat of destructive ulceration, so is the mucous 
membrane, so are the lymphatic glands, so are the 
bones, especially the alveoli. The periosteum is 
likewise destructively affected. Even newly organ- 
ised deposits, the result of disease, are unques- 
tionably absorbed and removed by Mercury. 

The secretions, especially from the glandular 
surface (salivary and pancreas) are increased and 
altered. 1 hese and tliose from the intestines 
betoken destructive changes in the blood compo- 
sition. The sweat is increased. The color of the 
blood becomes depraved, — witness th^ sallow com- 
plexion and the pale and flabby tongue. The 
albuminous constituent of the blood passes away 
through the kidney, — whether from change in the 
composition of the blood, or from change in ^ 
kidney, or from both, pathology •has not yet 
us, — and we have albuminuria. 

The sul^ective symptoms corroborate this view; 
The exhaustion consequent on the action of Mer- 
cury can hardly be expressed. It is sickodnigf 
death-like. 
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The all-pervading character of Mercury is a 
subject of ocular demonstration. Metallic Mercury 
has been found in every tissue of the body of 
those who have taken it as a medicine. Its per- 
sistence is likewise demonstrable. Once introduced 
into the system, it remains. Some remarkable 
instances of this are on record. 

In cats that had been rubbed* with Mercurial 
ointment, CEsterlen found globules of Mercury in 
the pancreas, liver, spleen, lungs, heart, rnesenteric 
glands, kidneys, etc., and also in the* bile, milk, 
urine and saliva. Van Hasselt has proved that 
metallic Mercury itself, and not merely the oxide, 
is absorbed. 

It is notorious that nurses and internes in hos- 
pital wards b^omc salivated from inhaling the 
mercurial atmosphere of these wards. (Colson, in 
“La Pitid,” 1821-24; and Goulard, Van Swieten, 
“Comments,” 1726.) 

In 1 8 10, Briickmann published an account of a 
lady who, a year after being salivated, having 
become violently heated by dancing, had dark 
stains ai^>ear upon her breast, and metallic Mer- 
cuty was found upon her linen. Here a year had 
elapaed since she had taken Mercury. 

Jottrda gathered a quantity of metallic Mercury 
iibwek life urine of a syphilitic patient who was 
t^lng Mercury. 

Elk Buchner found it in the blood of a 
pemti who had been salivated. Colson found that 
a Inwsa whidi had lain for some time in the 

hlo<>4 persem treated by Mercury, became 
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covered with a coating of Mercu^. Biett, by a 
prolonged use of the warm bath, got Mercury 
from the axillary glands of a mercurialized syph- 
ilitic patient. Gmelin detected Mercury in the 
'jaliva of a person who had been salivated by mer- 
curial inunction. So did *CEsterlen and Andouard 
and Lehmann. 

In this connection Melseus reminds us it would 
be improper to overlook the fact, that when Mer- 
cury has* been taken so as to produce its constitu- 
tional effects, and these have entirely disappeared, 
they may long afterward be re-excited by the 
action of medicine , which, becoming decomposed 
in the system, fofm soluble compounds with Mer- 
curj. One of these is the iodide of potassium. 
Therefore, iodide of potassium h^ been recom- 
mended as a cure for symptoms which depend on 
Mercury retained in the economy (Melseus), and it 
is held by many that iodide of potassium is useful 
only in those cases of constitutional syphilis in 
which the body has been impregnated with Mercury; 
the action of which it certainly has the power of 
re-awakening. 

These facts show the permanence of the acdon 
of Mercury, how it makes itself at home in die 
organism and “will not out” 

A few more facts may be cited to sHlrw il^ 
diffusibility, and i,ts penetrability into the tnante.''' 

A quantity of metallic Mertairy escaped 
the bags, in which it was being ‘conveyed, if %> 
the hold of a vessel Not only were 0 
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ventain on board killed, but the crew were all 
salivated. 

In Idria, where the ores of Mercury are 
smelted, the whole population is affected. The 
mortality is one in forty. Premature births and 
abortions are very common. Even the cows are 
salivated and cachectic, and abort 

The chronic diseases, and especially the mercu- 
rial trembling, produced on gilders, are well known. 

Even the secretion of milk in nursing women is 
altered ; and infants who take it become mercuri- 
alized. This fact has been made use of therapeu- 
tically ; and nurses have been mercurialized in 
order that dieir milk might be the vehicle for 
administering Mercury to infantile victims of con- 
genital syphilis^ and this has been successful, too. 
(Bouchut : “ Maladies desi» Enfans.”) 

I cannot forbear interrupting the methodical 
treatment of this subject to call attention to the 
facts tliat : 

I. Mercury i> shown by the above evidence 
to permeate the tissues, reaching every part of the 
body. This leaves no room for doubting that it 
acts on the tissues by virtue of its presence in 
them. When we desire the action of Mercury, 
therefore, upon the tissues, the indication is to 
, subthyide it, so as to facilitate its intro- 
duedon into th^ tissues. 

, 2* Mmtmry Rcts energetically on the system^ 

when to it in inconceivably small quaa- 

ttdes, hi d •most attenuated form. 
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It is difficult to (Estimate the quantity of Mer- 
cury that can be contained in the exhaladotfs from 
the bodits and from the saliva of persons labwing 
under mercurial salivation. How much more diffi- 
cult io it to express the infinitesimal smallness of 
the dose of Mercury which- salivates * an infant, 
given in the milk of a mercurialized nurse. Two 
grains of calomel judiciously qsed will salivate an 
adult. Let the average weight of the nurse be 
125 2JOunds, equal to 720,000 grains. Considering 
the nurse a> the non-me4icinal vehicle in which 
those two grains of calomel are distributed, you 
have here about what homoeopathicians would call 
the third centesimal dilution of calomel. But 

t 

remember that the tissues of the nurse are con- 
stantly undergoing change, that she is constantly 
secreting fluids, in which Mercury can fie detected 
by chemical re-agents. I^t appears at once that the 
dose is equivalent to a much higher dilution. 
Then consider that the effect is violent salivation, 
much more powerful than is needed for a cure. 

When all these things are duly weighed, is it 
not amazing that physicians who testify to and 
accept all these marvelous facts, will acconi neither 
merit nor credence to homoeopathicians, who divide 
the drug very minutely, in order that it may ^sHy 
penetrate the tissues; and who give exceedittgity" 
small doses, even smaller than those given by Bon- 
chut, through the intervention of the nurse, 

, Peiuliarities. It may be mentioned 'as -fr 
peculiarity of Mercury, that die symptonMt are 
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ag^gravatlSd just after getting \<^ann in bed, and that 
they are attended by a disposition to sweat. 

Periodicity is not strongly marked in the action 
of Mercury, though salivation has been known to 
recur regularly at certain seasons for years. (Stills.) 

The firsft appreciable effect of a moderate dose 
of Mercury is an increased activity of the secre- 
tions, particularly of the intestinal canal ; the 
discharge becoming liquid and bilious. The mucous 
membrane of the respiratory* apparatus, and some- 
times also of the urino-gpnital, displays a similarly 
augmented secretion. Then the appetite fails, 
digestion , i-> impaired, tlie secretion ^ become still 
thinner and more copious, the firmness of the 
tissues dimmishe-., recently healed wounds open 
afresh , the muscles waste, the skin becomes 
earthy-pale, the eyelids and ankles become cedema- 
tou"-, and even general dropsy may ensue These 
symptoms seem to depend on a radical chapge 
which the blood has undergone by losing a large 
proportion of its normal, solid constituents, and 
perhaps a portion of that vitality on which its 
coagulability in part depends. The unwonted 
fluidity of the blood predisposes to haemorrhages, 
whijCh may become dangerous. 

vSidtlivation takes place. It is often preceded by 
act* eridlusm of the system, in which, beside the 
Increased secretions already noticed, the patient 
loses appetate^ but has « quick and frequent pulse, 
and mfmife&ts great neivous excitability. If the 
ssiQvatioA is profuse, thb state is strohgly marked. 
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As the system is becoming mercurialized, there 
is a coppery, metallic taste in the mouth, and the 
teeth are sore when struck together. The breath 
acquires a characteristic fetor. The gums become 
puffed, with a red line along the attachment to the 
lower teeth. This redness gradually extends to the 
whole buccal', mucous surface. The tongue is 
coated with wHte slime, has a .sodden, dough-like 
look, and bears on its margin the imprint of the 
teeth. 

The salivary glands become swollen and tender, 
the .saliva is increased in quantity, it is ropy, 
alkaline, and has a penetrating taste and smelL. 
The daily discharge sometimes amounts to several 
pints. In bad cases it is very distressing. The 
mouth and tongue swell, the patient cannot speak 
or eat ; extensive ulcers?, sometimes coated with 
false membrane, appear on the gums, cheeks and 
fauces ; and in healing, these .sometimes cause 
adhesions of adjacent parts; oedema glottidis may 
occur, the breath is horribly fetid, the teeth loosen 
and fall out; and caries attacks the residue and 
the maxilloe. 

The digestive apparatus is affected, appetite 
impaired, tongue coated ; there is nausea, with 
oppression, and sometimes pain and tendernes$ at 
the epigastrium ; the bowels are loose, and 
stools often contain blood. CEsterlen found metafile 
Mercury in the intestine of a petson who had used 
the medicine only by inunction. 

It used to be thought to increase the disdbai|^ 
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of bile, though how it does so is disputed. But 
it does not 

It certainly produces enlargement of the liver. 
Dr. Cheyne says it actually produces jaundice. 
(The homneopathicians know from daily experience 
that it cures some forms of jaundice.) It pro- 
duces green stools. (Green stools are not always 
bilious. ) 

It produces great depression, great sensibility 
to cold, i^in in the limbs irritability. 

It causes menorrhagia. 

It causes albuminuria (and cures it). 

In persons long exposed to its vapor it causes a 
singular quasi -paralysis, the “mercurial trembling." 
This is gradual in its approach, beginning with 
formication of the hands and sometimes of the 
feet, and with more or less pain of the tliumbs, 
elbows, knees and feet, which also renders the 
movement of these parts imperfect. After a time 
the hands begin to tremble, and then the arms and 
lower h'mbs, the muscles of the lower jaw and 
tongue, and indeed all the mu’scles of animal life. 
The muscular contractions take place rapidly, but 
by starts, so that the ^patient feeds himself with 
difficulty. Walking is difficult from the same 
cause. So are articulation and mastication. It 
Tesembles chorea, being worse from mental emotion 
and pdieved by alcohol. Sometime^, single groups 
of muscles Ire absolutely paralyzed. 

Mercury produces «dso an irritative fever. The 
weary and chilly. The pulse is frequent 
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(not ftill nor hard^, tongue coated, great tendency 
to perspire, skin very sensitive to cold, often 
relie\cd by salivation. 

Mercury produces a skin aftection, which may 
be a rash, closely resembling measles; or a miliary 
eruption, or an erysipelatous inflammation, or a 
gangrene. ► 

Ulcers appear on the gums, on the inside of 
the cheeks, and on the tongue, attended with 
salivation. These ulcers usually advance from 
within outward, raising and then casting ofif the 
epithelium, and exposing a red, irritable surface, 
which secretes an acrid fluid. They are irregular 
in sliape, without defined edges ; they bleed readily, 
have a dirty, whitish surface, are surrounded with 
a dark halo, and are apt to run together. 

Let me call attention to the difference between 
these and syphilitic ulcers of this membrane. The 
latter are “circular, attack the posterior parts of 
the mouth, have well-defined edges; the surround- 
ing membrane has a coppery hue, and they do not 
extend from their primary seat.” I may remark 
that these ulcers find their remedy more often in 
Nitric acid than in Mercury. 

Hemorrhage may occur from these mercurial 
ulcers, or*they may prove fatal by gangrene. 

The destructive action of mercury on the glanda 
< lymphatic) is unquestionable. Ulceration of botfe 
the inguinal and axillary glands occursl 

The bones are the seat of destructive inflam- 
mation. Periosteal nodes appear, nrhich ulcerate, 
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aod then ulceration progresses from without inward 
into the bone. Canstatt says “it is most frequent 
in the spongy bones at the base of the cranium, 
and in the ends of the long bones.” 

To these details of the general action of Mer- 
cury on the human organism I shall append the 
finer and more exact data which resulted from 
Hahnemann’s proving on the healthy subject: 

1. As regards the action on the skin, the 
eruptions itch ; the discharge from them is acrid, 
excoriating adjacent surfaces Indeed, this is a 
general characteristic of the secretions under Mer- 
cury, from the discharge in ophthalmia to the 
intestinal evacuations. They cause smarting and 
excoriation. Intertrigo is common. 

Further, there is a general itching about the 
joints and over the body in the evening and at 
night 

2. Limbs. Tearing and drawing pains, worse 
at night ; the limbs twitch. There are lassitude and 
soreness; all the bones ache. 

Jaundice ; the perspiration • stains the linen 
yellow. 

. Great disposition to perspire on slight exercise. 

As a general thing the • symptoms are aggra- 
vated in the evening, and during repd|e> when 
lying w sitting. Great restlessness in the limbs 
in the evening ; cannot remain anywhere quiet nor 
in any posidon; must constantly change posture. 

Great yreakness and prosbadon, yet orgasm of 

dm Uood; erethtsin. 



232 


HYDRARGYRUM. 


Sleepiness by day, not relieved by long sleep. 
Difficult falling asleep in the evening, because of 
restlessness, anxiety, etc. Sleep at night disturbed 
by frequent wakings, and dreams which terrify. 

The fever, which is irtitative, is attended with 
decided thirst. Very marked is the disposition to 
sweat, which occurs during sleep. The heat is 
attended by great anxiety, and by the peculiar 
gastric symptoms of Mercurius. 

The dispo.sition is restless, anxious, irritable, and 
yet despondent. 

Vcrligo with nausea, distracted thoughts, moment- 
ary loss of vision. 

Hcadaclic. Tearing, burning in the temples; 
semi-lateral tearing in the head at night, as if the 
head would burst, along with soreness and a tired 
aching in the nape of the neck. Sensation as if 
the head were bound around with a hoop. 

Eyes. The margins of the lids are ulcerated 
and scabby. Ophthalmia and intolerance of fire- 
light. Great lachrymation. Pain as from a cutting 
body under the eyelids. Biting and burning in 
the eyes, especially in the open air. Black spots 
before the eyes. Photophobia. 

Ears. Earache, vfith tearing or stitching j^ain. 
Ulceratioft of the concha. Discharge of blood and 
offensive pus from the ears. Fungous growths it) 
the meatus. Swelling the parotids. Deafi^p8S«. 
relieved by blowing the nose. > Noises in the ears. 

Nose. Red, shining swelling of the no^e. 
Epistaxis. Earthy, yellow complexion. Dkty yel-^ 
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low scabs in the face, which bleed when scratched. 
Swelling of the submaxillary and cervical glands. 

The Gums swell and bum, and are sore, worse 
at night, worse by touch and by eating. Ulcera- 
tion. Teeth are loose. 

Toothachf, tearing at night, excited by cold air, 
by eating, and by both cold and warnw drinks. 
Worst in the evening and at night; intolerable 
when warm in the bed. 

Offensive smell from the mouth. Burning ulcers 
or aphthae. Swelling of the soft palate and fauces. 
Burning and ulceration of the fauces. Constant 
disposition to swallow. When swallowing, sticking 
pain in the throat and in the tonsils. Copious, 
offensive saliva. Swelling of the tongue. Indura- 
tion and ulceration of the tongue Cannot talk. 
Voice hoarse and rough. 

Canine hunger. Aversion to food. 

Insatiable, burning thirst. 

Flat, putrid or metallifc taste. 

Nausea, with sweetish taste. 

Weak digestion, with constant hunger, oppres- 
sion of the stomach, and feeling as if the stomach 
were dragged down after each meal. 

InftatHili^on and hardening of the liver, with 
stitching pains. * 

* Abdomen distended, with soreness; cutting and 
pincHh^^ pains. • 

Sie&l Freqpuent desire for stool,' ineffectual, 
especially at' ’ idg^t Dysenteric diarrhoea, with 
tehCsiUM.' Tenesmtis continues after stool. Stools 
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acrid, of bloody mucus. Sour-smelling, green, acr*d 
stools. 

Prolapsus ani, when straining at stool and afte. 
stool. * ' 

PVequcnt, rapid urination, with scanty discharge, 
often followed by discharge of mucus. Urine dark 
red, offensive, or it may be very abundant and 
light 

Menses too copious, with anxiety and abdominal 
cramps. Leucorrhoea purulent and acrid. 

Violent fluent coryza, with an acrid watery 
discharge, making the nose and lip red, and very 
sore. 

Dyspnoia on rapid motion. 

Dry fatiguing cough — as if the head and chest 
would burst — from tickling in the larynx. Hemop- 
tysis. 

Burning in the chest ; palpitation. 

Secretion of the mammary gland repulsive to 
the infant 

Upper ExiremUies. At night tearing in the 
shoulder and arms. Hot red swellings in the fore- 
arm. The fingers crack. Paronychia. 

Lower Extremities. Tearing in the legs at 
night Dropsical swelling of the -feet and legs. 
Painful swellings on the bones of the feet and 
legs. 

The warmth of the bed increases all the syttip« 
tcuns until fhey become intolerahler 

The practical applications of Mercury afe veSry 
diverse. 
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PRACTICAL APPLICATION. 

The discussion of the practical application of 
any remedy in the treatment of diseased person^ 
should always be opened by the reminder that 
each diseased state is to be regarded as a new 
case, distinct from all others, and different from every 
other ; and that a remedy must be selected for it in 
accordance with the similarity which the symptoms 
produced by the remedy in the healthy subject 
bear to the symptoms of the sick person for whom 
it is selected. This cannot be too often repeated, 
nor too strongly insisted on. 

This being premised, I may call attention to a 
few cases in which Mercurius is more especially 
likely to be required and useful. 

And first, of general diseases. 

That in which Mercury was first employed, and 
in the treatment of which it has acquired ,the 
dignity of a specific, is syphilis. 

Touching this disease I desire to say, that in 
so far as my experience in the treatment of it is 
concerned, I have not found it less amenable to 
treatment than other constitutional maladies. The 
patient, othenvise in vigorous -health, who presents 
hitpself for treatment, without having previously 
saturated his system widi drugs, and without hav- 
ing undertaken to eradicate the morbific poison by 
caustic applicadons to its primary local manifesta- 
tion, the diancre-— such a patient, if ^Mercury be 

a— 16 ^ 
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indicated by his symptoms, will be cured as readily 
and by as small doses as though his disease were 
something of a totally different character. (A 
prejudice to the contrary exists.) And my profes- 
sional experience satisfies me, that in these, as in 
other cases, the high potencies, and infrequent 
doses, produce a more speedy and a more effectual 
cure than low potencies and frequent doses do. 
But inasmuch as I do not regard the chancre as 
the “fobs et origo mail,” but rather as the blossom 
and product of a constitutional infection which 
already pervades the system, I am not in so great 
haste as some are to destroy the chancre, well 
satisfied if, under internal treatment, I perceive it 
gradually heal by healthy granulations, no other 
symptoms meanwhile appearing. Above all, I dread 
the local treatment by caustic, the much-vaunted 
method of Ricord. . For observation has satisfied 
me that even a majority of his patients, discharged 
as cured through the local cauterization, present, 
after the lapse of from one to eight weeks, all the 
signs of secondary syphilis, and become candidates 
for, and victims of, the “constitutional treatment’’ 

It is not every case, however, of so-called 
chancre, for which Mercury is indicated. 

That which is now denominated chancroid, and 
which, being a shallow and flat-bottomed ulcera- 
tion, shows a disposition to spread irreguUrly aqd 
indefinitely, having never well-defined outlines nor 
a lardaceous bottom ; but exuding a thin, serous 
discharge, and which is probably not at jaifi 
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syphilitic in its origin, does .not call for Mercury,' 
and is not benefited by it; indeed is rather aggra- 
vated. I have found the totality of the symptoms 
to indicate . Nux vomica more frequently than any 
other drug, and under this a speedy cure to follow. 

The form of chancre in which Mercurius is 
indicated is the regular indurated Hunterian chan- 
cre, with the lar<daceous base. 

In continued or remittent fevers, particularly 
those which are complicated with enlargement or 
sub-acute inflammation of the liver, Mercurius may 
be indicated by the symptoms. 

The peculiar headache of Mercurius — dullness 
in the forehead, stitches through the temples, a 
band around the head, and aching and weariness 
in the posterior cervical muscles, from the occipital 
ridge downward — is often found conjoined with 
gastric symptoms and a state of the tongue which 
clearly call for Mercury. 

A catarrhal or superficial otitis often exists, 
which is promptly relieved by Chamomilla or Pul- 
satilla, according as the chararteristic indications 
for one or the other may be present. But there is 
another form, in which the inflammation is deeper 
seated, affecting the sub-mucous and sub-cutaneous 
cellular tissue, extending to the parotid gland, which 
becomes swollen and tender, and accompanied by 
throbbing pain, worte at night on getting warm in 
bed'; accompanied, too, by the tongue and |;astric 
symptopis peculiar to Mercury; in which Mercury 
is the prosper remedy. 
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The throat affection that calls for Mercury is 
a parenchymatous tonsillitis, in which the pain is 
throbbing, the tonsil and fauces yellowish red, 
often covered with a thin, false membrane-; the 
breath fetid, the tongue pale, flabby, and indented 
by the teeth ; the pain on deglutition much greater 
than on empty swallowing. Salivation increased ; 
the throat sore externally when pressed. ‘The differ- 
ence from the sore throat of belladonna is evident. 
From that of Lachesis it will be differentiated in 
the lecture on Lachesis. It closely resembles that 
of Hepar sulphuris, which, however, has the sharp, 
sticking pain in the tonsil, as from a splinter. 

'I'he stomatitis has been described. 

I may mention that qualmishness and a peculiar 
sense of weakness and tenderness at the pit of 
the stomach, are very cjiaracteristic symptoms of 
Mercury. 

To be distinguished, however, from Calcarea 
carbonica, which has soreness and intolerance of 
pressure from the hand or by clothing; and from 
Sepia and Murex purpurea, which have a “ sink- 
ing,” an " all-gone feeling,” and a faintness and 
die-away sensation at the pit of the stomach. 

The stool of Mercury is a symptom of great|i 
importance. • . 

In large doses. Calomel produces copious semi'' 
fluid, pasty evacuations of darli^ green or gr^nis^ ' 
brown faeces, with great weakness aiid prosOfadon at 
die epigastrium, griping and soreness tn the abdi^ 
men, moderate tenesmus and in dia rec&xatji,‘ 
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with exhaustion after the evacuation. If the 
administration be coi^tinued, the discharges become 
frequent but small in quantity; consist of mucus 
and blood mixed together, ^d often containing 
shreddy substance, like strips of mucous membrane; 
and are atten<^ed by tenesmus, which is not relieved 
by the evacuation of stool, but continues almost 
without interruption ; also with burning and sore- 
ness in the rectum and anus, as if the secretions 
were acrid. 

This describes a form of dysentery of which 
every year furnishes examples in practice. The 
chief point is to distinguish such cases from those 
which correspond better to Nux vomica or Podo- 
phyllum or Sulphur than to Mercurius. 

Under Mercurius the desire for stool is not 
relieved by the evacuation ; the patient would 
gladly sk and .strain for an indefinite period. 
Under Nux vomica the tenesmus is relieved by 
stool; and the patient enjoys a respite from suf- 
fering. 

Under Sulphur, likewise, the tenesmus is 
relieved by stool, and the Sulphur stools have the 
peculiarity that the blood is not uniformly mixed 
^^|uough the mucus, but occurs in . thready ^^reaks. 

It is needless, I hope, to remark that ' to those 
who are capable of looking at the entire condition 
of :die padenl; and qf keeping their ‘attention from 
being eng^sed by the one group of symptoms 
made promment by the patient’s complaints, the 
g^ei^ fiimish an unfailing guide. For 
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excellent distinctions between remedies for dysen- 
tery, I refer to Dr. Wells’s articles in the “American 
Homoeopathic Review,” iii. 

Homoeopathic preparations are : Mercurius solu- 
bilis ; Mercurius vivus ; Mercurius corrosivus 
sublimatus ; Mercurius protiodide and biniodide ; 
Ciunibaris. 

Proto iodatus. Throat symptoms. 

Tongue thickly coated, yellowish white at the 
back part, the 'front and edges being clean and red. 

Empty deglutition ; is painful. Desire to swal- 
low : sense as of a lurhp in the throat 

Posterior wall of the pharynx red and irritated, 
and dotted with patches of mucus and spots which 
look ulcerated. 

Patches on the tonsils and soft palate, easily 
deta’ched. Worse on the right side. Great thirst 



CUCUMIS COLOCYNTHIS. 

SQUIRTING dUCUM'BER: BITTER APPLE. 

W E use in medicine the pulp of the fruit, an 
exceedingly -bitter and nauseous production. 

It was known to the early Greeks, and a great 
regard for its .medicinal virtues is expressed by all 
the ancient writers. Among moderns it has fallen 
into disuse and some discredit, except as an, ingre- 
dient of the officinal and other compound cathartic 
pills. 

It was classcfd- as d drastic or as a hydragogue 
cathartic along with scammony and gamboge. 
And in mo4ern times, under the sway of the 
physiological school, which denied to drugs the 
possession of any individual specific properties 
peculiar to each, according them only certain gen- 
eral properties which were cbmnion to them and 
•other member^ W a ^group, it was thought that 
for Colocynth might be advantageously substituted 
^me less powerful, perhaps, and less distressing, 
purgative. « But we shall ' see that Colocynth has 
certahi pitoperties which no other drug -possesses. 

i may remsurk, in passing, that it seems remark- . # 
a^ that physicians who dreaded the too powerful 
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action of Colocynth, should yet so often,— in seek- 
ing to blend with it a drug or a complex of j^ugs 
which should moderate ' and correct its vigorous 
action, — have selected for this purpose other power- 
ful drastic cathartics, such as scammony, gamboge, 
veratrum, black hellebore, etc. Nay, Dodonseus 
even says that violent purges are the best cor- 
rigentia of Colocynth. It can hardly be biit that, 
under the law “ Similia similibus curantur” these 
violent drugs, to a great extent, neutralize and 
antidote each other. Of the fact of this neutra- 
lizing effect there can be no question. It is univer- 
sally admitted. Why may it not be accounted for 
by the same law whicli -.accounts for the subsidence 
of morbid symptoms through th‘fe action of the 
similar remedy? 

But what 'a discovery was .that of Hahnemann, 
.so laughably simple, yet so unsuspected, ’that the 
too powerful action of a drug may be moderated 
by just diminishing the dose, -and by going on to 
diminish it until .die dose acts as gently as you 
wish. 

Another Columbus with another egg! 

The action of Colocynth in large doses is 
shown forth by the following cases : . 

“ A woman, *iged forty* years, had a chronic 
rheumatic pain in the left thigh and left shoulder.^ 
A kind iriend advised her to infuse half a pounds 
of Colocynth in a half pint of red wine, and to 
drink the fluid before going to bed. By good fortr 
une she took only one-half part of the infosioh. 
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Scarcely had she swallowed this, when she was 
seized with fearful pains in the region of the 
stomach, great anxiety, vertigo, ’faintness and 
cramps. She vomited several times without, relief ; 
then evacuated copious stools, at first watery and 
feculent, then consisting of pure blood, with dis- 
tressing tenesmus ; along with these came large 
pieces' of the inner membrane of the intestine. 
The pain then concentrated in the stomach and in 
the lower part of the rectum ; the abdomen became 
collapsed; at last the tenesmus ceased, and the 
patient gradually fell asleep. Great exhaustion fol- 
lowed, but she finally recovered.” 

In another case of the kind, which proved fatal, 
the autopsy revealed that the intestines were red, 
with black spots, glued together by false membrane. 
A white fluid had 6xuded into the cavity of the 
abdomen, and in it white flocciili were floating. 
On the coa^, of the stomach here and there an 
ulcerated spot could b'e seen. There was no trace 
of inflammation 'in liver, kidney or bladder. 

Hahnemann and six of his pupils proved Colo- 
cynth, but the result was quite meagre. It was 
reserved for the Austrian f^roving Society to show 
, us a full picture of the pathogenesis of this drug. 

These proving.s, viewed collectivdy, show us, 
what incieed we knew before, that rfie effect of 
Colocynth uponjfthe alimentary canal is immediate 
and pro^nd, that it produces vomiting, and purg- 
ing' of watery niatters, and then of mucus and 
Uood ; great flatulent distention of the abdomen ; 
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and cruel, griping, flatulent colic. They give finer 
shades of delineation, however, than cases of poi- 
soning could. 

Furthermore, they reveal to us an action of 
Colocynth that was heretofore masked under its 
violent action on the alimentary canal. I mean its 
power to produce neuralgia, affecting: i, the trifacial 
nerve ; 2, the solar plexus ; 3, the lumbar and 

femoral nerves and their branches. . Yet this knowl- 
edge has enabled us to effect some most brilliant 
cures, and to grope our way toward others, which 
could never be clearly indicated by any proving. 
Furthermore, a power to affect the ovaries is 
shadowed in the proving of Colocynth. 


SPECIAL ANALYSIS. 

Upon the mind Colocynth exerts no deep action. 
It produces impatience, vexation, excitement, fol- 
lowed of course by prostration and dejection. 

Sensorium. Dullness of the head, vertigo, con- 
fusion. 

Violent headache, as if brought on by exposure 
to a current of air. Aching pain along the sagit- 
tal suture, increased by exercise and by stooping. ' 

Pressing and drawing pain in the left sijdli .of 
the forehead. Drawing in the forehead as if it 
would be pressed out. Digging in the left temj^. 
Pulsation in the left temifle, which aftetward 
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lancinations, the same being felt simul- 
^ .^n the left shoulder. 

Tearing and tension in the left side of the face, 
extending to the ear and head. Cramp-like sensa- 
tion in the left malar bone, extending into the left 
eye. Feeling of pressure in the orbits near the 
root of the nose, with confusion in the head and 
chilliness. • 

Scraping and burning in the mouth and throat. 
Eroctations. Nausea. Vomiting of food and vom- 
iting of greenish fluid. Vomiting with diarrhcea. 

Pain in the stomach after eating. Fullness in 
the epigastrium. Squeezing and wringing pain in 
the stomach. 

Colic and diarrhoea after taking the least nour- 
ishment 

Flying pains in the hepatic region. 

Constricting pain in the centre of the abdomen, 
recurring at short intervals, and passing into a 
sharp griping. 

Griping in the abdomen^ especially about the 
umbilicus, like a cutting or squeezing; relieved by 
bending forward or on evacuating the bowels. 

Pain in the whole abdomen, as if the bowels 
were squeezed between stones. 

Rumbling and commotion in the hypogastrium. 

* The colic comes on every fifteen or twenty 
minute^ and is relieved by pressure and by bend- 
ing forward. 

Diarrhoea, with nausea. Stool . semi-liquid, ‘ 
brovraish yellow, retained with difficulty; preceded 
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by colic ; • some tenesmus. Liquid . frothy stool ; 
saffron yellow, and of a musty odor ; watery- 
mucous and bloody stools. Sensation of weakness 
in the rectum. 

Abundant urine. Frequent desire to pass water, 
with burning in the bladder and stitches in the 
bladder; alternating with stitches in the rectum. 

Menses early and more abundant. 

Under Dr. Frohlich, Colocynth was proved by 
two young women, who both experienced, beside 
the symptoms of the abdomen and bowels, deep 
stitches in the ovaries on both sides, but worse on 
the left. 

The respiratory organs are not markedly 
affected. 

Drawing, lancinating pain in the left shoulder, 
extending thither from the left side of the face 
over , the neck. Drawing pain and stiffness in the 
muscles of the left side of the neck. Generally 
this pain is relieved by motion. 

In the upper part of the nape of the neck, 
close, to the occiput, a sensatibn as if .a heavy 
weight were there. Rawness in the right scapula, 
a feeling as if the nerves ' and blood-vessels were 
stretched. Severe contusive pain from the right 
side of the neck down to the, scapiila. ' 

(It is to be remarked that with all ^se symp- 
toms there is no /ever, no senshiveiless, no 
motion generally relieves.) 

Drawing and paralytic pain in the s^ms. 

The lower limbs are weak and heavy. 
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Tension in the right groin. Pressure at the 
left sacro-iliac articulatioiif with tingling at the sole 
of the foot 

Drawing in tlie right thigh down to the knee. 
Pain darting from the tuber ischii to the knee. 
Drawing, darting and obscure pulsation in the left 
hip. Tingling in the left foot, with simultaneous 
pressure about the sacro-iliac articulation. Pulsation 
in the left gluteal region. Drawing in the right 
thigh down, to the knee. 

Only during motion pain in the right thigh, as 
if the psoas muscle were too short ; better on 
ceasing to walk ; recurring on moving again. 

Cramp-like drawing in the internal femoral 
region, btififness of the knee, as if bound around 
with a cord. 

Tearing, drawing and pressure throughout the 
limb. 

Dr. Watzke of Vienna says: 

“The hemicranite and prosopalgim w'hich Col- 
ocynth will cure, are, in all cases, purely functional 
derangements of the filaments ol‘ the trifacial nerve. 

“In tlie prosopalgije of Colocynth there are no 
twitchings of the muscles, nor any palsied feelings 
in the affected side; the pain follows the course 
of the nerye,. is pefiodical, ahd accompanied by 
^th^che.” ’’ Colocynth is related to Belladonna, 
Capsicum anti Yerbascum. ‘ 

Colocynth is adapted to what Romherg describes 
as neuralgia hypogastrica, and which, is often de- 
scribed and regarded in women as menstrual coUc; 
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and in men as haemorrhoidal colic ; attended by 
pains and aching in the thighs. 

“ The intestinal affection indicating Colocynth is 
hardly inflammatory (and yet the autopsy shows 
it)." 

“The ischialgite are not due to strumous dia- 
thesis or to organic changes.” 

And yet unless many skillful physicians have 
been greatly deceived, Colocynth has arrested and 
cured, in its early stages, morbus coxarius. 

It is not easy nor safe to undertake to distin- 
guish, in early stages, functional and organic affec- 
tions, and to set apart remedies for the one and 
for the other on pathological grounds. Experience 
•gives the lie to our hypothesis. 

The presumptive action of Colocynth on the ova- 
ries deserves attention and experimental research. 
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T his remedy has been flippantly called the 
“ Vegetable Mercury'' It resembles it no 
more than the “greenback” or paper dqllar is like 
the precious metal which, by a financial fiction, it 
purports to represent. 

Podophyllum is a remedy of great value, and 
possessing a distinct individuality. It can neither 
be used as a succedaneum for, nor be replaced by, 
any other remedy. 

It was proved under the auspices of Dc. Wil- 
liamson of Philadelphia. A very extended essay 
upon it is contained in Hale’s “ New Materia 
Medica.” 

I propose to notice, in a cilrsory way, some of 
its best established relations to the organism. 

And first, upon the digestive apparatus. 

The secretion of saliva is increased, the breath 
is offensive, tongue coated white, with a foul taste : 
•worse in the morning. 

Sore throat, beginning on the., right side and 
going to the left. Dryness of the throat. Sore- 
ness extencUng to the e^ This is tlie reverse of 
Lachesis and the same as Lycopodium. 
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Regurgitation of food ; increased a[jpetite.; 
satiety from a small qu^fcfity of foo4, followed by 
nausea and vomiting ; thjrst ; putrid taste. 

This satiety resembles LycOpodium and Nux 
vomica, but Lycopodium has. also grfeat flatulence ; 
flatus being incarcerated under the false Hbs. 

Acidity of the stomach, nausea and vomiting, 
heart-burn, heat and throbbing in the stomach, 
followed by diarrhcea. The vomiting is forcible, 
and the matter vomited is dark green. 

Much pain in the abdomen, as in the transverse 
colon, occurring or worse about three a. m., and 
followed by diarrhcea. The colic is relieved by 
warmth and by bending forward while lying on the 
side. In this it resemble.; Colocynth colic. 

It is at first accompanied by general coldness, 
which soon gives place to heat and perspiration. 

Feeling of fullness ; weight and dragging in 
the hypochondria, especially in the right, with 
stitches, twisting pain, and heat. 

The stool is increased irf frequency and altered 
in character. Diarrhoea occurs; frequent pappy 
yellow stools. Diarrhoea immediately after eating 
or drinking. Similar to Colocynth and China. 
Wfitery yellow stools without pain from three a. m. 
till nine a. .\r., followed by a natural stool toward 
evening. These forms of diarrhoea stool are fol-, 
lowd by a sensation of great weakness in 
abdomen, and especially in. the reSetum. This sen- 
sation of weakness in the rectum is char£u;teristk: 
of Podophyllum. . , 
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Besides this modificatj^ of stool, Podophyllum 
produces chalky cvacuatic^^ which are very offen- 
sive. 

Likewise, stools yellow, green or brownish and 
watery; mucus .streaked with blood; and these 
attended by .heat in the rectum, by flashes of heat 
running up the hack, by painful tenesmus, and by 
a descent of die rectum. Hence a valuable remedy 
in dy.scntery, especially when the patient complains 
of a scn.sation of weakness in the rectum. 

This prolapsus is to be distinguished from that 
of Ignatia, Carbo’ vegetabilis and Hamamelis, in 
that it occurs before the evacuatitm of faeces and 
not after it. The anus is extremely .sore. 

From thc.se .symptoms we might gather that 
Podophyllum would be a valuable remedy in pro- 
lapsus ani fcdlowing dysentery, in ha;morrhoids, in 
dysentery, and in certain watery, diarrheeas, — an 
inference abundantly confirmed by experience. The 
time of occurrence and the concomitant symptoms 
furnish the distinctive indications. The diarrhoea 
generally occurs or is worse in the morning, and 
the stool is followed by a sensation of extreme 
weakness in the abdomen, or only in the rectum. 

From the gre'en, watery diarrhoea and the evi- 
dent hepatic condition associated with it, one might 
think of Podophyllum in caises of diarrhoea during 
dentition ; and Drs. Williamson and Bell have us^ 
it successfully in dentition-diarrhoea where there was 
present also cerebral irritation, as shown by the 
following symptoms: 

II.— 17 
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Grinding the teeth ^ night, “rolling the head.” 

It is to be noted IRo that in the symptoma- 
tology, the diarrhoea (yellow, watery) alternates 
with a morning headache — a heavy, dull headache 
in the forehead, with soreness of the forehead arid 
eyes. Such an alternation is observed in many 
hepatic affections. It reminds one of Aloes. 

The urine is increased. 

Menstruation is retarded. There is much bearing 
down in th(j hypogastric and sacral regions, increased 
by motion and relieved by lying down. Like Sepia. 

Much pain in the region of the right ovary. 

Lcucorrhfea thick and transparent, with bearing 
down in the genital organs, and constipation. 

Dr. William.son and others have found Podo- 
phyllum a valuable remedy in prolapsus uteri, 
following parturition, especially when there was 
also a numb, aching pain in the region of the 
ovaries, particularly the left. 

I shall speak further only of the febrile symp- 
toms of Podophyllum. Dr. Williamson gives the 
following indications: Chilliness in-* the evening or 
morning early, preceded by backache, accompanied 
by pressing in the hypochondria and aching in the 
joints of the extremities. Heat comes on before 
the chilliness disappears. Heat with delirium, 
iMuacity, violent headache, and great tliirst with 
I<TO of appetite. , * 

Sweat, during which the patient sleeps. 

Podophyllum has been used successfully where in- 
dicated, in intermittent, remittent and typlmid fevers. 



LACHE3IS. 

T he very excellent and convincing article on 
Lachesis by Dr,- Lippc in the last number 
of the “Review,”* calls to mind the fact that this 
remedy, so highly prized by inany practitioners — 
I might say by all who make any use of it what- 
ever — is, by a large number of homceopathists, 
regarded as of no account at all. 

Those who do not use Lachesis in their practice 
give various reasons for their course. Some express 
the views laid down by Dr. Lippe. These are 
theoretical and a priori objections, and they cannot 
stand one moment against the testimony of experi- 
ence andr a posteriori demonstration. 

Others hesitate to u.se I^achesis because they 
cannot procure it in the “ mother tincture,” or the 
“ first decimal preparations,”- or in any dilution 
below the sixth. Inasmuch as, by both faith and 
practice, they are committed against “infinitesimals,” 
they cannot employ Lachesis in any case, sill^e 

they could not use it in any. but an infinitesimal 

* - 

' • “ Lachesk,” by Ad. ‘U.ppe, M. D. “ American Homoeopathic 
Review,” June, 1863, p. 55*. 
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dose. . No doubt many |jje sincere in this objection. 
A few, it must be feared, gladly avail themselves 
of so fair a pretext for avoiding the study of the 
long list of symptoms which Lachesis presents. 
It is a pity that this whole class of objectors could 
not l)ring themselves to the point of fairly* testing, 
by clinicar experiment, the virtues of Lachesis. 
The result would be happy in a double sense. It 
woukl enlighten them respecting a most valuable 
remedy, and at the same time it would be a 
satisfactory demonstration of the action of infini- 
tesimal doses. 

A third class of objectors throw discredit on 
the proving of Lachesis, and on very singular 
grounds. Because it is fragmentary ? Scanty ? 
Has but few symptoms? Is carelessly arranged? 
Criticisms like these . have been made with more 
or less justice upon many provings in our materia 
medica. No ! the objection made to the proving 
of I..achesis is that it is too rich ; there are “ too 
many symptoms ; ” it is too thoroughly elaborated ! 
"What!” it is asked, "can one remedy produce so 
many symptoms?" The answer comes readily to 
hand, — " No I ” The inference is at its elbow, — 
" Some symptoms, then, must be false.” Then come 
the conclusions, — " Some are false ; we cannot tell 
wluch they are; we will therefore reject all, and 
the remedy along with them ! ” , 

One of the oldest and most widely known 
homoeopathic practitioners in America said to die 
writer: "In the American ‘Jahr’s New Manual,* 
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tliirty pages are devoted ^ Lachesis. If all were 
reduced to a concise statement of verified, unques- 
tionable Lachesis symptoms, even Dr. Hering 
would admit that there would not be matter, for 
more than three such pages. I therefore reject 
the whole proving and never give the remedy.” 

To this objection I could not help replying: 
“In yonder wheat-field, I doubt not the proportion 
of chaff, straw and stubble to good wheat is as 
ten to one. And yet the farmer willingly submits 
to the labor of harvesting, threshing and winnow- 
ing f('.r the sake of the ten per cent, of wheat ; he 
would not think of abandoning the grain in his 
field because of the tenfold preponderance of chaff. 
And if there be, as you admit, in those thirty 
pages, the equivalent of three pages, or even of 
one page, of verified and trustworthy symptoms, 
how can you, as a conscientious prescriber, delib- 
erately refuse to make yourself master of them 
and to use in your practice the remedy which 
produced them ? ” 

This question, which received at that time no 
conclusive answer, addresses itself to all who stand 
in the position of that practitioner. 

U of the three thousand and more symptoms 
ascribed to Lachesis, there be thirty, if tjiere be 
three, symptoms that are trustworthy and that^^ 
peculiar to Lachesis, a case of discaS'e may occur 
presenting those symptoms and no others, and 
which, dierefore, Lachesis, and no other remedy, 
wiU cure. How can those gentlemen who deter-^' 
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mine beforehand that t|jey will have nothing' to do 
with Lachesis because of the two thousand and 
seventy or the two thousand and ninety-seven 
symptoms which they discredit — how can these 
gentlemen, with a clear conscience, run the risk of 
meeting such a case and of losing it from the want 
of knowledge of the characteristics of Lachesis? 

The objection to the length and complexity of 
the treatise on Lachesis comes from those who 
have cursorily turned over the leaves of the 
Manual, and not from those who have made an 
earnest study of the symptomatology. The latter 
class of students make no such complaint. They 
find, indeed, no .great difficulty in getting a clear 
idea of the relations of Lachesis to morbid con- 
ditions. And the facility with which they can do 
this is due chiefly to the care with which Dr. 
Hering has elaborated the proving, to the immense 
labor he has devoted to the collation of the symp- 
toms, to his caution in avoiding any sundering of 
pathogenetic group.s, and to his. faithful repetition 
of each group under every rubric to which it has 
any pertinence. All these poiAts of excellence, 
while they have made the original proving of 
Lachesis a model for fullness aAd clearness of 
arrangement, have made its length a bugbear to 
timid reader. ; 

but it is not to be supposed that eidier <i pri- 
ori doubts of the efficacy t)f a remedy, or any 
practical difficulties in the mastecy of sytnptoma- 
tology, would deter .physicians from studying and 
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using it, when the testimony of tho§e who have 
employed it successfully Shall have been placed 
before them. 

In 1850, while assisting in the autopsy of a 
woman, who had died of puerperal peritonitis, the 
writer received a dissecting wound in the index 
finger of the left, liand. Within a week, the finger 
had quadrupled in size, tlie hand and forearm were 
much swollen and cedematous, a hard, red line 
extended from the wrist to the axilla. The axillary 
gland.s were swollen. The arm and hand were 
intensely painful ; the whole left side was partially 
paralyzed. The constitutional symptoms were : 
extreme prostration, — causing the disease to be at 
first mistaken for a typhus, — low muttering delirium 
at nigl>t, marked aggravation of suffering and 
prostration on awaking from sleep. The general 
condition grew steadily worse, absccs.ses forming 
under the deep fibrous tissues of the finger and 
hand. • No homoeopathic practitioner was in the 
neighborhood. , The allopathic surgeons in attend- 
ance advised calomel and opiiiM, but gave a very 
discouraging prognosis. The patient refused to 
take any drugs, determining to trust the issue of 
the case to Lachesis. The first , dose (of the 
twelfth) was taken on the third day of the illness, 
and a dose was taken thrice daily for five days, at 
the end of which period ftie cgn^tiftitional sytfip- 
toms had substantially vanished. The recovery of 
the Unger was ^sloW; but complete. The effect of 
the Lache^ could not be mbtaken by the patient 
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FROM MV CLINICAL RECORD. , 

April 9th, i860. Josephine Birmingham, aged 
nine years, well grown, had, last winter, scarlatina- 
very severely. It left her delicate and deaf. Nine 
days ago she was exposed to the measles. The 
rash appeared on tlie 6 th inst., along with a copi- 
ous discharge from the ears. Yesterday (8th) this 
discharge suddenly ceased and the rash disappeared. 
She immediately became very feeble and prostrate; 
was seized with wild, muttering delirium. She had 
great thirst, drinking, however, but little at a time. 
There was a singularly biting heat of the skin. 

I saw' her first at eleven a. m., on the 9th insL 
She had lain in alternate delirium and stupor for, 
twenty-four hours; w'as irrational: liad low mutter- 
ing delirium ; the pulse was soft, w'avy, hardly to 
be counted ; there was calor mordax ; the respira- 
tion was attended b;^ moaning; it was very rapid, 
whistling: there was an occasional single cough, 
with a moan following each cough^ and a grasping 
at the throat, as if to tear aw'ay the clothing from 
it. The pupils were widely dilated ; there had been 
no stool for tw'O days; the urine was scanty and 
seldom passed; I could not secure any for analysis. 
The expression of the countenance was cadaveipusp 
the- odor of the breath putrescent. I ^ oraeped 
Lachesis^, six globules in water, a tea-spoonful 
every two hours. Also strong beef tea every two 
hours. 
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At six >p. M. I •found her sitting supported in 
an arm-chair, playing with some toys; rational; 
the skin of a pleasant temperature ; the pulse 
eighty, regular and soft The attendants reported 
that after the second dose she had slept quietly, 
had had no more delirium and no thirst I found 
the eyes normal, the cough infrequent and not 
painful. I ordered Saccharum lactis. 

The rash did not re-appear. The patient con- 
valesced from this point, and I gave no other 
remedy and did hot repeat the Lachcsis. 

This change from apparent impending death to 
established convalescence within the space of seven 
hours was very impressive and even startling. 

In the year 1853 there prevailed, quite exten- 
sively, in Brooklyn, an epidemic of what was called 
“ malignant pustule.” A ■ furuncular formation 
appeared, generally upon the lower lip, attended 
with severe pain, and frequently surrounded by an 
erysipelatous areola. The mo^t marked constitu- 
tional symptom^ was a very rapid and excessive 
loss of strength, the patient bo’ing reduced from 
.vigor to absolute prostration within the space of 
from twenty- four to thirty- six hours. Allopathic 
physicians at first resorted to the local applica- 
tion of nitrate of silver to the pustule. In those 
6ase% thus treated, which came under my personal 
observatbn, death followed cauteriziation within 
tw^y-four hours. 

In eight cases treated by myself, Lachesis was 
the only remedy used. It relieved the pain within 
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a few hours after the first dose Vas given, and the 
patients all recovered very speedily. ♦ 

I have three times been called to cases of 
chronic ulcers of the lower extremities (probably 
c f syphilitic origin j, in which the discharge had 
c'.ascd ; the extremity had become oedematous, and 
a hard, slightly red swelling extending up along 
tlv' course of the principal veins, together with a 
great and sudden prostration of ' strength, low 
muttering delirium and general typhoid symptoms, 
gave gootl reason for supposing that the secondary 
phlebitis had occurred. In these cases a careful 
study of the symptoms induced me to give Lachesis. 
The effect was all that could be desired, the patients 
rallying promptly, all symptoms of phlebitis speedily 
disappearing. 

During the prevalence of diphtheria on the banks 
of the Hudson in 1858—60, many cases occurred 
in which the; severity of the constitutional symp- 
toms was very much greater than the local mani- 
festations of disease in the pharynx would have 
led one to anticipate. In some cases in which the 
tumefaction in the throat was slight, and the red- 
ness of the mucous membrane hardly noticeable, 
•and in which the diphtheritic deposits consisted 
merely of two or three little patches hardly larger 
than a pin’s head, the prostration of strength was 
quite alarming.: the pulse became, in a very short 
time, slow, feeble and compressed^ a .cold, clammy 
sweat frequently covered the forehead and extrem- 
ities, the breath was fetid, the appetite entirely 
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destroyed, — indeed, the patient passed with alarm- 
ing%apid^y into a completely asthenic condition. 
Not infrequently the prostration had become quite 
considerable even . before any local evidences of 
disease could be detected. 

In these cases, — in all in which the constitu- 
tional symptom^ thus predominated over the local 
symptoms, — Lachesis produced prompt and lasting 
improvement, so that very rarely was any other 
medicine given subsetiucntly. i 

Several cases of carbuncle have come under my 
notice, in which the progress of the inilammation 
was very slow, the skin over the dead cellular 
tissue showed little disposition to ulcerate, and 
when, finally, it became perforated in three or four 
places, there was but a scanty discharge of thin, 
sometimes bloody, sanies. Meanwhile the constitu- 
tional symptoms denoted very great prostration, 
not preceded nor attended by the nervous and 
vascular erethism which are sometimes observed in 
similar dhses. Lachesis is the remedy on which 
experience • has taught me to rely in the treatment 
of such affections, provided the symptoms do not 
conclusively indicate some other remedy. In the 
cases to which I 'refer, the symptoms correspondeef 
very closely to those of Lachesis. 

‘ About a year ago, I was called to take charge 
of a patient who had suffered for several years 
from a succession of carbuncles and indolent boils. 
During the four months preceding my visit to him, 
he had had fourv successive carbuncles, none of 
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which ran a complete course. After the skin 
covering the dead cellular tissue had l^coml!!^ per- 
forated, a slight discharge of sanies had taken 
place, and the perforations had closed again, with- 
out any discharge of slough, leaving an indurated 
mass, with a dull, burning pain and considerable 
tenderness, but scarcely any discoloration. After 
each of these carbuncles, a 'marked deterioration 
in the patient’s health was observed, until, after 
the last, he wi^s so much reduced as to be confined 
to his bed, with well-marked hectic fever. 

Pretty soon, a severe pain in and below the 
right groin and along the inner aspect of the 
femur, gave indication of trouble in that region. 
An abscess was discovered deep in the adductor 
muscles of the thigh. An opening was made by 
a distinguished professor of surgery in New- York 
upon the anterior surface of the thigh (as the 
patient was confined to the bed and lay on his 
back, this was the superior aspect of the thigh), 
and nearly a quart of pus was discharged. The 
formation and discharge of pus continued to be 
profus'e for fifteen days, the patient all the time 
becoming rapidly more feeble, with severe hectic, 
flotal loss of appetite, and gre&t lochl suffering, 
when the case was placed under my charge. I found 
that the evacuation of the pus was a very difficult* 
matter, the aperture being at the highest point "of 
the abscess. The attending surgeon had been 
compelled to withdraw the pus .by means pf an 
exhausting pump, attached to the free end of a 
gum c^eter which hjs previoudy introduced iato 
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the abscess. I continued this method until the 
absciiBs closed. The patient, his family, and the 
physicians *^n attendance had abandoned all hope 
of his recovery. 

In view of the copious formation of pus, one’s 
first thought would naturally be ^at Silicea would 
be the appropriate remedy. This remedy, however, 
had been given in every variety of potency. It 
had never failed to aggravate the whole condition 
of the patient, without any subsequent benefit * 

Considering, now, the history of the patient — 
the long succession of boils and carbuncles, the 
four aborting carbuncles, each followed by a marked 
deterioration of health, and each leaving a painful 
induration which might be supposed to be a por- 
tion of dead cellular membrane retained in contact 
with the living tissues, and tliat the present abscess 
had followed immediately upon the last of this 
series of abortive carbuncles, very much as a 
secondary abscess follows the absorption of pus in 
pyaemia — I resolved to trust the case to the action 
of Lachesis. At the same time, I informed the 
patient that, in my judgment, after the healing of 
the abscess, the indurated remnants of the four 
aborted carbuncles would inflame again and be* 
discharged, and that this process must precede the 
ce-esiablishment of his health. 

I gave a dose of Lachesis every morning, 
noon and./ night The progress of the case was 
tedious,, but uniform and prosperous. In twelve 
days. . hecdc, had ceased,, the appetite was 
rest2Ewe4 and formation of pus had deddedly 
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diminished. In six weeks the abscess had healed. 
In seven weeks the patient walked ^ crutches. 
But now, when he seemed almost well, fever came 
on again and he was prostrated. After twenty-four 
hours of fever, the indurated remnant of the last 
carbuncle became inflamed, an abscess formed and 
a slough was discharged. The same thing occurred 
in the locality of the three remaining indurations, 
and, singularly enough, in the inverse order of their 
original appearance. After the last of these 
abscesses had healed, the patient rapidly gained 
health and strength, and has since been - perfectly 
well. In this case no remedy was given save 
Lachesis*". When the treatment was begun, the 
patient was in a most deplorable condition, and his 
recovery was hardly lipped for by his attendants. 
Improvement began as soon as he began to take 
Lachesis, and continued, with scarcely an interrup- 
tion, until lie was completely restored. 

Now, let us suppose that to a man in perfect 
health there be administered daily a dose of a 
drug, which, a person familiar for some years with 
its properties predicts, will cause the tnan to exhibit 
a definite series of symptoms and finally to die. 
As soon as the administration of the drug is begun, 
the man begins to exhibit the predicted symptoms, 
and finally, as was foretold, he dies. What jury,' 
with these facts before it, would hesitate to * say 
that the man was deliberately poisoned, and to 
convict thfe one who gave the drug of mimder? 
Now, shall not such evidence as would coitvif^^ a 
jury of citizens that a man has been boisbned; 1>y 
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a drug, convince a 'body of physicians that a 
patient has been cured by Lachesis? Shall not 
testimony that would hang" a malefactor convert a 
skeptic ? 

The diseases which I have cited as those in 
which Lachesis has Ijeen of unquestionable service 
in my hands, present, in name at least, a con- 
siderable variety. Pyaemia, repercussed measles, 
malignant pustule, diphtheria, ' phlebitis, carbuncle, 
have not necessarily a great deal in common. A 
close examination, however, of the cases as I have 
described them, will show, notwithstanding the 
diversity in name, a considerable approach to iden- 
tity in morbid condition. In all there was great 
prostration, as manifested by loss of muscular 
power, slowness and softness of pulse, stupid 
delirium, etc. In this respeft the cases resembled 
those in which Arsenicum is indicated and has so 
often proved curative. These cases, however, did 
not present that vdscular and nervous erethism 
conjoined with prostration, which is so characteristic 
of Arsenicum. Nor, on the other hand, was the 
asthenia so complete as to call for Carbo vegeta- 
bilis. Lachesis may perhaps be held, in so far as 
the symptbms of asthenia are concerned, to occupy- 
an intermediate position between Arsenicum and 
C^bo vegetables. This statement would at once 
suggest its u^fiilness in typhoid fevers-; and those 
wii& have ntade themselves .^uniliar vrith Lachesis 
havtjs Teamed frorft clinical experience to place great 
dep(^l%iice . upon it in treatiRg certain forms 
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S ENSORIUM. Vertigo, occurring particularly in 
the forenoon, and in a hot room ; ' accompanied 
by nausea it seems as though everything were 
turning arourtd. 

The perceptive faculties are singularly affected. 
One cannot read, because the meaning of certain 
letters is not clear; errs in speaking, because he 
cannot get the right words ; this when talking 
about every-day niatte/^ ; whereas when the subject 
is very important, so as to call forth the most 
energy, the words are correctly chosen. • Analogous 
to the state of mind in certain typhoid conditions. 

Generally it is difficult to collect and hold the 
thoughts. 

Hca^. Confused ; heaviness. 

* ' * • • 

Headache; 'often semi-latertil. A shattered or 
concussed sensation at every step. China; Rhus. 

Often a semi-lateral headache, especially at 
evening, much aggravated by rWdifig or writing. ■ 
Pain .over and between the eyes, early in 'the 
morning. , 

There are also pressing and throbbing pains iii 
various parts of the head. The mos^ fr^uent. Js 
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an aching pressure in the occiput, or over the 
eyes. 

The hehd easily becomes cold, which results in 
a cutting soreness of the scalp. The hair becomes 
gray, and falls out Consider, in this relation, the 
eruptions of Lycopodium. 

Complexion. Pale, sallow ; sunken eyes and 
blue rings around them. 

Eyes. Dazed by light, and painful as if bruised. 

They present many symptoms of inflammation, 
as redness and swelling of the eyelids, with aching 
pains, ulceration and nocturnal agglutination; itch- 
ing in the canthi and much lachrymation. 

In the eyes themselves, redness, aching and 
burning and stitching pains. 

Vision is affected; in artificial light all objects 
tremble ; a constant flickd^ing, or blaclj spots 
before the eyes ; vision obscured ; letters run 
together or are indistinct ; one must vary the dis- 
tance of the book from the eye. 

Ears. Tearing or stitching pains in the meatus, 
with the sensation that it is too narrow. The open 
air provokes a kind of earache. 

Itching in the ear, and discharge from the 
meatus. , 

Roaiing, buzzing, etc., in the ears. 

Deafness : sometimes over7sensibility to noise, 
while walking. 

Nose. Externally, pressure apd aching. Inter- 
nally, soreness. 

Frequent q>istaxis. 

II.— 18 
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Sense of smell keen; sometimes perverted. 

Mcuth. Gums swollen, hot and tender. Jump- 
ing toothache, relieved by warm drinks. (Relieved 
by cold water indicates Coffca. Hahnemann.) 
Sometimes the toothache comes on from the 
slightest touch to the teeth or from the shock of 
coughing. Sometimes only at night, and causing 
great nervousness. 

Tongue. Sore; ulcers under it, paining when 
speaking and eating. Dryness in the mouth and 
throat, with and without thirst 

Thi'oat. Diseases of the throat that begin 
on the right side and go to the left. (Lippe.) 
Lachesis has the reverse. •' Tearing and aching in 
the throat. The uvula is swollen. The glands 
are swollen, and are the seat of stitching pains. 

Digestive Apparahts. The mouth is dry; bitter 
taste, in the morning or all day ; but fopd has its 
natural flavor. Sometimes a sweet or even a sour 
taste. 

Heart-burn. A burning sensation comes up 
from stomach to throat, with 'a sour taste in the 
mouth ; sometimes so violent as to take away the 
breath. Or a kind of incomplete burning eructa- 
tion which comes as .far as the pharynx and leaves 
a burning in- the throat. 

Empty, sour eructations, especicdly after eajA 
meal; with gulping up of .digested food. 

Water gathers in the mouth, with nausea. , 

These are the symptoms of slow and ^oleelbiled 
digestion. 
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Every morning, on rising, nausea, and water- 
Srash, widi oppression of the chest, heat in the 
abdomen, and cold face. 

Appetite fails. No thirst (Constant sense of 
satiety.) 

After eating, oppression cf the stomach and 
bitter taste. The abdomen is in a ferment Also, 
after eating only a very small quantity, a sudden 
feeling of satiety and even of fullness in the epigas- 
trium, with flatulent rumbling in the bowels. This 
is characteristic of Lycopodium. Sepia alone has 
the same .symptom. Acidity and heart-burn with 
constant sleepiness after dinner. 

Stomach and other di-gestive organs. After eat- 
ing and after .slight cold, violent stomach pains 
with chilliness, the fingers becoming waxy white, 
as if dead. The gastralgia is like a constriction, 
or a gnawing, and the patient cannot bear any- 
thing tight around the epigastrium. 

• In the liver region, frequent pains and tender- 
ness to pressure. 

The chief sensation under Lycopodium is aching 
pressure,, and we find this produced in .stomach, 
epigastrium and liver, with pain on pressure and 
deep respiration. 

I have found in a case of chronic duodeni- 
tis, relieved by Lycopodium, always present this 
symptom: pressure ouh the hypochmdrium pro- 
duced tender pains in the epigastrium, .^nd vice 
t»rsa> 

Espeehdiiy often the aching pressure in. the 
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region of the liver, like a dull and tensive aching 
and pressure, on respiration, on bending the body, 
or on pressure with the hand. Sometimes this 
extends to the left side of the abdomen, and some- 
times down to the hip. 

In the abdomen, squeezing pressure, so severe 
one cannot walk erect, but must go bent over or 
lie down ; it produces dyspnoea. 

Tensive, tearing and cutting pains. 

The greqt characteristic of Lycopodium is the 
production of flatus in the intestines. 

The abdomen is distended thereby ; * flatus 
becomes incarcerated in the abdomen, producing 
pain, finally relieved by eructations. Tension and 
rumbling in various parts of the abdomen. It 
appears that most of the abdominal pains of Lyco- 
podium are due to flatus. 

Pains in the region of the abdominal ring, 
outward pressing: and the old hernia protrudes. 
Swelling of the inguinal glands, which pain as 
though suppurating. 

About the anus, itching and a moist, tender 
eniption. Aching and pressure in the rectum, 
especially at night Stitching and burning at sto<^, 
even wdien the feces are not hard. Hamorrhoids 
swell and protrude and bleed, even when there is 
no constipation. 

Inclination to stool, bdt at stool a spasiniodic 
pain or constriction of the anus, which makes the 
evacuation difficult It is scanty, infrequ^t ait'il 
difficult ' After stool, much rumbling ia i^ie battels 
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and either flatulent distention of the abdomen or 
uterine cramps, or great lassitude. 

Urinary Organs, Secretion diminished, • Urine 
dark, with a yellow or reddish deposit. “Red 
sand in the urine. Terrific pain in the back 
bSbre every urination, relieved by urinating.” (G.) 

Smarting and burning, when passing water, in 
the female urethra ; and stitches or drawing or 
cutting pains through the urethra and toward the 
abdomen. Painless discharge of blood through the 
urethra. 

Sexual desire and power diminished markedly 
in males. 

The menses anticipate a little and are too 
profuse; preceded by flatulent distention of the 
abdomen ; great heaviness of the legs ; chill 
and heat at night; ill humor and disposition to 
weep. 

During the menses, acid taste, headache, severe 
backache; swelling of the feet, nausea and a kind 
of faintness. 

. Leugorrhoea in spells; of a, blood- red color; 
“with cutting pains going across the body from 
right to left,” (G.) 

Respiratory Organs. Fan-like motion of the 
alae nasi (Dr. D. Wilson’s indication in severe 
ptimunonia). Catarrhal conditions. Frequent sneez- 
ing. Cory;i5a, both dry and fluent When dry, 
oppre^if^ respiration, mth burning headache. 
When ^tit with swelling of die nose and copious 
«eri4 luid p^sive discharge. . ! ; 
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The cough is provoked by a tickling irritation 
in the larynx, asf if from vapor of sulphur. Some- 
times dry: and, when so, very fatiguing, producing 
pain in the head, stomach and abdomen; some- 
timps loose, the sputa being a thick gray, grayish 
yellow, or yellow, or mixed with blood and havftig 
a saltish taste. These and other symptoms have 
led to the successful use of Lycopodium in con- 
sumption, etc. 

In the chest, a sensation as if the lungs were 
full of mucus, with a whistling sound in the trachea 
on inspiration ; a fullness and oppression in tlie 
open air and after eating. 

Aching, with or without soreness, producing 
some dyspnuja and much mental depression. Tear- 
ing and tension under the clavicles, and stitch on 
deep inspiration. 

Externally, stitches and burning pains in the 
nipples and discharge from them of blood and 
water: hence Lycopodium in sore nipples, etc. 

Back. Backache so severe that it makes it 
impossible to sit, and the pain even exten^^s, as a 
constrictive sensation, to the chest 

Tearing in the sacrum, kidneys and back, espe- 
cially near the spine. Drawing and aching between 
the scapulae. 

The aching in the kidneys is increased before, 
and diminished after, urinating. 

In the extremities, we find tearing and aching 
pains; and more frequently during repose than 
motion. Pains, tearing, etc., from the neck to die 
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shoulder and elbcfw, especially at night and during 
repose ; also in the whole arm ^o the wrist ; in 
the hand and' Hngers while they are in bed, 
but ceasing when they are taken out of bed. 
Tearing and aching in the joints and end§ of 
the fingers, with burning and sometimes itching 
of the palm. Consider these symptoms jn connec- 
tion witli the red deposit in the urine. (Rheumatic 
gout?) 

In the lower extremities the same paihs about 
the hips, in the nates ; down the thigh and legs ; 
under the heel and in the toes. 

A paralytic weakness is often felt in the arms ; 
as though they would fall by the side ; yet they 
are strong- enough in work. 

The same sensation in the limbs. 

The limbs go to sleep easily. 

Every fdur days a pain-dn the leg from the hip 
to the foot, causing limping. (Verified.) 

Intertrigo. The finger joints are red, inflamed, 
swollen; and burn and pain. 

Swelling of the feet and limbs. (Dropsical.) 

Feet cold, with cold svffeat, which makes them 
sore. 

Siup. Fruitless efforts to yawn (like chloro- 
fijrni). Great* day sleepiness, ' but late sleeping at 
night Restless; wakes often with vivacious, trou- 
blesonfe dreams. Starting dn falling asleep. Tired 
op wkkbg in the morning. 

. jFet/er. Chill predominates; conies more in the 
evening; not much hesft, nor sweat; generally 
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every second day, often affecting 'only one side of 
the body. • 

Sometimes the sweat follows the chill without 
intervening heat ; or the chill and heat are mixed up. 

J^eat mostly on the chest and trunk ; at night 
or early in the morning. 

Lippe says : “ Night sweats cold, clammy, sour, 
fetid, bloody, .smelling like onions.” 

Disposition. Great anxiety ; timidity ; fears to 
be alone. ' , 

Also indifference to external influences. Depres- 
.sion; sadness; inclined to weep.’ “Great fear of 
being left alone.” *' 

Weakness : bodily ; mental ; moral. 

Skin. Red, itching and burning, or painless 
spots of eruption. 

Eczematous, .‘suppurating eruption on the head,, 
with swollen cervical glands. •* 

Dark red spots and blotches on the face, sup- • 
purating. Fine eruption about the mouth and on 
the chin. Warts on the fingers and hands. Inter- 
trigo ; especially between the thighs and on the 
scrotum ; also, under the arms. 

Compare Carbo animalis and Calcarea sul- 
phuris. 

Stiffness in the limbs ’and joints, and great 
weakness. 

' < 

Generalities. The pains are aclpng, — prfessive, 
drawing and burning. 

Restlessness, and excited circulation in the' 

■•-I 

evening, producing a feeling of trembling.. 
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Ulce/s that are present bleed when bandaged, 
and have a stitching pain. * 

The symptoms are worse from four to eight p, 
M., and recur regularly ; as do those of Sabadilla. 

Lycopodium affects the mucous membrani^s of 
the respiratory, digestive, and genito-urinary organs; 
makes digestive processes slow; hence wind, water 
and acidity. 

Produces lithic acid deposit in quantities ; hence 
pains in the .kidneys and* bladder, etc, ; and hence 
indirectly the pains in the limbs and joints. Pro- 
duces catarrhal condition, and muco-purulcnt sputa. 

Nervous action weakened ; a great remedy for 
overworked brains and where brain trouble, for 
e. £■., softening, threatens from overwork or from 
metastasis of ulcers suddenly healed ; see the tor- 
por ; the use of wrong words ; failure to collect 
and command the thoughts, etc. 



NATRUM MURIATICUM. ' . 

^^HIS remedy cannot often, in chronic cases, be 
X repeated without an intercurrent 

Head. Vertigo ; when walking, everything goes 
round in a circle ; when sitting quietly with a 
downward pressure of the head ; when rising from 
the bed. 

Sensorinni. Absence of mind; incapacity; con- 
< fusion of ideas; does not know what to say; slow 
in coming to a resolution ; indecision. ” 

Memory much weakened ; forgets what he 
would write ; cannot remember what happened 
yesterday. 

Head. Confusion, as after much mental exertion. 
Headache produced by quick movements of the 
head, sudden turning, etc. 

Heavy aching (pressure) in the forehead, with 
pressure outward in the eyes. Pressure inward on 
both temples, as if the head were in a vise; or a* 
fullness, as though the head would burst, increase 
by reading or. writing; often £iccompanied by 
nausea-; worse in the afternoon. * , 

But such a headache succeeds the chill of fehille 
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paroxysm, and then comes in the morning. Throb- 
bing also during the fever. . . 

*The scalp is cold, and chills run ovfer it 

hching. The hair falls out when touched or 
combed (common in nursing women, and Natrum 
muriaticum stops this). 

Comp/exton. Sallow, earthy, yellow, with pain 
in the abdomen (torpid chlorosis). 

Eruptions, Miliary eruption on the forehead, 
perceptible to the touch only. Papules ' on the 
cheeks and chin. 

Aching around the eyes, in the malar bones 
and zygomatic arch. The eyelids quiver and 
twitch, are ulcerated and rec), with soreness and 
agglutination. Hordeola are frequent 

The eyes itch, especially in the inner canthus ; 
or ache. Conjunctiva redderied, and burns on slight 
exposure to the wind, with acrid lachrymation. 

Vision obscured, as if the eyes were covered 
with mucus or a thin veil. Half vision ; one side 
of the object is distinct, the other side looks 
dark (Lithium). Also, accommodation is modified, 
myopic or presbyopic. Fiery points before the 
eyes. Aggravation from using the eyes in read- 
ing, etc. 

Ec^s. Heat of the external ear; swelling of 
. the moRtus and discharge of' matter; much itching, 
both internally and externally. . Drawing apd 
stitch^ f^ns from the ear down the neck to the 
shouidfer;*w from the teeth up to the ear. Nois^ 
in ^ rushing artd ringing. Deafness. , 
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Nose. White papules at the root of the nose. 
Alse nasi inflamed, with redness, heat an’d swel^g, 
and great soreness. One-half of the nose becomes 
insensible and as if dead. Epistaxis from stooping, 
but especially on coughing and at night, with sore- 
ness in all the limb.s. _ 

Lips. Swelling, with vesicles; also vesicles on 
the tongue, which burn and smart and, finally, have 
a scab on them. The lips crack. Pain in the 
submaxillary glands, as if .swollen or compressed ; 
and on coughing. 

Gums. They bleed easily, are sensitive to cold 
and warmth, and to pressure with the tongue. 

Teeth. Very sensitive; toothache on drawing 
the air against the teeth, and on pressure of the 
tongue and of food. They become loose. 

Drawing pain from the teeth, extending to the 
ear ; extending throughout all the teeth. The pain 
extends into the malar bones. 

Tongue. Heavy and clumsy, as if paralyzed. 
Can only speak with much effort One-half of 
the tongue seems numb and stiff. 

Burning and sore vesicles on the tongue; also 
on the gums; very sensitive to contact of food. 

In the throat some stitching sensation bdiind 
the tonsil, and a sense of constriction. « 

Digestion. Sense of taste blunted or annihi- 
lated; sticky or bitter taste; water-rbrash. Nausea 
frequent especially early in the mQming, with pros- 
tration affer eating or drinking even agreeable 
things; first food, then bile. ■ 
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Abdomen, Stitches in the right hypochondrium 
stomach ; also in the left hypochondrium 
on deep inspiration and on bending to the left 
side, which also produces a sense of stiffness in 
the liver. Tension in both hypochondria. 

Pinching in the hypochondria. Cannot lie on 
the sound side; also in the umbilical region and 
thence into the sacral region, and into the rectum 
and anus. Distention of the abdomen, and much 
flatus. HerniiE protrude. 

Stool. Insufficient; frequent, ineffectual efforts; 
great exertion is necessary to evacuation ; often 
blood follows. 

Tenesmus in the rectum, with discharge of 
flatus ahd slime. The rectum seems constricted, 
and it is only after griat effort that some little hard 
faeces pass, which tear the anus so that it bleeds 
and smarts ; and then comes some dirty water. 
Stool preceded by pressure in the region of the 
bladder; soreness in the abdomen, accompanied by 
labor-like pains in the abdomen ; pressing-down 
pain, followed by tenesmus ; vain efforts, and sen- 
sation as though diarrhoea would ensue; burning 
and smarting soreness in the anus. 

Beside this, stitches in the rectum and anus ; 
violent pains in the bladder and anus ; prolapsus 
* ani, with bloody mucus and water ; and burning, 
pteventing sleep at night 

Urinary Organs. Urination almost involuntary 
after (Violent t^eanuii. Pressure on the bladdef? - 
hpd .'StitjCrhing pain. Cutting and burning* after 
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urination ; and discharge of thin mucus, leaving 
translucent spots on the linen. Urine dear ; 

A 

deposits of urates, white or red, or red sand. 

Sexual Organs. Male. Frequent pollution, 
followed by c6ld exterior and lassitude. Sexual 
desire, increased. Gononjioea. 

Female. Mense.s retarded and leSs in quantity, 
or delayed and weak two or three days, and then 
a copious flow. Preceded by anxiety and disposi- 
tion to faint, or nausea, with sweet taste and. 
bloody sputa ; accompanied by constipation, or 
tearing toothache ; followed by dull headache. 
Leucorrhcea copious, with bearing down as if the 
menses were coming. 

Respiratory Organs. Dry catarrh of the larynx 
and trachea. Voice hoarse. » 

Sneezing. Coryza, although dry ^Utd somewhat 
loose, impedes respiration very much. 

Cough, provoked by tickling in the epigas- 
trium, day and night ; increased at night or early 
in the morning. Generally dry, with wheezing and 
vomiting and headache ‘and soreness in the larynx 
and trachea. Vague pains in the thorax. The 
heart’s action is affected. Palpitation, forcible and 
anxiou.s, with aching as if a pressure came from 
the abdomen and compressed the heart; increased 
by lying on the left side and on every motion ; • 
palpitation and fluttering. *' 

Back. In the sacro-lumbar r^ipn, pulsation 
and stitches; a paralytic sorepess, increased in tite 
morning on rising; cannot stand erect nor irsdk; 
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diminished when lying down. Soreness in the 
loins, as if beaten; also in the back and between 
the scapulae. In the back, • tension and stiffness. 
Tearing. Burning in the scapulae, as from hot 
water. 

In the extremities, a marked feeling of lassitude 
and weakness; cannot raise the arms or lift any- 
thing; can hardly move them. 

The same in the lower extremities. 

Sleep. By day sleepiness. Sleeplessness at 

night ; restlessness. Dyspnoea. 

Fever. A full and powerful paroxysm complete, 
occurring early in the morning ; a severe chill, 
then frontal headache, red face and high fever ; 
sweat in the evening. 

Professor Guernsey, says ; 

“ Thirst for large quantities of water before the 
chill ; this thirst continues through the paroxysm. 
Violent chill with headache, and after the chill the 
headache increases greatly ; feels as if the brain 
were being beaten with thousands of little ham- 
mers. After the fever, sweat, and the patient 
wishes to lie a long time. If the disease lasts 
long, the comers of the mouth become .sore, and 
finally the lips.” 

Disposition. Impatient and hasty. Easily 
•angered. Then melancholy ; sadness ; anxiety. 



VERATRUM ALBUM. 

• WHITE HELLEBORE. 

T he root of the plant is used in medicine. It 
may be prepared by trituration, or used in 
the form of a tincture. 

It was known to the ancients, and was used by 
them to cure insanity ■ ^nd various spasmodic affec- 
tions; and it is recorded of Hippocrates that he 
cured with it a case much resembling Asiatic chol- 
e.*a, as follows: 

“ A young Athenian, affected with cholera, 
evacuated upward and downward with much suffer- 
ing ; nothing could arrest the v'^omiting of alvine 
evacuations. His voice failed; he could not stir 
from bed ; his eyes were lustreless p,nd sunken ; he 
had convulsions of the lower extremities from the 
abdomen downward ; he had hiccough, and the 
alvine dejections were more copious than the 
vomitings. . He took Veratrum in lentil-juice and 
recovered/’ This was a most eJtcellent homceo^ 
pathic prescription. ' . . ' . 

The action of Veratrum on the vital force is 
but moderate in so far as the s^sorium ^d the 
nen’cs of animal life are conedfehed, but in .so 
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as the system of nutrition is concerned it is most 
profound. The entire system of vegetation is 
affected in such a way, and to such a degree, that 
it seems as though the body were in a great 
measure withdrawn from the control of the vital 
forces, and given over to the action of mechknical 
and chemical laws. 

The blood tends to separate into" its proximate 
constituents, as it would do if suddenly withdrawn 
from the body; the liquid constituents seem to 
filtrate in a half-mechanical manner through the 
tissues, and thus we have a copious cold, clammy 
sweat ; copious serous vomitings and diarrhoeas ; 
evacuations that are astounding from their quantity 
and from the mechanical manner of their ejection; 
the stomach seeming to become completely filled, 
and to be emptied by a sudjlen convulsive effort 
provoked by its complete distention. 

This, then, is the key to the pathological char- 
acter of the Veratrum disease — torpor of the 
vegetative system, with comparatively slight affec* 
tion of the system of animal life. 

As might be inferred from the above, the fever 
of Veratrum is characterized by predominant and 
sometimes exclusive coldness. The -sweat is cold 
and clammy, aifd it is notably characteristic that 
almost every ‘important symptom of .Veratrum, 
wherever produced, is accompanied “by cold sweat 
the fbtehead. 

* • 

a, matter of course, among the symptoms of 
Ven^Qrum great weakness occurs. It is to be 
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observed, however, as distinguishing Veratrum from 
Arsenic, that this weakness is not disproportioned 
to the other symptoms, is not unexpectedly great, 
and is not more than might be expected from the 
symptoms of diarrhcea, vomiting, or general dis- 
turbance which mark the' case! Neither are the 
symptoms attended by the restlessness, anguish 
and intolerance of pain which are so characteristic 
of Arsenic; nor indeed do the symptoms involve 
a great amount of pain. That which is felt is 
philosophically endured. The patient is quiet 

It must not be inferred from what has been 
said that Veratrum exerts no action whatever upon 
the sensorium. On the contrary, it produces a 
kind of mania; and Hahnemann affirms that it is 
a most precious and indispensable remedy in tlie 
treatment of various forms of mania and insanity. 
Moreover, he found it an indication for Veratrum 
if various kinds of pain were accompanied, now 
and then, by a kind of temporary or transient 
delirium or mania. 

The affection of the mind and dis^sition is as 
follows: A kind of busy restlessness, a hurried 
and driven feeling that induces one to undertake 
a great variety of labor, which, however, he has 
no heart to finish. Still more common, however, 
is a gentle melancholy, a disposition to weep, and 
an inconsolable grief over an imaginary m^ap, 
which cause the patient to sit weeping and not to 
be comforted, or else to run crying and how|jpg 
about the apartment. This, conditmn endi Vm a 
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raving mania, with cursing and scolding, endeavors 
to escape, biting and tearing everything and every- 
body that offer opposition ; accompanied by foolish 
imaginings. 

Veratrum produces vertigo. 

The headache is a pressure' upon the .vertex, 
generally attended by pain in the stomach. It is 
noteworthy that this pressing pain of the vertex 
is relieved by pressing on the vertex with the 
hand. I know but one other remedy of which the 
pressing headache in the vertex is thus relieved, 
viz. : Menyanthes trifoliata. The headache of Men- 
yanthes is accompanied by icy coldness of the 
hands and feet. 

The pupils contract The sight becomes weak. 
Double vision is observed ; and black spots and 
sparks appear before the eyes. 

The eyelids are dry; the upper lid seems par- 
alyzed, the patient cannot raise it; ptosis occurs, 
and has been cured by Veratrum (like Sepia). 

The face is cold, . .the features, are ^distorted, the 
complexion is cyanotic. The face is covered, par- 
ticularly the forehead, with a cold, clammy sweat, 
during the. symptoms of the stomach, bowels and 
chest 

Hie digestive organs are eminently affected by 
^%atrum. 

We notice first an aversion to warm drinks, 
smd a longing for fruit and for acids. The taste 
is d||[ttihfshed, or there is a feeling of coolness in 
iboudfij aucli as pej^rmint produces. ' 
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Nausea .occurs, often with a taste as of bile in 
the moutli; sometimes it is felt after breakfast and 
ceases after taking dinner. 

The matters vomited are food or green bile, 
and tenacious mucus ; the vomiting is preceded by 
a general shudder, and the nausea continues during 
the intervals between the vomitings. The vomiting 
prostrates the patient, but not more than the quan- 
tity and violence would lead one to expect. 

Pressure in the epigastrium, extending to the 
sternal and hypochondriac regions, and down to 
the os ileum. Pinching, tensive, cutting pains, as 
if the intestines were cut with knives, and with 
this pain diarrhcea is associated. 

In the inguinal regions, frequently, a sen.sation 
as though a hernia would protrude ; and when 
coughing, a sticking pain along the inguinal canal. 
These symptoms have caused a successful use of 
Veratrum in hernia. • 

As regards stool, we find two different condi- 
tions : 

1. Constipation, characterized by a disposition 
to stool in the upper part of the ^intestinal canal, 
but an indisposition, sluggishness *or apparent inac- 
tivity of the rectum and lower intestine. It is a 
most useful remedy in obstinate constipation s^hen 
Nux vomica has failed to relieve, and especi||ly> ill. 
the constipation of infants. 

2. Diarrhoea, watery, Ugbt-col<M%d. Sntttettmes 

colorless, very copious. - . . 

It is characteristic of the vomiting aiitd^ 
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rhcea of Veratxum, but particularly of the vomiting, 

that they are provoked by taking liquid into the 

stomach, which is no sooner taken than rejected. 

This is equally true of cold and warm drinks. 

Phosphorus, on the other hand, has nausea, relieved 

by cold drinks ; which, however, are vomited as soon 

• 

as they become warm in the stomach. The gastric 
symptoms of Veratrum are aggravated by motion. 

The vomiting of Tabacum is relieved by eating 
or drinking. 

The vomiting and diarrhoea of Veratrum being 
sudden and copious, are accompanied by exhaustion, 
cold sweat,, a pinched, shriveled and livid aspect of 
the face and hands, and loss of voice ; but by no 
great mental or sensorial disturbance, no great 
depression of spirits or anxiety. 

The menses are hastened and increased. 

Veratrum produces a catarrhal condition of the 
nasal ^membrane, with incessant sneezing and a 
tickling in the trachea, which extends thence 
through the bronchi to their . extremities. The 
cough is generally dry, and if so, it is induced by 
the least motion, ojf tlie body, or by going from a 
cold into a. warrti ’ atmosphere. The opposite of 
Rumex crispusk 

. Sometimes the cough is loose, and it is then 
by constriction of .the chest, 

Spme^es the slightest bodily exertion pro- 
rdys^o^ wd palpitatitm. 

lassitude in the trunk and 
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In the extremities, lassitude; and in the lower 
extremities a kind of paralysis, as from too long' 
a walk. Besides this, tonic cramps in the calves 
and thighs. 


PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS. 

It is useful in intermittent fever, when coldness 
predominates. The symptoms which call for it 
are, especially, great weakness and prostration ; 
actual sinking of the forces; very slow pulse, and 
the impulse of the heart very weak, during the 
apyre.\ia as well as during the paroxysm, but 
especially during the latter; cramps in the limbs, 
and especially in the stomach and abdomen ; 
paralytic sensations ; syncope ; watery diarrhoea, or 
obstinate constipation depending on inactivity of 
the rectum ; collapse ; cyanosis. 

The cold stage always predominates, and indeed 
often overshadows and extinguishes the hot stage. 
The changes of temperature are most marked in 
the extremities. 

The hot stage often fails endr^y, and it never 
reaches a high grade; generally it consists rather 
in a subjective sensation of Warmth while die 
objective temperature is hardly . elevated, nay, is 
sometimes diminished. The pulse is but sli^dy 
accelerated ; it becomes 'somewhat more frequent, 
but not fuller nor harder. , ' . 
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The thirst is proportioned to the amount of the 
excretions. 

The sweat is cold and clammy. It comes even 
before the paroxysm ; lasts until the next The 
results of the abuse of Quinine often require 
Veratrum. 

The same general characteristics indicate Vera- 
trum in typhoid and typhus fevers. 

The use of Veratrum in cholera, in diarrhoea, 
in hernia, in constipation, and in bronchitis, has 
been alluded to and the indications have been 
noticed. 



HEPAR • SULPHURIS CALCAREUM. 

LIVER OF SULPHUR. IMPURE CALCIC SULPHIDE. 

T he “liver of sulphur” of the shops and of 
the British and United States pharmacopoeias, 
is a stlphuret of potassium, or a potassic sulphide, 
being prepared with potash and not with lime. It 
should never be used to prepare die drug known 
in the homoeopathic pharmacopoeia as Hepar 
.sulphuris. It was -discovered, in the course of 
experiments, that it produces solubility of sulphur. 

It is prepared by fusion ; sulphur , one part and 
carbonate of potash four parts. It is used to 
resolve exudations, as in swollen glands, etc. ; it is 
also used in obstinate skin diseases^ and in the 
preparation of sulphur baths. (Balneum sulphura- 
tum of Raye.) Care must be taken if an acid 
is added, because then sulphuretted hydrogen is 
evolved, and there is danger of asphyxia. 

Dupuytren added glue to the bath, and qiade* 
the Balneum sulphuratum et gelfUinc^unu * 

Hahnemann prepared Hepar sulphuris as ! 

“Equal weights of the interior (rf. the 
shell and pure sulphur flowers which have beeit v^B; 
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washed and dried; mix well, and place in a well- 
heated porcelain crucible ; cover and keep at a 
white heat for ten minutes. When cold, open the 
crucible and preserve in well-stoppered bottles.” ’ 
It is prepared for use by trituration up to the 
third centesimal or higher. 

Some physicians use the third only of Hepar 
sulphuris who use higher potencies of other drugs. 


• SPECIAL ANALYSIS. 

Sensorium. Vertigo when ‘shaking thtf head 
or from jarring, as, for example, from driving in a 
wagon, so that on getting out one* cannot stand 
alone. Sometimes faintness accompanies it. 

Head. The pains are aching, boring, and sore- 
ness as if beaten. 

As regards locality, the pain is in the temples, 
forehead and sides of the head, and is sometimes 
confined to one side of the, head, — a kind of 
megrim. 

As regards the time of day, the early morning 
and the forenoon are the favorite times of head- 
ache. 

As regards conditions, motion and rising from 
*a stooping posture produce or increase the pains; 
also moving die e^es increases the boring pain at 
the root of the nose. 

To recs^tulate, we find; , ^ 

Aching pain in the temples and in one-half of 
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the head, a sensation as if a nail were driven into 
tile brain ; the clavus hystericus. (Ignatia, Thuja.) 

Then, on rising from stooping or on moving, 
and especiaily after walking in the open air, a 
stitching 2^ain ; likewise on coughing. 

Boring pains in the temples and a boring ach- 
ing at tlie root of the nose, worse from moving 
the eyes. The forehead and scalp are sore and 
tender. (Bryonia, Eupatorium, China.) 

The hair falls out in spots, leaving them bald. 
Papules and pustules form on the scalp and nape 
and are sore to the touch. Also on the forehead; 
worse in warmth ; 'better in cold air. 

Eyes. Eyes and lids inflamed. Lids swollen, 
red and aching, worse on being touched. Noc- 
turnal agglutination ; much muco-pus ; obscured 
vision. Eruption on the eyelids and below them 
on the cheek. 

It is a valuable remedy in strumous ophthalmia 
and ulcer of the cornea, occurring with milk crust, 
etc., etc. 

Complexion. Yellowish, with blue rings around 
the eyes. Red cheeks by day, without heat or thirst; 
but in the afternoon and night, heat. Sometimes 
erysipelatous swelling and redness of the cheeks. 
’^Ears. External: hot, red and itching. Stitch- 
ing in the inner ear on blowing the nose. 

Roaring and noises, worse 

Nose. Boring aching at the root of the nose 
from seven to twelve a. m. Dorsum sore ^ 
touch. Frequent epistaxis. Los^ of smelL 
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Mouth, Corner of the lips ulcerated and erup- 
tion on tlie lips, with heat; also vesicles, etc., on 
the chin and neck, very sore to the touch. 

Gitvts. Swollen, and aching of the molar teeth 
as if pressed out; painful on biting. Toothache 
occurs when eating ; drawing pain, worse in a 
warm room; and on biting it becomes a jumping 
toothache. 

TJtroai. Very important symptoms. Stitching, 
as if a sliver of wood or a fish-bone were in the 
throat, occurring on swallowing, yawning, on tak- 
ing a deep inspiration, and on turning the head, 
extending into the ear. Even also in the exterior 
parts of the throat, as in the cervical muscles. 
Feeling of internal swelling and pressure, as if a 
plug of mucus or some other body had stuck in 
the throat and could be swallowed away. Scratch- 
ing, scraped feeling in the throat, increased when 
swallowing solid food. Constant desire to hawk 
out mucus, and much saliva from the mouth, like 
water-brash. 

Digestive tract. Bitter or earthy taste in the 
mouth and throat, yet food has its natural taste. 

Appetite fair. Longing for sour or strongly 
flavored food. More thirst than hunger. Burning 
eructations. Nausea when sitting or walking, a. m. 
Sour vomiting. Pressure, aching and hardness in 
the epigastrium after eating. 

Distention of the abdomen and much flatus, 
which accumulates in the epigastric .zone. Tearing 
and grs^ptng in the umbilical region, with nausea 
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and heat of the face. Soreness of the abdomen 
where flatus moves. 

The inguinal glands are swollen and sore, imd 
ulcerate. 

Sigol. The character of the stool and urine is 
sl.’ggish evacuation. Then, though the faeces are 
sjft, they are discharged with difhculty and slowly 
and with much tenesmus. 

Sometimes diarrhoea and bloody slime, or green- 
ish and clay-colored diarrhoea. 

Green, slimy diarrhoea, of a sour smell. (See 
Hering.) 

Urine. Sluggish stream ; must wait long before 
it starts. It burns on passing, and excoriates and 
ulcerates the prepuce ; the last drops are bloody. 

Itching and sticking pains in the glans; ulcers 
like chancre on the prepuce. 

Respiratory Organs. Coryza. Action chiefly on • 
the larynx and trachea. 

Dry cough, with dyspnoea, from’ tickling high 
in the throat ; uninterrupted in the evening ; pro- 
voked by .speaking or stooping ; it increases more 
and more, and then stops. Or, a violent cough, 
as if he should suffocate, which ends in vomiting. 
Sometimes, afterward, a feeling as of a hard body 
in the epigastrium ; then comes a haemoptysis. 

(Distinguished from Belladonna by non-sorejte&i 
of the larynx and no fever; from>Conium by'€hife- 
height of the irritation; from .Rumex crispus ^l^l 
not being affected by respiradoh ; from Lad>el3^' 
by not bmng excited by pressure on 1 ^ 
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In croup, when the cough begins to loosen, 
pustular eruption on the outer thorax ; the axillary 
glands suppurate. 

Cutting, drawing and aching in the lumbo- 
sacral region, especially in the sacro-iliac synchon- 
droses, causing a halting gait and limping ; it 
extends down the limb, and is not relieved by 
sitting, standing or lying. 

Stitches in the back, and tight pain on turning. 
Tearing, drawing and burning pains in the extrem- 
ities. Eruptions, etc. 

Disturbed by starting, by dreams, and 
by dyspnoea. 

The pains are worse at night. 

Chill at night, not followed by heat ; chill in 
the open air (which aggravates the cough, etc.). 

Sweat. Worse at night, and on the head or 
the back ; it is clammy or sour. In the morning, 
when it occurs, it is sometimes general, sometimes 
only on the head. 

Disposition. Very peevish ^ angry at the least 
trifle. Memory weak ; hypochondriacal ; unreason- 
ably anxious. 

General. Stitches in the joints during repose 
and motion. Drawing and tearing in the limbs. 
The hands and feet crack and ulcerate ; the ulcers 
* bleed easily, and bum and throb at night, with 
stitching and gnawing pain. Warts inflame and 
stitch. Burning, itching over the body, followed 
by netde-rash. Lassitude, weakness; fainting on 
slight pain. 
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APPLICATIONS. 

Suppuration, milk crus^ eczema. Ulcers, warts. 
Glands inflamed (high or low?). Dysentery, 
catarrh of bladder. Prostatitis -(Digitalis, Nitrum.) 
Croup, Boenninghausen, 3*. Laryngeal cough, 
increased by slight uncovering of a limb. 

* Boenninghausen’s powders oiid, Hepar sulphuris third, 
for croup; First, Aconite"*, sec- Spongia"*. [H. E. K. D.l 
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GENERAL ANALYSIS. 

V ITAL POWER, a. Sensorium. Depressing; 

signs of anaemia; vertigo on rising, with 
debility and general trembling. 

h. Special senses. A partial action only ; vision 
failing as from paralysis of the optic nerve. 

c. Muscular system. Acts in such a way as 
.to. produce paralysis, or a paralyzed sensation in 
the tongue and in the back and extremities. These 
phenomena, however, succeed, except in case of 
the tongue and tlie eyelid, paroxysms of sticking 
• and tearing pains, which are indicative of a rheu- 
matic affection of the muscles. Hence the tendency 
to a rheumatic diathesis may be assumed to be 
die leading affection of the muscular system as a 
result , of Dulcamara. At the same time there are 
no indications of a rheumatic dyscrasia, except 
oflfensive sweat and urine. These affections corre- 
•spond rather to the effects of simple exposure to 
cold and.jivet, 
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the alimentary canal and of the uriniry bladder 
producing more or less copious discharges pf inucus, 
altered from a normal condition, but not displaying 
any evidence ‘of decomposition ; Md upon* the 
lymphatic system, producing glandular enlargements 
(their specific nature unknown) both in the cervical 
and submaxillary, ’ and in the • inguinal regions. 
Clinical records, which are rich in cases of glandular 
enlargements cured by Dulcamara, teach that the 
conditions most easily curod by Dulcamara are 
haemorrhages from the nose, which occur without 
evidence of decomposition of the blood. A specific 
dyscrasia, however, is produced, as is shown by 
the eruptions and by the offensive sweat which 
allies it to rheumatic affections. 

General affections. As might be inferred from 
the affections of the lymphatic an(^ mucous systems, 
a disposition to anasarca is shown by the symp- 
toms of Dulcamara, e. g., general swelling of the 
limbs and pufifiness of the face. 

Vegetative system. Dulcamara works such an 
alteration as to produce copious, soapy saliva, with 
loose and spongy gums. Flat, soapy taste, with 
loss of appetite, discharge of stringy, tenacious 
mucus from the stomach, and yellow and green 
mucous diarrhoea, with griping and cutting in the 
abdomen before ^e stool. Burning in the. blazer “ 
and deposit of mucus in the^ urine evaetkat^ 
(Vesical catarlh.) ; . : 5 

Sphere of action. The sphere of Dulcamara fk. . 
not very exten^ve. Its action • is appare^^ 
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fined to the muscular, mucous and fibrous or sero- 
fibrous tissues: and of these tissues the parts most 
affected are, in the muscular tissue, the voluntary 
muscles, especially those of the face and extremities 
and of the thorax; in the mucous tissue, that of 
the alimentary canal and urinary bladder, the air 
passages being sckrcely affectecl. The cough is 
rather excited by stitches in the intercostal muscles 
and in the fibrous tissue, the substance of the 
meatus auditorius possibly the pericranium and the 
tissues about the articulations of the extremities. 
In addition to these tissues, the lymphatic gland- 
ular system and the special sense of vision are 
especial scats of the action of Dulcamara. 

Sensations. For the most part, drawing and 
sticking pain in the substance of the tissues. The 
sticking, however, is not so sharp as that of Bry- 
onia, but is as if done with a blunt instrument, 
and is circumscribed in location. In addition there 
is pain as after a blow. 

Peenliariiics and cojiditions -y the pains. The 
pains are universally aggravated by repose ; except 
the headache in the temporal region, which is a 
boring and sticking from within outward, aggra- 
vated by motion, and is probably due to a con- 
gestive condition which accompanies the Dulcamara 
catarrh. They are relieved or dissipated by motion, 
and reour ^when the subject comes ^|jiain into a 
state of rest 'Diey occur or are aggravated at ^ 
nighty in -^cllamp, cold weather. When the 
stiuMhg occur Tn die substance' of organs, 

it.-— SKSiv ■' 
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their direction is universally -from within outward ; 
analogous in this to Belladonna. 

Times of day. Aggravation in the evening, 
especially of the cutaneous symptoms. 

Head. Sensorium. Vertigo. Momentary dizzi- 
ness ; objects appear to stand motionless ; black 
spots float before the eyes ; this occurs at noon 
before eating, also in the morning on rising, and 
is then attended by debility and general trembling, 
with flashes of heat in the face. 

Qmftsion. Dull and confused feeling in the 
head, as if after a debauch. 

Headache. The headache seems to depend in 
a great degree upon catarrhal or rheumatic affec- 
tions of other organs. It seldom involves the 
whole head at once, but orily a small spot is 
affected at a time, either by sticktngs or as by 
the pressure of a dull instrument.' 

The parts of the head most affected are the 
forehead and the occiput and nape of the neck. 
The temporal region, sometimes, in connection with 
the forehead. The pains are chiefly dull heaviness 
and pressing, and a pressure and a boring from 
within outward, and stitches and drawing pmns 
from one part of the head to another. 

To particularize : . ' * 

Conditions. We have, in the forehead, 
ness, with ^casional stickings, digging and horing 
in the subsoRce of the brain freon within oi^ward^ 
with a feeling as if a board weite placed in froiEi' 
of the forehead pressing tihe pain back. 
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left frontal eminence to the point of the nose 
drawing and compressive pain, aggravated by 
stooping. 

In the Temples. Boring outward, with heavi^ 
ness in the head, worse on motion, in connection 
with nasal catarrh. 

Vertex. Drawing, darting from the vertex to 
the root of the nose. 

Occiput and Nape. Tense heaviness, worse in 
the nape, where there is a sense of formication. 
Pressing outward. Feeling as if the occiput were 
enlarged. Pressing, numbing headache from the 
nape upward. (Nux vomica, Spigelia, Silicea.), 

The majbrity of the pains are aggravated on 
rising in the morning, and they grow worse 
toward evening, as the catarrh which they attend 
increases. The heaviness js better in the open air. 

In the Supra Orbital Region. Pressing, tensive 
pain on the right side, and boring from within 
outward. In the orbital region, contractive pain 
in the margin of the orbit. 

(General observations on the peculiarities of 
pain, e. g., from within outward, etc.) 

Eyes. Appearatue. No ’special changes in 
appearance are noticed. On the authority of Starke 
(upon Bitter-sweet), chcmotic ophthalmia is recorded 
Ss an effect of Dulcamara ; and Noack and Trinks 
give it the first rank among the eye^tnptoms. 

SensaHens. Pressing pain whethw reading or^ 
not but aggfravsited by reading. 

. Sensatkmv ai if fire .. ^>aricled out from one’s 
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eyes on walking in the sunlight; also in the 
chamber. 

Sight I. As to power. Dimnes*s of* vi^on; 
all objects appear as if seen' through a veil ; 
beginning of amaurosis with partial paralysis of 
the upper eyelid. (Ptosis.) 

2. Abnormal vision. Sparks before the eyes. 

Lids. Partial ptosis in the upper lid, as if it 
would fall. Jerking movements of the eyelids and 
lips (in cold air). 

(General considerations, tissues, special sense 
alfected, nerves of motion as in the ptosis ; 
connection with other pathogenetic diseases of 
Dulcamara.) 

Scrofulous blepharophlhalmia and adenitis; 
crusty eruption on the margin of the eyelids and 
swelling and induration, of the cervical glands. 

“ Caspar!, Archiv,” 3, 3, 68. 

Ears. External region. Various sensations, 
involving the zygoma and parotid region, viz.: 

Painless pressing on the left zygoma (belongs 
to the face). Fine stickings in the parotid and in 
the external meatus. A cramping constrictive pain 
below the ear down toward the ramus of die 
lower jaw. ^ 

Pains. Meatus. Left Pinching sticking toward 
the tympanum ; aching, with fine stitches. Earachi^ 
with great ^usea. Dre;adful . tarache the 
night preventing sleep ; it teases' suddenly in dhe 
morning, but leaves a rushing ih' the ;ears. 

Pricking and feeling as if cold airhad . 
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into the ear. Tearing in the left ear, with stitches 
from within outward, accompanied by deafness and 
rustling in the ear. 

Special sense. Abnormal. Clear, loud ringing. 
Drumming and bubbling before the ear and deaf- 
ness, with tearing in the left ear and stitches from 
within outward. On opening the mouth a rust- 
ling in the ear, as if something were torn in two 
there. 

(General considerations ; scat and tissues ; con- 
comitants, etc. Concomitants are nausea, with 
earache and stickings in the parotids, with the 
same in the meatus.) 

Nose. Epistaxis. Profuse haemorrhage ; four 
ounces of bright red and warm blood from the 
left nostril, with pressure on the region of the 
superior longitudinal sinus. 

Eruption. Pimple, with ulcerative pain in the 
inner left ala nasi ; eruption (itching) in the angles 
of both alae. (Analogous remedies, Millefolium, 
Ledum, Thlaspi.) 

Face. Cheeks. Tearing and drawing pains in 
the whole cheek. Itching in the eruption. (Gen- 
eral considerations.) 

Lips. Organic. Eruption, pimples and ulcers 
on the inner part of the upper lip and on the 
anterior part of the hard padate; also externally 
around the mouth, with tearing paii^^n moving 
the parts.^ 

Functional, jerking motion of the lips and the 
eyelids (tn the cold air). 



294 


DULCAMARA. 


Chin. Itching eruption. 

Teeth. Numbness, as if devoid of feeling. 

Mouth. Tongue. . Itching, crawling in the apex 
of the tongue. 

Functional. Paralysis of the tongue, hindering 
speecli, occurring in damp w^eather. Actual paral- 
ysis of the" tongue after long use of Dulcamara, 
(a symptom noted by three allopathic authorities). 

Aspect. Rough and dry. 

Saliva. Discharge of much soapy saliva. 
Salivation, with loose and spongy gfums. (General 
considerations.) 

Neck. Drawing pain in the muscles of the 
right side. 

Fauces. Pressure, as if the uvula were too 

4 

long. Scraping in the fauces and burning in the 
oesophagus, with copious eructations. 

Glands. Adenitis. Swollen, often very painful 
and sensitive ; cervical and sub-maxillary lymphatic 
glands (with a sub-inflammatory condition), painful 
on every turning of the head. “ Hartmann, Archiv,* 
8, 3, 8o. 

Gastric Symptoms. i. Flat, soapy taste, with 
loss of appetite. Natural taste, with good appe- 
tite, yet soon satiated; 2. Appetite good, yet 
soon satiated. Hunger, with aversion to food. 
3. While eating, repeated gtt!|»ng dp. of soup 
just swallowed. Frequent pmdiing and' disten- 
tion of the abdomen. 4. After eating,,, immense 
distention of the abdomen. ,5. Eructations copious, 
with scraping in the oesx^agus aifd hoait-^htnY^ 
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witib constant rejection of very tenacious mucus. 
Empty with shivering, as if before nausea, with 
hiccough. Frequent during a meal, gulping up 
soup just swallowed. 6. Nausea and vomiting. 
Qualmishness and nausea. Vomiting with ch'ilKhess, 
or with heat and anxiety. • Vomiting of tenacious 
mucus, with warm rising in the oesophagus in the 
morning. (General considerations.) 

Epigastrium sensations. Distention, with empty 
feeling in the abdomen. Constant griping on going 
to sleep. Tensive pain, as from a strain. Pressive 
as from a blow, worse on pressure.' 

Hypochondria. Left : Sudden cutting. Dull 
sticking, increased by pressure on tHe exact spot. 
Intermitting stitche.s. Single pulsating stitches 
when sitting, relieved by rising. ‘ Right : Dull 
stickings which take away the breath. 

Umbilical Region. Sticking. Short dull stick- 
ing. Just below the .umbilicus, griping when sitting 
bent forward, better on rising. Griping in the 
morning, as if to stool. Gnawing, throbbing pain 
just below the umbilicus. Tearing, digging, cut- 
ting around die umbilicus. On the left side, below 
die umbilicus, a pressing outward, as if hernia would 
ensue. ' ‘ * • 

Abdomen generally. Uneasiness, with frequent 
!ilatulent, i^scharge. Dull stitches in quick succes- 
sion from within outward, taking away the breath ; 

spot is paifliul on pres^re, as *if something 
woidd force itself out .there. Pinching, sticking in 

ivlieved by pressure. Vfo- 
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lent griping, as if a long worm were creeping and 
gnawing in the intestine. Griping, as before a 
diarrhoea. Pain, as from a cold, such as is apt to 
occur in damp, cold weather. 

Flatus. Rumbling in the bowels, as from a 
purgative, every time he stoops forward. Rum- 
bling as before a stool, with griping and some 
pain in the loins. Pain as before a diarrhoea, 
relieved by the discharge of flatus. 

Groin. Glands. Pain. Pressing* pain in the 
glands, right and left. In the bubo, burning and 
sticking, worse from motion and touch. Swelling 
on the left side, hard and painless. Pain in the 
left groin, not sensitive to the touch, with sensa- 
tion of coldness in the back, and rumbling in tl'.e 
abdomen. 

Stool. Sudden and imperative desire for stool, 
with nausea, but a tardy discharge of hard faeces 
or none at all. Griping and rumbling in the 
abdomen, with discharge of flatus smelling of 
asafoetida. Desire to stool, yet no action in the 
rectum; great straining. 

Character. Diarrhoea with flatulence several 
afternoons in succession. White, slimy alternately 
with green and yelh&w stools, with lassitude. Hard 
stools in pieces. Jinte, afternoon. Before stdol, 
cutting pain and rumblingv ^ After stool, lassip^<^ ‘ 
cutting pain. - - ' ' ! 

Cures of Diarrkcea, Case <^, one i^onth’s .diHU- 
tion. Cause, cold; continued*^^uring cold, d£U^' 
weather, night and day,, worse a/t niglijt, pr^eded''^- 
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violent cutting in the abdomen, chiefly around the 
navel. Then nausea, profuse cold sweat and thin 
liquid stools of yellowish or greenish bilious matter , 
sometimes, simultaneously, vomiting. In the rectum 
and anus, sensibility and biting, such as are caused 
by salt. A dose of Dulcamara 3®. In one da) 
the patient was cured and remained so. Gross, 
“Archiv,” i, 3, 169. 

Bloody Diarrhoea. Duration, three and one- 
third years The patient was a shepherd who had 
been in the habit, of watching his flocks by night; 
hence, the causes were cold and damp exposure. 
The symptoms were violent cutting around the 
navel, at night chiefly. Immediately bloody diar- 
rhoea, almost uninterrupted, and consisting almost of 
pure blood. On account of the pain and diarrhoea 
he had no sleep the whole night long. Unceasing, 
unquenchable thirst The rectum protrudes; biting 
at the anus, as from pepper. One drop of Dulca- 
mara, mother tincture. In four days the patient 
was cured and remained so. Soanenberg, “Archiv," 
4. h 12. 

Urinary Organs, i. Pulsation in the bladder 
from within outward. Painful urination ; burning 
in the orifice of the urethra while urinating. 

2. Copious discharge of urine, at first clear and 
•tenacious,, then thick and milk-white ; first clear, 
then turbid, with gluey deposit Turbid and offensive 
with ^offensive sweat Slimy deposit red or white. 

Slixml Organs. Heat and itching of the sexual 
organa. Papular eruption on the labia majora. 
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Menses. First increased, then diminished. 

Nasal mucous membrane. Sneezing. Mucous 
membrane dry.’ Dry coryza, with confusion of the 
head. 

Trachea. Short, irritated cough, excited by a 
inspiration. Much coughing, with expectora- 
tion of tenacious mucus, excited by violent sticking^ 
in the right or left side of the chest. Expectoration 
of blood. The exciting cause is deep inspiration ; 
stickings in the right or left side. 

Thorax. Exicrnal. Sternum., Painful stickings, 
whidi subsequently feel like blows, upon the 
sternum. Tension and drawing upon the anterior 
parts of the sternum on a deep inspiration. A 
sticking, tearing pain in the middle of the sternum, 
going through the whole chest to the spinal column 
while sitting, but ceasing on rising. 

Sides. Pain as if struck by fists on both sides 
under the shoulders. Painful pressing as with a 
dull instrument when sitting bent forward, on the 
left side, just above the ensiform body. 

Axilla. Pulsating pain in the left axilla, dis- . 
appearing on motion. Same in the right axilla. 

Internal. Organic. Soreness, like a digging 
or from a strain or injury. Pinching pain in the 
whole chest, increased by inspiration. 

Clavicular region. BenumUng, dull stitch under 
the rig^it clavicle into the chest Deep cutting 
pain in the left chest, close under the davidle, 
relieved by pressure. ^ 

Sternal region. Jerking and drawing undi^ dte 
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Sternum. Pressure in parpxysms under the whole 
surface of the sternum. Painful sticking in the 
region of the sternum. 

Costal region. Violent stitches, now in one side, 
now in the other, provoking frequent cough, with 
sputa of tough mucus. 

Right side. Dull sticking in. the region of 
third rib, esjpecially on pressing thereon, when the 
pain withdraws to the loins, thence rises to between 
the shoulders ; a sticking on the internal margin 
of the left scapula on inspiration. Digging pain, 
relieved by pressure. Sudden and quickly disap- 
pearing stitch between the fourth and sixth ribs. 

Left side. Slow intermitting, dull stitches. 
Painful stitch, as from a dull knife, between the 
fifth and sixth ribs. Sticking pain in the region ^ 
of the sixth rib. A feeling as if something were 
pressing out from the chest , (aggravated from 
within outward). 

(General considerations.) 

Heart, functional. Palpitation violent, exter- 
nally perceptible, especially at night; one seems to 
feel the heart beat outside of the thorax. 

Back. Sacro-lumdar region. Pain as after long 
stooping. Dull sticking, from within outward, on 
every inspiration; in both loins when sitting bent 
tbgether after a walk. Pain as if .the body were 
cut in two in the lumbar region above the hips; 
the pain is so severe as to keep the patient in 
constant motion to and fro, which yet gives nO / 
relief ' 
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Left side. Diggiijg, sticking pain near the 
sacrum. Digging over the left crista ilii, relieved 
by pressure. Close to the lumbar vertebrae, pain 
as from a blow previously rweived there. A dig- 
ging, sticking pain in the loins above the left hip, 
relieved by walking, but returning on sitting down. 
Dull stitch from within outward, on each act of 
inspiration. 

Right side. Deep cutting .pain in the loins 
over the right hip, ceasing on pressure, but -soon 
returning. Darting single stickings, as if with a 
fork, . close to the lumbar vertebrae. 

Dorsal region. Single, painful stitches in the 
middle of the vertebral column on respiration. 

Left side. Intermitting, dull stitches, like sensi- 
tive throbbing, near the vertebral column. Inter- 
mitting pressure near the vertebral column, near 
the cervical regior\, when lying on the back in bed. 

Scapular region. Right: Tickling stitch in 
the middle of the right scapula. Drawing, tearing 
pain on the external margin. Left : ' Intermitting,^ 
tearing shocks on the external side of the left 
scapula. 

Cervical region. Painful stiffness in the cervical 
muscles on turning the head to either side. Stiff- 
ness. Pain in the nape, as if the head had 1^*0 
awry. Contractive pain, as if the Jieck were ^g€t- * 
ting twisted. (Torti collis.) , 

Extremities, Drawing, tearing in the rigiil 
shoulder, above the right hip, and above and bdow 
the right knee. Upper extremities. Inalnlity/ jto 
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move the arms forward and backward ; the attempt 
produced jerkings in them. Jerkings in the mus- 
cles of the upper ^m on flexing the arm and 
moving it backward ; on extending the arm, stiff- 
ness of the fingers and inability to flex them. 

Shouldirs. Jerking and pulsating pains in the 
axilla'. 

Aims. Pain in the evening in bed, and in the 
morning on rising. Paralyzed pain in the left 
arm, as from a contusion, almost only during 
repose , less during motion ; the arm not sensitive 
to the touch, and having its usual power. In the 
whole right arm, a dull violent pain as from 
apoplexy, with lead heaviness, immobility and sen- 
sibility ; the arm was icy cold to the touch ; the 
muscles tense, even in repose ; the arm paralyzed, 
could not raise it nor grasp a pen ; the attempt to 
do so produced a sharp pain hi the elbow-joint, 
which was also painful to the touch, as if beaten. 
The same icy coldness returned in twenty-four 
hours. * 

A 

Elbows and Fore-arms. P'roquent painful draw- 
ing in the left ulna. Dull drawing from the left 

elbow to the wrist, worse on pronation in the 
evening. A turning, boring pain slowly descend- 
ing from the elbow-joint to the wrist, ceasing 
•during motion, but instantly recurring on repose. 
A sudden jerking, griping, tearing in the middle 
of the left fore-arm. Left fore-arm powerless, as 
if paralyzed, with a similar sensation in the elbow- 
joint 



302 


DULCAMARA. 


Wrisis. Right Sticking as with a dull point, 
relieved by motion. 

Hands. Trembling in damp, cold weatheh In 
the left thumb, cramping drawing; one scarcely 
dared move die thumb. Jerking, sticking in the 
first phalanx of the middle finger. 

Lo'ivcr lixtnmitics. Hips. Stitches and draw- 
ing, tearing pain in the hips. Drawing, sticking 
pain in the left hip joint, extending to the groin t 
only when walking, as if at every step the hip 
would be dislocated; relieved by forcible extension 
of the thigh, the whole leaving a pain as if beaten 
in the parts, for fourteen days. 

Thighs. Right: Sticking, tearing pain, not 
relieved by pressure. Drawing sensation on the 
anterior part of the right thigh. Drawing tearing 
in the posterior part of the thigh, from the middle 
to the knee-joint.' Paralyzed sensation on the 
anterior part. Left: Fine sticking, posteriorly, , 
close to the knee. Both : Constant sticking, 
throbbing or griping pain, ceasing on walking, bttf 
developed again when sitting. Here and there 
drawing in the flesh of the thighs, which is sensi- 
tive to the touch. The thighs go to sleep and are 
very weak. 

Knees. Great weariness, as after a long walk. 
Tearing in the knee-joint when sitting. Ou tlie' 
internal 'side of the knee a rhyl|^c, throbMng, 
pressing pain. 

Legs. Left Cramp-like .dra,wing patjt doira 
dirough the leg. Swelling of the leg and 
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(not of the fooO, with tensive pain and feeling of 
extreme fatigue toward evening. Gentle tearing 
from within outward in the shin-bone. Pain in the 
shin-bone, as from fatigue by walking. Pain down 
the posterior part of the calf. Tearing in the cal^ 
relieved by motion of the foot. Sudden stitch in 
the calf, as from a needle, followed a sensation 
as if blood or water flowed from the spot. Pain- 
ful cramp when walking. Sensation of numbness 
in the calves in the afternoon and evening. 

Feet Burning in the feet. Intermitting, stick- 
ing, burning in the toes. 

J.eft Tearing from the external malleqjus forward. 
Pulsating, tearing pain in the great and second toes. 

Right Violent cramp in the inner ankle bone, 
wakes one at night; relieved by getting up and 
walking about. Drawing tearing about the interior 
malleolus. Cutting pain in the middle of the right 
sole, not relieved by stepping. 

General Symptoms. Convulsions and spasmodic 
aiifections of the muscular system. Jerkings in the 
hands and feet. Convulsion, first of the facial 
muscles, then of the whole body. Trembling of 
the limbs. Cramp pains here and there, especially 
in the fingers. Dull stitches here and there in the 
limbs and body generally, from witliin outward. 
Pains in various parts of the body, as from a cold. 
Great lassitude and ' feeling of fatigue ; h^^viness 
and &la§ue in every limb, compelling to sit and 
Ke. Great lassitude and heaviness in the limbs'^ 
and debility, sometimes sudden, like syncope. 
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Sleep. Sleepy the whole day, with much yawn- 
ing. Sleeplessness. Sleep disturbed by distracted 
dreams, with much sweat during sleep. Restless, 
interrupted, anxious sleep,’ with many dreams. 
In the evcninjr, just on dropping asleep, starting 
up with fright Sleep with loud snoring, with open 
mouth. After midniglit, anxiety and fear for the 
future. Sleep restless ; after four A. M. cannot sleep 
again; stretching and turning, with great fatigue, 
and feeling as if the posterior cervical muscles 
were paralyzed and he could not lie on them. 
Wakes up as it calk'd, and sees a ghost, which 
constantly » enlarges and then vanishes on high. 
Toward morning no .sleep, witli fatigue in the 
limbs, as if paralyzed. Sleep disturbed by itching 
on the chest, abdomen etc. ; heat and stinking 
sweat. 

Skin. Eruptions (see Nose). Pimples in the 
angles of the alee nasi ; painful. 

Checks. Moist eruptions; itching. 

Lips. Pimples and ulcers around the mouth 
and inside the upper lip. 

Chin. Itching eruption. 

Sexual Organs* Papular eruption on the labia 
majora; heat and itching. 

Arm. Right. Burning, itching, compelling to 
scratch, and rdieved thereby for a time ; a burning • 
vesicle jmpears. In the hollow of the elbow a red 
eruption, visible ip a warm room m the« morning 
and evening, compelling to scratch, whicli id 
lowed by burning. 
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Hands, Covered ‘with warts. On the back of 
the hand burning red eruption on going from a 
warm place into the air. A papular eruption. 

Tktghs, Burning itching, provoked by scratch* 

ing. 

Legs. On the outer side itching and itching 
stitch, relieved for a time by scratching. 

Gtne/al. Itching in various parts of the body; 
violent itching eruption of red spots with vesicles, 
nettlc-ra ,h ; itching, sticking, and after rubbing it, 
burning. Fine eruption on the chest and abdomen, 
with mod<;rate itching. Red spits on the body. 
Dryness and heat, uith constipation and painful 
retention cf urine, with the pulse soft, slow and 
elastic. 

SrocHnig Sudden swelling of the body and 
pufifiness of the limbs, which are sometimes painful 
and ^sometimes feel numb and go to sleep. 

Ncttle-ra'ih. Itching and burning after being 
^ratched, and, before each eruption of it, needle- 
stickings in the whole bodj. Pulcamara** cured. 
Sonnenberg, “Archiv,” 4, i, 115. 

Pemphigus Child, of thirteen months, with no 
teeth, old*Iooking face, great emaciation. Great 
hunger, yet refuses food. Great thirst ; slimy, 
brown, liquid stools ; urine offensive, turbid when 
passed, and excoriating the skin which it touches. 
Restless, impatient. Lax, tired, cannot sUnd., Vesic- 
ular eniptipn, lR%e as a pea, containing yellow, 
translucid fluid, and on a red, inflamed base*, cover- 
ing the whole body except the face. Sleep little 
n.~2i * 
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and restless. Dulcamara one dose cured. Beth- 
mann’s “Archiv,” 3, 2, 119. 

Warts. On the hands. Dulcamara second only 
to Rhus toxicodendron. Stapf, “Archiv,” 2, 3, 118. 

Crnsta lactca. Right cheek, with important 
symptoms of a cold. Dulcamara J. Romig, 
“Archiv,” 15, 3, 156. 

In Abdominal Typhus. Dulcamara produces 
good results when patients distinctly remember 
having taken cold ; tongue is clean, no gastricis- 
mus; stools yellow, liquid, with rumbling, cutting, 
digging and griping pain in the umbilical region 
or whole abdomen. Administration followed by 
sweat. Bartl, “Archiv,” 20, 3, 69. 

Mehlflcchte. On the knee ; old, obstinate, size 
of a dollar. Cured by Dulcamara several 
weeks continued. Gross, “Archiv,” xvii, 2, 52. 



CALCAREA CARBONICA. 

L ime is used in allopathic therapeutics? i. As 
caustic lime in combination with caustic 
potash as an escharotic ; it lessens the deliquescence 
of the potash and makes the causticity more con- 
trollable. * 

2. In the form of lime-water it is used exter- 
nally in combination with oil as an application to 
bums; as a soothing application to intertrigo and 
eczema; also internally to correct acidity of the 
stomach and primae viae; and in combination with 
milk to prevent vomiting in children who are fed 
by ' the bottle. It is given, ’with their food, to 
debilitated rachitic persons and to pregnant women 
who are* supposed to suffer from a deficiency of 
lime. 

3. As a dry powder the carbonate is applied 
to inflamed surfaces, and. in the form of chalk 

9 

mixture is. administered, along ^with other drugs, to 
control diarrhoea supposed to depend on acidity. 

Ringer remarks that small doses, very smalb 
ones,^ e. g,, one or two grains, act at least as well 
as large .qn^ because the dtfiusion power of lime 
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is very small, and but little of it is or can be 
absorbed into the blood. 

Calcarea carbonica* or acetica was proved by 
Hahnemann, and regarded by him as. one of the 
most valuable and most widely applicable of the 
anti-psoric remedies. 

We proceed at once to consider its effects in 
anatomical order. 

Sensoritim. Vertigo, especially when walking in 
the open air, aggravated by stooping, and most 
noticed in the early morning when rising or shortly 
after rising; accompanied by ndusea and a feeling 
as though one would fall unconscious. The mem- 
ory appears to be enfeebled. 

As regards di.sposition, we notice first, indiffer- 
ence, with reticence and inertness; then depression 
and sadness, with anxiety about the future and 
disposition to weep. Finally, peevishness and much 
nervous excitement and irritability. 

Despairing, hopeless of ever getting fwelL 
Anxiety, shuddering and awe as soon as evening 
comes near; with fear of death, tormenting* those 
around him day and night 

Fear of going crazy, or that people will observe 
her and suppose her to be crazy. 

The mind is confused, so that what is read or 
heard is not understood or apf^rehended. 

Heavy aching, and pressing headaches in variotts 

* Note. — In Hahnemann’s ' them bodi fiom oyster-stKlIs 
provings of Calcarea carbonica jng an impure Caihohate, aatl 

and Calcarea acetica, he prepared 'AcetiMA, & £; KL IX . 
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parts of the h^d, always worse by reading and 
stooping. Stooping produces a bewildered sen- 
sation. 

The pressing pain is from within outward; and 
occupies only a part of the head at a time. 

A feeling of congestion alternately with a sen- 
sation of icy coldness in the head. 

It is peculiar to Calcarea that the head very 
easily becomes cold and seems affected thereby, 
so that headache results and the integuments of 
that particular part become sensitive. A muscular 
strain produces headache. 

The hairs fall out 

Eyes. The pupils are sometimes dilated and 
’ sometimes contracted. Hahnemann has remarked 
thit Calcarea is peculiarly applicable to persons 
whose pupils are habitually dilated. 

Perversions of vision are noted. 

Veils, feathers, shadows or black spots appear 
befor||;the eyes, making vision indistinct; it is also 
indistinct from straining of the body or mind, 
from reading, and after dinner. Also presbyopia. 

The lids itch and burn and especially the canthi. 
The lids are red and swollen; also the conjunctiva, 
with much discharge of muco-pus. The pains are 
aching, as if grains of sand were in the eye, worse 
*ih the ovening and ^ night; burning and itching 
in ithn e^ns ; and in the lids a smarting soreness. 
Expetiem^ has shown the efficacy of Calcarea in 
■ i|crofuItws ophihahnia. (Contrast with Conium.) 

Fdee. Ektiptions of painful papules or an eczema. 
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Frequently a general swelling, with tearing pains 
in the facial bones. 

/ 

When emaciation occurs the face is pale or 
sallow. 

Many perversions of hearing ; noises ; deafnes.s. 
with feeling as if something lay in front of the 
membrana tympani; and noise or sputtering in 
the ear when using a handkerchief or swallowing. 

Pulsation, stitching and heat in the ear. Ear 
much swollen, with sudden jerking pain, causing 
the whole body to start. (Same in the eyelids and 
face.) 

The sense of smell is perverted. There is an 
odor of bad eggs or of gunpowder (I add, of 
manure). Epistaxis frequent and profuse. Ulcers ’ 
and sores in the nose and on tlie lips. • 

Nose sometimes very dry and then again 
plugged with yellow, offensive pus. 

Neck or Throat externally. Swelling of the 
glands, with aching and, on chewing, sti|^hing 
pains; sometimes also on swallowing. Also goitre; 
a most valuable remedy in scrofulous swelling. 

Gums. Swollen, bleed easily, sore; often swell- 
ing of the cheeks and ulcers on their inno* 
surface. 

The toothache is excited by currents of . air 
{characteristic of Calcarea) or by getting^ wet, • 
working in damp places (characteristic). They are 
tearing pains, extending up .into the head,’ as if 
roots were being tom but Also throbbing and 
boring and swelling of the gunts and diec^ 
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Renewed by every cold drink, or by both cold and 
warm drinks. 

Speech is difficult and clumsy. 

Tongue generally white coated. Burning pain; 
burning vesicles, which become ulcers. Dryness, 
alternating with excess of saliva, (Ranula.) 

Feeling of a lump in the throat; no tonsillitis. 

Taste generally .sour. Frequent eructations, 
generally sour, with burning from . epigastrium 
upward. Frequent hiccough. 

Nausea, a. m., with accumulation of water in 
the mouth and a vertigo; also at other times, with 
water-brash. Sometimes early vomiting. 

Appetite increased abnormally, alternating with 
loss of appetite. Increased thirst, especially for 
col^ drinks. 

Many symptoms occur after eating, — eructations 
with burning: nausea after drinking milk, though 
only half satisfied; headache, palpitation, rush of 
blood 1^0 the head and sleepiness. 

Stomach, Aching) both whun fasting and after 
ei^ng, and particularly on coughing. 

Right hypochondriunt. Aching and swollen and 
hard ; worse at night This likewise throughout 
the whole upper abdomen during constipation, with 
headache and vertigo. 

Contractive drawing, aching in the epigastriufh 
and across the upper* abdomen, Compelling to walk 
bent forward, and aggravated by deep inspiration. 

Some sensation in the lower abdomen. Colicky 
{xaihs aboil^ the umbilicus toward the uterus. 
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Tension in the abdomen from distention of that 
part of the body; large and hard abdomen, espe- 
cially in children, is a characteristic of Calcarea 
carbonica. 

Generally the abdomen pains, etc., are brought 
on or aggravated by inspiration. 

In the groins a drawing or jerking pain and 
frequent swellings of the glands, which are tender 
and painful on motion. 

Anus and Rectum. Itching, as from thread or 
pin-worms, and a burning, inflamed eruption around 
the anus. 

Aching and burning, or jerking pain in the 
rectum. 

Constant tenesmus or desire for stool is an 
important symptom (after dysentery, in the chronic 
form, very useful). Constant desire for stool ; 
almost no discharge. 

Stool. First : Hard, thick, scanty, and evacuated . 
with difficulty, or complete constipation. » 

Second: Diarrhoea of various- characters, undi- 
gested, offensive, like spoiled eggs, mixed, soft and^^ 
lumpy. Undigested, whitish; a stool which is first 
hard, then pappy, then soft , Scanty, mixed with 
blood. The stool does not weaken the patient 
The records of diarrhoea by provers are meagre,, 
ydl Calcarea carbonica is one of our most vateable. - 
remedies in chronic diarrhoea* Hsen^ittl»^al 
tumors appear, which pain both duiring motion 
repose^ and especially at stool, ah4 Ueed fi’eely. \ 
Urinary Orgam. Symptoms worse 
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Cutting and burning in the urethra during mictu- 
rition. Frequent desire to urinate ; varying quantity. 

Urine dark and offensive. Blood from tlie 
urethra. Fungoid of trigone vesicale. 

Calcarea increases sexual desire and provokes 
emissions, but unusual weakness follows indulgence 
and ejaculation is tardy. 

Aching of the testicles, with spasmodic retrac- 
tion of the same, occurs ; also, Itching and burning 
of the genitals of both sexes. 

The menses occur too early and are too copious. 
This is often the case in incipient phthisis. Various 
phenomena accompany them : Ophthalmia, head- 
ache, toothache, colic and backache. 

During the interval, a milky Icucorrhoea, with 
burning itching, worse before the menses. The 
least excitement brings on a return of profuse 
menstruation. 

Calcarea, however, is sometimes indicated when 
the menses are scanty. 

Respiratory Organs. Frequent sneezing and 
'dry nasal catarrh, the nose being very sensitive, 
with headache, sometimes accompanied by hoarse- 
ness. 

In the trachea a tickling irritation, as if from 
dust or feather-down ; and cough is provoked by 
*^i$ as well as by eating and playing piano. 

' The tough is dry at night and in the evening, 
#il^ shocks, in the head and sometimes vomiting;^ 
in the moniiftg lit is loose, -the sputa being yejlo# 
an4«tomtob3to bloody; there^is often in the morn- 
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ing a large mucous r41e on expiration in the 
trachea before coughing. 

The chest pains are aching, and general uneasi- 
ness. . If stitching pains are present, they often are 
not affected by respiration. Palpitation often 
accompanies the oppression. The oppression of 
breathing is sometimes distressing, and is relieved 
by throwing the shoulders back. Soreness of the 
chest, especially under the clavicle.s, to deep respi- 
ration, and especially to the touch. The mamma; 
swell ; the nipples are sore when touched ; the milk 
of nursing women fails. 

Various pains in the trunk. 

Painful stiffness in the back, making change of 
posture very difficult. Stitches very severe in 
various parts of the back ; sudden stitches, especi- 
ally between the scapulte. 

The same kind of pains in the extremities. 
I call attention to the cramps in the calves at 
night, to the sluggishness of circulation in the 
hands and feet, causing dead appearance, numb 
tingling, and excessive coldness, 

Sh'n. Itching and various eruptions ; of vesicles, 
papules, like urticaria (sour stomach), eczema, thin 
moist scabs upon the head, with swollen cervical 
glands ; eczema behind the ears. Papules in 
various parts of the body; also wart^ which 
inflame and form ulcers. 

Children and sucklings 'become thick and gross^ 
as if fat, but are pale and unhealthy. 

Considerable day-sleepinoss. . 
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Difficulty in getting asleep at ■ night, and the 
sleep is restless. Starting in sleep, or just when 
going to sleep. Nightmare ; cramp in the calves ; 
much palpitation ‘ and tumult of the blood at night. 

Fever. Mixed. Cold and heat partial. Great 
sensibility to cold at all times. 

Heat attended by thirst 

Sweat copious by day during the slightest 
motion, also at night and early in bed,’ and then 
chiefly on the limbs. (Not as with Rhus and 
Silicea.) 

General Action. Lassitude in the limbs; gen- 
eral sense of weakness after every walk, such as 
one feels after a fever. It even goes so far as to 
amount to attacks of faintness with chill; indis- 
tinct vision and nausea. 


APPLICATIONS. 

In every case where the njatrition is impaired 
with tendency to glandular engorgements. 

Hahnemann says Calcarea does much good in 
epilepsy. Also, he says, it is seldom beneficial to 
repeat Calcarea upon itself. 

It is indicated especially in cases of women 
.whose menses come too early and too cbpiously. 
It acts best after Sulphur or Nitric acid, but 
never well if it has been ’given before them. 

It jaroduces a general, feeling of illness, anrf*^ 
great sensibility to cold air; it has been observed 
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that after washing or working in water the symf)- 
toms re-appear or are much worse. 

It is useful for children who are self-willed and 
inclined to fatten. In itching of the scalp; children 
scratch the head when their sleep is disturbed or 
on waking. In difficult dentition of little children. 

(G.) 

It is indicated by deafness after tlie abuse of 
quinine. 

By a sour taste in tne mouth or of food; sour 
vomiting, especially with children during dentition ; 
also by sour diarrheea. 

By longing for eggs, particularly widi children 
during sickness or convalescence. 

When the pit of the stomach, instead of being 
concave is convex. 

When the feet are constantly cold and damp, 
as if she had on wet stockings. (Calcarea phos- 
phorica is better in uterine trouble. G.) She is 
very sensitive to the least cold air, which goes 
through her. 

In fever, when there are horrid visions on 
closing the eyes ; or headache, diminished by clos- 
ing the eyes. 

Hughes says Calcarea seems to be indicated 
not in primary but in secondary disorders of 
assimilation ; these are scrofula, tubercjulosk and ' 
rachitis. It is useful for rachitis; d^ficuh dentidon; 
imperfect ossification '; delay of the power of walk- 
ing; for scrofula; adenitis; mesenteric disease; 
chronic diarrhcea ;. eruptions, etb. , 
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T his drug is known only to the homoeopathist, 
at least under this name. What is it?* 
Hahnemann directed it to be prepared as 
follows : 

“Take a piece of recently prepared quicklime 
weighing about two pounds, immerse it for a 
minute in a vessel full of distilled water, and then 
lay it in a dry cup, where it soon becomes pulver- 
ized, giving out much heat and a peculiar odor 
called the vapor of lime. Of this fine jiowder 
you take two ounces, place it in a mortar which 
had been previously warmed, . and then mix it 
with a solution of two ounces of the bisulphate 
of potash in two ounces of boiling-hot water, the 
potash before being dissolved having been exposed 
to a red heat, melted, cooled again and then pul- 
verized. 

• “This thickish preparation is inserted into a 
retoft, to the open end of which the receiver — 
which ought to be dipped iii water, to half its^ 
height-*-* is hermetically fastened. The liquid is 
distilled over by gradually approaching a coal fire 
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to the retort, and until the preparation is perfectly 
dry. The liquid in the receiver is about one 
ounce and a half, as clear as water, and containing 
the Causticum in a concentrated form. It smells 
like tlie lye obtained from potash, and has an 
astringent and burning taste on the back part of 
the tongue. Its freezing point is below that of 
water; it promotes the putrefaction of animal sub- 
stances that are placed in it' with the salts of 
baryta it gives out no trace of sulphuric acid, nor any 
trace of lime-earth with the oxalate of ammonium.” 

Dr. Black had several specimens analyzed, and 
believes Causticum to be a weak solution of 
potassic hydrate. Others deny any virtue to it, 
and reject it from the materia medica; but to this 
proposition we oppose the physiological and the 
pathological tests. 

The symptoms ascribed to Causticum are very 
many. Instead of giving a resumd of all, I will 
call your attention to certain groups, of which the' 
value has been abundantly established by clinical 
experience. 

Face. Pains in the malar bones, zygomatic 
arch and maxillae ; drawing pains which extend 
into the cheek and ear, and are most apt to occur, 
on the right side. Burning; the pains produce 

i> 

spasm of the muscles, a sensation of numbnfis^ 
the side of the face as if asleep. 

These symptoms have led to the use of Cans* 
ticum in prosopalgia and in facial paralysis; Itji 
general, hemiplegia of the right side. 
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Wart on the nose. 

Digesiion. Burning and water-brash. Consti- 
pation. 

Urine. Constant ineffectual desire to urinate; 
frequent evacuation of t>nly a few drops, with 
.spasms in the rectum and constipation. Evacuation 
of blood with the urine or instead of it ; with 
great pain ; all the sensations worse at “night 
(Morgan’s case.) • 

Burning in the urethra during micturition. 

Involuntary micturition when coughing, sneezing 
or walking. 

’kocturnal incontinence ; not conscious of it 
(Different from Kreasote and Plantago major.) ' 

Larynx and trachea, aphonia. 

Hoarseness toward evening, with dry tickling 
cough. 

Cough, with a sensation as if the prover could 
not cough low enough to start the mucus, produced 
by tickling, accompanied by rawness. 

Backache, especially in the coccyx. 

Limbs. Twitchings and clonic spasms. 

Rheumatic aching in the shoulder; paralysis 
of the deltoid; cannot raise the hand to the head; 
subject to . pains, worse at night, causing continued 
motion. The same in the hips and knees; con- 
stant teai^ng and piercing pains, compelling constant 
motion, ^ich, however, does not relieve (as under 
Rhus); always coming on at evening, and dimin- 
i^ed-^>:the morning. Useful in rheumatism when 
rite has abated. , 

^piM^sipns. 
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H ahnemann says Nitric acid is especially 
indicated for those disposed to diarrhoea. It 
is most especially effective after Kali carbonicufn. 

Most of the symptoms are relieved after driving 
in a wagon ; but slight movement, especially after 
eating, excites heat, sweat and palpitation. It 
produces great tendency to take cold, and it 
excites pains in the back and all the limbs. 

As regards the skin, the sweat-pores are black, 
and papules are frequent It disposes to ulcers, 
and those already existing bleed readily when 
touched or bound up; and are the seat of sticking 
and burning pains, as if from nettles. Itching of 
the skin is a common symptom, and, after scratch>- 
ing, large blotches appear. Warts itch. 

Ulcers and caries, resulting from the abuse of 
Mercurjf, are relieved by Nitric , acid, especijdly if 
there be erethism. . "v . 

A characteristic symptom is the sensatk^ of gr&M^ 
weakness, septetimes felt early in the mOrninjg, 
lassitude in the joints and lin^ ; soihe&l^ % 
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the afternoon, as weariness, even to trembling, 
throughout the body. As a consequence, day- 
sleepiness, even early, soon after getting up. 

Sleep at night is disturbed ; sometimes by fre- 
quent waking, sometimes by turning and tossing, 
sometimes by frightful dreams, and especially often 
by thirst and necessity to pass water. Abdominal 
uneasiness and nightmare. 

Ftver. Coldness, not only at night but also 
by day; coldness of the skin of tl& entire body, 
the chill chiefly at evening and on getting into 
bed; and mostly in the back. 

Heat. Fugitive, and in frequent flashes by day ; 
sometimes only in the hands or the cheeks, with- 
out thirst Often a continued sensation of heat in 
the body without thirst ; can endure but little 
covering. At night this heat is often intolerable, 
partial or general, without sweat and with thirst 

Fever mixed up. 

Sometimes sweat at night general or partial, 
and 'often only on the parts on which one lies. 

Disposition peevish, ill-humored at every trifle', 
£ven at himself, especially in the morning early. 

Often anxious about his own illness ; constantly 
thinking about past troubles. 

The mind is weakened ; the tho^jights wander, 
•^iccially on. weighty subjects. 

Verfiga. Not only when stooping, and compel- 
ling to lie 4own, but also occurring in the evening 
after lyingf ’down, and when rising at night or 
eai% in the monung. 
a— aa . 

t • 
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Head. Nothing specially characteristic about 
pains, or their locality. It should be noted, how- 
ever, that the pains generally are aggravated by 
succu-.sion, as by riding in a wagon or by stepping 
hard. Hxternally the head is sensitive, as if con- 
tused, cither all over or in certain spots, as, for 
example, on the spots pressed when lying, or by 
pressure of the cap or hat (verified in practice). 

Fate. Tearing and cramp-like pressure in the 
cheeks and m^lar-bone, increased by touch and at 
night. 

Fyes. General. Exterior. Dull and sunken, 
hard to open, a. m. Yellow and sickly hue of the 
surrounding skin. The conjunctiva is reddened, 
with an aching as though sand were in the eyes, 
or as if one had been looking at the sun ; lachry- 
mation, with burning and biting, much increased 
by reading ; stitching pains, which come from the 
head into the eye and car. Nebulosities of the 
cornea have been observed ; and Nitric acid lias 
been found very servicealile in ophthalmia from 
suddenly suppressed syphilitic affections. 

Ears. Glandular swelling behind and below* 
the ear, from which stitching pains extend into the 
ear: stitching pain in the internal ear and in the 
maxillary artii^lation. 

Nose. . Discharge of ofifendve, yellow <id«ci1sv 
and frequent epistaxis. 

Chin. Pimples with a red areola, leaving a 
hard lump after suppuration. Swelling of die 
infra-maxillary glands. 
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Gums, Swollen; teeth yellow. Throbbing and 
sticking toothache, worse at night 

Tongue. Vesicles upon the tongue and sublin- 
gual glands; bum when touched. 

Soreness of the tongue, palate and gums; and 
ulcerated spots on the cheeks. Great dryness of 
the mouth. Offensive, breath, as if putrid. • 

Scraped sensation in the throat. 

Achihg when swallowing food, with sensation 
of swelling deep in the throat Soreness of the 
uvula. Sticking in the tonsils, and deep in the 
swollen throat and in the root of the tongue ; 
worse in the evening. 

Digestion is retarded and modified, as is shown 
by sour eructation and rising of half-digested food. 
Sour and bitter taste. Nausea and vomiting along 
with headache; most symptoms occur after eating 
and at night and are attended by profuse sweat 
Much flatus. Aching in the region of the liver 
and kidney; and at the same time a jaundiced 
hue. Sticking and griping in the abdomen. 

Inguinal glands swollen, but often not painfuL 
• Rectum. Soreness and chafed sensation after 
stool;, a moist soreness at the anus and between 
the nates. Burning and itching. Sticking, pain in 
the iwtum, chiefly when coughing , and at stool. 

Of pressing toward the rectum and 
antis f sto^ not hard, but difficult Hemorrhoids 
pro^de atid nt every stool bleed. 

SiSw^^ ODiarr offensive and with much 

ten.^5mu& Constipation, says Hahnemanp, rarer/ 
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Tenesmus of the bladder. Urine offensive, 
scanty, sometimes acid, sometimes alkaline. Color 
dark brown ; soon becomes turbid ; white or clear 
red deposit, sometimes granular. Burning and 
soreness after urinating. 

The sexual instinct is increased. Male urethra 
painful to pressure; orifice swollen and red; dis- 
charge of bloody or thick yellow mucus. 

Much itching of the prepuce and glands. 
Swelling and drawing in the testes. Vesicles and 
ulcer on the inner surface of the prepuce and on 
the gland^ as before described ; also the warts. 

Menses too soon, with backache and great 
weakness, with bearing-down pains. 

Leucorrhoca of a stringy mucus of a cherry- 
brown' color and offensive. Ulcers in the vagina. 

Sneezing, dry nasal catarrh, or alternately ; 
hoarseness, headache and cough. Throat has 
catarrhal inflammation. Roughness, etc. 

Cough, with headache. Aching in the loins, 
and soreness in the thorax; sputa dark, bloody. 
Soreness and constriction of the chest 

The back and loins ache with the least cold. 
Stiffness of the nape. 

Aching and sticking in the extremities. 

Itching, burning eruption between the fingers. 

Cramp in tiie calves and soles of the 
night and toward morning oh stret^ng on! ihie 
feet; painful to the touch. - ^ 
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CARBO LIGNI. VEGETABLE CHARCOAL. 

C harcoal possesses the power of absorbings 
gases in large quantities in vastly greater 
proportions than the relation of its bulk. It con- 
denses the gases within its pores. It does not act 
equally upon all gases in this way; absorbs but 
little hydrogen ; more oxygen ; large quantities of 
sulphuretted hydrogen, and still more of ammonia. 
It is used as a disinfectant and to purify water; 
to remove the foul smells from ulcers, etc. It is 
infenor as a disinfectant to volatile substances, 
because it can act only on the air which comes in 
contact with it Not so good in poultice on sores 
as in bags, dry' and granulated. 

It is used in the old practice to relieve heart- 
bum, flatulence, etc. In dose, six to ten grains. 

Hahnemann says : “ The disinfectant action of 
Carbo vegetabilis is purely chemical. The mouth 
'rinsed w^ith charcoal and made sweet soon becomes 
finil ‘ again. So do the ulcers and the excretions 
iteated with charcoal. It is not,” he continues, 
until cWcoal has been reduced to a state of 
mihote aubdtviston by trituradon, according to the 
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rules of homoeopathic pharmacy, that it produces 
specific effects upon the organism.” The proving 
which Hahnemann presents us was made with the 
third centesimal trituration. 

These symptoms may be summarized as fol- 
lows : 

Head. Sensorium. Indifference is the charac- 
teristic symptom. The irritability noticed seems to 
be a protest against disturbance of the quiet which 
the patient desires ; and the sensibility and peevish- , 
ness of disposition to be another phase of the 
same protest. 

Memory is feeble, the course of ideas slow, with 
tendency to fixed ideas. 

Vertigo ij a marked symptom. It occurs in 
the bed, when sitting up after sleep ; and is espe- 
cially induced by quick movements of the head, 
stooping, walking, sitting, etc. 

Headache is a marked symptom of Carbo vege- 
tabilis. The general character is heaviness, press- 
ure, dull ache. Thus provers complain that the 
head is “as heavy as lead;” that there is a weight 
in the occiput; or a pressure across the forehead 
weighing down tlic eyelids, etc. Even the weight 
of the hat seems to aggravate this symptom. A 
feeling of tension, as if the integuments of the 
head were too tight; as if a strap were ^ drawn' 
tightly across the forehead. Sometimes after a 
meal and at evening, the pain is a throbbing> with 
heat in the head and fullness. But genanBy the 
headache, like the vertigo, is attended with weak- 
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Qess and tendency to faintness. Sometimes the 
pains, if acute, extend to the .upper maxilla. 

The hair falla out. 

Eyes. In the eyes we notice, first, itching, and 
biting, especially in the canthi, with lachrymation 
and soreness in them. The prominent sensation is 
pressure and aching in the globe of the eye. As 
regards vision, black spots and (lames and rings 
and shortness of vision have been observed. 

Ears. Tearing and aching from within out- 
ward. External ear swollen and hot. Parotids 
swollen. Ringing in the car accompanies the ver- 
tigo. Also, there is roaring and singing. Deafness. 

Nose. Epistaxis copious and frequent ; black 
blood, generally at night. Paleness before and 
after it. 

Face. Complexion pale or yellowish. Drawing 
and aching pains in the facial nerve. 

Mouth. The teeth feel long, and arc sore. 
Tearing ache. The gums are swollen and bleed, 
and recede from the teeth. Vesicles appear on the 
gums, and they bleed on suction by the tongue. 

Tongue. Whitish or yellow coat Dry mouth. 
Burning and biting sensation in the fauces, and 
scraped feeling in the throat Aching in the throat 
and oesophagus as if from a swelling, which hin- 
* ders deglutition, as if the throat were constricted. 

jpigesiion. The taste in the mouth is saltish, 
fl6iiietiiiie)» iMtter. 

Apipe^te vanishes. 

Frequent hnd abundant eructations, with great 
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accumulations of flatus in the stomach. Nausea 
after eating, yet no vomiting. Most of the 
digestive symptoms are aggravated after eating. 
For example, hiccough, irresistible sleepiness, with 
lassitude and heaviness of the legs ; but especially 
the feeling of fullness and great distention of the 
abdomen. 

As regards sensations, 
with a creeping sensation 
characteristic. 

Also, spasmodic pain in the stomach, compel- 
ling to crouch -forward, and impeding respiration. 
One of our best remedies in gastralgia, especially 
when there is much flatus and a burning ache. 
Similar achings and burnings in the abdomen. 

In the region of the liver, stitching pain’; also 
in the epigastrium, and thence to both sides, 
increased by deep inspiration. 

Excessive flatulent distention, with rumbling. 
Flatus not always offensive. Sometimes very much 
so, and evacuation gives relief. 

In the rectum and anus, burning, both inde- 
pendently of, and during, the evacuation of flatus 
and stool. Itching and burning, stitches and cut- 
ting pain at stool. 

Stool. Ineffectual urging to stool. Stool scanty 
and difficult, even when not hard. Stool solul and - 
enveloped in mucus. Before stool much pressurtt 
with, at same time, pressure on, the ■ bladcter and' 
in the back (frequent in women); at last witi\ pains 
like labor-pains, and great straining; a soft atoed. 


burning in the stomach, 
up'^to the throat, is very 
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Exudation of moisture fi^om the anus ; and sore- 
ness of the perinaeum, with itching. (Hence used 
in haemorrhoids with epistaxis.) 

Urine increased; dark and red, as if mixed 
with blood. Pressure on the bladder. Tearing in 
the urethra, and the last drops arc of mucus. 

Sexual instinct suppressed. 

Female Sexual Organs. Burning and smat^ing 
and soreness, with abundant leucorrhoea, most 
abundant in the early morning. Menses are too 
frequent, preceded by spasmodic colic, and attended 
by violent headache and colic. 

Respiratory Organs. Catarrhal symptoms. Fre- 
quent snee2ing and dry nasal catarrh ; nares 
obstructed. Sneezing, caused by tickling and 
creeping in the nose, with lachrymation and biting 
. pain in and above the nose. Sometimes an inef- 
fectual desire to sneeze, which is very troublesome. 

Hoarseness, especially toward evening. Cannot 
speak a loud word, or the voice becomes deep and 
rough,’ or fails. Compare Causticum, Phosphorus, 
Rumex, Lachesis. 

A tight feeling in the chest, and constant desire 
to cough, from a scraped feeling and a tickling in 
dte. throat and trachea. 

In cases of obstinate hoarseness, worse in the 
‘ -in tracheitis, and asthnuitic affections 

; dep<^defitv ; on hydrothorax; it is very usefril. 



is 'iw^y hani and dry, nnd hoa^e 
, is. inoat to ocotr after n 
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full meal, and ends in vomiting (indication in 
whooping cough). It often produces pain in the 
chest and stitche.s through the head (and the pain 
in the chest after the cough is a burning as from 
a coal of fire). Sometimes there are tough and 
greenish sputa. 

Chest. Aching and tearing pain and' the burn- 
ing after coughing. ‘Constriction and short breath, 
increased at evening in bed. The breath is short, 
and the chest tired on waking. Cases of suspected 
slow tuberculosis. 

Back and Loins. Aching and tearing, extend- 
ing to the hips. Pain in the scapular region. 
Rheumatic drawing and aching from the loins to 
the coccyx. Burning externally about the hips and 
the scapulae, and aching along the spine. 

In the extremities, aching and burning pains, . 
but especially lassitude, heaviness and even numb- 
ness; generally dimini.shcd by repose, but. often in 
the legs a restlessness, so that one knows not 
where to place the limbs. 

As regards the skin, fugitive itching when warm 
in bed. Nettle-rash, painless papules and fine itch- 
ing eruptions on the hands and the calves. Ulcers 
are offensive; old ones break out afresh. They 
burn and easily bleed. 

As regards sleep. Great sleepiness by. day,.- 
with yawning and stretching, both in the 
and afternoon. Early sleepiness in the 
but cannot go to sleep early gomg fd 
Anaiety, restlessness ; congestioit ctf #te head 

' > '“ft' ' • 
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in the night prevents sleep. (Arsenic after nwd- 
night) 

Fever. Coldness and chilliness at night, followed 
by hert. Great dispo<dtion to sweat, which occurs 
early in the mojning, and is often sour. 

Dr. Guernsey gives the following indications 
for intermittent: Chill, with a marked degree of 
thirst. No thirst, or but slight during the fever, 
but the patient wishes to be fanned constantly, as 
if to compensate for the lack of thirst 

Before the ’ chill, oftc-n throbbing headache. 
During the chill, often much languor and apparent 
losing of strength. 

General Characternius are depression, not pre- 
ceded by erethism or excitement 

[Carbo vcgctabilis (wood charcoa]) was not used tn medicine 
until the discoveiy of its poux,r to absorb ga«<es and hold them 
confined in its pores, to an extent several hunched limes exceeding 
Its own volume, suggested its use, both inleinally and cxteinally, in 
cases of decomposition, vihcihcr of food within the intistine, or of 
tissues and excretions of ul( crating surfaces on the intestine oi the 
integument, evolving ofllensive gases Vi such cas^s clnrcoal was 
given in large doses, or applied to the ulcerating surfaces We owe 
Our knowledge of its specific, pathogenetic and therapeutic pioperties 
to Habnematm and his pupils, who proved it] 
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T he symptoms of Carbo animalis are, however, 
in the main identical with those of Carbo 
vegetabilis. 

In those of the eye long-sightedness is noted 
instead of myopia. 

In the face, a copper-colored, dry eruption, and 
papules. 

Swelling of the g^lands in tlie neck, axillae, 
inguina, and mammai, which are painful. 

Teeth very loose ; cannot chew the softest fpod. 
Vesicles in the mouth, forming ulcers. • 

The carbons require trituration to develop their 
power. 


[Authorities in materia medica have been accustomed to regard 
substance.5 which are nearly or quite identical in chemical composition 
as so likely to be substantially identical in pathogenetic or thera- 
peutic action that they might be used interchangeably, or one 
substituted for another as convenience or cheapness qiight dictate. 
This notion is somewhat like that which ascribes similar or identical 
prop^nit's to plants of the same natural families. There is a certain 
basis of truth at the i'oundation of the dogma, but the exceptions are 
so numerous and so trencliant that we dare not in any single case 
act upon it in practice. When we come to a minute. analysis of 
pathogenetic action, we find that even substances so nearly it^tl^l 
as the two carbons, the vegetable and the animaU present 
difif^irences, and may not be used with indUfierence the oiie Ibf 
other. Instances illustrating this feet are fe\md in the Rantinct^ia^ 
and other families among plants, and notably in tiie carbonaciik^ 
group of remedies, which includes Sepia. lilur^^Grapldteii, Gsdlm* 
veg. and Carbo an. It will be an interesting, exmise fbr the studedt 
to trace the resemblances and the dififereneqa.] • . 
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O PHTHALMIA ; angina ; erysipelas ; diarrhoea; 

dysentery; cholera infantum ; urticaria; htem- 
aturia; dropsy; intermittent fever; hydrocephalus; 
each accompanied by the characteristic absence of 
thirst and by drowsiness. 

Disposition. Depressed. 

Sensor ium. Cannot collect nor direct his* 
thoughts. Confusion of the head, especially just 
about the eyes. 

Head. Feeling as if too full ; it appears too 
large. Heaviness, aching-pressing, especially on 
rising from a sitting or lying posture ; worse in a 
warm room, better by pressure with the hand. 
Pains in the head, extending to the eyes ; extend- 
ing over the eyes ; around the eyes. During the 
headache, photophobia. 

Eyes. Itching, burning, stinging in the eyes ; 
lachrymation, redness; shooting, stinging pains and 
bunting, ' Photophobia; lids swollen and aggluti- 
nated, and the seat of itdiing, stinging, burning 
pains. 

Watery erysipelatous swelling around the eye. 
Setrs, Stinging and burning ; sensitive to noise. 
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Nose. Sneezing. Swelling and stinging of the 
nose; dryness and swelling. 

Face. Face pale ; also livid ; feeling of fullness ; 
tension and swelling. 

Lips. Swelling and soreness and stinging; the 
swelling extends to the face, etc. 

Mouth. Tongue as if scalded, especially on 
the edges. Vesicles along the edges, especially the 
left, with burning, rawness and stitches. -Tongue 
dry, fiery red, burning, sticking and swelling. 
Tongue coated, with diarrhoea. Mouth, fauces and 
throat dry. The surface is sensitive, as if scalded. 
The saliva is tenacious and frothy. 

Throat. Pressure in the roof of the pharynx, 
^as from a hard body. 

Sticking, itching and contraction in the throat, 
hindering deglutition. As if raw in the throat, 
with tenacious saliva when hawking. Burning, 
smarting, sticking in the throat, especially when 
swallowing. Tonsils red, swollen, painful, smarting. 

Stomach. ■ Loss of appetite. Absence of thirst, 
with dropsy. During the beat the throat is dry. 
Eructations, witli water-brash and taste of food, 
worse after drinking water. Disgust, nausea with 
vertigo, fainting, prostration even to vomiting, with 
headache, swelling of the head, pmn in the stomach 
and diarrhoea. Pressure in the ^mach, priclj^sgs 
as widii needles, and extreme v sens^ttveneiss* 
pressure. 

Abdomen^ Throbbing, bormg oyer ^ left 
os-Ueum, lessened by eructatio^ 
of n^sea in the airmen, intenial. s^se of 
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ness; external tenderness to pressure (cannot bear 
clothes). Abdomen full, sensitive to pressure ; tlie 
feet swell ; the urine is scanty. 

Stool. Sensation as if diarrhoea were coming; 
urgency, pres.sure, tenesmus. Every morning, soft 
stool, light yellow. Diarrhoea yellow, watery, slimy, 
without pain, especially in the morning. Offensive 
diarrhoea, tenesmus, blood, also mucus. Heat and 
throbbing in the rectum, and feeling as if the 
rectum were full and stopped. Thin, yellow stools, 
with the greatest prostration and weakness ; the 
stool comes with every motion of the body, as 
though the anus stood open. 

(Verified in the case of Dr. B. Dysentery. 
1870.) ♦ 

Electric shocks in the rectum before disposition 
to stool. Rawness in the anus, with diarrhoea. 
Insupportable itching, with swelling, shooting, 
boring pains in haemorrhoids ; a bloody oozing, 
with swelling of the anus. 

Urine. Little or none. Frequent desire ; scanty 
and high colored. Burning in the urethra (when 
the urine is scanty). 

Genitals. Pain in the ovarian region, as if 
dislocated ; tender to pressure ; cuttings in the left 
side, then in the right; drawings, shootings and 
bearing down. Bearing down in the uterine 
regidn, as if the menses would appear. Swelling 
of the labia. The menses are interrupted for a 
day, then le^-appear again amd again. 

< * Hoarseness. Larynx sensitive to 

pressure; throat rough and dry. Tickling in die 
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throat-pit, producing <,vening cough ; cough before 
midniglit ; after lying down and sleeping ; better 
by expectoration. Re^piration slow, difiic'ult ; the 
throat conitricted. Worse by motion, going up- 
stair*;, and walking ; soreness under the ribs, wit!i 
heat, hi'adache and drowsiness ; cannot bear a hot 

room ; chest full ; mu-st sit up. Pain in the left 

« 

side near the sternum. Shootings in the left side. 
Pain ill tlic region of the heart, shooting and 
i npccling respiration. Pulse full and strong, or 
'laM aiJ rapid. 

Tninli and lixUrnally. Stiffness of the loins. 
I)ra\v-ing pain ; ii the shoulders, beginning in the 
.'hc.uldcr and extending to the finger-ends. Numb- 
nevs, es])ectelly rif the left arm. Durning, .shooting 
.aid stinging in the hands. Redness, het-t, swell- 
ing. Itching, burning and chapping. Drawing 
pain through the leg from the hip to the toes. 
Aching and swelling of the knee. The feet swell, 
a.'c heavy, stiff, painful, swollen ; and itch as if 
they had been swollen. They are sensitive jto the 
least pressure. 

Disposition. Irritable and restless; weak and 
trembling. Weakness in paroxysms, with vertigo. 
Fainting, with pallor, coldness and diarrhoea. 

Sleep. Yawning, and great . desire for sleep. 
Sleep restless, full of dreams* Dreams of cares 
and trouble. Long sleep in the morning, *' 

Fever, Shaking chill, with urticaria after heat 
Slight shiverings on the least movement while sit- 
ting in the evening; with headadi^ heat of! the 
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face and* hands. Shivering increased by warmth ; 
followed by heat and cough. 

Dr. G. gives indications for Apis in intermit- 
tent: Chill at four p. m., increased by warmth; 
renewed chilliness from slight movement ; heat of the 
face and hands. No sweat. Falls into a deep sleep. 

Skin. Heat and redness in the evening and 
at night, with excitement, headache and diarrhoea, 
swellings and cough. . 

Itching, like prickling of needle.;, as from insects, 
recurring on «very motion. Burning, itching, sting- 
ing. Bright red swelling, with red streaks, along 
the limbs. Skin swollen, pale or red, puffed. Flat 
swellings, with stinging, red or pale. 

Nettle-rash. CEdema Dropsical swelling. 

General. Warmth aggravates ; cold relieves. 
Burning and stinging. Sensibility to external 
touch and pressure. Drowsiness. Thirstlessness. 


APPLICATIONS^*’ 

See an^e. 

Diphtheria, patches gray; great debility; puffy 
eyelids,,, and swollen feet ; drowsiness. 

Hydrocepl^dus. M.eningitis tuberculosis of chil- 
dren. Child lies in a_ torpor ; delirium ; sudden 
shdtt, pierdng cries; squinting; grinding teeth; 
boring the head In the pillow ; one half of the 
body twitching, the other paralyzed ; head wet from 
siweadng; scanty urine.” 

IW*3 



PHOSPHORUS. 

SPECIAL ANALYSIS. 

D isposition, Phosphorus presents interest- 

ing alternations of the psychical condition, as 
the following series of sympt6ms show: 

I. Sadness, depression with forebodings of 
calamity ; melancholy, relieved only by vehement 
weeping, 2, Great anxiety, uneasiness and dis- 
tress, fcarfidness and restlessness, paroxysms of 
anxic'ty, which feeling seems to arise from the 
left chest and to be attended by palpitation. 3. 
Great excitability, even when thinking of ill-fortune 
long past, a disagreeable sensation is felt in the 
pra:cordia; all the senses are too keen, especially 
hearing and sihell; irritability, anger upon slight 
provocation. 4. Spasmodic laughter and weeping 
contrary to one’s will ; hilarity, very sensitive imag- 
ination. Indifference to ordinary feelings of shame- 
or affection. Of these phenomena the proving 
gives no clue to the order, but we may infer from' 
Hahnemann’s observations in the preface that sad- 
ness (recurring regularly at twilight), anxiety and 
irritability are the characteristic modificaticHis of 
disposition induced by Phosphorus* 



PHOSPHORUS. 


339 


SMsorium. Weakness of memory, indisposition 
{moderate) to exertion; difficulty in collecting and 
concentrating thoughts; weak feeling in the head, 
aggravated by thinking and by loud noise, music 
or hard stepping; these things produce throbbing 
in the head, a feeling of confusion, dullness and 
distraction, but especially of weakness in the head. 
These symptoms are interesting in connection with 
the known waste of Phosphorus consequent on 
cerebral exertion, and the stimulating effects of 
Phosphorus iii cases of exhaustion of the cerebro- 
spinal system (as in the administration of Phos- 
phoric acid after debauch, etc). 

Vertigo. Vertigo so great as to induce falling, 
occurring under every variety of conditions ; also 
vertigo when lying down, compelling to assume 
an upright posture. 

Head. GenqAl confusion, as from too long 
watching, with difficulty in collcctfng one’s ideas ; 
heaviness, sense of exhaustion and bewilderment 
in the brain; aversion to mental exertion. Con- 
fusion and heaviness, more in lihe vertex and 
sinciput, along with vertigo and disposition to fall 
forward. These symptoms are generally better in 
thc^.'^cool air and when the head is uncovered. 

pains in the head are of great variety, 
equally all parts of the head. It may 
be remarki»l that they are to ’a great extent super- 
ficial, seeming to affisot the surface of the brain, or 
the bones^ :0r die - scalp. They extend from the 
huo the eyes, e^iedudly the right eye,' 
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and from the vertex and temples down upon the 
zygoma, in the form of violent tearing. Tl^e is 
great external sensibility of the head. Great 
orgasm of blood affecting the head. Shocks and 
single stitches in the head. The pains are as fol- 
lows: Tearing, affecting the frontal and temporal 
regions, esi)ecially on the right side, and involving 
the eye and zygoma. 

Sticking, affecting all parts of the head. 

Shocks in the occiput and parietal region. 

Drawing pain generally, with exaltation of the 
sensorium, followed by depression. 

Pressing pain, chiefly }n the frontal and tem- 
poral region, as if from fullness, and yet a feeling* 
as if it were not actual, congestion ; the pressure 
extends from the forehead into the eyes ahd to 
the root of the nose. 

Throbbing in the sides of th# head and in the 
root of the nose, extending also to the eyes and 
nose, recurring periodically. This throbbing is 
induced and increased .by laughing, motion, etc., as 
if it arose from* weakness. Burning. 

Weakness. Decided sensation of weakness, so 
that the noise of . a piano is intolerable, and the 
least motion, or beginning to walk, or 
etc., is very distressing. , ' 

Conditions. The headache generally occurs 
thie evening; sometimes cm !ii|iidng in the impni*! 
ing. It is aggravated by waltnth and exckemen^. 
and relieved by repose, cold and the open a«> ,» 

General. Fullness of ikt head, tiie.«ars > ' 
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with singing in them; orgasm of the blood, heat 
and buzzing in the head. 

The scafp is tender and itches. The hair falls 
out, pain when the hair is pulled. 

The head symptoms display the characteristics 
of the action of .Phosphorus upon the organism. 
Exaltation, intermingled with and, followed by 
depression, not merely of the vegetative «ystem, 
but also and especially of the nervous energy, until 
finally we have in the tumultuous orgasms the 
quasi-congestions and yet the apparent anaemia of 
the cerebral mass, a complete picture of the effect 
of pan pa^su exhaustion ; of both organic amd 
Nervous exhaustion ; such, for example, as follows 
too free exercise of the intellectual and sexual 
functions, or of both combined. 

Eyes. The eye symptoms corroborate, to a 
certain extent, the above view of the head symp- 
toms. The eyes are dull, glassy, and as if full of 
sleep ; the vision is impaired , it is as if a veil 
were before the eyes; the axis bf vision trembles; 
black spots waver and glide before the eyes. There 
are sparks before the eyes in the dark, and along 
with these symptoms there is roaring in the head. 
Moreover, there are attacks of sudden blindness. 
The eyelids often tremble and quiver, and the eyes 
*flfl with tesua and are painful when used in read- 
ing. As regm'ds the organic affections, there is 
sub-acute conjunctivitis, with lachrymadon, agglud- 
ftalhm, swdling and suppuratioA of the lids and 
me&pudlKi gltmds, wtdi itching and burning pmns. 
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The symptoms of obscure vision, better in die 
twilight and on shading the eye with the hand, 
ppint • to cataract, in which Phosphorus has been 
found uiicful. It must also be good in day-blindr 
ness, nyctalopia. 

Ears. The throbbing, roaring and buzzing in 
the ears, • the loud resonance of all sounds, result 
probably from the condition of the brain to which 
we have referred. In addition, there is evidence' 
of an affection of the tissues of the. external and 
middle ears, as follows: Sticking, pressing and 
tearing in the external ear and in the neighboring 
parts of the head. Earache. Pressure. Feeling 
as if the meatus were stopped. ' Discharge of yel'^ 
low fluid from the ear. Deafness, as if the ear 
were stopped. 

Nose. Itching, tickling and soreness of the 
nose. When rubbed, it bleeds readily. Here we 
first note a characteristic peculiarity of Phosphorus; 
ha;morrhages are easily produced from mucous 
surfaces, from wounds or from ulcers, and frequently 
occur .spontaneously. This probably suggested its 
use in fungus h<ematodes. It suggests its appro- 
{Mriateness, other symptoms corresponding, as we 
shall see diey do, in cases of typhus ; a diseased 
in which haemorrhages so readily occur or are pro- 
voked. The discharge from the nose is^ often' 
streaked with blood; the nose h obstruct^ by 
clots. 

The sense of smdl is often exnlted in acat^es&« 

Face. The /ace is pale, jEunken* ^ow ^ 
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eyes are hollow, encircled by blue rings, — a con- 
dition corresponding to the exhaustion represented 
by the head, and other syntptoms. Again, the 
orgasm of circulation is manifested in flashes of 
heat and redness. A definite form of prosopalgia 
is described as follows: Severe tearing about the 
lower margin of the orbit on the right side, extend- 
ing under the right ear,* and involving the bones 
of the face and the temple, as if everything were 
torn out and away, increasing until eight r. m. 
Pressure in the facial and parietal bones, and in the 
teeth on eating warm food, and worse in a warm 
room. Tearing in the maxillary bones in the 
^evening, when lying down, relieved by moving the 
jaw. Violent stitch from the nifddle of the left 
lower maxilla, coming out deep through the cheeks 
and eye, extending to the forehead. Pressure, 
drawing and tearing in the lower maxilla toward 
the chin. The tendency of Phosphorus to affect 
the maxillary region, as well as its action on the 
lungs, is shown in the affections to which those 
who work in match factories, and are exposed to 
the vapors of Phosphorus, are subject. Necrosis of 
the maxillae, beginning with toothache, passing 
through the stages of swelling and inflammation of 
die superficial tissues, and of sinuses and carie.s and 
* ending' In death by pulmonary tuberculosis. (Lom- 
isei< hi “fE^eichej; Medikalische Jahrbiicher,” 1845, 
Marjdi.) ■ 

T^h, The gums are sensitive and disposed 
^ .They swell £uid bleed easily on die 
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lightest touch. The teeth seem kx^se and decietjr 
readily. The toothache is jerking, tearing, dartihg, 
boring, generally occurring or worse in the ^vett- 
ing or at night, after washing. 

Lips, The lips itch and burn ; are sensitive 
to touch ; vesicles form on die inner edge of 
them. The lips and palate, are dry, without thirst. 

Tongue. Similar sensations upon the tongue, 
which is covered with a dirty white fur, has burn- 
ing vesicles near its tip, and ulcers anteriorly on 
the surface, which bleed readily when touched. 

Mouth. Insufferable itching, tickling and sore- 
ness, as if denuded of skin, in the roof of the 
mouth. , 

General dryness of the mbuth, generally with- 
out, sometimes with, thirst Much saliva of an 
offensive taste ; bitter, sour, offensive. 

Throat and Fauces. The throat affection is 
definite. The cervical muscles are painful on touch 
and motion. Stitches in the left side of the throat; 
also toward the ear and thence to the vertex. 
The fauees and tonsils are the seat of acute inflam- 
mation, which, however, is not confined to these 
organs, but extends into the larynx, and especiafly 
into the trachea extending at least as far as. 
supra-stemal fossa, and in most cases much ftudliitsr. 
It is characterized, therefore, not merely by ,«ore- 
ness and difficulty in swallowihj^i and by a sense 
of constriction in the faucea but also by rawness, 
and roughne^ in th^ whole When 

not swallowing; by dry, hacking 
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provoked not only by speech and motion of the 
respiratory organs, but also when the larynx and 
trachea are moved and impinged upon in the act 
of deglutition. The inflammation of the tonsils is 
probably confined to the mucous membrane, and is 
,not parenchymatous. The rough, raw, scraped 
sensation in the throat is a very marked symptom 
of Phosphorus, and occurs almost always in con- 
junction with similar sensations in the trachea and 
chest The pharynx is dry, deglutition is (Jifificult 
Nux vomica, Hepar, Rumex crispus, Causticum, 



COCCULUS INDICUS. . 

M ENISPERMUM cocculus, Cocculus indicus, 
Cocculus suberosus, Anamirta cocculus.” 
The seeds or berries are the parts used in medi- 
cine. 

This substance was employed by the ancients 
as a poison for fish, stupefying them, and render- 
ing it easy to catch them. It is stated that the^ 
half-ripe, bruised berries, being formed into little 
pellets and thrown into the water, are eagerly 
devoured by the fish, which thereupon are soon 
seized with dizziness, and, after whirling around, 
remain motionless, and float on the surface of thfe 
water. It is stated that if the fish have eaten any 
considerable quantity of the Cocculus before suc- 
cumbing to its influence, their flesh becomes 
poisonous. 

The active poisonous principle of Cocculus is 
stated to be picrotoxin. Recent toxicological expi^r- 
iments have been made with this . substance. It is 
probable, however, that this doegi ^nof comprilse Ae 
entire active principle of the Coccplus, any more 
than strychnia does that of Nux vomica or quinia 
of Cinchona. , » • i 
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, In consequence of its use as a means of stupe- 
fying fish, and also as the basis of an infusion for 
the destruction of pediculi and other vermin, cases 
of poisoning with it have bt'en recorded from time 
to time. It has been, and still is, extensively used 
in Great Britain for the purpose of .adulterating 
malt liquors, it being supposed greatly to increase 
their intoxicating properties, and also to prevent 
the secondary fermentation. 

Cocculus was first introduced into the materia 
medica, and used as a remedy in the treatment of 
diseases, by Hahnemann. 

He published, in 1805, in the “ Fragmcnta de 
Viribus Medicamentorum Positivis,” — the germ of 
the “Materia Mcdica Pura,” — 156 symptoms of 
Cocculus, together with a few observations from 
other authors. 

He had already, in an “Essay on a new Prin- 
ciple for ascertaining the Curative Powers of 
Drugs,” published in Hufeland’s “ Journal of Prac- 
tical Medicine,” in 1796, stated, on the authority 
of Amatus Lusitanus, some symptoms produced by 
Cocculus in the healthy subject, and had used this 
language: “Our successors will find in Cocculus 
a very powerful medicine when the morbid phe- 
nomena it produces shall be more accurately 
known.” . 

In Hufeland’s Journal,” in 1798, Hahnemann 
published a case of poisoning, occurring in a^ 
heaidty man, frcmi a smgle gram of the Cocculus 
see^ To this we shall recur at a later period, 
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only stating here that Hahnemann relieved the 
man with Camphor. 

In volume one, of the Materia Medica Pura,” 
Hahnemann published a proving of Cocculus in i8ii. 
Some additional symptoms were contributed by 
Hartlaub and Trinks, in their “Pure Materia 
Medica,” and Hahnemann incorporated these (with 
three exceptions) into his own proving in the 
second edition of the first volume of his “ Materia 
Medica Pura,” published in 1830. This last publi- 
cation we shall make the basis of our study. 

In the introduction, Hahnemann says that “ Coc- 
culus will be found curative where the symptoms 
correspond, in certain forms of sneaking, itisidious, 
nervous fevers ; in so-called abdominal cramps ; 
and so-called spasmodic pains of other parts of the 
body, etc., etc. ; in npt a few cases of paralysis 
of the extremities, and in mental affections.” From 
the publication of this proving to the present day, 
the records of the Homoeopathic Clinique have 
furnished, from time to time, cases in abundance 
corroborating these statements; and yet, in 1848 
(Canstatt’s “ Jahresbericht,” p. 137), Tschudi an- 
nounces the discovery that Cocculus “acts chiefly 
on those parts of the nervous system which control 
muscular actbn,” and has the impudence to claim 
as original the suggestion to use picFOtoxin,>.“in 
paralysis of the extremities and pf die ^p^pctefs;” 
and Red, acting on this sugget^^i employed a 
tincture of the seeds of Cocculttv ldith euccess, ^ 
chorea^ in hemiple^a from cold and in 
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of the bladder from the same cause. (“Materia 
Medica der reinen Rflanzenstoffe,” p. 220.) 

Turning now to Hahnemann’s proving of Coc- 
culus, in volume one of the second edition of the 
“ Materia Medica Pura,” we proceed to make, in 
conformity with a schema for the study of the 
materia medica published in the “American Homoeo- 
pathic RevieVf," vol. 3, the following 


SPECIAL ANALYSIS. 

Head. Sensorium. Vertigb. Cocculus pro- 
duces a well-marked vertigo, described as like 
drunkenness. It odcurs when sitting up in bed, is 
a whirling vertigo, is always accompanied by nau- 
sea, which, together with the vertigo, compels a 
' resumption of the recumbent position ; accompanied 
by a peculiar dullness in the forehead, as if there 
were a board in front of the head. 

In the condition of circumstance this vertigo 
resembles .that of Bryonia (it occurs when sitting 
up in bed, and compels a recumbent posture). 

Intetlijence^ Dullness ; distraction ; difficulty in 
understanding what is heard or read, and in appre- 
ciating the lapse of time; the prover sits as if 
sunk m thmight, not regarding what bccurs about 

'him., ,. V;' ^ 

\%akened. As a general thing the 
sydipt^4 tite i^nsoiium ahe aggravated by any 
of any 
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Headache, Location ; chiefly in the foreheaCd 
and temples; somewhat in the vertex. Pains pass 
from over the right eye into the head ; also, press- 
ing pains extend downward in the whole head ; 
from the temples inward. 

Sensation. The chief and controlling sensa- 
tions are dullness, pressure, compression, constric- 
tion ; a headache is also described .as compounded 
of the above sensations, together with digging and 
boring. There are also stitches . in the temples, 
and in the right frontal region. Hahnemann gives 
a special prominence jto the following symptom : 
“ Headache, as if the eyes would be torn out.” 

Conditions. These sensations, both the dullness 
and the pains, and particularly the pressing pain 
in the head and forehead, occur in the forenoon ; 
are very much aggravated by reading and think- 
ing, and particularly by eating and drinking; also 
by walking. 

The muscles of parts of the head are affected 
in a manner which we shall see to be character- 
istic' of Cocculus. There is cramp-like jfain in the 
left temporal muscle; pain as if the eyes were 
forcibly closed ; convulsive trembling of the head. 

Eyes. Lids. Pressing pain, with inability to 
' open the eyes at night Dryness. 

Globe. Stitches from within ojutward; filing 
as if the eyes were torn out ' 

Specikl sense. The' pupils are dbhtracted. Mw- 
cse volitantes; a black figure seems to float before 
the eye^ moving as die eye moves, yet vddfout 
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impairing vision. Hahnemann emphasizes the symp> 
tom “obscured vision." 

In the symptoms of the head we perceive no 
evidence of organic change. The symptoins are 
such as accompany gastric disturbances and the 
dyscratic conditions on which continued fever is 
supposed to depend. , .No organic changes seem to 
be produced ip the eye; but the symptoms of 
the special sense point tO commencing amaurosis, a 
paralytic condition of the optic nerve, similar, per- 
haps, to that produced by Cocculus in the muscular 
nerves. 

Ears. Attacks of deafness, and of noise in the 
ears like the rushing of water, attended by deaf- 
ness. 

These symptoms have the same significance as 
those of the head. 

Nose. Increased sensibility to odors. 

Face. The pains are confined to the region of 
the malar bone and the masseter muscles, where 
they -are pressive and benumbing and cramp-like, 
increased by opening the jaw. Redness of the 
bheeks and heat in the face, without thirst Swell- 
ing of ;the sub-maxillary glands. The features are 
sometimes distorted. 

Teeth. The teeth are long and loose. 

Memth, Dimness without thirst. The saliva is 
frddiy. 

T^te. . Copp^fyi: metallic, sour after eating and 

the base of the tpngue, 
Yellow, co^ tongue, iTJie 
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tongue seems paralyzed, so that speech is difficult; 
pain at the base of the tongue when stretching 
the tongue out 

Throat. Externally. Stiffness of the cervical 
muscles. Paralytfc drawing of the sides of the 
throat The muscles seem weak and the head 
heavy ; he must support the head ; is . most 
relieved by leaning it back. 

Internally. Dryness and roughness, especially 
when swallowing. Dryness high, in the fauces. 
Burning in the palate. Sensation of swelling at 
the root of the tongue. A feeling of constriction 
in the fauces which impedes respiration. A kind 
of paralysis, preventing swallowing. 

The above symptoms point to no organic 
changes, but indicate rather a kind of paralysis of 
isolated groups of muscles, e. g.t the sterno-cleido- 
mastoid, the constrictors of the pharynx, the 
lingual. 

Stomach. In the epigastrium, over the stomach 
and extending to th^fe hypochondria and into the 
chest, a pressing, pinching, constricting, cramp-like 
pain, which takes away the breath ; occurs and is 
worse after eating and drinking; also when wsdking; 
is worse from cold ; is accompanied by nausea. 

Appetite. Loss of appetite; disgust for food, 
tiie very sntell of which is offensive ; at foe same 
time a sensation of hunger at t|te epigast^riiuiii; 
aversion to acids; Wead tastes sour. > ‘ 

Thirst, Aversion te drinking, and yet great 
thirst * 
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Nausea. Great nausea is a characteristic symp- 
tom of Cocculus. It is provoked by eating, drink- 
ing, by motion, by becoming cold, especially by 
driving in a wagon; by sudden change of posture. 
It occurs in connection with the headache and the 
pains in the intestines. * 

Eructations. Bitter, putrid, causing sore pain 
in the epigastrium and chest Incomplete eructa- 
tion, hiccough and spasmodic yawning. 

The attacks of nausea sometimes produce 
fainting. 

Abdomen. Pressure; sticking and cutting pains 
in various parts of the abdomen, chiefly around 
tiie navel. Feeling of emptiness in the abdomen. 

Flatus. Rumbling in the abdomen ; great dis- 
tention ; incarceration of flatus ; severe flatulent 
colic at night 

Hypogastrium. Constricting pain, with pressure 
toward the genitals, and qualmishness in the 
epigastrium. Disposition to inguinal hernia, with 
pmn and soreness.* Rupture-ijain worse on the 
right side; fullness in the groin, with a sensation 
as if all would give way there. (Singular and 
characteristic symptoms.) 

Stool. Constipadon. Stool followed by violent 
tenesmus in the rectum, producing faintness, also 
, diarrhoea^ small frequent stools, each accompanied 
by fiatus. 

Fectum. Disposition to stool, but the peristaltic 
morion in ^ppof intestines is wantino-. 

Anus. Itdhingf. ^ 



354 


COCCULUS INDICUS. 


Urinary Organs. Frequent discharge of watery 
urine. 

Genital Organs. Sore and sticking pains in 
the .testes. Itching of the scrotum. Alternate 
excitement and depression, the former being prob- 
•ably the primary action. Menses suppressed. Men- 
struation difficult, attended with violent spasmodic 
pain in the abdomen and loins, increased by motioa 
cold and contact. 

Respiratory. Organs. Dyspnoea, as if from con- 
striction of the larynx. Sneezing, coryza, disposition 
to cough, from an irritation high up in the lar- 
ynx ; from constriction of the chest. The' cough 
is increased by indulging the disposition to cough, 
as is the case with the cough of Ignatia. Fine 
stitches in various parts of the chest; feeling of 
emptiness in the chest : palpitation and anxiety. 

In the above symptoms no local organic affec- 
tion is evident. They may all be ascribed to an 
affection of the spinal marrow or nerves (functional 
or organic). 

Back, Spasmodic constriction through the whole 
length of the spine, especially on motion. 

Sacrum. Paralytic pain extending over the 
hips, interfering with walking, along with wa 
anxious, apprehensive disposition. 

Loins. Paralytic pressure, tearing, drawiii||; as 
if broken, as if stiff. All these pains are inoeased 
by morion and by cold. 

Uppxr Extremities. Pamlysis of the hand when 
writing. Pains in the bones, as if bruised ; in the 
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armSj felt on lifting the arms. The arms jg;o to 
sleep. Hot swelling of the hands. 

Lower Extremities. • Paralytic immobility, ex- 
tending from the sacrum. Sore pain of the thigh. 
Inflammation and swelling of the knee (?). Burn- 
ing in- the feet 

Sleep. Coma. Coma vigil. Absence of sleep 
from anxiety and bodily restlessness. Anxious 
dreams. 

Fever. No definite typical fever. Constant 
chilliness, while yet the skin , is hot. In the even- 
ing chills run. down the back. Exhausting sweat 
during motion. 

Disposition. Mild, indolent, despondent in the 
kce of difficulties, excessive anxiety, fearfulness; 
intolerance of noi.se or any disturbing influence. 


GENERAL ANALYSIS. 

Vital Power. Cocculus exercises what may be 
called a purely depressing action upon the vital 
power. This action is called pure because it is 
not, so far as we know, dependent upon any 
change in the organic substance.' Thus the senso- 
rium is benumbed, as the marked vertigo and 
'confusion show. Of the speml senses, that of 
vision is so disdnctly impaired'iSas to remind one 
of incipi^t amaurosis ; bttt the most marked action 
of diis ^^racter is exhibited in the voluntary.^, 
nnitseular syis^sm, fMuralysis more or leiss complete 



356 


COCCULUS INDICUS. 


being . produced in the eyelids and in the mu^les 
of the face, the tongue, the pharynx, suid of the 
extremities, particularly of the lower extremities; 
of ^is nature, perhaps, are the symptoms of the 
inguina, resembling hernia. 

Organic Substance. While the action upon the 
vital power is, as has been seen, very marked and 
definite, that upon the organic substance is scarcely 
perceptible. The circulation is but little affected. 
The evacuation is scarcely altered, though, as might 
be expected from the depression* produced in the 
general vital power, the secretion from the surface 
of the intestine is diminished. Eruptions are men- 
tioned in the proving, but in so indefinite and 
isolated a way that we can hardly attach to them 
any physiological significance. 

Sphere of Action, Pre-eminently the system 
of animal life. The vegetative system is hardly 
affected at all. The voluntary muscular, system 
first, and then the sensorium, are the primary seats 
of action. In addition to the above, and not evi- 
dently connected with it, must be mentioned the 
action of Cocculus upon the stomach and digestion. 
Nause^ extending to the point of vomiting, and 
accompanied by faintness and by severe vertigo 
when lifting the bead, is a characteristic symptom. 
The nausea is felt from the epigastrhmi* io tile" 
throat It is accompanied by. a sensation con- 
striction around the waists is ag^giiavated by eating, 
drinking, by motion, by mmitad ..exertiem, ^ idid In 
tiie open ak. The taste Is /^bBr \ m 
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The appetite is completely wanting. 

Sensations. A general sensation of lassitude, 
which makes the least exertion, even standing, very 
irksome. Syncope often follows any bodily exer- 
tion. In the extremities, drawing and digging 
pains in the bones, but more frequently a weakness 
as if paralyzed. Sometimes this sensation is accom- 
panied by twitchings of isolated groups of njuscles. 

Periodicity. Not at all marked in Cocculus. 

Peculiarities. The symptoms of Cocculus in 
general, and pahicularly those of the head, are 
aggravated by eating, drinking, any bodily or men- 
tal exertion, by tobacco smoke, and by cold air. 
They are accompanied by a great intolerance of 
fresh air; in fact, all the functions of animal life 
seem to be more or less torpid, and intolerant of 
any stimulus. There is a constant disposition to 
sleep,* and yet the sleep is restless, interrupted by 
frequent wakings and startings, so that in the 
morning one is still sleepy. As regards die dispo- 
sition, the prover seems sunk iH deep thought of 
an unpleasant and rather sad character. Never- 
theless he is easily roused to anger. 

In many respects Cocculus reminds one of Pul- 
satilla, which also depresses the vital power, but 
the symptoass of Pulsatilla are anteliorated by cold 
and by motion, and &e dispositiem of. Pulsatilla is 
gende and yielding. In its action upon .the diges- 
tive orgaif6» Cocculifs resentUes Nux vomica; the 
characteHsticj^ particularly .the condidons of aggra- 
vation, dhnwignish . them. Moreover, Nux vomied 
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affects the vegetative system quite as much as the 
animal. Cpcculus resembles Ignatia somewhat in 
the almost simultaneous appearance of seemingly 
incongruous symptoms. It is probable that we 
shall find a closer analogy to Cocculus in Tobacco 
than in any other remedy. 


APPLICATIONS. 

Hahnemann recommends Cocculus in certain 
kinds of insidious, nervous fevers. In this Hart- 
mann agrees with him, and says: “Particularly in 
cases which have been produced by frequent fits 
of anger, or are accompanied by great disposition 
to anger.” Hahnemann recommends it also in 
several kinds of spasm, as, for example, in men- 
strual colic, resulting from sudden suppression, or 
hindered coming on of the menses; in spasmodic 
flatulent colic. Its chief application, perhaps, is in 
the treatment of paralysis of the extremities, par- 
ticularly in hemiplegia. Cocculus has proved a 
very valuable remedy in sea-sickness ; and has ' 
cured many persons of a tendency to nausea and' 
faintness from riding in a wagon. Dr. Curie has 
found Cocculus S. valuable remedy, along with Nux 
vomica and Antimonium crudum, in the^yarious 
forms of dyspepsia from over eating and drinking, 
which arc common among a certain class of the 
English people. 

The following remarks by Dr. Wurmb - ( “Oin* 
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ische Studien,” i, Typhus, p. 124) give a clear 
picture of that kind of slow nervous fever to which 
Cocculus is adapted: 

After dividing typhus into several -groups, in all 
of which the systems of vegetable and animal 
life are affected to an equal extent, he says that 
other cases occur which may be divided into two 
groups. “In the one, the system of vegetable life 
is profoundly involved, while the animal life is 
scarcely at all affected. For tliis group Veratrum 
is the chief remedy. In the other, the animal life 
is 2jre-cminently involved ; vegetation is hardly 
affected. For this group Cocculus is appropriate.’^ 
He says: “The patients complain at first of lassi- 
tude, prostration after the slightest exertion, diffi- 
culty in thinking, loss of memory, loss of appetite, 
and invincible disposition to sleep. They soon feel 
so weak that they must keep the bed, and they 
fall into an apathetic condition, which ends in 
actual coma. If awakened out of tlii.s, they com- 
plain of vertigo, of a feeling as if a heavy load 
were pressing uijon the head, of weakness, and a 
paralyzed feeling in the limbs, but especially in 
ihe eyelids, which they can hardly keep open. 
Sometimes, instead of the paralyzed feeling, there 
is a sensation of twitching afid jerking. The 
patients think correctly but slowly. They soon fall 
back into the comatose condition; the expression 
of countenance is devoid of all signs of mental 
activity. This , condition is not uninterrupted ; Tor 
diere occur sometimes intervals of* moderate excite- 
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ment, during which the patients, awakened irom 
their stupor, look eagerly around, move themsirives 
quickly, and, by the hastiness of their replies, seem 
to seek to hide their lack of force ; sometimes 
there is mild, uneasy delirium. 

“In this torpid condition of the nervous Sanc- 
tions the rest of the organism participates but 
little. The pulse is weaker, it is true, but seldom 
sinks below the average frequency, often even rises 
above it The temperature rehiains normal or 
changes but little; tlie £kin is pale but lax; the 
tongue moderately, coated, sometimes even clean ; 
the bowels generally constipated, diarrhoea rarely 
present; the respiratory mucous membrane almost 
never involved. 

“ Symptoms of a blood dyscrasia, such as exan- 
themata, decubitus, haemorrhages, are never observed. 
The spleen is always swollen.” 

Among the applications of Cocculus must not 
be forgotten its use in inguinal and femoral hernia, 
of which several cases are recorded as cured by 
Cocculus ; among them one in which four hemiae 
existed simultaneously. Precisely what cases are 
curable by Cocculus it is not easy to feay« priori.* 
Other remedies, as, for example, Nux vomica, 
Aurum and Nux iftoschata, have also cured hernia. 
Until the functional pathology of hernia sha^^ be 
* better understood, it will be impossible to divide 
the affection into groups correi^^ding to tiw 
different modes of tr^tment, or different remedies 
which experience shown to be Vpfie 
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the affection is, by most practitioners, regarded as 
exclusively a mechanical accident, to be met by 
surgical methods, the history of many cases and 
experience in their cure, shows tliem to be amen- 
able to dynamic agencies. 

In all of these applications, as in others which 
may be made of Cocculus to the treatment of 
diseased conditions, the similarity of the symptoms 
must be our only sufficient guide. 



CONIUM MACULATUM. 

‘ SPOTTED HEMLOCK. 

U MBELLIFERJE. It is a native of Europe, 

but is naturalized i» the United States. 

The active principle is conia, a yellowish oily- 
looking transparent fluid, lighter than water, of an 
acrid, nauseous, tobacco-like taste. It smells like 
tobacco and mice. It is very volatile, slightly 
soluble in water, — less so in warm water than in 
cold water, — readily soluble in alcohol, ether and 
oils. It is alkaline. .Its combinations with acids 
do not easily crystallize, and are very soluble and 
poisonous. 

It was known in ancient times, but has not 
until recently been used as an internal medicine. 
It was a means of killing political offenders. 
Socrates drank it, and his death is thus described: 

"After swallowing the poisoned cup he walked 
about for a short time, as directed by his execu- 
.tioner ; when ’ he felt a heaviness in his liipbs he 
lay down on his back ; his legs, and feet first lost 
their sensibility and became stiff and cold ; and 
this state gradually extended upward to the h^rt, 
when he died convulsed.” This is the brief account 
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given by Paul of ^geria. Xenophon relates that 
he continued to talk with his friends and disciples 
both while he walked and after he lay down. This 
gives us evidence that his mind retained its normal 
condition after the limbs had refused to fulfill their 
functions. 

Conium that grows in southern latitudes is 
thought to be more powerful than that which 
grows in northern climates. It should not be sub- 
jected to heat, because the active principle is 
volatile; hence the extract is often inert. The 
most active preparation is the juice, succus conii ; 
and this is almost identical with the homoeopathic 
tincture. 

Conium was recommended by the ancients as 
an anodyne for pains, and as useful in erysipelas 
and in phagedenic ulcers. Dioscorides recom- 
mended the bruised plant to be applied upon the 
genitals to remedy nocturnal pollutions, and upon 
the breasts of girls to prevent their development 
Pliny and Avicenna recommeifd poultices of Conium 
and corn-plaster to remove tumors of the breasts 
and testes, and to repress the secretion of milk. 

In modern times it has been applied for the 
same purposes; and at one time it gained a high 
though undeserved reputation for the cure of 
cancer. 

It is remarkable that while this substance, or 
its acdife principle, is one of the most active and 
ra|ud . poisons^ yet some animals, as the goat, she^p 
and horsey eat the plant with impunity. 
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The following case of poisoning from eating a 
Conium salad illustrates its action in large doses: 
“ In this man was first noticed weakness of the legs, 
so that his gait was staggering. As the weakness 
increased, he tottered as if drunk ; and his arms 
began to be similarly affected. Loss of all volun- 
tary motion followed, and he was unable to swal- 
low. Lastly, the muscles of respiration were 
affected slowly by paralysis, and he died of 
asphyxia. Up to the time of death his intelli- 
gence was unimpaired, but his sight was destroyed 
though his hearing remained. There was no 
decided spasmodic affection of the muscles.” 

Gradual paralysis, then, of the voluntary mus- 
cles seems to be the effect of Conium ; first the 
lower, then the upper extremities, then the muscles 
of the trunk, and finally those of respiration. Let 
us inquire. How is this paralysis produced It 
may be by affections of dte muscles themselves, or 
of the brain and cord, the centres of action, or of 
tlie nerves, the conveyors of stimulus to act Is 
it due to changes produced in the muscles 
Conium ? Probably not because muscles taken 
from an animal completely paralyzed by Conium 
act energetically under a 'galvanic current, and 
do not act when the cunrent is passed dirough the 
nerves supplying the muscles; but only whenjjhe 
current is passed through dm mst^oudar subsi^te 
itsdf. -y*. - .■* ■ 

It cannot be that the kpinal cDqfl is 
because if the artery and vein dT one find) ; fie 
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ligatur^ and th« »iimal then paralyzed by Conium, 
the limb tlius protected is moved energetically, as 
in health. Neither can. its action be on the brain, 
because in this case the poisoned blood passed as 
freely to the brain as to the cord ; nor was intelli- 
gence impaired. It must, then, affect the motor 
and the periphery sooner than the trunk of the 
nerve. 

The sensory nerves do not appear to be affected. 

Dr. John Harley, of London, has recently pub- 
lished a work containing provings upon the healthy 
subject, of Conium and some other drugs. He 
says: 

“The first effect of Conium is a depression of 
the motor function ; and its last is the ■ complete 
obliteration of all muscular motion derived from 
the cerebro-spinal-motor tract 

“After taking 5uj of tho succus conii, I set 
out walking, and three-quarters of an hour after 
the dose I felt a heavy, clogging sensation in my 
heels, a distinct impairment 5f the motor power. 
I felt that the go was taken but of me. Vision was 
good for fixed objects, but accommodation was 
sluggish. Continued exertion removed these symp- 
toms. The mind was not affected.” 

Dr. Harley sums up the action of Conium as 
follows: “It exerts its power chieflyrif not exclu- 
sav^y, upon the motor centra within the cranium; 
suul of; these :;jt}ie' corpora striata are the parts 
affsc^. 'The ^nsory part of the nenous 
system is iK»t affected." Frci|n this view of the 
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physiological action of Conium Dr. Harley con- 
cludes that “in selecting Conium as a remedy for 
nervous diseases we must ‘be guided by that sim- 
ple view of its physiological action which is stated 
above, and we must ask ‘is there irritation direct 
or redex of the motor centres?’ If so, we hope 
for good from Conium.” 

Harley, therefore, recommends Conium in con- 
vulsions, chorea and muscular tremor, in pertussis 
and spasm of the cesophagus and stomach, in 
spasm of the glottis; in paraplegia and concus- 
sion of the spine; in exhaustion of the sexual 
organs ; also in ophthalmiei, especially the stru- 
mous variety, which he ascribes to spasm of the 
orbicularis and corrugator supercilii. He regards 
it as a palliative in cancer, in that it allays mus- 
cular spasm, and thus mitigates pain. 
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T he Wormseed or Tartarian Southernwood, of 
which the unexpanded flower-heads are used 
in medicine, is found in Asia Minor, the Levant, 
Africa and Persia. The flowers have a strong 
odor, and a bitter, camphoraceous taste. 

Sensorium. Head. Vertigo, with blackness 
before the eyes, faintness and staggering, imme- 
diately relieved by lying down ; occurring on rising 
from the bed. 

Confusion, as a result of headache, as if the 
whole head were screwed together. 

Headache. General. Violent headache, with 
feeling of general illness; headache the whole day, 
a tearing pressure which extends also to the 
zygoma ; pressing headache all day ; in the evening 
it occupies the forehead also; headache as if the 
whole head were screwed together, with confusion; 
immecflately after a meal, dull drawing internal 
headach<^ increased reading and by mental 
labor; h^dache alternating with pressing pain m 
abdomen. ' ^ 

Forehead. External paiu, a presung ^ 
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from above downward, as if a weight were gradu- 
ally sinking down there ; benumbing internal 
headache, especially of the sinciput, but also of .the 
occiput. Externally, a. pressing, benumbing pain 
in the forehead aifd temples, which finally involves 
the whole head; pressure upon the frontal bone, 
and at the same time, internally, an undulation as 
of waves dashing ; pain above, as if the ' frontal 
bone were violently compressed from both sides. 

Left Foreluad. Confusing drawing from the 
left frontal eminence to the root of the nose. In 
the left frontal eminence a paralytic tearing, with 
benumbed sensation in the head, and immediately 
afterward the same in the right side. 

Temporal Region. Pinching tearing, increased 
by pressure. Left side: Drawing pressure, like 
fine tearing, relieved by moving the head. Right 
side: In the forehead, above the tempier, powerful 
dull stitches, deep in Che head, which threaten, to 
benumb one. 

Vertical Region. Right side: Numbness in a 
small spot. Left side: Dull stitches in the brain. 

Conditions. The headache is increased by 
reading ai)d reflection, tyut relieved by stooping. 

Review . . The sensorium is indirectly affected 
by Cina ; the vertigo resulting evidently from 
changes induced in the. vegetative system. The 
Vertigo appears to be connected .widi an afiaemic’ 
condition, occurring widi fiainth^. on rising fixim 
the bed, and immediately reeved on .lyiog 
The headache conres^nds to die vertigo its 
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anxmic character, as is seen by the relief which 
results from stooping, notwithstanding the aggrava- 
tion from mental exertion and the character of the 
pains, which would lead one to suspect congestion. 
Hence Cina corresponds well to that anaemic con- 
dition of the brain — the result of depletion, and 
which is yet so often, mistaken for congestion— 
described’ by Marshall Hall. The pains in the 
head are located cliiefly in the frontal and temporal 
regions, as much externally as internally, and point 
strongly to affection of the cutaneous nerves of 
sensation distributed to these parts. The pains are 
pressing, screweti-together pressure from above 
downward and tearing. Similar pains in the roots 
of the nose, the eyelids and eye, and in the- 
zygoma and face, point to the efficacy of this 
remedy in neuralgia. 

Gemrdl. Dull headache, with affection of the 
eyes. 

Orbit. Convulsive motions of the corrugator 
supercilii. 

Byes. General. Dtill headache, with affection 
of the eyes; dull pain in the eyes on reading and 
mental labor. 

Aspect. A sick appearance around the eyes 
and in the face. 

> Lids. Weakness of die upper lids, so diat 
the eyes can sqaredy be opened (Dulcamara). 
Burning and itching in the canthi and margins of 
the lids, compelling to rub them, with a scMty 
secredon in the inner canthns in the morning. 

II.-25. ' ' 
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GloSe. Pressing pain internally in the. eyes, 
generally with dilatation; dryness of the lids and 
pressing, as if sand were in the eye ; pressing pain 
on reading a little. 

Vision. In the evening, when reading by a 
candle, everything appears as if seen through a 
veil ; relieved for a short time by wiping the eye. 
On reading, dullness of vision, relieved for a short 
time by violent rubbing of the eye. 

Review. Blue margins around the eye, indica- 
tive of abdominal disease. The nerves of the lids, 
as well as that of the special sense, are evidently 
involved, weakness of vision resulting from the 
latter. A moderate, degree of conjunctivitis and 
blepharitis is also induced, aggravated by using the 
eye and compelling to rub it frequently. Rubbing 
removes the dimness for a short time. 

Ears. Spasmodic jerkings in the external ear, 
like earache. Below the mastoid process dull 
sticking, like_ a pinching pressure, aggravated by 
external pressure, as from a blow or shock. 

Nose. Boring in the . nose until blood comes. 

Face. Infra orbital region. Dull pressure, 
excited or aggravated by external pressure. 

. Zygomatic Region. Pain, as if both zygomata 
were seized with a pair of tongs and compressed ; 
aggravated by external pressure. Cran^-tike 
jerkings in Ae zygoma, a pain which even when 
gone may be re-induced by externa! prei^ure, by 
which, however, it is induced as. a con^uous 
pricking or patalytic pain. Pdiodk: twisdoj^ teai^ 
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ing pain in zygoma, wandering from one part to 
another. • 

Inferior Maxillary Region, Right side. Dull 
sticking pain in the ramus, increased by pressure. 
Left side. Fine stickings as with needles in max- 
illa, increased by pressure with the hand. Jerking 
pain jn maxilla. 

Inferior Maxillary Glands. Pressing pain. 

Expression and Aspect. Pale, and livid around 
the mouth; puffed and bluish face. The child leans 
its head on one side. 

Cervical Region. Paralytic feeling in the nape 
of the neck. Boring stitches in the right cervical 
muscles, synchronous with the pulse ; relieved by 
motion of the neck. 

Review. A variety of prosopalgia is distinctly 
represented by Cina. The supra and infra orbital 
nerves and that portion of the facial nerve which 
is distributed over the zygoma, are involved in this 
affection; and it occasionally extends to the infra- 
maxillary region. It differs “from that of Graphites 
in not involving the malar region. The pain is a 
compression and pressure more or less acute, some- 
times as with tongs, and is always increased and 
frequently re-induced by external pressure. 

Toothache, as from soreness. Inhaled air and 
cold drinks penetrate painfully the teeth. 

Mouth. Dryness and roughness of the mouth, 
aud' espedkilly of the palate, widi qualmishness. 

Qiglutition. Inability to swallow; drink rol^s 
arocuid atuiildy ki the mouth a l^g time. 
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Worms. Lumbricoides are passed from the 
mouth of a child. 

Appetite. Great hunger shortly after a meal. 
Thirst 

Gastric Symptoms. Eructations. In the morn- 
ing, before eating, empty eructations. After a 
meal, eructations tasting of the ingesta, and gulp- 
ing up of a bitter- sour fluid. 

Epijrastric Region. Qualmishness, with chill. 

Nausea; with empty feeling in the head. 

Frequent hiccough. 

After a meal, straight across the epigastric zone, 
a pinching or cramp-like pressure, A pain which 
embarrasses respiration. A digging, crowding pain, 
as if beaten. 

Left Side. Dull sticking, increased by external 
pressure, and diminished by deep inspiration. 
Pressing pain in the navel. 

Umbilical Region. Above the umbilicus, boring 
pain, relieved by external pressure. 

Left Side. Intermitting, fine stitches, like grip- 
ing, while sitting. Sudden, deep, sharp stitches, 
especially when inspiring, and at the same time 
stitches in the inner side of scapula; p. m. Violent 
pain as if navel were forcibly pressed inward, or 
had been struck; increased by respiration. Twist- 
ing pain increased by pressure. Odious feelipg of 
warmth in abdomen, which bec^e cutting pain. 

Abdomen. Hypogastrium. Just over the pubis 
an internal pulsation. 

Flatus. Constant noiseless modon of flatus. 
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Rectum. On di^harge of flatus, violent stitches 
in rectum. 

Urine. Frequent desire to urinate, with copious 
discharge. Urine is turbid as soon ^ discharged. 

Uterus. Metrorrhagia of a girl ten years old 
during the use of Cina. 

Review. A depraved state of the dijgestive 
organs is set forth by the few symptoms we have 
touching the intestinal tract. Dryness of the 
mouth ; affection of the apparatus of deglutition ; 
canine hunger shortly after a meal ; qualmish dis- 
tress at the epigastrium, and winding and sticking 
pains around the umbilicus, with peculiar sickish 
pressure in the epigastric zone. These symptoms 
correspond remarkably to those of helminthiasis, 
as do also the sickly, pale and livid expression of 
countenance and the constant disposition to bore 
in the nostrils. 

Nasal Membrane. Left nostril. Burning deep 
within, as if haemorrhage would ensue or as if 
produced by brandy. On the* septum, a burning 
pain as if a scab had been tom away. Worse 
when touched. Violent sneezing, with bursting 
sensation in the head and temples, which continues 
for some time. The same, with bursting feeling in 
chest, which continues, especially on the right side. 

Coryza. Constant pressure of movable tenacious 
mucus in the nose; discharge of purulent matter; 
cmyza in the forenoon, obstruction in the evening. , 

Regfiew. No clearly defined inflammatory coryza; 
but a disposition to ulceration corresponding to 
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that of helminthiasis, and a tendency to hyper- 
secretion of mucus and to formation of pus. 

Larynx and Trachea. Sensations: Tickling 
irritation, rather deep in the trachea, disposing to 
cough, which is followed by white mucus sputa! 
The same in trachea under the manubrium or the 
sternum, with a similar discharge 

Secretion. Dryness, Feeling of dryness poste- 
riorly in the throat ; a catarrhal sensation ; increase 
of mucus in the larynx, ejected by voluntary cough- 
ing and hawking; mucus hangs in the larynx in 
the morning on rising, compelling to frequent 
hawkings, and soon re-appearing again. Iq the 
morning, constant production of mucus, compelling 
to hem and hawk, etc. 

Respiration. Difficult, loud respiration ; short, 
rattling (in the throat) respiration. 

On walking in the open air, short, rattling 
respiration, as if much mucus were upon the chest, 
yet no disposition to cough ; very short respirations, 
with occasional interruptions ; child, very short- 
breathed with loud rattling in the chest. 

A kind of constriction of the chest; the ster- 
num seems to lie too close, and respiration is 
embarrassed ; dyspnoea, with anxiety and much 
sweat 

Sounds of Chest. Rattling in throat smd, chest;, 
a loud whistling purring, heard only (htring inspi- 
ration. 

Cough. Exciting Cause. Deep inspicadoa; 
tickling deep in the tir^hea, aiul just under the 
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manubrium of the sternum; feeling as of down in 
the trachea oh inspiration. 

Character, Violent paroxysms from time to 
time. Hoarse cough (with disposition to vomit), 
the paroxysm consisting of but few coughs, and 
reditring after a considerable pause in the evening. 
The same in the morning, provoked again by 
inspiration. In the morning after rising, violent 
hollow cough toward the upper part of the trachea, 
by which mucus is slowly loosened. Morning 
cough, so violent as to bring tears into the eyes. 
Before coughing, the child suddenly rises up in 
bed and looks wildly around ; the whole body 
becomes somewhat rigid; she is unconscious, as if 
an epileptic spasm were coming on, and then 
cough ensues. After coughing, the child cries out 
'•au! au!” and gurgling downward is heard; she is 
anxious, bites at the air for breath, and is very 

pale in the face; the paroxysm lasts two minutes. 

When coughing, pain in the upper part of the 

chest under the sternum, and when after a time 

mucus has been loosenol and discharged, sore and 
burning pain in thb part as if something had been 
torn away. 

C^st. Sternal Region. Pain under the sternum, 
a cramping pain when running ; a spasmodic dig' 
ging, as if the chest would burst 

Painful digging superiorly under the sternum. 

Left Side. Sudden, spasmodic, constrictive 
pain; an outwawJ pressing pain, now in the le|i 
j^st now in die loins ; th& latter as if from much 



CINA. 


Z7^ 

stooping, worse on expiration ; pinching pain, 
increased by every inspiration. 

Between the second and third ribs, pinching 
pain ; pinching, sticking pain ; pricking, burning, 
intermitting, fine stitches in the side on one of the 
true ribs; dull stitches near the. sternum, upon%»e 
costal cartilage, increased by pressure and by 
expiration ; diminished by inspiration ; sudden jerk- 
ing stickings between fifth and sixth ribs. 

Clavicular Region. Near the sternum, under 
the clavicle, on deep inspiration, two dull, piercing 
stitches in quick succession; on expiration, nothing 
is felt; on pressure, very painful. 

Right Side. Between the sixth and eighth 
ribs, jerking sticking pains, not affected by respi- 
ration or pressure ; in the middle of the right 
side, under the ribs, a boring, sticking pain, 
relieved by pressure. 

Heart. Palpitation ; great anxiety in the prae- 
cordia, as if he had suffered some evil in the 
heart; when walking in the open air. 

Review. The symptoms of the respiratory 
organs indicate a catarrhal affection of a light 
grade, with nervous .excitement, quite dispropor- 
tioned in its great severity to the former; and not 
merely local, but involving also the whole cerebro- 
spinal system. Indicative of the catarrhal stat^we 
have accumulation of mucus in the {larynx, ktrynx 
and head of the trachea, with loud rattling in the 
upper part of the trjtchea and ratting respiratiob, 
the catarrh being confined to these organs and the 
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primary bronchi ; while the excessive nervous irri- 
tability is exhibited in the undue violence of the 
exertion made to remove this mucus ; the cough so 
violent as to bring tears into the eyes, as to pro- 
duce pain under the sternum and soreness, and 
als<# in the susceptibility to cough on unusually 
deep respiration, a state of things analogous to 
that irritability of the cutaneous tissues which 
induces pain when pressed upon. Hence, probably, 
the dyspnoea, which is one of the symptoms of 
Cina, and the feeling of constriction of the chest 
The participation of the general nervous system in 
this over-excitement is shown in the spasmodic 
affection which precedes a paroxysm of coughing, 
and which simulates so closely a paroxysm of 
whooping-cough. This preponderance of the ner- 
vous over tlie local affection indicates the r 61 e 
which Cina plays in whooping-cough and in spas- 
modic asthma. 

The external chest is affected by varieties of 
dull and finfe stitches, generally increased by press- 
ure and by inspiration. So far as defined they 
resemble intercostal neuralgia. 

Back. Lumbar Region. Pain as if beaten, not 
increased by motion. Paralytic pain. After a meal, 
sensation as if the loins just above the hips were 
constricted by a tight band. A sensation of fatigue 

from long standing, felt also in the whole spine 
on bending sidewise or backward. 4 

Spinal Column Generally Pains and sensa- 
tions. Tearing, jerking pain ; sticking pain, relieved 
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by motion but returning on repose. Even in 
bed, when lying on the back or side, pain as if 
broken. * 

Scajfula. Right. Tearing, sticking in the 
upper part of the .spine toward right scapula 
Pain in scapulae when they are moved. Sticking 
pain on external margin. 

Extremities. Upper. Drawing, digging, tear- 
ing pain in all parts of the extremity, from the 
top of the shoulder to the hand, not affected by 
pressure or motion, or if relieved by pressure 
returning again when the pressure is removed. 
Paralyzed feeling in the whole arm and hand, it 
sinks by one’s side. Paralyzed feeling, as if the 
arm, hand and fingers were asleep. Paralyzed feel- 
ing through the middle of the arm, one can hardly 
venture to move the arm; soreness on pressing the 
affected spot. Contracted sensation like cramp in 
the forearm and hand, relieved by motion. Little 
jerking stitches in the hands. Spasmodic contrac- 
tion of tlie flexors of the fingers and thumbs. 

Extremities. Lower i Hips. Iliac Region. A 
boring, from within outward, below the glutaei, 
while sitting, relieved by pressure and motion, but 
returning again (characteristic in the muscular affec- 
tions of Cina). GluUei pain wben sitting, as. if 
fatigued tliereby. When walking, pain in |;reat 
trochanter, as from a fall Spasmodic cramp and 
drawing tearing in the right thigh, relieved by 
violent motion. Paralytic pain near the knee.^ 

Stitches near the knee and upon the patella. 
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Hot flashes, not unpleasant, as from a hot coal 
near the knee. 

Sticking and cutting pain in the toes, as if they 
were loosed, and in the leg, not relieved by 'motion. 
Spasmodic motion of the foot in a child. Clonic 
spasm of the left limb, followed by paralytic exten- 
sion of it 

Review. The pains in limbs and back appear 
to be of a neuralgic nature; and when more pro- 
nounced this affection shows itself under the form 
of paralysis or convulsions, thus corresponding with 
the spasmodic affection of the larynx and respira- 
tory muscles, and indicating the appropriateness of 
this remedy in certain forms of chorea. The pains 
are in general not affected by motion or pressure, 
or if relieved by pressure return again. 

Skin. Burning, fine stitches in various parts 
of the body, relieved by scratching. Pricking, 
itching, crawling sensation in various parts of 
the body, relieved by scratching. Violent itch- 
ing at night ; eruption of ted, itching pimples, 
which quickly disappear. Transparent, miliary 
eruption. 

General Symptoms, involving several parts of 
the body. Dull stitches here and th^re, now in 
limbs, arms, feet and toes ; now in the side or 
back ; now in the bones of the no^, but especially 
on the posterior part of the crest of the ilium (on 
the fa^) ; dull stitches, sometimes like pinching, 
pressing or shocks or itching; the spots feel sore ' 
and as if beaftea pressed upon- 
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Spasmodic stitches and tearings in various parts 
of the muscular system, often only instantaneous, 
involving also the head and chin. 

Convulsions. Convulsive movements of the 
limbs ; paralytic jerkings in various parts of the 
body, especially in the limbs. 

Epileptic convulsions, with consciousness (eclamp- 
sia). In the afternoon, an attack of spasmodic 
extension of the body ; then trembling of fhe whole 
body, with blue lips and whining complaints of 
pain in the chest, throat and all the limbs; para- 
lytic pain in arms and legs. » 

Characteristics. The child is* very feeble, lax 
and ailing; painful sensibility in the limbs of the 
whole body on motion and touch. The attacks are 
worse early in the morning and in the evening, and 
the symptoms are most violent always after eating. 

Review. The disposition to that amount of 
nervous erethism of the nerves, which expresses 
itself in neuralgic pain, is exhibited in the pains 
felt in various parts of the body. It is character- 
istic of these pains that they pass quickly from one 
part of the body to another, are much aggravated 
and re-provoked by * pressure. The convulsions 
correspond also to the erethism of the nerves of 
motion already remarked. In the convulsions thus 
produced, it is to be remarked that the senso^ium 
does not at all participate, even Ae epileptic (so- 
called) convulsions being unattended by uncon- 
sciousness. 

Sleep. Frequent yawning, as if one had not 
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slept enough. While sitting, great sleepiness; he 
must lie down; sleepiness the whole day long; 
invincible sleepiness; restlessness at night, frequent 
tossing and discomfort in every position; sleepless- 
ness; tossing during sleep, with pitiful outcry and 
complaint of bellyache; awaking with cries, groan- 
ing and hiccough, with restless motions; dreams; 
anxious, tiresome, unpleasant, busy dreams. 

Febrile Symptoms. General groups : Fever, 
vomiting of food, then chilliness over the whole 
body, followed by heat with great thirst ; daily 
fever at the saipc hour; chill, followed by heat 
with great thirst; daily fever at the same hour; 
chill, followed by heat without thirst; daily fever 
at the same hour with very short respiration ; fever 
daily, afternoon; several attacks of chill, with thirst 
and coldness of the hands and feet; followed by 
heat of the face, which, however, is pale, but espe- 
cially heat of the hands and feet, with cutting pain 
in the abdomen. 

Special Parts of the Paroxysm, Chill. Gen- 
oral. Yawning, trembling of the body, with a 
shuddering sensatioq ; shivering over the upper 
part of the body toward the head, with horripila- 
tion, even by the warm stove; shiverings run over 
the body, so that one trembles even by the warm 
stoye. 

PatiiaL Coldness of the face with warm 
hands; cold dieeks; pale, cold face, cold sweat of 
the forehead; of the forehead and hands; of fore- 
head, nose and hands. . 
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Heat. General. Chill over the whole body, 
with hot cheeks without thirst; strong fever, with 
vomiting and diarrhoea; heat m the evening, and 
during the night 

Partial. Heat, mostly of the head, with yellow 
complexion and blue rings around the eyes ; feeling 
of heat, and heat with redness of the face ; burning 
heat over the whole face,* with red cheeks and 
thirst for cold drinks; palpitation. 

Review. The intermittent of Cina is evidently 
not of a type to which violent paroxysms belong. 
The paroxysm is often preceded or attended by 
vomiting of food or pain in the abdomen. It recurs 
at the same hour daily. The chill is not very 
severe, is sometimes partial, and if so, conhned to 
the upper part of the body, and is not relieved by 
external warmth. It is sometimes attended by 
thirst, but the relation of thirst to the members 
of a Cina paroxysm is not well defined. It is 
sometimes attended by short respiration. The chill 
is often accompanied by warm hands and by hot, 
tliough pale, cheeks (calor mordax?), and by cold 
sweat of the forehead and nose and hands, either 
or all. The chill presents more characteristic 
features than the heat 

Heat. The heat may be general or partial. 
If general, it is attended by red cheeks ^^nd 
desire for cold drinks, and occurs at night It 
is often ; partial, confined generafiy to the ; 
the face being at the same tune yellow, ,tHtI| 
blue rings around die eyes. * 
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Sweat . Beside the cold sweat of the fore- 
head. nose and hands, which accompany the 
chill, no mention is made of sweat 

We thus see 'the type of intermittent in the 
paroxysms of which reaction is very imperfectly 
established. This accords well with the disposi- 
tion of Cina to produce a cachexy, the stress 
of which falls upon • the abdominal organs — a 
cachexy closely resembling probably that of hel- 
minthiasis. 

Disposition. The child is very whining and 
peevish and complaining ; weeps piteously if one go 
to handle or lead him. Great earnestness and sen- 
sibility ; cannot take a joke. Indifference to all 
impressions. Restlessness. Greediness. Cannot be 
composed by things at other times agreeable, or 
by caresses. 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 

Action on the Vital Power. Cina does not 
exercise any very strongly marked action on the 
general vitality. The sensorium is in no special 
manner directly affected. It is involved secondarily 
in the aoaemic cachexy which Cina produces. Of 
the special senses that of vision alone is affected, 
the power of the visual organ being simply re- 
duced in dbg^e. A* similar action is exerted upon 
the voluntary muscular system^ paralytic sensations 
and , partial .liemporary paralysis occurring in the 
extr^ities ; but .this <^ , paralysis is riot pure and 
niihide, but is complicated with a>nvulsiye musculir 
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contractions, the co-ordinating power appearing to 
be in abeyance, a state of things which at once 
calls to mind the disease, chorea. 

Action OH Organic Substances. Of this we know 
little. That Cina, however, does strikingly im- 
pair the nutrition is shown by the yellowish, livid 
complexion, the paleness about the mouth, and the 
blue margins about the orbits ; and the locations 
of these phenomena point to the abdomen and the 
digestive canal as the primary seat of the organic 
alterations, whatever these may be. They suggest 
those which result in the cachexy of helminthiasis. 

The* sphere of action of Cina is not very 
extensive. The nerves of sensation, especially about 
the face and extremities, are affected, as the neu- 
ralgias show ; those of motion, as the convulsions 
exhibit ; those of special function, in connection 
with those of sensation and motion, as the con- 
vulsive action of the laryngeal and respiratory 
organs show, together with the hypera:stliesia of 
the laryngeal mucous membrane. The distress in 
the epigastric region, the frequent vonjiting of 
food in other affections, pains in the abdomen, and 
the pecijliarities. of the intermittent fever parox- 
ysms, chill, with vomiting of food and imperfect 
reaction, show the influence of Cina upon the 
abdominal organs. 

Peculiarities of Pain. The abnormal sen^tive- 
ness of individual nervous filaments k aggravated 
by external {Pressure, and the pain generally is so 
aggravated or reproduced. 
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Aggravations. The symptoms of Cina are all 
worse after a meal, at night and early morning. 

Periodicity. Marked in the febrile symptoms. 
The paroxysms of intermittent recur at the same 
hour every day. 


n.~26 



THE ART AND MODE OF PRESCRIBING. 

T he spirit of homoeopathic practice requiring 
the administration of a single remedy at a 
time, there is no room for the compounding of 
drugs in prescriptions. When it is required to 
order a dose of any quantity of a remedy from a 
pharmaceutist, it suffices to inscribe the name of 
the drug and to add in plain English the form 
in which it is desired, with the potency and the 
quantity. ^ 

Nevertheless, the venerable antiquity of the art 
of rightly marshaling drugs in the serried ranks 
of a complex prescription, demands a passing 
notice at our hands. 

The writing of a prescription involves two things: 
I. That we know what drugfs we desire to 
associate together, and 'in what relative quantities. 

2. That we know how to express our desires 
in the terms of the art. < 

The hrst demands scientific knowledge of a 
high order, embracing a full acquaintance with the 
chemical and physiological actions and reactiofts of 
drugs. 
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The second requires an acquaintance with the 
language in which prescriptions are written (gen- 
erally, but not necessarily, the Latin), and with the 
symbols of the apothecary. 

It is not a matter of indifference what drugs 
are mixed in a prescription. 

Drugs of which the united or joint action might 
seem desirable, may yet be chemically incompatible 
in such way that through their mutual action a 
third and altogether different substance may be 
formed. This third substance may be simply 
inelegant and inert, or it may be noxious and 
poisonous. Of the former we have an example in 
the following prescription : 

8; Tinct. Ferri chloridi f5ss. 

Quinise sulphatis gr. xx. 

Syrupi rosae Gallicae f§ijss. 

Misce. Signa. Sumat aeger cochleae magnum quaquc hota 
in apyrexiam. 

By the action of the iron ’upon the tannic acid 
of the roses ink is formed and a precipitate occurs. 
The object of adding the syrup of roses, viz., to 
give a fine color, is completely frustrated by the 
addition of the iron. But this is not noxious, 
though inelegant 

;^pain, the incompatibility may .^ning from the 
tendency of the ingredients to form a noxious prod- 
uct ns in the following dferves(x:nt draughtr ^ 
which has twice, in New- York, caused .instant 
death.: 
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3^ Soclae Bicarbonatis gr. xx. 
Potassii Cyaiiidi gr. iv. 
destillatae f3ijss» 

Solve;. 

Deinde addc — 

Siuxi limonis recentis f3j. 
Misce. et bibat aeger, misturd effervescente. 


In this case the citric acid decomposes the 
cyanide of potassium, and hydrocyanic acid is 
formed as the draught is taken. It proves fatal. 

Again,, the incompatibility may come from the 
ingredients being physiological antidotes, e. g., 
morphine and strychnine. 

3 Morpliise acetatis gr. viij. 

Strychniaj sulphatis, gr. ij: 

Paiiis (|. s. 

Fiant pillulae rainimae quadriginta. 

It is probable that these pills might be taken 
freely without the physiological effect of either of 
these powerful alkaloids being experienced, because 
they antidote each other. 

It is requisite, therefore, for success, in writing 
prescriptions, that one know the chemical and 
physiological properties and relations of drugs. 

Again, it has been found by experience idiat 
certain combinations of drugs possess properties 
not known to be possessed by any of the ingre- 
dients. The Dover’s powder, or pulvis ipeeften- 
anhs composita, ' is an example of this. Such 
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knowledge is hit upon by chance, and is a matter 
of memory. 

Presupposing the possession of knowledge 
to select the drugs suitable to be associated in a 
prescription, the form of composition of the pre- 
scription is merely technical. It may be done as 
well in English as in Latin. The following is an 
instance of a correct and quite harmless prescription: 

Carminative for an infant 

Cretse pneparatse. 

Sacchari albi aa3j. 

Acacise pulveris ^ij. 

Aquae cinnamon! f§iv. 

Misce. Signa. Sumat cochlear parvum bis vel ter die, pro 
re nata. 

As an example, at one and the same time, of 
the mode of writing prescriptions, and of the pedan- 
tic and nonsensically stilted language and manner in 
which simple and familiar beverages are sometimes 
ordered, let the following serve: 

Agreeable refrigerant 

QL Sued limonis recentis f^ij- * 

Corticis limonis recentis tnagnopera tenuis Sss. 

Sacchari albi ^iv. 

Aquae Crotonis glacialis Oiij. 

Misce. Cda. Divide in amids. Sumat quisque quantum 
libet 

Or the following: 

Haustus stimulans dalorifaciens et roborifaciens. 
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5 , Spiritus frumcnti Borbonica fliv. 

AqucC bullientis Oij. 

Succi limoiiis recentis f§iss. 

Corticis limonis recentis magnopera tenuis 3ss. 
Sacchari albi liv. 

I 

Infusi these sinensis ^ij. 

Misce. Teneatur mistura calleda. 

Divide in poculis octo. Suniat quisque amicus unum in 
animum oblectandum. 

The whole art of prescribing consists first in 
knowing exactly what you want to give the patient, 
and in what doses ; and then in writing your direc- 
tions so clearly and intelligibly that the apothecary 
may fully understand you. 


/ 

HOMfEOrATHIC PHARMACY AND POSOLOCY. 

The preparation of drugs in the homoeopathic 
pharmacy is simple. We have: i. Triturations. 
2. Tinctures. From each of these forms prepara- 
tions are made, called, indifferently, dilutions, atten- 
uations or potencies^ 

Metals, chemical salts and some dry vegetable 
substances are prepared by trituration with an inert 
substance, such as milk sugar, which is especially 
suitable front the hardness and sharpness of its 
crystals, and from its non-hygrometric propi^es. 

Vegetable substances that are prepared in '‘the 
form of tinctw^s may be divided, according to 
their mode of preparation, into three classes. 

i. Roots, barks and leaves that ate dry. These 
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are coarsely powdered, and *P tincture is prepared 
by the process of percolation. 

2. Plants which contain a large quantity of 
juice. These are bruised, mi.Ked with an equal 
weight of alcohol, the mixture kept in a cool, dark 
place for a day or two, and then subjected to 
pressure and filtered. 

3. Plants which contain but a small quantity 
of juice are bruised, mixed with double their 
weight of alcohol, and then treated as class No. i. 

The alcohol and milk sugar used must be care- 
fully purified. 

The attenuations, dilutions or potencies (as they 
are variously called) are prepared by triturating 
the preparation obtained as above with milk sugar, 
or by mixing them with alcohol, according to one 
of two different .scales, known as the decimal and 
centesimal, respectively. Thus, if one grain of 
metallic gold be triturated with one hundred . grains 
of milk sugar, this forms the first centesimal tritu- 
ration. A grain of this first .trituration, triturated 
again with one hundred grains of milk sugar, 
forms the second centesimal trituration ; and so on. 

If with ten grains instead of one hundred, they 
are the first and second decimal triturations. With 
alcohol instead of milk sugar they are dilutions or 
attenuations; all are called potencies. 

These attenuations or potencies ' have been car- 
ried to very high numbers. In the way I have 
described, I know them to have been carried toi^ 
tile two hundredth ; of higher, prepared positivdiy 
in this* way, I have no personal knowledge. 



PATHOGNOMONIC SYMPTOMS AND 
CHARACTERISTIC SYMPTOMS. 

D r. VEIT MEYER, of Leipsic, in 1850, told 
me an anecdote of Hahnemann, which, so 
far as I know, has never appeared in print. It 
was related to him by Dr. Franz Hartmann, then 
recently deceased, who in his early days had been 
a pupil of Hahnemann, and was present at his 
consultations with patients. 

Hartmann relates* that one day. a patient came 
to consult Hahnemann, » The malady was condylo- 
mata (figwarts). Hahnemann examined them and 
tlien questioned the patient for a half-hour, noting 
symptoms in his record book. He then closed his 
book, consulted the “ Materia Medica ” for a few 
moments, went into the next room, brought out 
three powders, and said: “Take a powder every 
three days; come again the fourteenth day, and 
pay now four dollars.” The man paid and retired. 

*In this paper (written for spoken of as haemorrhoid^ tu- 
delivery before the Onondaga mors, and the patient as a 
County Homoeopathic Medical female, fts present version is 
Society, October i8, 1864), taken from a note-book written 

the disease here designated as by Dr, Dunham, at Leipsic, 
*^condylomata** (figwarts) was dated i856.^[H. £. K. D.} 
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“ What then did you give, Herr Hofrath ? ’’ 
“What!” replied Hahnemann, “have you listened 
to the examination and do you not know? You 
must study the ‘ Materia Medica ’ I ” So Hartmann 
said no moVe, for Hahnemann never told his pupils 
what remedy he gave, fearing to encourage routine 
practice. The fourteenth day the patient came 
again, the warts were but one-tliird their previous 
size. Hahnemann gave him two more powders, to 
be taken every fifth day. “ Come again the fif- 
teenth day; this time .you pay nothing.” Hartmann, 
surprised at the rapid diminution of the warts, 
said again, “ But, Herr Hofrath, what did you 
give?” “Do you not yet know? study then 
'Materia Medica.’” 

The fifteenth day the man returned; no trace 
of the warts was to be found. Hartmann could 
not contain himself. He* came to Hahnemann’s 
study at an earlier hour than usual and opened 
his record book to learn the remedy given. It 
was Chamomilla^; three powders. The two on 
the second day were sugar of milk alone. 

More astounded than ever, Hartmann could 
not contain himself, and when Hahnemann came 
in; “Herr Hofrath,” said he, “I have committed 
a great crime. The desire to know with what 
remedy you cured the figwarts so burned within 
me that I opened yoiu* book and ascertained it, 
and now I pray you, on what grounds did you 
givp Chamomilla?” “Ah, have you done that?"^’ 
said Hahnemann; “th^ take the book and read 
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further, read the ‘Symptomen- codex’ and see if it 
were possible to give any other remedy than 
Chamomilla, when such symptoms were present” 
And so it was. Even Hartmann was satisfied that 
Chamomilla was the only suitable drug.- 

And yet the prescription was made without 
any regard being had to the chief objective symp- 
tom, to the very feature which, from a pathological 
point of view, was the central, pivotal fact of the case. 
To make such a prescription might seem “ like play- 
ing ‘ Hamlet’ with the part of Hamlet left out.” 

A great many most brilliant cures have been 
made by prescriptions precisely similar to this one 
of Hahnemann’s. Nay, an entire class of cases, 
and, by no means a small one, must be cured in 
this way, if they are cured at all. 

Wliat are generally called organic diseases, well- 
defined and tolerably fai* advanced structural modi- 
fications of the nobler organs, we can never expect 
to see produced in any proving. Much less can 
we look for provings that shall exhibit analogues 
of the various forms of chronic organic disease, 
benign or malignant. Occasional accidental prov- 
ings, in the way cf cases of poisoning which come 
to our knowledge in a medico-legal way, may 
chance to throw light on these spheres of action 
of drugs ; but these sources of information are 
infrequent, and always very imperfect and imptire. 

The science of therapeutics would be forever 
most imperfect, were we compelled to rely on the 
knowledge we can gather from sotdt data. . 
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For example, a proving can hardly be expected 
to be carried so far as to exhibit unequivocal signs 
of pneumonia. And although some cases of acci- 
dental provings in the shape of poisonings have 
shown us that certain drugs which we know to be 
curative agents in treating •pneumonia do actually 
produce the organic phenomena of pneumonia, yet 
this knowledge, while it may confirm our faith in 
tlicse drugs as proper remedies in cases of pneu- 
monia, to which they correspond, would nevertheless 
lead us astray and ensnare us if we should allow 
them to withdraw dur attention from other druffs 
which have not as yet been known to jjroduce the 
organic signs of pneumonia. If, for example, 
because' it is known that Tartar emetic. Phospho- 
rus, Aconite and Bryonia have produced actual 
pneumonia, we should allow ourselves to look upon 
these as the sole remedifcs for this disease, we 
should be in danger of neglecting other remedies, 
such as Lycopodium, Sulphur, Chelidonium, Cepa, 
and a number of others which, though never known 
to produce the organic symptoms of pneumonia, 
have yet shown in practice a power to cure that 
disease speedily and completely when their general 
symptoms corresponded to those of the particular 
case in which they were given. • ^ 

If this be true of a disease which is, pathedogi^ 
cally considered, so simple as .pneumonia, how 
much more likely is it to be the case with regard 
to ^ecticMfts which depend upon more complex 
and elaborate changes in the processes of assimi-' 
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latibn and nutrition ; such as tubercle, cancer, 
lupus, and many others; or (not to go so far) as 
the benign affections of tlie skin and glands, or 
even as the exanthematous fevers. It is manifest, 
that while symptoms resembling the general, con- 
stitutional symptoms that accompany all of these 
complaints, may be produced in provings of drugs, 
yet the organic phenomena which are pathogno- 
monic of the malady, and in the absence of which 
the- disease could not be diagnosticated, cannot be 
looked for in the pathogenesis of remedies. 

But these organic phenomena, these pathogno- 
monic symptoms, for such they are in most cases, 
arc the very ones on which- the diagnosis depends. 
If, therefore, the diagnosis and the prescription are 
to be worked out by the same method, and are to 
be made on the basis of the same symptoms or 
series of symptoms, then an accurate homoeopathic 
prescription would be a rare thing, and in the 
majority of grave and serious affections, it would 
be an impossible thing ; yet so ' many successful 
prescriptions have been made in such cases as to 
show that it .is not ‘impossible, nor indeed always 
very difficult. 

But a prescription is always based upon a cor- 
respondence of the symptoms of the drugs with 
die characteristic symptoms of the case in 
It follow's, therefore, that those symptoms which 
the prescriber regards as characteristic symptoms, 
are not at all the same which the diagnostician 
regards as pathognomonic symptoms ; they are not 



CHARACTERISTIC SVMfTOMS. 


397 


the phenomena from which the malady gets its 
name, those which depend upon, and indeed con- 
stitute, its pathological anatomy. 

In the case related by Hartmann, the symptom 
pathognomonic of the case was the tumor. This 
was the “pathological anatomy” of the case. By 
this symptom the case was classified. From this, 
it takes its name, and this was the symptom of 
chief importance to the diagnostician. 

But the proving of Chamomilla did not contain 
this symptom. Consequently, had Hahnemann 
regarded this symptom as a characteristic symptom 
from the point of view of the prescriber, he would 
not have been able to select Chamomilla as the 
remedy. He did not so regard it 

The symptoms which he regarded as charac- 
teristic of the case, and for which he sought and 
found in Chamomilla corresponding symptoms, were 
the general constitutional, for the most part sub- 
jective, symptoms, — the symptoms of mind and 
disposition, and the conditions' of lime and circum- 
stance, such as aggravation, amelioration, etc 

Cases still further illustrating these facts arc to 
be found in the clinical records. It happens some- 
times that cases of disease arc cured by dAigs 
that had not, at the time they were so used, been 
luiown to produce the pathognomonic symptom of 
the malady they seem to have cured, whereas^ 
subsequent more extensive provings, or accidental 
obsqrvadonF in cases of pmsoning, have shown 
diat these drug^ are capable of producing and do 
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produce these organic changes, these pathogno- 
monic objective symptoms. 

A considerable number of cases of albuminuria, 
some of them, no doubt, cases of Bright’s disease, 
have been recorded as cured by various remedies. 

Some of these remedies are not yet known to 
have produced albuminuria in the healthy subject. 
Others are known to have done so. 

One of them, Arsenic, has cured a number of 
cases. It has almost always been selected because 
of the correspondence of its general constitutional 
symptoms with those of the cases in hand. And 
indeed the correspondence, in this respect, with 
the general symptoms of Bright’s disease, is very 
striking. I myself once cured with four doses of 
Arsenic”'”, a most severe case of post-scarlatinal 
dropsy, wliich had already lasted ten days before 
I was called to it, growing steadily worse until 
death seemed imminent, and in which the urine in 
the test-tube became nearly solid on applying 
heat, the entire quantity of urine passed in twenty- 
four hours being less than two gills. In this case, 
of course, the pathognomonic symptom ‘ for the 
diagnostician would have been the albumen, the 
hlodd discs, and the casts in the urine (they were 
all there). 

The symptoms which guided ihy choice tft the 
selection of the remedy were the general symp- 
toms, the character of the pains, dieu* ^[gravations 
and ameliorations, the prostration, thirst, tempera- 
ture, posture etc., etc., all of which were ao char- 
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acteristic of Arsenic that I could not hesitate a 
moment. 

I did not know at that time that although 
Hahnemann’s proving does not contain this pathog- 
nomonic symptom, albuminuria, yet this symptom 
has been produced by Arsenic, together with all 
other objective signs of Bright’s disease, in healthy 
cats in numerous instances, by Dr. Quazlio of 
Munich ; and again it was observed, with equal 
minuteness, in two remarkable cases of arsenical 
poisoning recorded by Dr. Maclayan in 1852. 
(Editor “ Medical and Surgical Journal,”) 

Phosphorus has been found to produce Bright’s 
disease : Mercury has produced albuminuria. Can- 
tharides have produced objective symptoms corre- 
sponding to, at least, the first stage of one form 
of Bright’s disease. 

Now if we had a case of .Bright’s disease to 
treat, how should we select a remedy ? The fact 
of the drug having produced albuminuria in the 
healthy subject is common to ’these four drugs, and 
is perhaps true of several others. How should. we 
choose among these drugs? Why, by the general 
subjective symptoms. But these symptoms alone, 
without the objective symptom, albuminuria, have 
already, in a great number of cases, been suffi- 
ciently good guides, to enable us. to select not 
merely this group, but the exactly appropriate 
drag in group. 

•Thus >t appears that these general constitu- 
tioiia| symptoms are not only a sufficient, but they 
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are a more accurate guide, than the pbjective 
pathognomonic symptom. 

They are also a more comprehensive guide, 
They enable us to employ, and direct our attention 
to, remedies that we should not be led to employ 
if we confined our attention to the pathological 
anatomy of the disease under treatment 

For example: Apis has cured many cases of 
albuminuria. The general symptoms of Apis cor- 
respond well to some cases of this disease. Yet 
we find no record of albuminuria in the proving 
of Apis. Nor is it likely that we shall ever have 
toxicological data to complete our proving in this 
respect, because Apis is not a substance likely to 
be employed as a poison. 

It is possible that as Arsenic and Phosphorus 
and Mercury have accidentally been found to be 
capable of producing* pathologico-anatomical con- 
ditions corresponding to those which they have 
cured, so Chamomilla may have been, or may 
some day be, found capable of producing haemor- 
rhoidal tumors. If so, the fact will be interesting; 
but it will not make it one iota easier to prescribe 
Chamomilla for haemorrhoids. For the prescrip- 
tion, if we would have it an exact one, must be 
based on the correspondence of the general and 
subjective symptoms, and on the times and condi- 
tions of their occurrence and aggravations. 

Upon these slightly desultory remarks three 
propositions might be based. . 

' ’ I. The point of view from which the pathol- 
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og^st and diagnostician regard a case of disease, 
and that from which the therapeutist or prescriber 
regards it, are radically different And inasmuch 
as therapeutics, as a science, have hardly received 
any systematic cultivation, while great and suc^ 
cessful attention has been paid to pathology and 
diagnosis, it has happened that the manner in 
which disease has been .studied, discussed and 
described by medical authors, — contemplating it 
rather as a natural phenomenon to be studied and 
classified, than as a condition of the individual 
patient, for which an individual specific is to be 
found, — has been unfavorable to the purposes of 
the prescriber, obscuring rather than elucidating 
those points which are to be his chief guides, and 
exalting into a position of prominence features 
which are to him only of subordinate value. 

2. The arrangement of materia mcdica on the 
basis of a pathologico>anatomical schema, as is 
desired by .some, would be, first, impossible, second, 
useless, third .sure to mislead. , 

j. It is probable that while to the diagnosti- 
cian, the pathological anatomy of a case is the fact 
of primfe value ; to the prescriber the diathesis, 
general and special, is that to which he is chiefly 
to look for his indications. 


II .— 27 
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To the Graduating Class of the New-York Homoeopathic Medical 
College, by Professor Carroll Dunham, M. D., Dean of the 
Faculty. February 29th, 1872. 


Gentlemen of the Graduating Class: 

T he immediate object of your patient endeavors 
is attained. You have completed one stage 
in that* curriculum of medical study which must end 
only with ySur lives. The officers of the college 
formally attest this evening that you have mastered 
the rudiments of medical knowledge. The faculty, 
who have directed your labors, and who have wit- 
nessed with no ordinary pleasure youV faithful 
industry, now bid you a kindly farewell as pupils, 
and at the same time extend to you a hearty wel- 
come and fraternal greeting ^ members of the 
medical profession. 

You are eager to enter upon the life for which 
you have become fitted by die years of training 
which close to-night; and to-morrow’s sun will sto 
you speeding in various directions toward the 
scenes of your respective future labors. The 
career upon which you are about to enter fe so 
peculiar in its nature and in tbe :,deman^ whk^ 

* .yi>. 
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its honorable and successhil prosecution will 'mak!e* 
upon you, that you will bear with me, 1 am sure, 
if I ask you to tarry a moment and survey it 
with me, as it lies before you glowing in the 
morning radiance wherewith the hopefulness of 
youth ever gilds the future. 

Hitherto, you have been en^uraged and stimu- 
lated* in your work by the companionship <|f fellow- 
students, and aided and directed by the counsels 
of preceptors. In your essays in practice, you 
have felt that older and. wiser men were beside 
you to guard you from error and to supply youf 
deficiencies. But from the present moment, you 
must depend upon yourselves. You must trust to 
your own knowledge and resources to i^et >^iatever 
emergencies may present themselves, with rarely a 
friend at hand to counsel and encourage, with 
none to share your responsibilities, however great, 
unless you .resorf to a formal consultation, which 
a young physician sometimes hesitates to do, since 
it is often, though wrongly, regarded by the pub- 
lic as a confession of incapacity. 

This isolation, in responsibility is peculiarly 
oppressive, because a physician cannot select his 
case according to his own estimate of his knowl- 
edge and ability. He settles in a neighborhood, 
offers his services to the inhabitants, and he must 
take dte cases as they come, however trivial or 
hovrever serious they may chance to be, and do 
his it is not with us as with our cousins jpf 

the legal pi^fession, a neophyte in which may 
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‘"decline to grapple with a capital case until he hds 
proved his weapons upon smaller game. And the 
newly fledged priestling would scarcely aspire to a 
metropolitan charge, preferring to warble his first 
tremulous notes over the brink of a rural pulpit.. 

But no liberty of choice is available for you. 
Your very first case may be the most difficult you 
will evet encounter, .and, if you be placed in 
charge, you must meet the difficulties, calling what 
aid may be within reach ; but, aided or not, never 
flinching from the responsibility so long as the 
patient demands your services. For the cases 
which are intrusted to us brock no delay. If the 
lawyer be not ready for trial, an accommodating 
judge ^lay |^rant a postponement. But if you be 
not ready in a case of cholera or of haemorrhage 
with the right expedients, at the right time, the 
laws of nature move on in their destructive course, 
— the case is closed against ydu, and from this 
judgment there is no appeal. 

While your inevitable isolation involves difficul- 
ties, it brings also dangerous temptations peculiar 
to our profession. • The advocate conducts his case 
in open court, subject to the wisdom of the judge ^ 
and the criticisms of the bar. By them are tested 
the faithfulness of his work, the thoroughness of 
his researches, and the soundness of his cpnclti’- 
sions. The preacher has cdwa)^ in his flock at 
least a dozen critics, keen to detect a heresy, 
prompt to denounce a backsliding, and SwiHt to 
lay charges before, the presbytery w. die l»shq>. 
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But you will be seldom observed by any save the 
anxious relatives, who believe in your skill but 
have no means of testing it; who hang in confi- 
dence upon your words, but rarely comprehend 
them; asking only that you bring the loved one 
back to health, and ready to give you all the 
credit of the restoration. Or if they be distrustful, 
they are still almost helpless in their position 
toward you, inasmuch as they have little or no 
knowledge to direct them in seeking out or weigh- 
ing evidence in medical matters. For, although 
every one in the community knows a little law, 
and all of us are so instructed in theology that the 
minutest arrangements and relations of this world 
and the next are as familiar to us as th$ affairs 
of last week, yet the laws of life an(f health, and 
th*e simplest principles of medical science, are as a 
sealed book to almost the whole non-medical com- 
munity. 

Who, then, shall know it if you err in diag- 
nosis, if you fail to detect disease at the time 
when it is curable, — if you let the decisive moment 
glide away without the remedy which it requires? 
No watchful expert will stand beside you as you 
sit idly at the bedside while life ebbs away, though 
ymt might stay the tide; none tarries to note that' 
you were at fault when you left your patient for 
your, slumbers, and Death came while you sle^t 
The desolate hearth and the motherless children x 
majib be. witnesses again^tt you before the judgihent- 
seat of the Att-Seetn^ cedHng you to answer few 
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neglected opportunity, for love of ease, for slothr 
fulness of judgment and tardiness of action. But 
in most instances, if your conscience accuse you 
not, you go in peace. 

Realize, then, how tremendous are the respon- 
sibilities involved in your isolation. Cherish the 
tenderness of your consciisnee ; never allow yourself 
to disregard its warnings. The more you are 
withdrawn from observation and criticism, the more 
you become a law unto yourselves. A^t always 
then as under the immediate eye of the Omnis- 
cient 

Wherever you live, you will have professional 
neighbors, who will be, of necessity, your rivals or 
competkors, and who yet ought, for every reason, 
to be your' friends. For they are those upon 
whose aid and counsel you would rely in cases of 
great difficulty or danger, and you should not 
lightly do anything to alienate their regard. 

As homoeopathic practitioners, members of a 
branch of the medical profession which is still a 
decided minority, you will find in your neighbor- 
hood practitioners outnumbering you as six to one. 
whose relation to you will be, at the best, one of 
armed neutrality, — or, if the past he any criterion 
of the future, one of uncompromising hostili^; 
men who will deny you the ordinary courtesies of 
professional intercourse, who wUl not hesitate to 
injure you as a practitioner at every turn, and 
who hold themselves' absolved, as toward ^ou, 
from every obligation of medical J^ics,<*~>acting 
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apparently upon the principle that a homoeopath 
has no rights which a ** regular ” is bound to 
respect 

Demeanor of this kind from members of your 
own profession, whose interests and aims are one 
with your own, and from whom your only ground 
of difference is that you have perceived the 
advantage of a better way of curing than theirs, 
will be hard to bear. Remember, however, the 
provocations they receive. Your medical faith and 
practice are a direct contradiction of theirs. 
Whereas they bind upon the people burdens 
grievous to' be borne, your expedients are positively 
pleasurable to the sick. You parry as with airy 
nothings the dread reaper’s scythe, which their 
ponderous battle-axe so often fails to beat a.side. 
Every patient who recovers under your gentle 
ministrations is a public protest against their harsh 
and damaging procedures. 

As regards the conduct of physicians toward 
their colleagues in the various contingencies of 
professional life, medical associations in this coun- 
try have framed and adopted codes of medical 
ethics which define the duty of practitioners 
toward each other, toward their patients and the 
public. I commend these codes to your careful* 
study. But I know of no general rule more 
likely to guide you aright in your dealings, bot^ 
with members of your own school and equally with 
those of the opposing school, thtm that which is# 
taken as the ‘basis of ^e code of ethics adopted 



VALEDICTORY ADDRESS. 


408 

by the National and all the State and County 
Homoeopathic Societies in the United States, and 
which is no other than that which is the basis df 
the great Christian code of ethics : “ As 3^00 would 
that men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them.” If you add to this golden rule the aphor- 
ism also expressed in our code of ethics : “ The 
paramount oTiject of the physician in all that he 
does .should be the greatest good to the patient;” 
and if you plan your professional life intelligently 
upon these great principles, you will not often go 
astray. 

Consistently widi thesa principles, you will find 
our code of ethics somewhat more liberal than 
those of other schools. Whereas the latter forbid 
consultations or associations with physicians who 
adhere to a certain or to any system or “dogma” 
of medical practice (as though the man who has 
no coherent system, no faith in any principle, 
could be a safer practitioner than he who has 
a system and a reason for hi:} faith), our code 
enjoins upon us to consult with any honorable 
practitioner of good reputation as a man, no mat- 
ter to what school he may belong ; and this because 
the patient has the right to enjoy the benefit of 
whatever knowledge or skill may exist within his 
reach, and we have no warrant for circumscribing 
^is rig^t by declining the consultation. 

Our code forbids the adoption of special creeds 
as tests of orthodoxy in medicine* on the ground 
that our present knowledge is as notliing oot^ared 
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with what remains to be found out, and that creeds 
as tests of orthodoxy are barriers to progress in 
knowledge, and are allowable only when we have* 
learned all that is to be known and when progress 
is merged in possession. These very precepts 
must make you tolerant of your “ old-school ” 
neighbor, though he be intolerant of you. Govern 
your demeanor toward him by the strictest observ- 
ance of the golden rule. Never let a word of 
aspersion, detraction, or unbrotherly reproach escape 
your lips. Give him full credit for his profes- 
sional knowledge, and for his achievements. You 
can afford to await the )|erdict of the court of final 
appeal, the common sense of the people. 

Gentlemen, you will encounter -sundry little 
unpleasantnesses at the outset of your career as 
{^ysicians. Some patient will object to you on 
the score of your youth, — most unreasonably as it 
may appear to you, conscious, as you are, that the 
wisdom of gray hairs reposes underneath your 
waving locks. But a patient intrusts to a physi- 
cian the present facts of his case and their possible 
sequences, and he may be pardoned if he feels 
some hesitation at confiding these to the inexpe- 
rienced hand of youth. This objection is, however, 
often urged with unseemly persistence, for it is 
ob^ous that the patient need not employ you if 
he do not choose. A professional friend of min^ 
once lost his; temper when a patient for the twjp- 
tieth time <^jected to hia youth, and rptort&d: 

miist have lived your kmg life to Httle 



410 


VALEDICTORY ADDRESS. 


purpose if you have not learned that there may 
be old fools in the world as well as young ones." 
* You will be apt to find great difficulty in col- 
lecting your bills, in proportion to your youth. 
This seems peculiarly unjust, for the young doctor 
is usually straitened in means, and has greater 
need of prompt returns than his seniors. In this, 
as in many other concerns, you will realize how 
true is that scriptural axiom which seems to be a 
statement of what is rather than of what otighi to 
be : “ Unto him that hath, shall be given.” When 
you shall have acquired so large a practice as to 
have no longer any great^ pecuniary anxiety, you 
will find those prompt to pay their bills who, in 
the early days of your poverty, were very neg- 
lectful. 

Then, again, in your first years of practice?, 
you will be sorely tried by a want of confidence 
in your professional skill. In a case of no great 
real gravity, friends will become alarmed, require 
a consultation, and ascribe to your older colleague 
the credit of a cure which you were^ abundantly 
competent to effect unaided. Or, what is still 
more trying, when you have carried a patient 
^ely through a dangerous illness and he is just 
on the verge of convalescence, a panic may arise in 
the house, counsel may be demanded, or the rase 
withdrawn from your charge and , placed in bther 
haAds. You will have the dtagiin of feeling that 
your honest and good work has been unhp{^iai:ed 
£md your - reputation for sluil has been dama^^ 
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These trials certcunly are difficult to bear, and 
there may be a deal of injustice involved in them; 
scarcely so much, however, as you, would at first 
suppose. Remember the golden rule, which is to 
be your guiding principle,, and in imagination put 
yourself in the place of the public, and then ask 
whether you would not act much as they da It 
is not the way of the world, nor is it a good way, 
to pay a bill unless vouchers are presented, nor to 
yield to authority unsupported by credentials. 
What do you ask of the public when you ofler 
them your professional services? You invite them 
to confide to your skyi the health, comfort, — it 
may be, the lives, — of themselves and their fami- 
lies; to admit you to their houses on terms more 
intimate and confidential than those on which any 
Other human being enters ; to suffer you to 
observe their most secret ways, their holiest joys, 
their hidden sorrows, their carking cares. Can 
you expect them to do this easily, willingly or 
unreservedly, until anxious observation of your 
character and conduct shall have satisfied thorn 
that you deserve this confidence? 

Win the confidence of the community in which 
you live, and the little unpleasantnesses which 
mark your early career will cease to Vex you. 
For if one should object to your youth, a' dozen 
zealous clknts wiU'r^y, "It is an old head -on 
young shouldeis ; " *and- will tell of the great nienr 
of Jiistory who have readied the acme of th^ 
&me before Aeir heads were gray. If your 
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' are called exorbitant, anothes wiH remark, Capac- 
ity and devotion are cheap at any price.” Or, if 
a patient’s friends speak of a consultation, or of 
placing the case in other hands, they will hear, 
“I would sooner trust one good head than a half 
dozen divided minds ; ” or the more homely 
aphorism, “It is not wise to swap horses while 
crossing a stream.” Your first business, then, must 
be to win the confidence of the community in 
which you seek your practice. 

But you will say to me, is not this unfair? for 
have you not just said, the public are not compe- 
tent to judge of professional skill, and often through 
ignorance discharge a physician who is on the 
verge of .a great success? This is so; and if 
there were no other means of- winning confidence 
than by the methods of strictly medical and surgi- 
cal procedure, you might well despair of being 
rightly estimated. But; though the public are not 
competent judges of your prescriptions, they are in 
the main very good judges of your qualities and 
acquirements in certain other matters which are 
almost as important to your success in the care 
of the sick. 

To these, I wish to call your attention in the 
few moments which remain to me. I assume that 
you will be unceasing in your labors to master 
your profession, to keep fiilly acqumnted with *all 
diat is achieved by its many wc^ers in various 
lands, and to add something yoursidves to Jbc 
(»mmon store of knowledge. Vopr dients can 
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witness your industry, *though they cannot measure 
the results. They will closely watch your doings 
to note whether you faithfully devote yourself to 
those who seek your aid. Among your first 
patients will surely be many poor persons, who 
seek the new doctor, hoping, perhaps, to be treated 
at less cost. There will be many chronic cases 
who, having despaired of help at tlie hands of the 
old doctors, catch at the straw of a new man’s 
coming. It is not so pleasant to take care of the 
poor as of the rich. Their houses are cold and 
untidy, the atmosphere is unsavory and the patients 
are uncouth. Now, if you undertake these cases 
at all, you are bound to bestow upon them the 
same unwearied attention and faithful study and 
tender care that you would give your wealthiest 
patient. Their health and lives are as precious to 
them as outs to us. You have no right to set a 
lower value upon them. If you assume the respon- 
sibility of the cases, you must fulfill the obligation. 
This is your duty; and I dislike to adduce any 
other and less elevated consideration. It is, how- 
ever, a fact that nothing will more surely introduce 
you to the most desirable and lucrative practice 
than a faithful, honest and successful treatment of 
the poor. For every pauper knocks and takes 
alms at the gate of a dozen of the benevolent 
rich; and the grateful commendations of the pen- 
niless widow whom you have freed from pain, will 
rea^h the heart of tiiose whose good word is^ 
pa^p^ to sttccesa As you advance in years an4 
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in knowledge of the world, few things will surprise 
you more than the intimate relations which exist 
among all classes of society. No act of yours, 
praiseworthy or blamable, can remain hidden. 
Even in this world, your good or evil deeds will 
find you out. From the very beginning, then, let 
every case be treated with your utmost skill and 
with untiring fidelity. 

You wiJl further win the confidence of your 
patients and of the community by showing that 
you understand not only how to treat the diseases 
and injuries of the sick, but that you understand 
the nature of that which is the subject of your 
ministrations, the body and mind of man. Recollect 
that, while you arc studying your patient, you are 
yourself the object of study, and frequently b)r 
persons accustomed to observe keenly and weigh 
the characters of men ; and demean yourselves 
accordingly. 

You will succeed in this just in proportion as 
you possess and cultivate what is called tactj which 
may be defined as the power of adapting your 
speech and behavior to the mind and circumstances 
of those with whom you are dealing. It is an 
every-day affair to you to be called to a patient; 
but to each , patient the calling a doctor is a 
momentous matter, and the sickness which require 
it is a thing of prime consideration. Act, then, as 
though the case were equally important in your 
mind, and give it your undivided atllbntiont Let 
neidier word nor actibn show that yoar thon||hts^ 
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wauidef from tlie palient in whose behalf you a^s 
called. Give ample time for a full understanding 
of the case, bearing with your patient's prolixity 
of statement if it amount even to garrulity, and 
witltdrawing as soon as your directions are given 
and clearly understood. Fot, however welcome 
you are as the bringer of relief, when that has 
been accomplished, your presence can be only a 
restraint Even if friends, or attenda^^ts, or the 
patient himself would fain beguile you into general 
conversation, break it up as soon as you can court- 
eously do so. You impair your usefulness as a 
physician by establishing any other relations with 
the patient at least during his illness. 

Do not regale your clients with the incidents 
and experience of your European tour, or the 
sufferings of your cousin who was in the war.; 
with the performances of your new microscope, or 
the wonderful acquirements of your children. How-* 
ever polite may be your patient she will surely 
give a sigh of relief as you go, and will dread the 
next visit Never introduce 'into conversation with 
your patient or in his presence, subjects connected 
with politics or theology, nor allow yourself to be 
drawn into such discussions in the sick-room. On 
these subjects people differ widely an4 feel deeply. 
Your professional duties will bring you into contact 
with patients of all parties and. sects, and you 
should be equally acceptable to all. Do not mis- 
underspmd me.. As no man is more contemptibly 
than die who,- to gain business, is non-committal in 
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matters of principle, if your opinions be squarely 
asked for, state them without passion, but so 
explicitly that there can be no mistake. If, when 
led to the subject, you can, by an effective word, 
kindle in your patient’s soul the love of country, 
of liberty, of justice, you will have done your duty 
as a citizen, and not exceeded your privileges as 
a physician. And it may be your good fortune to 
sustain, by^a word of encouragement in the hour 
of extremity, the Christian’s hope and faith; but 
if you have seen many of differing creeds meet 
death, you will hardly venture to obtrude the 
halting dogmas of theology between the flitting 
soul and its expectant Maker. 

Never talk about your patients to anybody, 
least of all to other patients. Even when narrating 
a case to a professional brother, conceal the name 
and identity of the patient. No fault is so inex> 
'Reusable and so offensive as neglect of this duty of 
silence. There is sometimes a great temptation to 
cite to a patient the case of another, as an illus- 
tration or a warning, to enforce our precepts, or 
perhaps to give proof of our skill and penetration 
in diagnosis or treatment But see what comes of 
it No sooner have you left the house than our 
patient says^ “What a shocking case is that of 
Mrs. B ! How badly would she feel if she^knew 
that we know it ! But if Dr. S. talks so freely of 
her case, what think you, will he say of me and 
my case ? I think,, my dear, I cannot have Dr^ S. 
any more. Let us send for Dr. ^ank.” Sq you 



VALEDICTORY ADDRESS. 


417 


arc dropped from this family, and wonder that 
they can have failed to appreciate your skill; when 
in truth they th^k very highly of your skill, but 
deplore your carelessness of speech, which' is the 
only reason of their ceasing to employ you. 

You who are fresh from your studies of anat- 
omy know that the outer ear of ordinary men is 
a blind tube, through which the waves of sound 
flow in and impinge upon the tympanum ; but the 
■ ear of the doctor should always have an extra 
tube, leading from the tympanum to a bottomless 
pit of forgetfulness. 

If you would do for your patient the best that 
could be done, you must .study his nature, the effect 
of his occupation upon mind and body, his partic- 
ujlar relations public and private. The diversions, 
often more valuable than medicine, which you 
recommend to the student worn with plodding 
among his books, must be very different from ' 
those which you advise for the statesman or 'the 
merchant, weary of tlie conc-jurse of* men and the 
rush of affairs. In every ca.se, you must appre- 
ciate the immediate circumstances of the patient 
Whereas, at a time of ease and quiet in business 
circles, you would keep your patient at home in 
bed; if there is a panic abroad, it might be the 
highest wisdom to take the risk of encouraging 
him to go to business, for to remain at home 
hourly expecting tidings of his failure might driye 
him* mad. Your greatest sldll will often be dis- 
‘'played in a judicious balancing of risks. 

IL— 28 
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Again, it will tax your insight into human 
nature to come at the remote causes of the dis- 
ease which you are called to tr^at. You may 
wonder why a mother has not long ago been 
cured of an ailment apparently so amenable to 
treatment You will understand it when you learn 
how heavy a heart she bears for the wildness of 
her eldest son. The pallid face and drooping 
form of the maiden is due, of course, to impover- 
ished blood. You may wonder that the iron she 
has taken has not brought back the roses to her 
check. They will bloom again with a glory that 
will gladden your heart if, perceiving the remote 
cause of her disease, you can induce her parents 
to withdraw their opposition to the suitor who has 
won her heart 

You may suppose that you have done with the 
dr)’ bones now that you have left the dissecting 
room. But, gentlemen, the proverb teaches us that 
“tiiere is a skeleton in every house,” and the 
skeletons in your patients’ houses will often intrude 
themselves between you and your cure, and must 
be the subject of your anxious study if you would 
do all the good you may in your profession ; for 
whatever in the occupations, relations or circum- 
stances of your patients may in any way affect 
their health or perpetuate their maladies, becomes 
a legitimate object of your investigations. 

And if, comprehending these things, you, in 
perfect honor and respect for your patients, with 
“saving common sense,” advise th(^ wisely,, you 
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will command their confidence and fasten tliem to 
you as “with hooks of steel.” 

Such are some of the difficulties, duties and 
obligations of the profession which you have 
chosen. 

Need I tell you of its glories and its pleasures.^ 

The subject of your life-long study will be, — 
not fabrics, nor wares, nor stock.s, the works or 
machinations of men, but the noblest of God’s 
creation, — that which he made in His own image, 
— the body and mind of man. 

And your labors will consist not in strife of 
wits with your fellows, wherein he who is worsted 
gets hurt; nor in bargainings, wherein, too often, 
the gain of one is the other’s loss; but in the 
e^ndeavor so to comprehend and put in operation 
the forces of nature that, under your guidance, the 
higher may be set in conservative opposition to 
the lower and destructive forces. 

It is not possible to conceive of a purer and 
keener pleasure than attends success in this endeavor. 

May you enjoy it in full measure ! 

And at the close of long and busy careers, 
may you have the plea.sant consciousness, not only 
that you hive made some permanent additions to 
the common stock of knowledge for the common 
good, but also that many men and women have 
•been the happier for your lives. 




INDEX 


Boffe. VdL 

Aconitum 66 1. 

Anamnesis, The 49 II. 

Apis 333 II. 

'Arsenic: um 178 II. 

Art AM) Mode of Prescribing, The 386 II. 

IiF.LLAI)ONNA 213 I. 

‘Bryonia 89 I. 

‘Calcarea Carbonica 307 11 . 

Carbo ammalis 332 II. 

•CaRBO VEGETABILIS 325 II. 

Cacsticum 317 II. 

ClIAMOMILLA 108 II. 

CiNA t 367 II. 

CoccuLUS 346 II.' 

COLCHICUM 157 I. 

COLOCYN Til 23 1 II. 

CONIUM 362 II. 

Cyclamen ^ 8o 11 . 

Dulcamara • 287 II. 

Eupatorium 1 15 I. 

Euphrasia 98 II. 

Graphites 393 I. 

llELLEBORUS 31 1 I. 

Hepar 280 II. 

Hydrargyrum 208 II. 

Hyoscyamus 278 I. 

Ignatia 122 IT. 

Kalmia 187 I, 

KiySASOTUM f'. 164 ’ IIj, 



Lachesis 

Lachesis 

Ledum 

'Lycopodium 

Materia Medica and Therapeutics 

Memoir of the Author 

Millefolium 

Murex 

Natrum muriaticum 

Nitric acid 

'Nux vomica 

Opium 

Pathognomonic Symptoms and ) 

Characteristic Symptoms. ) 

•Phosphorus 

Platina 

Podophyllum 

Preface 

Preliminary Observations 

Principles of Homceopatiiy 

'Pulsatilla 

Rhododendron 

Riius 

Sabina 

r.ECALE 

Sepia 

Silicea 

SpiGELIA 

Stramonium 

Study of Materia Medica 

Sulphur 

Symptoms, their Study ; or How ) 

. TO Take the Case. ) “ 

Therapeutic Law, The 

Valedictory Address ; 

Veratrum 


Pag«. 

VA 

401 

L 

243 

II. 

173 

I. 

256 

11. 

I 

I. 

VII 

I. 

177 

4 ^- 

IS8 

ll. 

266 

II. 

320 

II. 

349 

I. 

301 

I. 

392 

II. 

338 

II. 

129 

II. 

239 

11 . 

V 

I. 

61 

I. 

I 

11 . 

57 

II. 

182 

I. 

121 

I. 

175 ■ 

II. 

169 

II. 

138 

II. 

316 

I. 

196 

I. 

288 

I. 

19 

I. 

381 

I. 

25 

II. 

39 

I. 

402 

II. 

272 

,IL 










